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February 5, 2021, 

Good Evening to All, 

It is my sincere hope that this message finds you well and for those of you who enjoy snow-based winter 
activities, spending time outdoors!  One of the topics of my last letter focused on the possibility of the State 
lessening restrictions on athletics.  At the time I was thinking about the Fall II and the Spring sport seasons. 
Much to everyone’s surprise, the State relaxed requirements for winter sports, or at least it first appeared as if 
they had.   

As a former athlete, Physical Education teacher and coach, no one was more excited than I upon learning this 
news.  What the original press release did not share, however, was the extensive list of requirements that must 
be met for winter sports to take place, and that local county Departments of Health would be mandated to 
develop those same requirements.  To be perfectly honest, it is my opinion, and the opinion of many others, that 
the State side-stepped what was their responsibility, placed this on the local DOHs, and then presented 
information that “looked” as if permission was being given.  As we all know, “looks can be deceiving.” 

In any event, Vincent Spruill, our Athletic and Extracurricular Coordinator, and I have been working with our 
local DOH in an effort to see if we can meet the requirements in a manner that makes sense for our school.  This 
will not be an easy task as in addition to an overall plan requiring multiple sign-offs, specific plans must be 
created for each sport. In addition, Mr. Spruill is also working on implementing our plan for an Open Gym 
concept which would provide activities beyond participation on a winter sports team.  This is important as the 
requirements for the winter sports teams are very strict, resulting on a day-by-day allowance for participation.  
It is our hope to present our plans to the Board of Education at their February 10th meeting.   

In addition to the ever-changing situation with athletics, we are continuing our efforts to bring students back 
into the building four days a week.  You have hopefully read the information provided by our principals 
regarding the staggered return to school for our elementary and junior high school students.  Please check out 
the school’s website for more information on this.  While I realize this return has not happened as quickly as 
originally planned, please know that we are focused on a safe return for our students and staff.  There are many 
limitations due to building and room size, and CDC recommendations for spacings of students and teachers 
within the building.  We are working to accommodate all requirements and at the same time balance the needs, 
fears, and emotions of students, parents, faculty, and staff.    

I would also remind everyone that a vacation week will soon be upon us.  People will be traveling, visiting and 
so forth.  Should you be traveling out of state, please follow all quarantine guidelines upon your return.  If we 
want the school to open, and stay open, we need to make COVID safe decisions.  It cannot impressed upon 
each one of us enough; if you or your children are not feeling well, please stay home and/or keep your 
children home. If you, or someone in your family is showing any symptoms of COVID, again, please stay 
home.  

As has been shared in a previous letter:  While this has been and continues to be exhausting, please diligently 
follow all COVID safety precautions.  Wear masks, wash hands frequently, always wash your hands before 
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eating, consider signing up for the vaccine, practice social distancing at all times, and reduce the number of 
individuals with whom you socialize. This is the hardest. We are social beings.  We want to be around other 
people.  Reducing social activities and social groupings is hard for all of us; even more so for children, 
teenagers, and young adults.  But if we want, and for many working parents who desperately need, our children 
in school we all need to persevere. Here at school we will continue to require the wearing of masks, maintaining 
the recommended six (6) feet for social distancing, and increased cleaning protocols.  

Regardless of our efforts, some parents may still be anxious or not convinced about the decision to have their 
children return to school.  Those feelings are completely understandable.  Please remember, our district 
continues to offer a 100% remote option.  Not all schools in our area offer this option, but CCS does.  If you 
feel most comfortable with this instructional model, it is there for you to use. Simply contact one of our 
Building Principals to set this up. 

In closing, I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for the continued patience 
and flexibility you have shown throughout the school year.  Please know that if everyone does their best to 
follow the COVID safety steps provided above we will be able to keep our school open.  We can do this.  By 
working together we can make the remainder of the school year a success for our students, our parents, our 
working families and for everyone here at our school.   

Sincerely Yours, 
Romona N. Wenck 
Interim Superintendent  
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