
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF THE PLATTE-GEDDES SCHOOL 

DISTRICT #11-5 BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2021 

 

President J. Sondgeroth called the regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Platte-Geddes School District 

#11-5 to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, January 11, 2021, in the Library at the Platte-Geddes High School.  The 

meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Members present: Jess Sondgeroth, Ross Varilek, Duke Starr, Heather VanDerWerff, Dennis DeBoer, Ross Van 

Zee, Roxi Summerville 

   

Members absent:     None 

 

Others present: Superintendent Joel Bailey, Business Manager Kathy Holter, Secondary Principal Patrick 

Frederick, Elementary Principal Jennifer Knecht, Mark Burket, Randal Brumbaugh, Tom Olsen, 

Steve Olsen, Travis DeBuhr, Brandon Semmler, Roxane Dyk, Kip DeGroot, Frank Cutler, 

Bruce and Sadie Hanson, and Jason Huizenga.  Via Zoom: Denise Mushitz, Carey Hoffman, 

Caitlin DeGroot, Lynn Walstad, Brandon Van Zee, Ryan Lantz, Kristen Maxon, Phyllis Daum, 

Sharon Huizenga, Donna Duba, Lacee Mills, Susan Hoffman, Trina Olsen, Wendy Wollman, 

Tricia Meyerink, Trisha Frandsen, Jodi Kuipers, Melissa Johnson, James Olson, Staci Erickson, 

Kyle Meyerink, Katy Burket, Kayla DeGroot, Molly Koester, Erica Boltjes, Nathan 

Timmerman, Melanie Sondgeroth, Joni Van Zee, Alisa Nachtigal, Teresa Nelson, Darcie 

DuFrain, Callie Houdeshell, Josie DeHaan, Emily Vandenhoek, Scott Brown, Sandy DuFrain, 

Ashley Frederick, Shawn Wynia, Jared DeWaard, Jarrod Lang, DeEtta Zwart, Michael Miller, 

Kally Millar 

 

Additions or deletions to this agenda 

The following items were added to the printed agenda:  Public Participation:  Caitlin DeGroot-Better Lesson 

Instructional Coaching, Kip DeGroot-Masks, Sadie Hanson-Wrestling Facility and Wrestling Coop.  Routine 

Business:  Out of State Travel Request, Black Panthers Live Worker Payment 

 

Approve agenda 

Motion D. Starr, seconded R. Varilek approving the agenda as amended.  All members present voted aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approve Consent Agenda 

Motion R. Van Zee, seconded H. VanDerWerff approving the following consent agenda: 

 Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting on Monday, December 14, 2020 

 Authorize Payment of Claims for January 20, 2021 

 Approve Report of Cash Transactions dated 12/31/2020 

All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Participation 

Randal Brumbaugh spoke to the board of education regarding school board procedures and extracurricular 

activities. 

 

Caitlin DeGroot shared with the board her positive experience she is having with the Better Lesson Virtual 

Instructional Coaching. 

 

Kip DeGroot was in attendance to voice his opinion on board member responsibilities and the mask mandate. 

 

Sadie Hanson addressed the board concerning facilities for the wrestling program and forming a true wrestling 

cooperative with the other area schools. 

Routine Business  

 Conflict of Interest Disclosures and Consideration of Waivers 

 None 

  COVID-19 Report 

  Mr. Mark Burket, CEO of Platte Health Center Avera, was present to give an update on the present COVID-

19 situation in the area.  He noted that our area saw a spike in COVID-19 cases after the holiday season 

and that it is still experiencing substantial community spread.  Mr. Burket also informed the board of 

education that vaccinations for school district staff have been pushed back to the first week in February. 

 Good News Report 

  The 6th grade Social Studies classes had their Donors Choose project funded. It was called STEM in Social 

Studies, and it included supplies to help make/build structures from different Ancient Civilizations. 



  Supt. Bailey also informed the board the three of the nine water bottle filling stations have been received. 

 Superintendent Report 

The Department of Education informed the district that it has been moved to Level 2 for Title I Monitoring 

which is how the state monitors school districts for Title I compliance.  Supt. Bailey has spent time 

uploading the district’s Title I procedures and protocols. Once all of the information is uploaded, the DOE 

office will review everything and provide technical assistance if any changes are necessary.  

Supt. Bailey reported that over half of the staff members have signed up to receive the Moderna COVID-

19 vaccination when it becomes available. 

Superintendents had a conference call with Noelle Ellerson Ng from AASA on Friday to discuss the 

Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act that will be coming to public schools.  

The most recent information suggests that schools will receive four times the amount they received through 

the CARES ESSER Grant which was $112,618 for the Platte-Geddes School District.  This round of 

funding will have the same spending options as the first CARES ESSER Grant but equitable services to 

private schools will not apply.  The emphasis of these funds will be towards addressing learning loss, 

testing, and upgrades to improve air quality in school buildings.  Funds must be obligated by September 

20, 2023.    

 

Cedar Grove Colony will have an opportunity to showcase their school when they receive their National 

Title I Distinguished School Award via virtual conference.  Supt. Bailey would like to put together a video 

which highlights their unique school setting and education program. 

Business Manager Report 

The 2021 Impact Aid Payment of $76,397.00 was received on December 30th. 

The notice for school board member vacancies will be published in the district’s legal newspapers the last 

two weeks in January. Petitions may begin to circulate on January 29th with a return date of February 26th. 

The terms of Ross Van Zee and Ross Varilek will expire June 30, 2021. 

Budget preparation for the 2021-2022 school term will begin this month. 

The 2021 NAFIS Spring Conference will be held virtually on March 15-17. Given the nature of the 

pandemic and the operating status of the DC area and congressional offices, the NAFIS Board decided to 

hold the conference as a virtual event. 

Elementary Principal Report 

 Elementary staff are in the process of choosing a new reading curriculum for grades K-5.  Teachers have 

been surveyed to determine a focus for the new curriculum.  Committee members have also been reading 

the latest research regarding the process of teaching reading.  Mrs. Knecht thanked the committee members 

for their time and willingness to serve on the committee. 

 

 Changes have been made to the Future Panther Program in order to include more students and as a result 

of the COVID 19 pandemic.  With the possibility of fewer students attending games this year and in an 

effort to eliminate young students from being on the basketball court prior to games, basketball players are 

personally visiting each classroom each week and drawing winners for the basketball and t-shirt.  This year 

the basketballs are donated by Miller Insurance and Tim & Linda Whalen.  The t-shirts are donated by C 

& D Electric and the Platte Food Center.   

   Secondary Principal Report 

   This semester the district has a total of 66 students taking dual credit/online/concurrent courses.  Of those 

students, 26 students are taking dual credit courses, 6 students are taking concurrent courses, and the 

remaining 34 students are taking various online courses. 

 

   Mr. Frederick reached out to his staff to get their feedback on the district mask mandate.  Of the 27 staff 

members contacted, nineteen staff members voted yes in favor of continuing the mask mandate and three 

members voted in opposition to continuing the mask mandate. 

 Mid Central Coop Report 

   R. Summerville reported on information received regarding the Mid Central Educational Coop lawsuits 

and imminent dissolution of the cooperative. 

 Core Educational Coop Report 

 R. Van Zee reported on the January 6, 2021 Core Educational Cooperative meeting. 

 Return to Learn Plan and Elementary Mask Mandate 

Supt. Bailey has reached out to the medical providers on the Return to Learn Committee and Sanford 

doctors for guidance on the continuation of the mask mandate. The Platte Health Center has seen an increase 

in positive cases this week and there is still substantial community spread. They feel it would be premature 

to remove the mask mandate at this time. Dr. Jeremy Cauwels from Sanford also agreed that it is too early 

to remove masks. He recommends moving to only recommending masks, once the county and local 

infection rates fall below 5%. 



The district’s goal of keeping the students/staff healthy and in school for face-to-face instruction has not 

changed. Based on local, county, and state data, along with the medical professionals’ recommendations, 

the administration would like to keep the mask mandate in effect and review it again at the February board 

meeting. 

The board of education discussed the mask mandate at considerable length.  Following discussion, motion 

D. Starr, seconded D. DeBoer removing the mask mandate.  Teachers with underlying health issues may 

still require students to wear masks while in their classrooms.  Member voting aye:  D. DeBoer, D. Starr, 

R. Varilek, H. VanDerWerff, J. Sondgeroth.  Opposed:  R. Van Zee, R. Summerville.  Motion carried.   

Motion H. VanDerWerff, seconded D. Starr amending the Return to Learn Plan close contact procedures.  

In summary, if a child is not wearing a mask and is exposed to an individual that tests positive for COVID-

19, they will be required to quarantine for the recommended amount of time.  Students that are exposed to 

an individual that tests positive for COVID-19, but are wearing masks will be considered a “presumptive 

close contact” and will be able to remain in school.  The “presumptive close contacts” must monitor for 

symptoms for 14 days.  All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

Motion R. Varilek, seconded D. DeBoer amending the original motion regarding the removal of the mask 

mandate to include an effective date of Tuesday, January 19, 2021.  All members present voted aye.  Motion 

carried. 

Winter Athletics/Activity Procedures and Protocols 

Last month, the school board decided to table the Winter Athletics/Activity Procedures & Protocols agenda 

item to see how the first home game went.  

The SDHSAA Board approved a motion recommending schools implement mask use and limit 

attendance in accordance with facility size through the winter seasons. They went on to say, “We know that 

everyone is in different situations with this and we also know that enforcement is not easy. However, the 

more each of us can do to help out, the better the season will be.” 

After considerable discussion, the board of education did not make any change to its current practice.  

Masks will continue to be required by all when attending winter athletics/activities and attendance will not 

be limited at this time.  Games will be closely monitored for compliance, and if the mask requirement is 

not being followed the board will reconsider limiting attendance. 

Second Reading Section E Policies, Support Services 

 The board of education gave second reading to Section E Policies, Support Services.  Motion R. Van Zee, 

seconded D. DeBoer approving Section E Policies, Support Services and adopting as reviewed and revised.  

All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

Elementary Parking Lot Discussion 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee met in December and felt that the board should, at least, hold a 

discussion in early 2021 to decide whether to use asphalt or concrete to pave the north parking lot at the 

elementary.  The following cost estimates were received from Brosz Engineering:    

North Parking Lot (asphalt): $254,077.50         (concrete): $420,939.50 

Northwest Parking Lot (asphalt concrete composite): $94,773.00 

The board of education felt that they need to evaluate the short and long term capital project needs of the 

district before making a decision on the parking lots.  No action was taken. 

Approve Driver Education Instructor Contract 

Motion D. Starr, seconded R. Van Zee approving the contract of Ms. Sara Kraft as Driver’s Education 

Instructor at an hourly wage of $18.00/hour for up to ten hours of prep time, thirty hours of classroom 

instruction, and six hours per student for behind-the-wheel instruction.  All members present voted aye.  

Motion carried.   

Appoint District Legislative Action Network (LAN) Representative 

 Motion H. VanDerWerff, seconded D. Starr appointing R. Van Zee as Platte-Geddes School District 

Legislative Action Network Representative.  LAN members will periodically be contacted by ASBSD 

asking them to contact their legislator(s) and attend to legislative issues.  All members present voted aye.  

Motion carried. 

Approve Voluntary Separation Request from Mr. Jeff Patzlaff, Band Instructor 

Mr. Jeff Patzlaff has submitted his request for voluntary separation to be effective at the end of the 2020-

2021 school term.  Supt. Bailey thanked Mr. Patzllaff for his 34 years of service and commended him on 

the exceptional music program he has built. Motion R. Van Zee, seconded D. Starr approving the voluntary 

separation request of Mr. Jeff Patzlaff effective the end of the 2020-2021 school term and authorizing the 

administration to advertise the position.  All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

Out of State Travel Request 

Mrs. Jennifer Knecht requested to attend the National Association of Elementary Principals Conference in 

Chicago in July of 2021.  The year 2021 marks their 100th anniversary conference and it is promised to be 

a big event.  Approximate total cost to attend the event which includes registration fee, travel, meals and 

lodging is $3,000.00.  Motion R. Van Zee, seconded H. VanDerWerff approving the out-of-state travel 



request for Mrs. Jennifer Knecht to attend the National Association of Elementary Principals Conference 

in Chicago.  All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

Black Panthers Live Worker Payment 

 The board of education would like to begin compensating those involved in broadcasting events on Black 

Panthers Live.  The service has always been important but has become even more so since the COVID-19 

pandemic.  The board thanked Supt. Bailey, Stacey Larson, and students operating the camera for their 

contributions. Motion R. Van Zee, seconded R. Summerville to pay the production and announcer positions 

$30.00 per night and the camera person $10.00 per night.  All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

 Supt. Bailey added that he will not accept any type of payment as he volunteers to do it and considers it a 

service to the school and community.  The board of education and Supt. Bailey hope the compensation will 

incentivize others in helping with this service. 

Set Time/Date for February Board Meeting 

 The February School Board Meeting will remain as scheduled on February 8th at 7:00 p.m. in the High 

School Library.  

Executive Session 

 Motion R. Van Zee, seconded R. Varilek to enter into executive session at 9:22 p.m. for Personnel pursuant 

SDCL 1-25-2(1) to discuss Administrative Contracts.  All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

 President J. Sondgeroth declared executive session closed at 9:39 p.m. 

 

 Motion R. Summerville, seconded D. Starr to enter into executive session at 9:39 p.m. for Personnel pursuant 

SDCL 1-25-2(1) to perform the Superintendent Evaluation.  All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

  President J. Sondgeroth declared executive session closed at 10:42 p.m. 

Approve Offering Administrative Contracts 

Motion R. Summerville, seconded D. Starr offering contracts to the following administrators for the 2021-

2022 school term with salaries, terms, and conditions to be set at a later date:  Superintendent Joel Bailey, 

Secondary Principal Patrick Frederick, Elementary Principal Jennifer Knecht, Business Manager Kathy 

Holter, and Network Administrator Mike Neugebauer.  All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

Adjournment 

Motion D. DeBoer, seconded R. Summerville to adjourn the meeting at 10:43 p.m.  All members present voted 

aye.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

_______________________________                      _______________________________ 

President                Business Manager 
 


