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A

s I was preparing to write this article, several thoughts weighed heavily on
my heart, but I was unsure how to express them in words. So, I did some
reflecting on last year’s article of being a new community member to see
if it would get me started, and it did.
“From the first moment of entering the community, kindness, friendliness,
and genuine acceptance have been the norm. I have watched complete
strangers offer assistance to someone in need. There are public events designed to
express support and caring for others. As stakeholders, you support the schools while still
holding us accountable for improvement. Families feel safe with their children in the
community and school, even as terrible tragedies happen in other areas of our state and
nation.”
As we begin looking and planning for the coming year, we need to reflect on our past and
keep the old saying in mind. “Hindsight is always 2020. (Please excuse the pun.) The
following is what I believe we should reflect on and remember.
1. No one is perfect. We need to make sure our children know differences do not make
someone better or worse, it just makes them different. Being mean, rude, or
disrespectful of others simply to make oneself feel better or to make others feel less
important only causes more anger and harms society.
2. We will never agree on everything, BUT we must agree that it is okay to disagree AND
do so agreeably. As adults, we must model this ethical and moral responsibility for
our children.
3. Survival of small-town America is dependent on those who love living and raising their
children in the community and do so by sharing their positive and unwavering
support with others. The Under Armor companies advertising had it right in this idea,
“We must protect this house.” We need to let friends, family, and those outside of
DUS know of our commitment and belief in this community and school district.
4. Let us first stand together for what is right and by doing our best to treat every person
with love and understanding. To stand up for each other, we must address poor
behavior when observed or read in society, and yes, this includes social media. Let’s
agree that disagreement does not mean one person is wrong, but that we have
different perspectives and, in doing so, does not change who we are as a person.
Let’s bring back civility, good manners, respect for others, putting others before
ourselves, and just being nice to each other.
Believe me, I know how hard staying positive is to do while dealing with struggles and
challenges. Our mindset is critical to achieving success in all aspects of life. We either
succumb to despair or push on to greatness. As Lou Holtz said, “If you put negative thoughts
into your mind you're going to get negative results. It’s just as true that if you put positive
thoughts in your mind, you will be a recipient of positive results.”
That is why my word for 2021 is optimism. I hope we all experience much positivity this
coming year.
Jonathan M. Whan, Superintendent
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WELCOME NEW STAFF
JENNIFER LITTEN
High School: Tell City High School,
IN
College: University of Southern
Indiana
Degree: BS, MA Education
Assignment: Kindergarten,
Kincheloe Elementary
Previous Experience: 1st Grade in Clarksville, TN
and Kindergarten in Nashville, TN.
Family: Husband Brian, dog Ace
Interests: I love to read, spend time with family, quilt,
bake, and cook.
I went into education because…I love working
the children and I want to make a difference.
My goal/philosophy as an educator is...I believe
that all students can learn.

ALLISON KARASCH
LIWY

C

High School: Lawton High School
College: Grand Valley State University
Degree: BS in Education & Integrated
Science
Assignment: 1st grade Kincheloe
Previous Experience: Summer school parapro and
migrant program parapro.
Interests: I enjoy reading and spending time outdoors,
crocheting, and caring for my two pets.
I went into education because… I want to help
students to feel nurtured in their creativity and successful in
their endeavors. I want to provide hope for their bright
futures.
I’m looking forward to...seeing a school year where
things return to normal and I can experience a full school year
in-person with my students.

I’m looking forward to...working with the
kindergarteners at Kincheloe.

FRANCES GREEN
High School: Hastings High School

AJ HIGH

College: Western Michigan
University

College: Western Michigan University

Degree: BS, Elementary Education
Assignment: 4th Grade, Kincheloe
Previous Experience: 5 years teaching 2nd grade in
Edwardsburg
Family: Husband John. Children Terry, Shelby,
Elizabeth, and Nicholas. Three grandchildren, Autumn,
Lucas, and Amelia
Interests: I enjoy reading every night. I also enjoy
working in my flower gardens in the summer.
I went into education because…I was inspired to
be a teacher early in life. My first grade teacher, Mrs.
Duhnam was the epitome of a nurturing and passionate
teacher. The inspiration stayed with me as I grew and was
the driving force behind me entering into the education
field as an adult.
I’m looking forward to...teaching in the district of
my home and where my children attend school.

LIWY

C

High School: Marcellus High School
Degree: BA History and Social Studies,
MA Special Education
Assignment: Special Education at
Union High School
Previous Experience: I have a total of 18 years of
teaching history and social studies for grades 6-12, and
special education at the high school level.
Family: Wife Ashley, four children, Lincoln, Jayla, Harper,
and Reagan.
Interests: Spending time with family, camping, golfing, and
sports.
I went into education because… I want to help
provide my students tools that will help them be successful in
life after high school.
I’m looking forward to...working with and getting to
know my students and colleagues.
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WELCOME NEW STAFF
KELSEY PARMLEY
High School: Dowagiac Union HS
College: SMC, Western Michigan
University
Degree: AA, BA Elementary Education
Assignment: 3rd Grade, Patrick
Hamilton
Previous Experience: Taught 2nd & 4th grade at
Kennedy Academy in South Bend, 1st grade & kdgn. in
Niles, and 7th grade at Benton Harbor Charter
Family: Daughter Kennedy, twin sons Colton & Vincent
Interests: I enjoy spending time with family, cooking,
gardening, and learning something new.
I went into education because…I knew from the
3rd grade I wanted to be a teacher. I told my parents that
year I would be a teacher, and sure enough, here I am
teaching 3rd grade in Dowagiac!

DENISE HIESTAND
High School: Robert E. Peary High
School, Rockville, MD
College: Purdue University, Indiana
State University
Degree: MA Fine Arts, BA Art History
Assignment: Art, Kincheloe
Previous Experience: Taught Art at both the high
school and elementary levels in Michigan and Indiana.
Family: Husband, 3 daughters, 3 sons-in-law, 2 grandchildren with another one on the way!
Interests: I enjoy art creations, cooking, gardening, music,
family, friends, and photography.

I’m looking forward to...being a part of the Pat Ham
staff and teaching in the community I grew up in. It has
been a dream come true!
LAURA MCINTYRE
High School: Mt. Assisi Academy

HEATHER SNYDER
High School: Crete-Monee, Crete,IL

College: Lewis University

College: Governors State, Walden

Degree: BA Elementary Education

Degree: BA Early Childhood/Spec Ed.,
MA Reading/Mathematics

Assignment: 3rd Grade at Patrick
Hamilton
Previous Experience: Taught as a Academic Mentor
at Amos Alonzo Stagg, taught 3rd grade at Goodings Grove
Elementary.
Family: Husband James, daughter Cassidy and son
James
Interests: I love to cook and spend time with family and
friends, spending time at the lake driving and riding wave
runners and our snowmobiles in the winter.
I went into education because…I taught figure
skating and loved working with kids. I want to be that
teacher who makes a difference not only teaching basic
concepts but to be an impact for the rest of their lives.
I’m looking forward to...becoming a intricate part of
this community.

Assignment: 5th Grade, Sister Lakes
Previous Experience: In 19th year of teaching. Has
taught primary through high school.
Family: Brood of dachshunds/Chihuahuas
Interests: I enjoy sports of any kind, I also was a
volunteer firefighter/EMT and working with foreign
exchange students.
I went into education because… I want to make a
difference.
My goal/philosophy as an educator is...one
person can impact the world through a student.
I’m looking forward to...coming back to the area to
live full-time.
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UNION HIGH SCHOOL—LIFE’S CURVEBALL

t is the bottom of the ninth, there are 2 runners on and your team is down by 2
runs. There are 2 strikes, and on the last pitch, you swung and missed on a
changeup. You squeeze the grip on your bat and watch as the pitcher releases an
obvious curveball when you were waiting on a fastball….
What has 2020 taught Dowagiac Union Schools? Life will throw us a curveball when
we are waiting on a fastball. No matter what we expect, what we prepare for, life will
forever provide us with surprises, challenges, and moments where we must make a
decision. In the end, there are only 2 real choices. We can watch the pitch as it comes
by, hoping it does not land in the strike zone; or we can tighten our grip, accept the pitch
we have been thrown, and take a mighty swing towards the fences.
2020 has brought our students many challenges; remote learning, quarantine, Wi-Fi
issues, and limited face-to-face opportunities. While those challenges are mighty, some
testing us internally and externally, we can and in many cases choose to take the
swing. While this school year has given our teachers and students challenges to learning, we as a collective
community must swing for the fences.
What does that look like for the students at our schools? Swinging for the fences means first putting in the
time and effort in practice. It means logging into remote classes, doing the homework, and putting forth effort in
the live online learning. When we see that curveball coming out of the pitcher's hand we must not think about
our last swing and miss. We have to clear our minds and focus on the task at hand. To tighten our grip means to
focus our minds, our resolve, and our commitment to today and our futures. We must adapt our stance, pivot our
feet, and adjust to not only hit the curveball but to drive it over the fences.
In life, there will be swings and misses, and yes, life will throw you a curveball when you are hoping for a
fastball right down the middle. The question is how will we react? Runners are on base waiting to score; we can
crumble under the pressure or focus, tighten our grip, and drive our learning over the fences. Semester one is
coming to an end. It is the bottom of the ninth and many of you have 2 strikes in the count. Regardless of your
last swing, your last test, or your last at-bat, you must focus your resolve. Our team will win when we all do the
following: focus, tighten our grip, accept the curveball that has been thrown, and drive in those winning runs.

Athletic Information
Game schedules can be found at www.duhsathletics.com
All schedule changes will be updated on that website as well as at
our social media platforms:
Twitter:@duhsathletics
Facebook: DUHSAthletics
If and when we start hosting sporting events, all MHSAA and
MDHHS guidelines will be followed. We will be using the digital
ticketing service HomeTown Tickets. All tickets must be purchased
digitally. Your ticket will be scanned on your mobile device as you
enter the event. There will be no cash ticket sales at our events.
If current orders are amended that would move the schedule in
either direction, we will update our schedules immediately.
Flexibility has been the key component this season and we will
continue to do what we can to advocate for our students in a safe
and responsible manner.
Go Chieftains!!!

Hall Walking
Due to Covid-19, hall
walking at the high school
will not be open to the
public this winter. Our hope
is that by next year we will
be able to reinstate this for
the public.
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY AT DMS

t Dowagiac Middle School students have the opportunity to take a variety of electives: Band, Choir, PE, Art,
Computers, STEM, etc. Students also have the opportunity to engage in project-based learning activities
related to the planning, development and creation of a number of different products in Mr. Bridges
Industrial Technology course.
Students make use of CNC machines, 3D Printers and miniature lathes along with large and small power tools
to complete their assignments. Some of the projects students have had the opportunity to create
include: ballpoint pens, desk signs, cutting boards, 3D printed ornaments, as well as birdhouses, CO2 cars, corn
hole games.
Below are some images of middle school students with the products they have completed during the First
Semester of the 2020-2021 school year (Left: Alainna P. & Rylee H. with their desk signs, Center: Riley D. with her
3D printed ornament and Right: Zabrina S. with a lathe produced pen).

S

SISTER LAKES TAKEOVER TUESDAYS

ister Lakes students have gotten real creative in their productions of our daily announcements.
Normally each day Principal Mr. Zietlow does the video announcements
for the entire school, but every Tuesday students are getting involved
and are given the opportunity to do a “Takeover Tuesday.” These students
have learned how to create their own video announcements following the
format created by Mr. Z and utilize the recording platform provided.
Typically the daily announcements consist of reciting the pledge, a possible
weekly challenge, birthday acknowledgements, lunch and breakfast menus, as
well as many other ways to keep the whole school engaged and connected. Pictured are a few of the
students who have been involved so far and we are hoping that others in school will participate real
soon.

Kaydi B. and Joseph B.

Simeon S. and Prisila M.
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JUSTUS GAGE HIGHLIGHTS
hile Justus Gage was limited with F2F(Face to Face) learning opportunities before winter beak, our
students and staff were still working hard and making the most of their learning opportunities.
Reading, Science, and our Music Program is highlighted in this article.
“Read to Self” is a very
important part of the
Language Arts Block each
and every day.
Kindergarten students
from Ms. Hudson’s class
are shown implementing
their foundation reading
skills that they have
learned during both whole
group and small group
reading instruction.

Mrs. Hannapel’s
fifth grade
students were
working on a
culminating
project to
demonstrate
their
understanding of
energy transfer
within an ecosystem. “It’s hard to believe we all
get our energy from the sun, but now it just makes
sense!” reported one fifth grader.

Students are
learning how to
build their
independent
reading stamina
by getting cozy
and reading by
the "fire" in Mrs.
Ausra’s
Kindergarten
classroom.
Students in Mrs. Wegner’s 1st Grade performed a
paper plate routine to Tchaikovsky’s March from the
Nutcracker!

Ms. Proctor’s 2nd Grade performed Wizards in Winter
by Trans-Siberian Orchestra using chopsticks, books
and body percussion (snaps, claps, pats).

In case you didn’t get a chance to enjoy Justus Gage’s wonderful Winter/Music Program, please use this link
to access the performance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ar5QeCUuSBQ
This year’s winter program performers consisted of Justus Gage’s kindergarten, first and second grade
students. The hard work and desire of Mrs. Eckman and our k-2 students truly showed it’s prevalence as
Justus Gage wanted to bring our community a winter program.
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SPECIALS AT KINCHELOE

incheloe students and staff have learned to be flexible during this school year. We’ve learned to eat breakfast in our classrooms, apply social distancing and masking guidelines to keep all of us safe and to use our
Chromebooks to further our learning. One our biggest changes comes from doing our specials classes in
the classroom. So, instead of students heading to specialized rooms, students stay in their classroom and the
specials teachers come to them.
In physical education, students have been learning inside their classroom, and outside as the weather permits.
They have learned about jumping rope, juggling, and even done some dancing. They will continue to work on
physical education skills, as well as learning about keeping their bodies healthy.
For music education, technology has increased quite a bit. While they have continued to learn about rhythm
and music composition, their knowledge has deepened with the use of their own Chromebooks during class time.
They have been composing music, and doing a lot of musical activities on their own. Our younger students also
created a winter program which was recorded and shared with families.
During library time students continue to have a read aloud. Our younger students have learned about the parts of
books. They will also learn the difference between fiction and nonfiction. Older students are learning about the
genres of books. They’ll continue to learn about the genres and have discussion that ties in with their language
arts curriculum.

2nd grade students participate in music class with
teacher Ms. Kadrich.

T

Library time with Mrs. Kelly.

PATRICK HAMILTON MUSIC TIME

his school year has presented many challenges, but also many
opportunities to innovate. At Patrick Hamilton and the district
elementary schools, the music department took this as an opportunity
to get creative with our winter concerts.
Students and music teacher, Mrs. Eckman, came together to create an
online winter concert! Students learned routines and movements to some
favorite winter classics including songs from the Nutcracker and Jingle Bells.
Students in kindergarten learned movements with scarfs that help to refine their fine and gross motor skills.
While first and second grade students learned rhythm and tempo with chopsticks and plates. A great time was had
by all!
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“Respect, Responsibility, Trust”
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
October 2020 Julianna Reynaga, Union High
School, Tatum Richter, Dowagiac Middle School,
Lily Lebeda, Justus Gage, Kendall Kroepel,
Kincheloe, Ja’Mela Bonds, Patrick Hamilton, and
Aracely Solis, Sister Lakes.
November 2020 Reynaldo Blanco, Union High
School, Riley Todd, Dowagiac Middle School,
Clayton First, Justus Gage, Mariya Carpenter,
Kincheloe, Emmalyn Taylor, Patrick Hamilton, and
Valerie Soto, Sister Lakes.
December 2020 Sashenka Cruz, Union High
School, Jaden Gant, Dowagiac Middle School,
Scarlett Samuel, Justus Gage, Avery Lyons,
Kincheloe, Corde Williams-el, Patrick Hamilton, and
Hunter Alsup, Sister Lakes.

T

DUS FOUNDATION

he Dowagiac Union Schools Foundation was
created in 1984 to provide funding for
educational opportunities that fall outside
of the school's operating budget. The Foundation's
goal is to supplement, expand, and diversify
learning experiences of Dowagiac Union students.
The Foundation is supervised by a Board of
Trustees—volunteer citizens who serve without pay.
Due to Covid-19 the Foundation had to put a
hold on the mini-grant requests for this school year.
The Foundation is a registered non-profit
organization and all contributions are tax
deductible. If you would like to make a tax
deductible contribution to the foundation, please
send your contribution to:
Dowagiac Schools Foundation
243 S. Front Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Notice of Nondiscrimination
The Dowagiac Board of Education recognizes that discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, gender, sexual orientation, national origin or ancestry, age, marital status, height, weight, handicap or disability is not conducive to equal educational opportunities for students nor conducive to the proper operation of the schools for employees. The Dowagiac Board
of Education and employees will comply with all federal and state laws pertaining to discrimination and will provide for the
following: The appointment of an employee to coordinate district actions to comply with district policies and with Title IX of
the Education Amendment Act of 1972; Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, amended July, 1973; Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, sub section 84.5; Title II of the Americans with Disability Act of 1990; the Age Discrimination Act
of 1975; and make accommodations if necessary to ensure that the lack of English language skills is not a barrier to admission and participation in activities. All complaints, inquiries, and requests for information relating to discrimination in
the Dowagiac Union School District should be directed to: Stacy Ritchie, Director of Finance, District Coordinator for Title
IX, Title VI, Title II, Section 504 and the Age Discrimination Act, 243 S. Front Street, Dowagiac, Michigan 49047, Telephone:
269-782-4400.

