
NOTICE REGARDING HOMELESS STUDENTS:  DAYTON
The McKinney-Vento Act guarantees homeless students equal access to education.  

What is the McKinney Vento Act?
The McKinney-Vento program is designed to address the problems that homeless
children and youth have faced in enrolling, attending, and succeeding in school.
Under this program, we must ensure that each homeless child and youth has equal 
access to the same free, appropriate public education, including a public preschool 
education, as other children and youth.

Homeless Youths have Rights
Homeless children and youth should have access to the educational and other services
that they need to enable them to meet the same challenging State student academic
achievement standards to which all students are held. In addition, homeless students
may not be separated from the mainstream school environment. 

Who can help?
The District’s Homeless Liaison, Chris Indorf, is required to undertake steps to eliminate 
practices or policies that may act as a barrier to the enrollment, attendance, or success 
in school of homeless children and youth.  Chris can be reached at 
cindorf@biddefordschools.me or 282-8280.  Please reach out any time, even if you are 
unsure if a child’s situation qualifies as homeless.

What qualifies as homeless?
A student who lacks access to safe, adequate and regular housing is considered 
homeless.  This can include students/families living in hotels, campgrounds, cars, 
shelters, or doubled up with others.

How does Dayton Schools help?
•We ensure that students have access to transportation for regular and after-school 
activities
•We erect no barrier to enrollment or attendance
•We ensure that schools in the town of origin or town of temporary residence are 
aware of the homeless condition, and make a “best interest” determination on 
student enrollment
•We ensure equal access to all programs, including Title I and Special Education
•Homeless students automatically qualify for free school nutrition services
Tailored academic, social/emotional, and other programming may be created in 
support of the student
•We maintain a modest budget to support the acquisition of academic support 
materials for homeless students.

Questions?  Concerns?  Call Chris Indorf at 282-8280
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