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The purpose of the Perry County School District 32 mask mandate is to eliminate the spread of COVID-19 on the 

District 32 campus, at its activities and on school buses. It has been developed with the cooperation of the Perry 

County Health Department. This mandate aligns with public health directives and guidance issued by the Missouri 

Department of Health and Senior Services in cooperation with the Missouri Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education. 

  

On Nov. 12, 2020, Gov. Mike Parson announced new guidelines for Missouri schools which revise the way schools 

with mask mandates assess risk level of exposure to the novel coronavirus. As a result, the district may reduce the 

total number of students quarantined from school after exposure to a person positive for COVID-19 by 

implementing a mask mandate. See “Assessing Risk Level of Exposure” below. 

  

The mandate will go into effect on Jan. 5, 2021 and remain in effect until such time the Board of Education may 

vote to lift or amend the mandate with the cooperation of Perry County Health Department, or upon other 

guidance issued by the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services or Missouri Department of Elementary 

and Secondary Education. 

  

This mandate: 

● Applies to all students, staff, substitutes, and visitors to the Perry County School District 32 campus, its 

activities and buses. 

● Requires that all students, staff, substitutes, and visitors must properly wear a CDC-recommended face 

covering (mask) at all times when a physical distance of 6 or more feet cannot be achieved and cohorting 

(keeping people in small, consistent groups) is not possible. 

○ “Properly worn” masking procedures are: 

■ Wash your hands before putting on your mask 

■ Put the mask over your nose and mouth and secure it under your chin 

■ Fit the mask snugly against the sides of your face 

■ Make sure you can breathe easily 

■ Make sure your nose and mouth remain covered at all times 

■ Safely remove your mask by touching only the ear loops or ties, folding it in half and 

placing in the washer. Be careful not to touch your eyes, nose, and mouth when 

removing and wash hands immediately after removing. 

■ See more at 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wear-cloth-f

ace-coverings.html. 
○ The CDC recommends face coverings that: 

■ Have two or more layers of breathable fabric 

■ Completely cover the nose or mouth 

■ Do not have an exhalation valve or vent 

■ See more at 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings

.html. 
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● Masks must be worn in common areas like hallways, restrooms, gymnasiums and cafeterias unless 

cohorting is possible. 

● Masks must be worn at all times on District 32 buses. 

● Masks must be worn at all times inside classrooms and instructional spaces where it is not possible to 

maintain a physical distance of 6 feet or more between people, and cohorting is not possible, including 

entering and exiting the classroom, while seated at desks and while engaging in learning stations or 

working in groups. 

● During breakfast and lunch in cafeterias, students may remove masks while seated and eating. Masks 

must be put back on promptly after finishing the meal. 

● During indoor recesses, masks will be worn, unless cohorting is possible. During outdoor recess, masks 

may be removed for playtime when physical distancing is possible. 

● In PE classes, masks are required indoors except during strenuous activity when physical distancing or 

cohorting is possible. For higher impact activities, students who need to remove their mask will step away 

from others to catch their breath. Masks may be removed for outdoor PE classes when physical distancing 

or cohorting is possible. 

● In Music classes, masks are required in music classes unless otherwise directed by the teacher. Unless a 

mask has to be removed while playing an instrument, the student should be masked. 

● Athletes will continue to follow MSHSAA regulations regarding COVID-19 and mask usage: Those not 

actively participating in practice or on the athletic field will be required to be masked at all times.  

● Teachers will ensure that students have the opportunity throughout the day for masks to be temporarily 

removed. Teachers will also designate a safe space that is more than 6 feet from others within the 

classroom where students may go to remove their mask momentarily. 

● Medical Exemptions: Anyone with special medical or behavioral needs may be exempt from wearing a 

mask. Such exemption will only be granted with appropriate, acceptable medical documentation from a 

physician. 

● Students, staff, substitutes, and visitors who violate the mask mandate will be subject to disciplinary 

action. Counseling education will be the initial intervention for those refusing to wear a mask. Since masks 

are required to attend school on-site, a student’s continued refusal to wear a mask will result in 

placement in distance education. Staff and substitutes who refuse to wear a mask will be subject to 

employee disciplinary action. Visitors who continue to refuse to wear a mask may be barred from entering 

school facilities. 

  

Assessing Risk Level of Exposure 
Beginning Jan. 5, 2021, when the mask mandate takes effect, Perry County School District 32 will follow guidelines 

issued Nov. 12, 2020, by the Department of Health and Senior Services to assess risk level of exposure to 

COVID-19-positive individuals in the educational setting, identify close contacts and determine quarantine 

parameters for those close contacts. 

 

Students and staff who are identified as having had close contact (within 6 feet of one another for 15 cumulative 

minutes within 24 hours) within the school setting with a positive individual while both people are properly 

masked will be identified as “Allowable Close Contacts.” 

 

Allowable Close Contacts are required to quarantine but will be allowed to teach or learn in the classroom, with 

the following additional precautions: 

● They must be asymptomatic. If they develop ANY symptoms, they should leave the school setting 

immediately and call a healthcare provider to discuss their need to be tested.  



● They are strictly to go to school to learn or teach and go home, per Perry County Health Department 

protocols. They may not participate in sports, extracurricular activities, or social activities. 

● They must wear a mask the entire time they are present at school, even when physical distancing or 

cohorting is possible. 

● Cohorts (small, consistent groups of individuals) are used in lower grades (K-5) where younger students 

cannot be relied upon to appropriately wear masks over longer periods of time. Because cohorts spend 

more time unmasked, these groups continue to have the possibility of being transitioned to 100% online 

learning when a positive case is identified within the group.  

● Other additional mitigation procedures may be required, on a case-by-case basis, to ensure that the close 

contact does not present a danger to others if they would become symptomatic. 

● If proper mask usage cannot be verified, the health department may still require close contacts to 

quarantine at home. 

 

Students or staff who were identified as close contacts to positive individuals outside the school setting will be 

required to quarantine at home, which is the current practice. 

 

If at any point, Perry County Health Department determines that there is transmission of the virus within a 

classroom or building, they may recommend for all students and staff who are close contacts, regardless of mask 

wearing, to be sent home or other mitigating strategies be put in place to decrease the spread.  

  

This mandate does not enumerate all COVID-19 mitigation procedures in place at Perry County School District 32, 

and is not intended to replace or supplant any board policy or procedure. 

  

At any time, the Board of Education may vote to amend or lift this mandate.  

  

  

  

  

 


