
MINUTES 
K​ELSO​ S​CHOOL​ D​ISTRICT 
M​EETING​ ​OF​ ​THE​ B​OARD​ ​OF​ D​IRECTORS 
1/25/21 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Kelso School District No. 458 was called to 
order at 6:00 p.m. at the RoyParsons Executive Board Room through a Zoom online/phone 

platform. 
 
 
Board Members: Leah Moore (Zoom) 

Karen Grafton (Zoom) 
Jeane Conrad - Vice President (In Person) 
Mike Haas - President (In Person) 
Ron Huntington (Zoom) 

 

Cabinet Members: Scott Westlund – Chief Financial Officer (Zoom) 
Holly Budge – Director of Human Resources (Zoom) 
Don Iverson – Director of Student Services (Zoom) 
Heather Ogden – Director of Special Programs (Zoom) 
Kim Yore – Director of Teaching & Learning  (Zoom) 
Lacey DeWeert – Associate Director of Teaching & 
Learning (Zoom) 

 

Superintendent: Mary Beth Tack (In Person) 
 

Asst. Secretary: Molly Guler (In Person) 
 
 
OTHERS PRESENT​ – This meeting was held remotely. Not all of the names of people in 
attendance were available, or partial names were listed. The names of people in attendance 

are listed as they were shown and included: Julie Owens-Birch  , Andrew Twyman, Philip 
Iverson, Tim Yore, Patrick, Sam Schafer, Amy Vanderhorst, parent, Ray Byers, Sandy 

DeBruler, Lynette Oswald  , Craig Collins, Shannon Nestaval, Kay, Shana Jabusch, Griffin 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS, CORRESPONDENCE & INTRODUCTIONS 
 
COMMENTS & QUESTIONS ​–  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA - Motion Passed 
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Motion to Approve By: Director Huntington 
Seconded By: Director Moore 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA - Motion Passed 
 
Minutes of January 11, 2021 Board Meeting  
 
Certificated Employment Recommendations 
Leave of Absence: ​Daphne Barnum - Teacher (Effective 3/12/21-6/30/21) 
 
Retirements​: Carlos Mendoza - Teacher (6/30/21), Pamela Mendoza - Teacher (6/30/21) 

 
 
Classified Employment Recommendations 
New Hires: ​Jessica Melone - Paraeducator (1/11/21), Katey Kuning - Paraeducator 
(1/11/21) 
 
Leave of Absence: ​Milagros Wells - Paraeducator (1/5/21) 
 
Resignations: ​Lesha Jungwirth - Paraeducator (1/15/21) 
 
Contracts: 
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Warrants: 

 
Staff Calendar Corrections 
Removed March 12 from the Make-Up dates. 
 
Motion to Approve by: Director Conrad 
Seconded by: Director Grafton 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
APPROVAL OF POLICY 2255 ALTERNATIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCE COURSES 
(SECOND READING) - LACEY DEWEERT 
 
These changes are in language only. Most have already been in practice in the Kelso School 
District. 
 
Motion to Approve by: Director Huntington 
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Seconded by: Director Conrad 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
HUNTINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL DESIGN DEVELOPMENT PRESENTATION - INTEGRUS 
ARCHITECTURE  
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Jeane Conrad: ADA Accommodations for those gaining access to the entrance? 
 
Patrick Donnelly: Yes, the ramp from the parking lot has been updated so that it is the 
correct pitch. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 2020/21 - 05 HUNTINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MODERNIZATION - SCOTT WESTLUND 
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Motion to Approve by: Director Moore 
Seconded by: Director Huntington 
 
 
BEACON HILL ELEMENTARY UPDATE - TIM YORE, JULIE OWENS-BIRCH & LYNETTE 
OSWALD 
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Karen Grafton: Have you found the root cause for the decline in attendance? 
 

Julie Owens-Birch : Kids had opportunities to log on multiple times during the day. When 
changed to hybrid model attendance improved. Communication is a constant in getting 
attendance up. 
 
Ron Huntington: Good job on presentation. 
 

Mary Beth Tack : Thank you for all the heavy work you are championing while 
transitioning kids into in person learning as well as your help getting Lexington Elementary 
up and running.  
 
HEARD SCHOOL REOPENING UPDATE - DON IVERSON 
Agenda 
❖ Current Cowlitz County Data 
❖ KSD Weekly Status Report 
❖ Vaccination Update 
❖ Application for “Learn to Return - COVID Testing Sites” 
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This data shows the current numbers of COVID positive students of school aged kids in our 

county---​not in our schools​.  The data is pretty static thru 10.26---after that we see a steady 

climb in our 10-19 year olds with a high clip starting 2 weeks after Halloween. The 0-9 age 

group has been static for some time---increasing during the same time period as the 10-19 year 
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olds----but not at same rate of exposure.  This supports the national and state data that 

indicates  that younger children appear to be less susceptible to  infection, and when infected, 

less lead to onward transmission than older children and adults. 

 

 

 

This data shows the number of Cowlitz County cases/100,000---since 10.14.  The graph is 

intended to show that in Cowlitz County we have seen an uptick in cases.  The graph to the 

right shows the anticipated state-wide curve….the data supports that we should be at the top 

of the curve, and beginning our descent. 
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We can no longer use the positivity rate in our discussions---the data is outdated and has not 

been updated in nearly month.  DoH has agreed and understands the issues—this is a DoH 

system issues that they are working thru.  With that, we are currently hitting 2 out of the 3 

metrics…..so then we go to the DoH metrics (next slide) to see how our county infrastructure 

rates are holding…. All of these metrics are used to determine if we can safely return students 

to school. 
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In the nearly 80 days of in person learning, thousands upon thousands of kids have walked into 

our doors during this time period----we have had only one student to student transmission. 

ZERO student to staff transmissions.  This is a tremendous credit to our health and safety 

planning and our ability as a staff to adhere and stay true to (1) Mask wearing, (2) maintaining 

6-8” of social distancing and (3) washing our hands!  
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Ron Huntington: If students stay home because they have a cold, they can still maintain 

attendance through hybrid learning right? By logging on from home. 

 

Don Iverson: Correct 

 

Ron Huntington: How do you deal with allergy symptoms? 

 

Don Iverson: We haven’t had to deal with this much. Parents and staff know if it is an allergy 

and we are trusting them to make that call. 
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BUDGET REVIEW - DECEMBER - SCOTT WESTLUND 
 

 

 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE - DECEMBER - LEAH MOORE 

● 4 pages of bills that have to do with education 
● 3 that have to do with us 

○ How to deal with funding in areas of depletion due to COVID 
○ Adjustments to graduation requirements will most likely happen 
○ Some vaccination info 
○ Possible state dinosaur on the horizon 

 
 
SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

● High School 
○ 215 Juniors and Seniors reported (over 75%) 

■ Incredible and emotional environment with music greeted the 
students this morning. 
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○ College in the High School to receive dual credit will be extended to statistics 
○ Awarded the 2020 AP Computer Science Female Diversity award 

■ Wendy Droke, Brenda Sargent, Deb Gribskov 
● 5 year 21st Century grant received to continue our partnership with Youth and 

Family Link 
● Received flowers from Mary Anne Gennette, wife of Tom Gannette who served on 

the board previously. She sent these to the board to show her appreciation for all 
they do. 

 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 
 
Adjourn meeting 7:11 pm 
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