
What Happens in a Jumpstart 
Kindergarten Classroom? 

In Jumpstart Kindergarten, teachers help 
children develop social skills through 
activities that build confidence and 
communication.  They also expose children 
to reading and math in an exciting 
interactive way by using education games to 
teach children about words and sentences 
and help them understand mathematical 
concepts like counting and patterns.   
 
 
Classroom Teachers: 
The jumpstart room will have a teacher and 
a paraprofessional to ensure students are 
successful 
 
Length of School Day:   
Students will attend a full day of school just 
like other students in the school.   
 
Shared Activities 
The students will participate in all 
Kindergarten Activities  such as music, art, 
library, and PE throughout the year. 
 
Curriculum and Learning: 
They will learn important new skills that 
build on what they may have learned in 
preschool and help them adjust to the 
elementary school environment. 
 
Learning Environments 
They learn by working with the teacher in 
small and large groups and also have 
opportunities for independent exploration.  
The classrooms will look like a blend 
between preschool and kindergarten with 
spaces for centers and independent 
worktime. 
 

 
Why is Jumpstart 

Kindergarten Good for Kids? 
 
Jumpstart kindergarten provides 
children with an opportunity to learn 
in an enriching and academically 
challenging environment that 
nurtures their growth.  Research 
shows that children who attend 
kindergarten readiness programs 
like Jumpstart Kindergarten are 
more likely to do well in school and 
attend college. 
 
Parents all over Montana recognize 
the benefits of a jumpstart 
kindergarten, and many parents 
have already been enrolling their 
children in similar programs, public 
and private for years.  Offering a 
Jumpstart kindergarten will help all 
of our kids get the best start 
possible with curriculum that is 
designed just for them. 
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How Can I Learn More? 
 

To Learn More about this pilot 
program please contact  
406-563-6141 Ext 1302 

 
Or email  

 
nbarney@anacondaschools.org 



 
 

What is Jumpstart 
Kindergarten? 

 
 
Jumpstart Kindergarten is a pilot program 
for the 2017-2018 school year.  It’s 
designed to be a bridge between preschool 
and kindergarten.  It gives young learners a 
head start and provides them with an 
opportunity to grown in an environment that 
is tailored to meet their academic and social 
needs: 
 
Jumpstart Kindergarten 
 

 Is part of the public school system 
and is free for families 

 Uses unique, specialized curriculum 
that is based on kindergarten 
readiness standards and is designed 
to support older 4 year olds and 5 
year olds 

 Is taught by a certified teacher with 
training to teach young students 

 
“Jumpstart Kindergarten gives the 
gift of time to children who are smart 
and capable but need another year to 
grow.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

How do I learn if my child can be 
considered for this program? 

 
We have created a fair and quantifiable way 
to ensure the right students are placed in 
the Jumpstart program.  The following is a 
list of SOME of the criteria that we’ll be 
using to determine qualification: 
 

1.  5th birthday occurring between May 
30th and September 9th, 2017 

 
2. Delays noted on DIAL Screener in 

Language, Content, etc. 
 

3. Parent Request in writing explaining 
why you believe your child is a good 
fit – be sure to explain how their 
doing socially and behaviorally 
 

4. Preschool Teacher recommendation 
in writing stating the specific reasons 
why another year would assist this 
individual student 
 
 

5. Scores on the Devereaux Early 
Childhood Assessment (DECA) for 
Preschoolers indicating a need in 
either Behavioral Concerns, 
Attachment/Relationships, Self-
Regulation 
 

Each of these requirements has a point 
value which will assist the building principal 
in making a final classroom placement 
decision.   
 

 
 

FAQ 
 

If my child starts in Kindergarten can 
they be considered for the Jumpstart 
program if he/she is not successful? 
There will be no movement of students from 
the Jumpstart room to the Kindergarten 
classroom the first 6-10 weeks of school.  
This will allow the teachers to gather data 
and ensure that it is an appropriate 
placement 
 
Can my child get into this program if as a 
parent I just know they need more time? 
Your child can be considered for Jumpstart 
if they meet the eligibility criteria 
 
Will the School District always offer 
Jumpstart Kindergarten? 
Currently, we are looking to pilot this 
program for a year to determine if the 
results are positive.  There is no guarantee 
that this classroom will be available in the 
future.  
 
How many kids will be in the classroom? 
We need 10-15 students in order to offer a 
jumpstart classroom.  If we are unable to 
meet this quota this classroom will not be 
offered and we will enroll your child in 
kindergarten.   
 
Will my child go to 1st grade or 
kindergarten after they attend the 
jumpstart program? 
Your child will go to kindergarten after 
attending the jumpstart program.   
 
 
 


