
Garden Valley School District 

Spanish 8 
Period 7 

Syllabus 2020-2021 
 

Class Instructor:  Sr. Morin 
   Email: TMorin@gvsd.net  
 
      
Prerequisites:  Be currently enrolled in 8th grade. 
 
Class capacity:  To be determined based on current state and local guidelines for social distancing 
   
Textbook: We will be building our textbook from notes, handouts, and homeworks.  Students therefore 

must keep an up to date and organized class binder. 
 
Required Supplies: 3 tabbed dividers (I will supply you the binder this year) 
   Pencils, lots of them, and a good eraser 
 
Course Description: This course is designed for non-Spanish speakers.  Students will practice reading, conversation, 

writing, and listening, while developing a solid basic vocabulary in the Spanish language that will 
enable the student to communicate with others in and out of the classroom setting, and provide 
a solid foundation to prepare for High School level Spanish 

 
Course Objectives: Students will be able to: 

 Develop abilities in foreign languages, such as vocabulary and linguistic concepts. 
 Apply foreign language knowledge and skills. 
 Communicate in the target language. 
 Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures. 
 Make comparisons and develop connections with the foreign language. 

 

Course Content:  Each unit will last 2 weeks (with one or two exceptions) 
 

where is Spanish spoken? 
class phrases 

greetings 

emotions using estar 
emotions using tener 

animals 

alphabet 
pronunciation 

reading 

nature 
rooms in house 
numbers 1-100 

      shopping 
          
food/digestion 

                   
   This schedule is tentative and subject to change depending on the progress of the class 
 

Grading: 
 
  Tests   30% 
  Quizzes   5% 
  Semester/Final Exam 10% 

Homework/Classwork 30% 
Projects   10% 
Performance  5% 

Organized Binder  10% 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tardies: 

 We begin ON TIME. Tardies will result in a loss of Performance points in my class, plus whatever the student handbook 
says. 

 
Performance (5%) 

Five (5) percent of your grade will come from you showing responsibility. You will receive 100 points each semester 
automatically, while any poor performance, such as arriving tardy, or not bringing materials to class (pencil, binder), will 
result in a deduction of points. 

 
Quizzes (5%) and Tests (30%) 

 A test will be given after every two weeks covering everything we learned in that time period, AS WELL AS anything 
covered before that. Learning a foreign language is built very much on previous knowledge, therefore it is important 
that students do not erase everything from their memories once they complete each test. 

 Quizzes will be given every day in order to practice, and identify low spots in comprehension.  Wrong answers may be 
corrected and full points given by copying the answers from the board as we go over them together 

 
Homework (30%) 

 Homework will be assigned on a regular basis and will be due the following class day (unless otherwise instructed).  
Homework is due at THE BEGINNING OF CLASS (that means when the bell rings).  After this it will be considered late.  
Because we go over the HW in class, the maximum students may receive for late work is 60%. 

  
Missed Exams or Assignments: 

 To keep students from falling behind, uncompleted HW will be expected to be completed in class the following day (for 
late points) as we go over it together as a class.   

 Late work due to an absence will not be penalized; however, according to the student handbook, you will have one day 
per day missed to turn it in, after which time it will be counted late and you will be given a “0” (that includes tests) 

 

Organized Binder (10%) 
To succeed in this class, you will need to take good notes, and be organized. At every test, I will check your notebooks and 
give you a grade for having everything organized.  Don’t throw anything away!  Bring your binder EVERY DAY. 

 

Classroom Behavior: 
Student conduct that disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and will lead to disciplinary action and/or removal 
from class.  Rules are posted. 

 
Cell phones: 

Cell phones are a huge distraction to the learning process and not necessary during class.  Cell phones (or any other 
electronic devices) are not permitted in class.  School policy states that it must be in your locker, not with you in class. 

 First offense: device will be taken until the end of the day and turned in to the office.  No warnings, this is your 
warning. 

 Second offense: device will be turned in to the office. Only your parents may retrieve it. 
 
Academic Dishonesty: 

Cheating includes any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent 
or deceptive means. Cheating is not accepted and will earn you a “0” on that assignment/test.  Cheating on a test means 
using anything other than your memory.  Cheating on HW means using anything besides your notes (including copying off 
of other students, and especially using Google Translate to do the work for you).  See student handbook for what will 
happen if you cheat.  Cheating is lying, and lying is wrong. When you cheat, you only hurt yourself.  If you need help, please 
see me. 

 
Suggestions for Success: 

Pay attention in class, take notes, do not miss classes, follow instructions, learn when you study, turn in all assignments on 
time with your name, and give 100% of your effort.  Ask lots of questions, and visit or email the teacher for anything you 
need.  I am here to help you. 

 
 


