
MJS Weekly Update
February 5, 2021

Dear MJS Community,
While it was a short in-person week here at MJS, it certainly was �lled with excitement. A big thank you
to our custodial crew for all their help with snow removal this week, especially our MJS crew led by Mr.
Reina.

We got to welcome our new interim assistant principal this week, Ms. Debbie Iosso. Please be sure to
check out her note to the community below.

Save the Date - On February 10, 2020, at 7 pm, the MJS PTO will be hosting its virtual meeting open to
the public. Please join us for a very informative conversation about many upcoming events for
students at MJS. A video link will be emailed home to all families and posted on our Live Feed the
afternoon of the event.

Save the Date Take-Two- on February 11, 2020, Madison Public Schools, in partnership with Care
Plus, is hosting a virtual wellness session titled "Creating Connections: How to Build Strong Family
Relationships." A webinar link will be emailed home to all families and posted on our Live Feed the
afternoon of the event.

Moving Your Child From In-Person to Remote to In-Person
We greatly appreciate it when the o�ce is noti�ed that you are keeping your gold or maroon cohort
student at home for remote learning when it will be for more than one day. Please be aware that in
cases of extended periods of remote learning by gold and maroon cohort students, there may be some
time required for us to process return requests, possibly up to two weeks.

Have a great super bowl weekend,

Brooke Phillips
Acting Principal
Madison Junior School

phillipsb@madisonnjps.org

Message from our new MJS Interim Assistant Principal
Greetings MJS Community;

mailto:phillipsb@madisonnjps.org


After 30 inches of snow and two remote days, I was �nally able to spend time at MJS. I have already
met such incredible staff and students and I am so excited to spend the next few months learning
more about the amazing happenings at the Madison Junior School. My �rst day included being able to
tour the building and actually reading in four different classrooms. Nothing makes a day brighter than
getting to spend time with students. However, I’m not sure how many fans I made on Friday dressed in
my Cowboys fan gear!

If there is one thing that I have learned after 43 years in education, it’s the undeniable importance of
creating and nurturing relationships. Please feel free to introduce yourself to me whenever we have
the chance to cross paths and I will promise to do the same. I am hoping to be able to explore this
amazing town someday very soon as it looks so inviting.

Best wishes for a wonderful Super Bowl weekend and Go Cowboys!

Warmly,
Debbie Iosso

7th GRADE ENGLISH LITERATURE CIRCLE
As a follow-up to the recently �nished historical �ction shared read-aloud The King of Mulberry Street,
students have selected and started reading a choice novel for the brand new literature circle unit called
"Seeking Home." These novels continue the study of themes focusing on discrimination based on
ethnicity and religion and the effects of poverty and homelessness. While The King of Mulberry Street
gave historical background around the immigrant experience in America during the late 1800s/early
1900s, these new choice novels focus on CURRENT-DAY issues around immigration, poverty, and
homelessness. These novels examine social justice issues from the perspective of diverse characters,
written by diverse authors.

Students will be reading and doing note sheets independently, which prepares them for future writing
tasks. They will be working on novel analysis activities in small groups using online break out rooms
through various online platforms. Students are also analyzing the plot together by completing a
collaborative multimedia project through the online platform Sutori. The unit will be capped off with a
student-selected independent creative choice project to showcase their knowledge of the novel.
Hopefully, all of this will help them better understand the issues through the eyes of characters their
own age.

Additionally, students will do some non-�ction reading in Newsela to understand the history and
underlying social justice issues associated with their chosen novels, such as the circumstances that
prompt a country’s citizens to leave and the di�culties associated with being a modern-day immigrant
or refugee.



7th GRADE ENGLISH WE GOT BOOKS
CHALLENGE
How it works: Every day students pick one afternoon time period during
periods 789 and spend those 30 minutes reading an independent book.
At the end of the period, students complete the form to log their minutes.

Multiple ways to win!: Every daily entry form equals tracking and ra�e
entry for prizes, so the more they read, the likelier they are to WIN!

1. Grade Goal: Team A vs. Team B. Which team has read the most
books. The winning team will get to play DJ for the school.

2. Team Goal: If the team reaches the teacher’s predetermined goal of
the number of books read, every participating student will receive a bonus point in LA class.

3. Individual Winners: Will be celebrated in a school poster (choose 3 friends and teacher of your
choice to appear with you)

4. Ra�e prizes: Gift certi�cates to local businesses such as Crowley Cupcakes, Tons of Toys,
Weenies, Romanelli's, Sugar Rush...a big thank you to the MJS PTO for donating these prizes.

7th GRADE WRITERS NOTEBOOKS
Yes, we are still using pencil and paper! Students are keeping their
writing journals active this year and taking those needed screen breaks.
In this photo a student is writing a response from the perspective of their
book character, pondering what regrets their characters might have and
their hopes for the future.

A big thank you to the MEF for supporting the purchase of the online platform Sutori and to the
Madison Board of Education for supporting summer curriculum writing, which helped create this new
unit and the purchase of these novels. 
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ASTEROIDS IN 7th GRADE ENGLISH?
Attention 7th Grade parents: if you �nd your child playing the "old
school" Asteroid video game, do not worry! They are practicing their
parts of speech. Finally, video games with a positive purpose. :)

Check out this video - be sure your sound is on.

https://youtu.be/l2qBy3iSImQ
https://s.smore.com/u/eef162f4ba55d542f8429918a797432d.png


MJSAO Lacrosse and Softball Sign Ups
The Madison Junior School Athletic Organization will be offering Boy's/Girl's Lacrosse and Girl's
Softball which runs from March to May 2021. Please visit our website (www.mjsdodgers.org) to
register your child and complete the health forms required for participation. The health forms need to
be turned in to Nurse Skordinsky.

Please reach out to Matt Rossi (admadisonjuniorschool@gmail.com) with any questions or for more
information. Please note the MJS Basketball and Volleyball programs will NOT be running this winter.

http://www.mjsdodgers.org/
mailto:admadisonjuniorschool@gmail.com


MEF Corner
If you’re interested in a warm, cozy way to support MEF, tickets are
selling fast for our “MEF Delivers Date Night to Your Door” fundraiser
on February 13th. Get all of the details on this delicious dinner and
place your order HERE.

https://mefnj.networkforgood.com/events/26164-let-us-deliver-date-night-to-your-door
https://s.smore.com/u/a25ff09e76e38d2f758f509960808d0f.png
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ORDER THE 20-21 YEARBOOK
Attention all MJS parents and guardians!

You still have time to order yearbooks, they are available for preorder
online. The �yer for information about how to order is attached
below! All yearbooks must be ordered online at
www.jostensyearbooks.com.

Click here for a PDF with more information about ordering
yearbooks.

Sincerely,
MJS Yearbook Advisors
Mr. E and Mrs. Young

http://www.jostensyearbooks.com/
https://5il.co/n9al
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HW Calendars
6A Homework Calendar
6B Homework Calendar

6th Grade Periods 789

HW Calendars
7A Homework Calendar
7B Homework Calendar

7th Grade Periods 789

HW Calendars
8A Homework Calendar
8B Homework Calendar

8th Grade Periods 789

MJS Link Bank
MJS Bell Schedule
MJS Yearly Calendar - A/B Days - Color Cohort Days
MJS Morning Announcements
MJS Archive of Updates & Newsletters

https://sites.google.com/madisonnjps.org/hmwkgrade6/team-6a-homework-page?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/madisonnjps.org/hmwkgrade6/team-6b-homework-page?authuser=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hoRXjIMdDGvphHCZc8Xso-XAEU7VGUvvk_rQ5U6H0bk/edit
https://sites.google.com/madisonnjps.org/7thgraderesources/homework-calendars/7a-homework-calendar?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/madisonnjps.org/7thgraderesources/homework-calendars/7b-homework-calendar?authuser=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Rs-jOOpX2WztpG4pEJVmI1a0jDp6Vaab1Y8gCSe26Zs/edit#gid=450231151
https://sites.google.com/madisonnjps.org/mrs-young-ela/homework-calendar?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/madisonnjps.org/grade8teambhomeworkcalendar/home
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1itorRj4Wz-P3OXxNev6huyjCSh6Ix2UjT5t-qkC39Wc/edit?ts=5fc8f2a3#slide=id.p
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https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/981724/MJS_20-21_Bell_Schedules_starting_Nov._2__1_.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/981299/MJS_20-21_Year_at_a_Glance_-_Yr_at_a_Glance_20-21__1_.pdf
https://sites.google.com/madisonnjps.org/mjsmorningannouncements/home
https://www.madisonpublicschools.org/o/mjs/browse/143480


Upcoming Dates
February 10 - MJS PTO Meeting via Zoom 7:00 pm
February 11 - MPS Virtual Workshop Series "Creating Connections: How to Build Strong Family
Relationships"
February 15 - Schools closed - Presidents Day
March 2 - MJS Principal Coffee

I'd like to know about...
Please feel free to use this Feedback Link to ask Ms. Phillips to include certain information in a future
update. It's helpful to know what you would like to learn more about.

https://forms.gle/9uSreWXSbASeiq66A

