
SAT Prep 101
Make sure you’re in the right class...check the 

attendance sheets by the door!

Don’t panic...we’re here to 
help!



Agenda

● Overview of Critical Reading Section
● What to do!
● Passage Practice
● Review Answers

Practice on your own!  Go to www.khanacademy.org/mission/sat



What can I 
expect?



Strategies for Success

1. Map the Passage
a. Read questions first, and underline or [bracket] any lines 

that are mentioned.  Then, you’ll know to pay specific 
attention to those lines when you’re reading!



Strategies for Success

2.   Read the Passage Introduction

This may provide you with the background you need to get “big 
picture” questions right!



Strategies for Success

3.   Predict the Answer BEFORE Reading Answer Choices

After reading the question, jot down what you think the right 
answer should be (a simplified version works!).  Then, match 
the answer choices that are provided with your answer



Strategies for Success

4.   Focus on Eliminating Incorrect Choices instead of Finding the 
Right One

The people who make the SAT DO NOT want to deal with 
thousands of students across the country questioning their 
score.  To avoid this, they make sure there is only ONE 
unambiguously right answer...and 3 that are definitely wrong 
for one reason or another.  Find the errors, and you’ll have your 
answer!



Your Turn to Try!

Read the first passage in your packet and answer the questions.  
Make sure to try out the strategies we discussed today!

1. Map the Passage
2. Read the Passage Introduction
3. Predict the Answer
4. Eliminate Clearly Wrong Answers

I believe in 
you!


