
Minutes of the Academic Committee Special Meeting 
Woodstock Board of Education 

Monday, February 1, 2021 
Place:  Zoom 

Academic Committee Members Present:  Holly Dearborn, Sonia Greene.  
Absent: Anthony Gronski 
Board Members Present:  Megan Bard-Morse 
Administration/Staff Present:  Viktor Toth, Jenna Demers, Kristen Elliott, Leigh 
Melia, Angela Stringer 
 

I. Call Meeting to Order 
Holly Dearborn, committee chair, called meeting to order at 6:04p.m. 

 
II. Citizens Comments 

None 
 

III. Approval of January 11, 2021 
Motion to approve minutes:  1st Sonia Greene, 2nd Holly Dearborn.  
Discussion:  Add Leigh Melia’s name to attendees of January 11th 
meeting.  Holly Dearborn and Sonia Greene voted to approve the 
minutes with correction.  Motion approved. 

 
IV. Old Business: 

CT Handbook Revised K-5 standards: 
The revised standards are guides for districts to use to adapt the 
standards to the specific needs of the district.   Leigh Melia, the district 
curriculum coordinator is working with teachers in grades K-5 to adapt 
the standards in the areas of Math and ELA.  In Math, teachers have 
been working on which standards can be combined or eliminated this 
year based on student needs.  In ELA, the focus is on literacy and writing 
in response to reading.  The staff is implementing the new EL Ed series 
which is bridging nicely with the new standards.  
The state does not have a handbook for grades 6-8.  WMS is looking at 
student work and prioritizing standards at department meetings with 
Math and ELA being priorities.   
  
 



Plan for addressing test scores and student needs: 
Both schools are assessing gaps in student learning and are continuing 
to work on plans which address the SEL needs and academic needs of 
students.      
-WES:  To address SEL, morning meetings include working on zones of 
regulation, problem solving, and role playing.  To address the academic 
needs of students, teachers continue to meet with Mrs. Melia weekly to 
assist with new reading series.  Mrs. Demers is working on acquiring EL 
Ed Power Point Program for each grade level.  Mrs. Melia is working 
with local libraries to have students get library cards for them to take 
out books that coordinate with EL series and/or to have access to E 
Readers. 
 
-WMS:  To address SEL, WMS has interviewed several candidates to fill a 
school counselor/social work position (there is a shortage of school 
psychologists and they have been unable to fill the opening left after 
Ms. Belval’s passing).  WMS continues to address SEL needs of students 
daily at morning meetings and during Wednesday PRIDE meetings.  They 
also use a mindfulness program called, “My Life” which has been helpful 
for some students.  To address academic needs of students the staff is 
working with Mrs. Melia at department level meetings to address gaps 
in student learning by aligning curriculum with standards.  Math is a 
priority. WMS has also been working on ways to restructure classes in 
order to free teachers up to work with students that are struggling.  
 
-Both schools are working on plans to phase in bringing more students 
back to school.  
 
-Plans to offer summer school are in the initial phases.   
  
Professional Development:   
WES:  Continued PD for ELA series 
WMS: Assessing student work to address gaps in learning.   
Both Schools: SEL 
 
 



ELA Committee at WMS:  WMS is at the beginning stages of re-writing 
the ELA scope and sequence, learning targets, and aligning them with 
standards.  The final step will be to look at programs that meet the 
needs of the students.  This process typically takes two years.   
 

V. New Business: 
Civics Education:  Civics education is woven throughout social studies 
curriculum across the grade levels.  When current events spark civics 
discussion it is typically addressed in response to student inquiry.  
Teachers address student inquiries with facts.   
 
Topics for discussion for future meetings: 
Review of mid-year testing results and School Improvement Plan 
Diversity Education 
Summer School 
 

VI. Citizens Comments:  None 
VII. Adjourn 

Motion to adjourn: 1st Sonia Greene, 2nd Holly Dearborn, Holly Dearborn 
and Sonia Greene voted to adjourn. Motion approved.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:14p.m. 
 
 


