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A winter message…from Quarles Administration

Happy New Year to all! We hope that you have had a wonderful start to 
the 2021 year and that each days brings an abundance of  health, love, 
and happiness to you and your loved ones. As we enter the second half  

of  the school year, we want to take this opportunity to offer some helpful 
reminders on home routines that will help continue make virtual schooling 

a positive experience for you and your child. 

Please remember to ensure that your child goes to bed at an appropriate 
hour the night before a school day. In the morning, children should brush 
their teeth, get dressed, eat breakfast, have materials readily available 
for a successful school day, and be in area free of  distractions for virtual 

lessons. 

Consistency is key and will help in alleviating some of  the stresses of  
learning online. If  there is any way that we can support you, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to us. We are all in this together and want to make 
sure that you and your child have the best experience possible with us. 

Here’s to a great second half  of  the school year! May you and yours con-
tinue to be well and healthy. 
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TEACHER OF THE YEARTEACHER OF THE YEAR
Robbin Bickoff Robbin Bickoff 

Robbin Bickoff  is a highly qualified teacher who has dedicated 17 years of  her career to Englewood Public 
Schools. When Robbin started working in Englewood in 2004, she taught in the first Inclusion Pre-K class that 
Englewood offered. Robbin taught Inclusion for many years in Pre-K as well as Kindergarten. She also spent a 
few years teaching Literacy and basic skills math to our Pre-K and Kindergarten students. Robbin taught gene-
ral education Kindergarten and currently teaches general education Pre-K. She has also taught in our summer 

school program as well as our after-school program. 

Robbin graduated from Ramapo College of  NJ in 2003 with a Degree in Literature and Elementary Edu-
cation.  Continuing her Ramapo College of  NJ education, Robbin then graduated with a Master’s Degree in 

Educational Technology in 2005. In 2008, Robbin furthered her education by completing her Masters+30. She 
has attended the NJEA Teacher’s Convention many times starting while she was in college. She has used many 

of  the skills and techniques that she learned with her students. 

Throughout Robbin’s many years of  educational service in our Quarles School community, she  has been 
the co-chair of  the Scholastic Book Fair, worked as part of  the curriculum writing team and a part of  the 

home-school connection committee. Robbin has also proudly served as a mentor teacher for two years. Robbin 
has been an integral co-chair for our Sunshine committee and PBSIS Team for at least ten years. 
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Nicole Kimble began her educational career at Richard Stockton College where she received a bachelors in 
social work and a minor in African American Studies. After working for the ARC, assisting parents with gaining 
services for themselves and this children, She decided to go back to school. Nicole earned her preschool throu-
gh 3rd grade teaching certification from William Paterson University. She taught pre k in Paterson for 5 years 
and in Upper Saddle River for 2. Nicole then Worked for a non profit agency in Long Island, providing after 

school tutoring and character development for 3rd - 8th grade students.

In 2011, she took A position as Education Manager for Passaic Family Head Start. While there, Nicole earned 
her Master Teacher Certification. In 2017, She became the Master Teacher in Englewood and this year, She 

completed her Masters degree in early childhood education. 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICE PROVIDER OF THE YEAREDUCATIONAL SERVICE PROVIDER OF THE YEAR
Nicole KimbleNicole Kimble



CELEBRATING DIVERSITYCELEBRATING DIVERSITY
VENUS ROSE, SCHOOL COUNSELORVENUS ROSE, SCHOOL COUNSELOR

As our nation grows increasingly diverse, it is important to teach children to respect and 
value all people regardless of  the color of  their skin, their physical abilities, their gender, 

their religion or the language they speak.  Children are naturally curious and begin to 
notice similarities and differences in people at a very early age.  As adults, our willing-
ness to talk openly about our differences fosters confidence and a positive sense of  self  

in children.  Below are some tips to celebrate diversity with your child.

• Children are learning all the time not only from parents/guardians, caregivers, 
peers and teachers, but also from everything around them including television, 
books, magazines and photographs.  Ensure that diversity is reflected in books, 

magazines, games, dolls, puzzles, paintings, music selections etc.

• Read books with your child that focus on diversity such as, We’re Different, 
We’re the Same by Bobbi Kates – a book that explores how we all have the 

same needs while celebrates our differences.

• One of the best ways to learn about other cultures is through food.  Look up 
healthy recipes online and cook a dish from a different culture with your child.

• Play the mirror game with your child while comparing similarities and differences 
in faces.

• Create opportunities for children to interact and make friends with other people 
who are different from them.

• Expose children to role models from their own culture as well as to those from 
other cultures. 

Please feel free to contact me via email at vrose@epsd.org anytime during the 
school year for assistance with your child for individual counseling, to join social 

skills group and resources for parents.

33



FOOTSTEPS2BRILLIANCE APPFOOTSTEPS2BRILLIANCE APP
THERESA MANZIANO MA, SCHOOL READING SPECIALISTTHERESA MANZIANO MA, SCHOOL READING SPECIALIST

Our district is fortunate to be able to share Footsteps2Brilliance with all 
families in our community. The Footsteps2Brilliance app is a revolutionary 
Early Learning Mobile Technology Platform that helps grow student achie-
vement by joining together the power of  mobile gaming technology with 

the latest in cognitive research. 

Footsteps2Brilliance offers a comprehensive curriculum that is de-
signed to encourage children to explore books, games, and writing 

activities that appeal to them in both English or Spanish. Because each 
Footsteps2Brilliance book and game includes a variety of scaffolding 
designed to enable success at any reading level, Footsteps2Brilliance 
engages children in active discovery and develops a child’s learning 

independence. 

This unique program has universal access. It can be accessed with or 
without an internet connection on any Apple or Android tablet or pho-
ne, as well as on a traditional computer. You do not need a continual 
connection to the internet to use Footsteps2Brilliance. Once you install 
the Footsteps2Brilliance content in a Wi Fi environment, you and your 

child can use the Footsteps2Brilliance App at any time without Wi Fi or 
a data plan. 

Occasionally, you may need Wi Fi to update the App or download 
new books, songs, games, and activities to use on your device. All 

progress is saved to the device and the next time you connect to the 
internet your progress will update to your school and teacher. 

Getting started on the app is super easy. Your child has all the tools 
they need on their school iPad. Look for the Footsteps2Brilliance app 

and tap it. Once inside use the supersecret code to access your account 
and let the literacy fun begin. If you need to locate your super secret 
code reach out to your teacher or email the Quarles Reading Specia-

list at tmanziano@epsd.org.
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PARENT RESOURCESPARENT RESOURCES
ZULEMA PENA, COMMUNITY & PARENT INVOLVEMENT SPECIALISTZULEMA PENA, COMMUNITY & PARENT INVOLVEMENT SPECIALIST

Greetings Quarles Families!

This month I would like to share with you a few resources to get groceries in 
our area. These websites offer information on the locations of  the food pantries; 
however, you should call and inquire the details first before showing up. Each 

location will have their own schedules, so it is important to find this information 
out first. 

Here are the websites I believe you will find most useful:

Food Pantries in Englewood:
https://www.foodpantries.org/ci/nj-englewood  

Disabled Combat Veterans Youth Program and Table to Table:
https://www.dcvyp.org/ 

Make sure to register here:
https://dcvyp.indiscan.com/dcvyp-registration 

Meadowlands Area YMCA Produce Market:
https://www.meadowlandsymca.org/main/fresh-produce-market/ 

Make sure to register here:
https://www.meadowlandsymca.org/main/register-for-ymca-programs/ 

Please feel free to share this information with your families and neighbors; you 
never know who might need it!

If  you have any questions, I am only an email away: zpena@epsd.org.
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OCCUPATIONAL THERAPYOCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
FINE MOTOR DEVELOPMENT AT HOMEFINE MOTOR DEVELOPMENT AT HOME

MICHAL KRUG MS, OTR/LMICHAL KRUG MS, OTR/L

My name is Michal Krug and I am one of  the occupational therapists at Quar-
les. As a school-based occupational therapist, or OT, my role is to strengthen a 
student’s functional skills to help them successfully participate in their everyday 

school routines, or “occupations”. 

One of  my main focuses as an OT in the early childhood setting is fine motor 
skills. Fine motor skills are integrated into many tasks used throughout the school 
day- tasks like unzipping a backpack, gathering materials, and utilizing classroom 

materials such as crayons and pencils, scissors and glue in the proper way.

With all of  us spending more time at home these days, I’d like to provide some 
ways to work on strengthening your child’s fine motor skills at home.

• Bath time is a great time to work on fine motor skills. Spray some shaving 
cream on the bathtub wall and have your child draw lines, shapes or 

letters in it with their finger or a paintbrush. Washable bathtub crayons 
and finger paint/soap are also commercially available and help take 

off some of the pressure of working on pre-writing/writing. Cleaning the 
walls with a spray bottle full of water, in addition to wringing out spon-
ges or washcloths is an added strengthening component for their hands. 

• Save your cereal and pasta boxes- they are a great medium for prac-
ticing cutting skills. The thicker material is easier for children to keep 

stabilized while cutting. When practicing cutting, make sure the child’s 
hands are placed appropriately in the scissors in a “thumbs up” position, 

with their elbow down, cutting away from their body.

• If your child is not cutting yet, try having them rip paper using both 
hands- start with thinner tissue paper, then move onto newspaper, and 

then thicker paper. Ripping paper is a pre-scissors skill.

• When teaching your children to tie their shoes, try using a soft belt (from 
a bathrobe for example) around their body and practice the tying 

around their waist before moving to an actual shoe.
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THE ROLE OF THE SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKERTHE ROLE OF THE SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER
JEROME LANDJEROME LAND

Hello everyone, I am the social worker and case manager on the child study 
team.   I have been in the school district since 2007. Besides Quarles I have 

worked at Dismus and Mc Cloud.  As a social worker and case manager on the 
child study team.  

I am involved in assessing and evaluating student needs.  I advocate and fight 
to make sure that my students’ needs are addressed.  I also provide support 
to my colleagues and the families we serve, so I am here to help in any way 
that I can.  During this tough time that we are all going through, I would like 
to support you by providing information that may help.  To keep up with the 
latest information regarding COVID-19 in New Jersey, I suggest the website 

https://covid19.nj.gov/.  

This website has valuable information regarding Covid -19 such as vaccine 
information, eligibility and locations of free testing.  It also has links to food 
assistance, cash assistance and health insurance which can be reached at the 

direct link njhelps.org.  

Another resource that may be helpful is PerformCARE which provides emotio-
nal and behavioral support to children.  They can be reached at 1-877-652-
7624.  For the adults who are stressed out and feeling anxious, the NJ Men-
tal Health Cares Hotline is available at 866 202-4357 to provide assistance.  

All services are offered by the state and it does not costs to talk to anyone. If  
you think you need help please connect with any of  the links and numbers below.

Helpful Links& numbers:
https://covid19.nj.gov

njhelps.org
NJ Mental Health Cares Hotline 866-202-4357

Perform Care 1-877-652-7624

77



WHAT’S NEW IN OUR PRE-K 3 PROGRAM WHAT’S NEW IN OUR PRE-K 3 PROGRAM 
AT BERGEN FAMILY CENTER AT BERGEN FAMILY CENTER 

RACHELE VENTRONERACHELE VENTRONE

My name is Rachele Ventrone and I work as the Family Community Specialist here at 
BFC for our PreK 3s.  I am sending you two bits of  information:

 
A valuable Dental Resource for all families. Give kids a Smile MONTH.  (See Below)

Our monthly Family Fun Event – “Happy Birthday to ALL of  US!” A pretend birthday 
celebration for all.  An evening on ZOOM where children and caregivers enjoyed a 

birthday story, hat creations, cookie decorating and sing-a-longs.  These are designed to 
bring families together for an evening of  fun and creativity. All supplies provided and 

delivered.

Give Kids A Smile NJ would like to help your children start each school day with a 
healthy smile!

Parents and families can participate in GKAS by:

•            Reviewing the attached list of  participating locations.
•            Calling the location of  their choice to set up an appointment.
•            Visit our website www.njda.org/gkas for more information

 
CLICK this list of  all participating locations: 2021-gkas-location-list.pdf  (ada.org)
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PRE-K MASTER TEACHER INTRODUCTIONPRE-K MASTER TEACHER INTRODUCTION
MITZI J. SIERRA M.EDMITZI J. SIERRA M.ED

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Mitzi 
J. Sierra, and I am currently the Pre-K maternity leave replacement Master 
teacher. Since joining D.A. Quarles, I have had the opportunity to meet the 

extraordinary administration, teachers and staff  of  Englewood Public Schools. 
They have been friendly, welcoming and extremely supportive since I arrived, 

which I am so grateful for. 

As the new Pre-K Master Teacher maternity replacement, I hope to conti-
nue to support the amazing work that has been happening at D.A. Quar-
les. I am excited in building and fostering professional relationships with 

the whole school community. I will work hard alongside our educators and 
staff to continue to build a rich focus on students finding a love for lear-

ning. My plan is to grow in this new role and look forward to meeting D.A. 
Quarles families soon.

A Positive Message is a Great way to Start the Day!

Wouldn’t it be nice to start each day with a loving note from someone? 
Writing fun, positive notes to your child can help them start their day in a 
positive way. It could be a simple “I love you”, a fun “Happy face,” or any 

words of wisdom you felt your child needed to hear.

The idea is to leave it at night when they are asleep and write a message 
on a white board or a piece of paper. They will sure love receiving a note 

from their mom, dad, or guardian each day.  It becomes a fun tool for 
communication and can help start each day off with a good feeling inside. 

Please remember that parents/guardians are their children’s first and 
most important teachers and with your support, your child can experience 

true success!

At this special time of  year, I want to take a moment to thank you for your 
dedication and support.



STUDENT MATERIALS PICKUP REMINDERSTUDENT MATERIALS PICKUP REMINDER
PRE-K & KINDERGARTENPRE-K & KINDERGARTEN

Please email tmanziano@epsd.org or ysalazar@epsd.org with any questions.

HMH ED DIGITAL PLATFORM TRAININGHMH ED DIGITAL PLATFORM TRAINING
NAVIGATING THE HMH ED DIGITAL PLATFORMNAVIGATING THE HMH ED DIGITAL PLATFORM

Mark your calendar and plan to join us for a special Quarles Parent Uni-
versity dedicated to navigating Ed: Your Friend in Learning platform, our 

Into Math Digital Learning Platform. 

Ed is designed to enhance student learning experiences while also su-
pporting teachers in providing an abundance of  resources to support all 

learners. 

We invite you to participate in a 60-minute workshop on how to best 
access, log in, navigate, and locate resources on Ed.  We look forward to 

seeing you there!

Wednesday: February 3, 2021 (ENGLISH SESSION: 6 - 7 pm)

CLICK HERE TO JOIN MEETING
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PRE-K SPOTLIGHTPRE-K SPOTLIGHT
MS. FASOLINO: H4MS. FASOLINO: H4

This was a really nice month to welcome the new year with H4! We 
learned some new and exciting things and welcomed a new student to our 
crew! Welcome to our class, Otis! We also celebrated Empress’ birthday! 

Happy birthday, Empress! 

This month we learned about New Years and New Years resolutions, we 
played a counting in the kitchen game as well as did a Caps for Sale coun-
ting caps activity, we did number writing both 1-10 and 11-20, we star-
ted to learn about our teen numbers and have gotten so good at knowing 

what they are! We did a lesson on bigger than, smaller than and equal 
to, we made a book on Clothes, we learned how to graph, we practiced 

cutting a few times and looked for the letters in our names to cut out, 
pictures of  clothes, and shapes! 

We played a number matching game, learned a little bit about Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., did a letter sound sort for the letters Gg and Bb, did a lesson 

on pattern making where we created our own pattern puzzles, drew a 
boy in a winter coat, did a fun science experiment in which we mixed co-
lors with food coloring and we took a virtual Field Trip to the Zoo! Overa-

ll, it was a very fun and exciting January in H4!
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PRE-K SPOTLIGHTPRE-K SPOTLIGHT
MS. MATTIA CLASS PROJECTS: H3MS. MATTIA CLASS PROJECTS: H3

Just because we are virtual does not mean we can’t be hands-on! This 
month we explored getting messy through science! To take our Balls unit 
to another level, we experimented in creating our own bouncy balls! We 
learned about following step-by-step instructions and the importance of  

safety when completing experiments. One of  our friends even dressed up 
as a scientist! 

Every day we read stories. Some are more familiar than others to us. This 
week we read “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle. We love 

bringing our own copies of  books to class and being able to turn the pages 
and read together!
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PRE-K SPOTLIGHTPRE-K SPOTLIGHT
MS. GREENMS. GREEN

The students in Ms. Green’s class learned about Rev. Dr. Martin L. King, Jr and how important he 
was and continues to be in the world. The children learned about how Dr. King wanted to change 

laws to make the world a better place for everyone. 

Also, on Inauguration Day, the children learned about Kamala Harris being the first woman and 
woman of  color to become Vice President of  the United States of  America. We also discussed 

how it is important to believe in yourselves and know that you can become anything as long as you 
work hard and follow your dreams.
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PRE-K SPOTLIGHTPRE-K SPOTLIGHT
MS. HOLLANDERMS. HOLLANDER

January has been a very busy and exciting month for our class! We learned about how special Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. is . We read books about how he had a dream to make our world a better 

place. Our class is happy that we can all go to school and play together because of  Dr. King’s hard 
work! We were excited to talk about Kamala Harris too because we said  Dr. King would be so 

happy to see Kamala Harris as our new Vice President! 

We are also having so much fun with the clothes study! We have been dressing up every day for 
school, wearing buttons, zippers and patterns. We also did some drawings of  our favorite things 
that we like to wear. Our favorite day was beach day! We imagined we were at the ocean! We 

decorated our virtual ocean with all kinds of  sea creatures! We had baby shark, dolphins and jelly 
fish! We went on a clothing scavenger hunt and had fun sharing all of  the things that we can find all 

around our house! This month we celebrated Sophia’s birthday! 



ART CLASS SPOTLIGHTART CLASS SPOTLIGHT
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRDR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR

“I HAVE A DREAM”“I HAVE A DREAM”

In the month of  January, we are welcoming the new year 2021 and also honoring a great Ame-
rican civil right leader – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  During Art class, Quarles students had learned 
what Dr. King did for our country and changed everyone’s life.  In order to honor Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr, Quarles students created wonderful portrait drawings of  Martin Luther King Jr. with 
various art materials from home during virtual learning.  As we are approaching to February also 
known as Black History Month, students will learn about a famous African American artist – Faith 

Ringgold.  Students will create art project inspired by Faith Ringgold.
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