
Policy-Face Coverings 
The Board requires all parents, guardians, students, employees, contractors, employees of 
contractors, volunteers and visitors to wear approved face coverings as explained below.  
 
1. DEFINITIONS. 

A. “Enclosed space” means a confined space open to the public where individuals 
congregate, including but not limited to outdoor food or refreshment stands, outdoor park 
and recreation structures, such as shelters, stadiums, or bleacher seating at an athletic 
field, as well as buses, taxis, ride-share vehicles, or other public transit. 

B. “Face covering” means a piece of cloth or other material that is worn to cover the nose 
and mouth completely. A face covering includes but is not limited to a bandana, a cloth 
face mask, a disposable or paper mask, or a religious face covering. A face covering 
does not include face shields, mesh masks, masks with holes or openings, or masks 
with vents. 

C. “Physical distancing” means maintaining at least six feet of distance from other 
individuals who are not members of your household. 

D. “Individual” means any parent, guardian, student, employee, contractor, employee of a 
contractor, volunteer, visitor, or any other person. 

 
2. FACE COVERING REQUIRED. Every individual, age five and older, shall wear a face 
covering when in any school building, on any school property, at any school sponsored event, or 
while waiting for, boarding, riding in or exiting any school bus or any other transportation 
provided by the district, at any time the individual is indoors or in an enclosed space.  If the 
individual is alone in a room or outdoor enclosed space, the individual may remove their mask.  
Face coverings are also required outdoors when it is not possible to maintain physical 
distancing. 
 
3. EXCEPTIONS. 

A. Individuals who are otherwise required to wear a face covering may remove the 
face covering in the following situations: 

1. While eating or drinking. 
2. When communicating with an individual who is deaf or hard of hearing and 

communication cannot be achieved through other means. 
3. While obtaining a service that requires the temporary removal of the face 

covering, such as speech and language instruction. 
4. While swimming or on duty as a lifeguard. 
5. When engaging in work where wearing a face covering would create a risk to the 

individual, as determined by government safety guidelines. 
6. While one individual is giving an educational, artistic, cultural, musical, or 

theatrical presentation for an audience, the presenter may remove his or her face 
covering when actively speaking.  While the face covering is removed, the 
speaker must remain at least 6 feet away from all other individuals at all times. 
 



B. In accordance with CDC guidance, the following individuals are exempt from the 
face covering requirement in Section 2: 
 

1. Children under the age of 5. Children between the ages of 2 and 5 are expected 
to wear a face covering when physical distancing is not possible. (The CDC does 
not recommend face coverings for children under the age of 2.) 
 

2. Individuals who have trouble breathing, or who have other medical conditions, 
intellectual or developmental disabilities, mental health conditions, or other 
sensory sensitivities that prevent the individual from wearing a face covering. The 
district will work with each individual who is unable to wear a face covering for 
any of the reasons listed above, to properly accommodate the individual’s 
disability. The district may require medical information regarding the individual’s 
disability, in order to consider appropriate accommodations. 

 
4. DURATION OF POLICY 
The Gresham Board of Education has determined that school cannot safely reopen at this time 
without a face covering requirement.  Therefore, the face covering policy it has adopted will 
remain in effect until the Gresham Board of Education rescinds or modifies this policy.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this policy, please contact a member of 
the Gresham administration. 
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