
Mrs. Salander: Personal Finance learners are just starting to learn about taxes and 

reading their paycheck stubs.  They will be researching and investing how our tax 

dollars are spent and the forms used when filing their taxes.  

 

  

Mr. Wright: In U.S. history we are studying the theme of foreign policy and how 

the United States approach to foreign policy has changed over time. Learners are 

able to select different modules to study. In each module there is a central topic, 

ranging from George Washington and Neutrality, to Harry Truman and the Cold 

War, to George W. Bush and the War on Terror, to Donald Trump and his 

response to the use of chemical weapons in Syria. Learners work at their own pace 

through the modules and complete activities such as skits and debates to 

demonstrate their knowledge. Learners then are asked to complete a biography of 

one of the major figures we studied. All leaners will come together at the end of 

the unit for a historical summit. They will be playing the role of their figure at the 

summit, where they will address how their figure would have answered a central 

historical question (What should be the U.S. foreign policy) and a current event 

question (Do you agree with how Donald Trump responded to the events in Syria 

in 2017). They then ask questions, in character, to the other figures about their role 

in U.S. foreign policy. At the end learners will share their views on the central 

questions following their study of foreign policy.  

 

Mr. Kinn: In my learning center we are learning how to stay fit and make health 

gains while working out with very limited space.  My learners have learned that 

they can still target any basic type of workout especially with the help of 

technology in this type of environment.  The learners have been making gains and 

having a great time doing it. 

 

Mrs. Eller: Mr. Klapp came in on Tuesday to do some "simple machine's science" 

with us. Mr. Whitaker and his class came in on Tuesday to engage us in a "simple 

machines" scavenger hunt.  

 

Ms. Anderson: In Ms. Anderson's learning center, learners are busy researching 

for their genius hour projects.  First, they picked a topic of their choice.  Currently, 

they are in the process of researching for their informative paper on their 

subject.  After they have written their paper they will get to create a passion project 

around their topic.  Passion projects in her room include designing clothing, 

creating a board game, creating a piece from woodworking, programming a robot, 

coding, and many others. 

 



Mr. Johnson and Mrs. Margerum: Mr. Johnson and Mrs. Margerum had the 

opportunity to facilitate a drum circle with level 3 and level 8 learners. The drum 

circles are a part of a research project they are conducting for grad school. Many of 

their lessons include topics of social emotional learning all while playing their 

drums. The collaboration between the two levels was outstanding, and both groups 

were able to have mature conversations while learning from each other.  

 

 

 
 

 

Mrs. Wolsky and Ms. Jarret: Level 1 Learners have been working on a penguin 

research project: Learners picked a penguin to research the characteristic traits and 

their habitat. They collected the information by reading and listening to books as 

well as watching videos about their specific penguin. With this information they 

created an Informative writing piece along with an illustration. 

 


