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Old Fort Local Schools 

Trees Planted To Honor 

Two Old Fort Leaders 

 
Back in November 2019, when John 

Brueggemeier passed away, our 

Class (1989) decided to buy a tree 

in his honor to give to the Bruegge-

meier family.  John Brueggemeier 

served as a teacher, athletic direc-

tor, coach, driver’s education 

teacher, and bus driver for years at 

Old Fort Schools. The family de-

cided they wished to plant it at the 

school if possible.   

 

Marcy (Creeger) Headley, who 

graduated in 1989 with us, said she 

would also like to purchase a tree 

in honor of her father,  Steve Cree-

ger, who passed away back in 2000 

and have it planted at the 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

school.  Creeger served as the an-

nouncer for the Old Fort Boys’ Bas-

ketball Team for ten years and also 

taught special education at Old Fort 

at the time of his death. 

 

The trees were purchased from 

Molyet's market in Tiffin last year, 

but we waited until this fall to plant 

them, mostly because of the Covid-

19 issues.  Ed Molyet from Molyet's 

Market delivered them and also do-

nated another tree so we would 

have three to go around the flag 

pole near the softball and baseball 

fields. 

 

 

-By Kevin Guth 
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From the Desk of Laura Bryant, Superintendent 
 

 

 

 

 

 
I hope the new year is treat-

ing you well.  We continue 

to press on here in the dis-

trict, welcoming all students 

back to school full-time after 

the holidays.  Our students 

and staff have been resilient 

this year, adapting to all of 

the changes and challenges 

that come our way.  I’m 

really proud of everyone for 

the tenacity they’ve shown!   

 

Recent changes to quaran-

tine guidelines affecting 

schools looks promising that 

we should be able to attend 

in-person for the remainder 

of the school year.  Under 

previous CDC guidelines, 

children who were within 6 

feet for at least 15 minutes 

of another child with 

COVID-19 were considered 

close contacts regardless of 

mask usage.  Ohio con-

ducted a study this fall with 9 

school districts that ex-

plored the question:  If a 

child in a supervised setting 

was in close contact (defined 

as within six feet for 15 min-

utes) to another child with 

COVID-19 and both children 

were wearing masks prop-

erly, did the close contact 

child need to stay home to 

quarantine?  Data analysis 

shows that children who 

were close contacts and ap-

propriately masked had rates 

of COVID-19 that were 

similar to children with no 

known COVID exposure in 

school.  The COVID-19 rate 

in the comparison group 

suggests community trans-

mission outside the school 

setting.  In other words, be-

cause of the safety precau-

tions schools are taking, chil-

dren are not contracting the 

virus here at school.  These 

findings have caused the 

Ohio Department of Health 

to revise quarantine guide-

lines for schools.  The new 

guidelines allow us to use 3 

feet, rather than 6 feet, for 

quarantine purposes in class-

room settings if both stu-

dents were properly 

masked.  This does not 

cover areas where masks are 

not worn, such as during 

lunch and while participating 

in sports.  We are working 

with the Seneca County 

Health Department to con-

firm all of the details related 

to the new guidelines.  How-

ever, we are optimistic that 

under new guidance, we 

should have to quarantine far 

less kids than before, thus 

keeping all kids in school five 

days a week. 

 

As one can predict, our ex-

penses in the district have 

increased this year due to 

COVID-related health and 

safety protocols.  We have 

purchased materials and PPE 

including hand sanitizer, 

cleaning solution, paper tow-

els, masks, electrostatic 

sprayers and more.  Addi-

tionally, we have added 

personnel costs, including 

extra time to sanitize bus-

ses and increased custodial 

help at each building to as-

sist with sanitation proto-

cols.  To help defer some 

of these costs, the district 

received over $75,000 in 

revenue from the Cares 

Act and Coronavirus Relief 

Fund.  The district also ap-

plied for and was rewarded 

over $40,000 in Cares Act 

money through Sandusky 

County to help offset costs 

related to the pan-

demic.  These increased 

funds have greatly helped 

protect the district from 

absorbing all the costs on 

our own.  We continue to 

practice fiscal responsibility 

in the district and make it a 

top priority, even despite a 

worldwide pandemic. 

 

I wish everyone in the Old 

Fort community good 

health, bright spirits, and a 

prosperous 2021.  It con-

tinues to be a privilege to 

lead this great dis-

trict.  Please reach out if 

you ever have any ques-

tions, thoughts or concerns 

you would like to 

share.  Thank you! 

 

With Children at Heart, 

 
  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Our students 

and staff have 

been resilient 

this year, 

adapting to all 

of the changes 

and challenges 

that come our 

way.  ”  
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 From the Desk of Erica Cobb, High School Principal 

“Our BLT 

(building 

leadership team) 

has been busy all 

school year: 

creating our 

learning 

platforms, holding 

multiple 

discussions related 

to the educational 

process during 

both hybrid and 

remote, and 

revisiting concepts 

that may be 

improved.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have successfully made it through the 

first semester!  Believe me when I say, we 

are ecstatic to have our students back face 

to face.  

Our BLT (building leadership team) has 

been busy all school year: creating our 

learning platforms, holding multiple dis-

cussions related to the educational process 

during both hybrid and remote, and revis-

iting concepts that may be improved.  In 

the event Old Fort high school has to tran-

sition to remote learning, the staff will be 

following the new plan below.  Please 

note the key changes:   

 Students are to be present on 

Zoom Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday.    

 Daily schedules are now 

blocked to allow students and 

 teachers more time together, as     

well as time for students to com-

plete work with the teacher avail-

able on Zoom. 

 Wednesdays are scheduled 

office hours from 8:00-12:00 

and 1:15-3:15.  Set up a time 

with your teacher to meet 

during your specified class 

period.   

Congratulations to the following stu-

dents for earning student of the quarter 

for 1st quarter and 2nd quarter: Heath 

Lemons, Arianna Smith, Jordan Cobb, 

Hannah Pemberton, Bradyn Frankart, 

Chloe Gillespie, Elijah Shiley, Autumn 

Fitch, Casey Clouse, Jada Howard, Ben-

nett Wasserman, Jaime Shiley, Cale Hull, 

Mylee Sebetto, Drew McDannell, Logan 

Sebetto, Benjamin Hemmingway, Madilyn 

Blankenship, Nathan DeRodes, Brooke 

Withrow, Andrew Combs, Jaislynn 

Woodall, Zach Dewese, and Amy 

Corfman.  These students exhibit leader-

ship, effort, model behavior, and they 

contribute to a positive classroom at-

mosphere. 

Thank you for the continued support, 

Erica Cobb 
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From the Desk of Kristina Smith, Elementary Principal 

5  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Happy New Year!  How excit-

ing is it that we are starting our 

second semester? Our students 

have been hard at work learn-

ing new things and strengthen-

ing previously taught 

skills.  From learning to blend 

phonemes in Kindergarten to 

long division in 4th grade to 

studying Ancient China in 6th 

grade, we are challenging them 

and striving for the growth of 

all students.   

 

I am sure you are wondering 

what has been happening in our 

building the past couple of 

months, so I would like to catch 

you up as best as I can.  In No-

vember, we held our Parent-

Teacher Conferences, via 

zoom, with great suc-

cess.  Teachers were still able 

to connect with parents to dis-

cuss how each student was 

progressing.  There were op-

portunities to share growths 

seen and discuss extra supports 

being provided for our stu-

dents.  We also held a profes-

sional development day for our 

staff.  Staff members worked 

with a representative from 

ODE to learn about Depth of 

Knowledge when assessing stu-

dents.  They also were pre-

sented with information from 

CASA (Court Appointed Spe-

cial Advocate) and Children’s 

Services.  It was a great day of 

learning for all. 

 

Throughout December, stu-

dents and staff had the oppor-

tunity to show their holiday 

spirit with dress up days, such 

as holiday movie character day 

and candy cane day.  They also 

were given kindness tasks and 

classrooms were visited by 

the kindness elves asking stu-

dents to complete tasks as a 

group.  The (mask-covered) 

smiles and joys that appeared 

in this month were amazing 

and heartwarming. It was such 

a pleasure to see students 

continue to enjoy being at 

school.   

 

We also completed two of 

our PBIS incentives. For No-

vember, students made their 

very own ornament to hang 

on our tree in the li-

brary.  We added a commu-

nity service piece to this in-

centive and had students make 

holiday cards to share with 

nearby nursing homes.  While 

in December, students at-

tended a Winter Wonderland 

lunch.  They loved the lights 

and decorations, and we hope 

to continue to add to this 

each year. 

 

As we enter into January, 

there are a few things I would 

like you to be aware of in the 

upcoming months.  

Kindergarten registration: On 

January 15th, we will be shar-

ing information about our pre-

registration for Kindergarten 

on our website. There will be 

forms that can be filled out 

electronically, including a 

transportation form. Please 

remember if you are register-

ing a student that is not in our 

district, you will also need to 

fill out an open enrollment form 

to be reviewed for accep-

tance.  Please feel free to con-

tact the Old Fort Elementary 

office at 419-986-5166 if you 

have any questions. 

 

Spring Conferences: Spring par-

ent-teacher conferences will be 

held on March 4, 2021 this year. 

Teachers will be reaching out to 

parents, if a conference is 

needed. 

 

Parent Involvement Survey: As 

we move forward and think 

ahead, we would like to get your 

input on how you would like to 

be involved with the 

school.  Our Parent & Commu-

nity Team created a survey to 

get feedback from our parents & 

community.  Please take a few 

minutes to answer this survey 

by going to the Old Fort web-

site, click the elementary drop 

down and clicking on the Parent 

Involvement Survey.  You can 

also type in the following link: 

https://forms.gle/

SKTdkf3nKJJJgE2A9 

Please do not hesitate to con-

tact me if you ever need any-

thing.  I am very honored to lead 

Old Fort Elementary.   

 
Your Partner in Education, 

Mrs. Kristina Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

We appreciate the wonderful donation of a 

“Buddy Bench” from the Leadership Sandusky 

County Class of 2020! 

“The (mask-

covered) smiles 

and joy that 

appeared in this 

month was 

amazing and 

heartwarming.  

It was such a 

pleasure to see 

students 

continue to 

enjoy being at 

school.”   

https://forms.gle/SKTdkf3nKJJJgE2A9
https://forms.gle/SKTdkf3nKJJJgE2A9


       From the Desk of Jason Miller,  Assistant High School Principal/Athletic Director 
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I would like to take a moment 

to thank our community, par-
ents, coaches, players, teach-

ing staff, and administration 
for all of your support and 

patience, as we have navigated 
through this difficult sports 

season.  We have never ex-
perienced anything like this, 

but somehow we were able 
to complete a fall sports sea-

son and we are close to com-
pleting a winter season as 

well.  This has not been with-
out trials and tribulations as a 
result of the Covid-19 pan-

demic, but our student ath-
letes and coaches have contin-

ued to persevere and accept 
every challenge and overcome 

them to continue to play!  I 
know this season has not 

looked like any previous sea-
son, but parents have been 

able to attend, the pep band 
has been playing, and our 

sports teams have been repre-
senting Old Fort well!  Also, I 

would like to give a special 
thank you to Mr. Russell Sny-

der, who has graciously volun-
teered his time and talents to 
stream and broadcast our 

home basketball games.  This 
process has allowed our com-

munity to still get a chance to 
enjoy some normalcy, even if 

they cannot be there in per-
son.   
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The 2020 Fall Sports Season 
wrap up: 

 
Boys’ Golf Team: The best 

finishes were 2nd at the Se-
neca East Invite as well as fin-

ishing 2nd in the SBC.  Adam 
Magers was the Medalist at 
the Seneca East Invite and 

Andrew Combs was the 
Medalist at the St. Joseph In-

vite.  Sandusky Bay Confer-
ence Honors:  Andrew 

Combs and Adam Magers re-
ceived 1st Team Honors, 

Colin Nutter made 2nd Team, 
and Pierson Steyer was Hon-

orable Mention.  Adam and 
Andrew also made Honorable 

Mention for the Northwest 
District in Ohio.   

 
Girls’ Cross Country 

Team:  The Girls’ Team 
placed 1st in the following 
invitationals: Willard, Seneca 

East, Lakota, St. Joseph, MAL 
Reunion, and the Old Fort 

Invite.  They also were 2nd in 
the SBC.  The team went on 

to win the District Champion-
ship and finished their season 

by placing 12th at the Regional 
meet.  Individual SBC honors 

included: Macie Miller, Cam-
eran Cleveland, and Hannah 

Tackett all making 1st Team, 
and Ryanne Benner receiving 

2nd Team honors.  The team 
also had three runners finish 

in the top 10 at Dis-
tricts:  Macie finished 2nd, 
Cameran was 8th, and Hannah 

finished 9th!   
 

Boys’ Cross Country 
Team:  The Boys’ Team 

were able to take 1st place at 
the Willard Invitational.  The 

team also qualified for the 

Regional Meet by placing 3rd 

in the District race.  The team 
finished its season by finishing 

17th at the Regional 
meet.  The following runners 

received individual hon-
ors:  Garrett Havens was 1st 

Team all SBC and Parker Du-
Bois earned 2nd Team hon-
ors.  Garrett also placed 6th 

in the District Meet.   
 

Soccer:  The Soccer Team 
was able to finish the season 

at 3-12.  The team competed 
all year with every team, and 

will be looking to improve in 
the 2021 season.  The follow-

ing players received individual 
honors:  Isaac Snyder earned 

2nd Team SBC Honors, and 
these players all received 

Honorable Mention in SBC- 
Isaac Curbelo, Myles Miller, 

and Shane Webb.   
 
Volleyball: The Volleyball 

Team had an outstanding sea-
son finishing with a 20-4 re-

cord and 13-3 in the SBC 
earning them 2nd place.  The 

team earned a state ranking as 
high as 11th during the sea-

son.  The team won the Sec-
tional title, and eventually lost 

in the District semifinals.  The 
players also earned several 

individual honors:  Grace 
Wasserman- 1st Team SBC, 

1st Team District Honors, and 
3rd Team All-Ohio!  Jordan 

Reineck- 1st Team SBC and 
2nd Team All District.  Kara 
Davidson- 2nd Team SBC and 

3rd Team All District.  Also, 
Christa Kuhn and Chloe Wil-

kinson earned Honorable 
Mention Honors in the SBC. 

  
Sincerely, 

Jason Miller   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

“Also, I would 

like to give a 

special thank 

you to Mr. 

Russell Snyder, 

who has 

graciously 

volunteered his 

time and 

talents to 

stream and 

broadcast our 

home 

basketball 

games.”   



  From the Desk of Brittni Faist, Assistant Elementary Principal/ District Special Education Coordinator 
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Greetings Old Fort fami-

lies and community mem-

bers. It is hard to believe 

that we are already half-

way through the school 

year.  Our students and 

staff have shown tremen-

dous perseverance in 

overcoming the unique 

challenges that this school 

year has posed, and I am 

incredibly proud of each 

and every one!!  Our stu-

dents have been working 

hard to earn their 

monthly PBIS rewards and 

fill their stamp cards.  Once 

students fill their stamp 

cards, they have the oppor-

tunity to play PLINKO dur-

ing Friday’s lunch for various 

prizes or coupons!!   
 

As Director of Special Edu-

cation, I have the privilege of 

working with the dedicated 

Intervention Specialists in 

our district.  Our team has 

adapted  to the needs of our 

students and their families. 

Many of the challenges 

brought on by this school 

year have also provided us 

with unique opportunities to 

strengthen communication 

and meet the individual 

needs of our students.    If 

you have any questions re-

garding your student's Spe-
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cial Education services, 

please feel free to reach 

out to me at any time. 

 

Sincerely,  

Brittni Faist 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Many of the 

challenges 

brought on by 

this school year 

have also 

provided us 

with unique 

opportunities 

to strengthen 

communication 

and meet the 

individual 

needs of our 

students.” 

Updates from the Kindness Club 
Old Fort Elementary is excited to announce that we have established our very own 

Kindness Club.  The 5th grade girls (with the help of Mrs. Faist) have been working 

together to build this club.  The mission of the Old Fort Kindness Club is to spread 
kindness throughout our school buildings, community, and coming soon the world!!  

 
During the month of December the Kindness Club hid our Old Fort Kindness Elves in 

different classrooms each day.  The Elves gave each class a kindness challenge to com-
plete.  Students and teachers enjoyed this fun activity, and we will all be looking out for 

the Kindness Elves next December. 

 
The Kindness Club is preparing to lead the Elementary’s participation in The Great Kindness Challenge. Students will partici-

pate in the 10th annual Great Kindness Challenge the week of January 25 - 29, 2021, and we enthusiastically invite our entire 

community to join in and cheer them on. 

 
The Great Kindness Challenge is a positive and uplifting program that creates a culture of kindness in schools, communities and 

the world. Using a kindness checklist, schools and families are challenged to complete as many acts of kindness as possible. The 

School Edition is an annual one-week celebration during the last week of January. The Family Edition is year-round. Families may 
get involved by signing up at no cost: http://greatkindnesschallenge.org.  

 
As part of The Great Kindness Challenge, the students of Old Fort Elementary will also participate in the Kind Coins Cam-
paign.  The 2020/2021 Kind Coins for Mexico Campaign is a unifying service project to help build a school and friendship center 

in Tijuana, Mexico. All Great Kindness Challenge students, families, and communities are whole-heartedly invited to partici-

pate.  Last year students around the world raised over $60,000 to help build a medical center in Liberia.  
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I’m Brianna Davidson and being in Art 4 is 
great. I’ve been in art since 7th grade in 
school. I’ve always been into art ever since I 
can remember. Art has been the one thing 
that I’ve always liked growing up. My favor-
ite projects would have to be acrylic paint-
ing, especially painting it on glass. Some 
hobbies of mine are enjoying the outdoors, 
swimming, traveling,  creating art, and hik-
ing. I’ve played five years of basketball and 
track. Track is by far my favorite sport. 
Plans for my future are that I’m going to be 
a part of the United States Marine Corps. 
I’ve already made up my contract, and I’m 
on the right path. Hopefully after this, I can 
become a doctor, but only if I don’t choose 
to stay in and make a career out of the Ma-
rines.  

Art/News 

         TLC did an awesome job on the student section! 

The Teen Leadership Class chose 

the word PERSEVERE as their fo-

cus for the remainder of the 2021 

school year. They are excited and 

ready to PERSEVERE and help 

make this year the best yet! What's 

your word?  
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Holiday Time Fun at Old Fort! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 

 

2 
Senior Night-Boys 
Basketball 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
Homecoming 
Game 

 

Midterm 

6 

 

7 
 

8 
Board meeting  
6:00 P.M. 

9 

 

10 
 

11 
 

12 

 

13 

 

14 
 

15 
Presidents Day-No 

School 

16 
 

17 
ACT Practice 

8:00 A.M. 

18 

 

19 

 

 

20 

 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
ACT  
8:00 A.M. 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

February 2021 
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March 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 
Staff  
Professional 

Development- 

No School for 
Students 

2 3 

 

4 
Elementary 
PT  

Conferences 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 
Board Meeting 
6:00 P.M. 

9 

 

10 

 

11 
 

12 
End of 3rd Quarter 

13 

 

14 

 

15 
 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 
 

20 

 

21 

 

22 
 

23 
 

24 25 
 
NHS 

Induction  

Ceremony  
6:30-7:30 

26 
 

 

27 
 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

 

  

  

 


