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Dear Fellow Comets, 
 
Happy February! As we round the halfway point to the year, we enter the stretch where we must 
participate in various standardized / required assessments.  Unlike last year, the state and federal 
government are not waiving these assessments.  I agree with this decision as it provides us a good 
opportunity to take a snapshot of your child’s learning.  The state assessments are required of all 
children whether they are learning face to face or virtual.  We will be reaching out to those families 
that are virtual to schedule each child within the testing windows.  
 
Assessment Windows: 

● ACCESS (English Learners only) - February 22nd through April 30th.  
● FORWARD (Grades 3rd - 8th and 10th) - March 22nd through May 14th 
● ACT Aspire (Grades 9th and 10th) - April 5th through May 19th 
● ACT (Grade 11) -  March 9th with various make up dates 

It is our goal to accomplish these assessments in a timely manner by beginning the assessments as 
soon as the window opens.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 
During this school year, the English Language Arts and Spanish Language Arts (Dual Language) 
teachers are piloting new curriculum materials. Pilots, which last half of the year, allow the teachers to 
“test out” the materials to see how it addresses the State Standards, but also how it works for your 
children before we make a six-year adoption.  Early Winter MAP results are showing success as the 
children are demonstrating nice growth from the first pilot. Each of these assessments allow us to 
monitor their progress and adjust our teaching.  Thank you for your support in encouraging your child 
to reach for their goal.  

 
Finally, February has the 2nd round of Parent Teacher Conferences.  This past week as I attended 
various data meetings surrounding the latest growth measurement on your child, I am reminded of 
the importance of combined efforts.  It is through our partnership that WE encourage your child to be 
their best.  I strongly encourage you to establish a meeting time.  Share your celebrations and your 
concerns.  Hear what your teacher has learned about your child and where they may need your 
assistance. 
 
Take care and let me know if you have any questions. 

 
Comet Proud, District Calendar Events: 
Jill Sorbie, EdD 2/16 - PX & HS Parent Teacher Conf. 
District Administrator / Director of Instruction 2/18 - TC & DA Parent Teacher Conf. 

2/19 - No School 
2/22 - No school - Staff in-service 

 

 



 

Delavan-Darien High School 
First semester is completed and we have now moved onto the second half of our academic year.  We 

encourage all families to work together to prepare for course registration for the 
2021-22 academic year, which will occur on February 1, 2021.  Please make sure 
to help your student(s) select the courses they truly want for next year.  Once 
course selection is completed, schedule changes do not occur.  Preparing now can 
save a lot of headaches later on. 
 
January was a busy month for DDHS.  Over the 

winter break a group of students from Mr. DuVal’s construction class 
had the pleasure of meeting up with Ryan Hibl from Stebnitz 
Builders.  Ryan led the students to two construction sites to explain 
the construction process.  They made their way to the main office 
where they were met by the owner, Chris Stebnitz.  Chris explained 
the construction process that occurs within the office.  It was a great 
experience for the students and we cannot thank the great people at 
Stebnitz Builders for supporting our future contractors. 

 
January also brought a donation from our local interior 
design company, Curate, which will allow students to 
engage in more hands-on learning experiences with 
critical industry materials.  

We congratulate our Hospitality students for 
completing the AHLEI (American Hotel and 
Lodging Educational Institute) Guest Service 
Gold exam.  Many of these students have 
obtained or now have the opportunity to earn the Hospitality Essentials Certificate through Gateway 

Technical College!  This provides students with free college credits, a 
Hospitality Essentials Certificate, and a diploma from Gateway as a 
graduate of the Hospitality Essentials program, all while still being in high 
school! 

The Delavan-Darien High School manufacturing program would like to 
thank the Bliss family for their generous support and donations. The Bliss 
family donation allowed the program to purchase digital readout systems 
and max torque draw bars for our new machining equipment. The Bliss 

family continues to support our students in order to give them real world equipment that supports real 
world learning experiences. Thank you to the Bliss family and the David R. Bliss Foundation for 
everything you have done for DDHS, DDHS students and the DDSD Community! 
 

 



 

Finally, in preparing for the upcoming nationwide ACT, DDHS has 
recently offered their second of three FREE Practice ACT 
Sessions.  Thank you to our very own Matt Hadlock (ESL Teacher) 
and Mary Beth Waychoff (Mathematics Teacher) for organizing 
and hosting this event on Saturday, January 9, 2021.  Data 
supports that every time a student completes a practice exam, 
their next exam will have a 1-2 point increase in their composite 
score.  DDHS had 52 students attend Saturday's practice session. 
So many students, in fact, that we had to use two rooms to safely 
space the students apart to abide by the schools social distancing guidelines. 

Our third, and final, FREE ACT Practice Session is currently scheduled for Saturday, February 6, 
2021.  All DDHS students and Phoenix Middle School 8th Graders may sign-up to take the exam. 
Please contact the Student Services Department at DDHS if you are interested in having your child 
participate in this event. 

Phoenix Middle School 
All students at Phoenix Middle School have one period during our ten period day called PIE.  PIE 

stands for Prevention, Intervention, and Enrichment.  Phoenix Middle 
School has PIE for 42 minutes per day Monday through Thursday.  PIE 
groups are established twice per school year, thus lasting approximately 12 
weeks each round.  
 
Several pieces of data are collected to determine 
student placement or options for PIE. The first 
piece of data is our district wide assessment, 

MAP.  MAP stands for Measures of Academic Progress.  Students 
complete the MAP assessment in the areas of reading and mathematics. 
Teachers also complete running records on students to determine their 
independent and instructional reading levels.  For students who are English Language Learners, we 

also take into consideration their most recent ACCESS scores.  The 
other critical piece of information comes from classroom teachers’ 
feedback as they work with students on a daily basis. 
 
PIE groups are defined 
as Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier 
3. These levels determine 
the options for student 
placement or choice. 

Some students may receive additional support in the area 
of math or reading, while other students may participate in 
enrichment level math and reading opportunities.  Additionally, some students have an opportunity to 
participate in String Choir, Phoenix Singers, Jazz Band, Project Lead The Way, or homework support.  

 



 

 
Students in need of additional support for math work with a math 
teacher on pre-teaching and re-teaching math units.  This group also 
focuses on content specific vocabulary and uses a program called 
Dreambox.  Students in 
need of additional 
support with reading 
work with a classroom 
teacher on reading 

informational and fictional texts.  They focus on 
reading fluency, vocabulary acquisition, and reading 
comprehension.  Students who are at or above grade level have opportunities to take place in 
different enrichment activities to push them as learners.  This can be focused on reading or math. 
This is all in addition to the core content that students have each day.  

 
The PIE period gives students the opportunity to 
receive whatever it is that they specifically need.  This 
allows our teaching staff to specifically target students 
who are struggling and push our students who are 
higher achieving.  We are excited to start our second 
round of PIE in the middle of February. 
 

Darien Elementary 
As the calendar changes from one month to the next, we are also transitioning from one 
administrative assistant to another.  Mrs. Jedlicka has taken on a new role in the district as the 
registrar and will be working at the School Administration Center.  Ms. Rossi joined us in early 
January and is learning the ins and outs of the role.  Please welcome her when you call or see her at 
Darien Elementary School! 
 
Our students had a couple of challenges that they could complete over winter break. 
Some students completed the reading challenge, others completed the Dreambox 
math challenge, and still others completed both!  Students enjoyed chances to win 
prizes, popcorn and pizza (donated by a staff member).  Thank you to any parents 
who encouraged their child to participate. Students should continue reading 20-30 
minutes each night as well as spending 20 minutes on Dreambox each night.  

 
Students have been taking the winter math and reading MAP (Measure of 
Academic Progress) assessments.  Mrs. Pickel met with individual students to 
review their recent progress and set goals for these tests.  After all testing is 
complete, staff will meet to discuss areas of strength and concern and make plans 
for moving forward.  Your child’s MAP Progress Report will come home with them 
in a week or so. 

 

 



 

Our orchestra students continue to learn new concepts with their strings instruments.  I 
know many are learning how to use the bow as they play new pieces.  It’s exciting to see 
how far they have come in a short amount of time. 

 
Third grade scientists explored magnetism recently through Virtual 
Reality Google Goggles. They explored the parts of a magnet, where 
magnets are used, types of magnets (including electromagnets), and the Earth as a 
magnet!  
 
These scientists have also been exploring motion and speed using 
stopwatches and walking steps in a recent experiment.  They used 

their problem solving skills too! 
 
In math, our 4th graders are learning how to write and solve single step equations 

with and without variables. They are focusing on addition and 
multiplication comparison models. Our third graders are working on unit fractions 
and telling time.  These are concepts that can be reinforced at home as well. 
Students should be working on Dreambox lessons each night for about 20 
minutes at a time. 
 

Our students and staff have been working on some writing projects during English Language Arts in 
preparation for the upcoming state Forward Exam.  They will be transitioning from the pilot resource 
(Benchmark) to Into Reading in late January and early February.  Please encourage your child to 
continue reading for 20-30 minutes each night! 
 

Turtle Creek Elementary 
It’s hard to believe we are already wrapping up a month back at school! Over Winter Break, our 
students had the chance to participate in a Winter Reading Challenge.  We celebrate the students 
that participated at the end of the month PBIS Assembly with a special treat and book to take home. 
We had a total of 96 students participate! Please continue to find fun ways to read with your child at 
home. 
 
Teachers are finishing up the pilot of the Benchmark curriculum and using this time to transition 
between programs as review and re-teaching of any concepts based on our 
data.  We look forward to diving into the new curriculum and continuing to 
target phonics and foundational skills.  
 
Mr. Stark, a music teacher from the High School, joined our 2nd grade 
students last week to showcase different string instruments.  He spent time 
playing different guitars for the students and we are hoping this will 
introduce and encourage our students to take an interest in instruments 
from the strings family. 
 

 



 

Our students are finishing up MAP testing and we are spending time this week to hold data meetings 
with the teachers.  We use this time purposefully to analyze the data and determine how to best 
support the students and reflect on our teaching practices to make adjustments if needed.  We will 
begin running new instructional groups the beginning of February to push us through until the end of 
the year.  We will be analyzing our data 4K through 2nd grade.  In the meantime, we will continue to 
target our academic focus areas and keep working with students and families on the importance of 
reading.  We love seeing our 4K students sitting quietly with a book and building their stamina to 
begin to read independently.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Families that are interested in enrolling their child in 4K or 5K for the 2021-2022 school year, we are 
offering in person tours to see our programs in action.  This can be done by calling the school at 
262-233-6305 and setting up an appointment.  These will run the fourth Thursday and Friday of each 
month February-May.  
 
Child Find Screenings are also available the fourth Wednesday of each month for any family that may 
have a concern on developmental milestones for their child ages 0-4 (not yet in school).  Please call 
the school at 262-233-6305 to schedule an appointment.  

 


