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Dear Families,

Welcome to the winter edition of our district newsletter. While COVID-19 
creates uncertainty for school districts and families, we continue to 
persevere and provide the best quality education possible while keeping 
health and safety a top priority. Our staff has learned many new 
protocols, programs, and systems to ensure that the educational 
process goes smoothly for students and families during this unprece-
dented time. The district appreciates the understanding and flexibility 
that families have demonstrated this school year. We are pleased to 
have all of the PreK-5 students back in-person, and we will continue to 
discuss how we can increase in-person time for middle and high school 
students while still meeting the health and safety requirements outlined 
by the Maine Department of Education. 

The new Morse High School and Bath Tech is scheduled to open for 
students on February 25th. The new learning spaces will support our 
broad and engaging curriculum. We look forward to modern science 
laboratories, cutting-edge trade programs, unique art spaces, and 
purpose-built collaboration areas that will provide students with an 
environment to learn new skills and flourish. Opportunities will be 
provided for students to tour the facility before opening day. 

Thank you for your patience and support as we all navigate the challeng-
es of this pandemic. We appreciate the support of so many people and 
community organizations. Be well, and best wishes for a healthy winter 
season. 

Sincerely,

Patrick Manuel 
Superintendent of Schools
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Photos of the New 
Morse High School and 
Bath Tech Building
Photos courtesy of Lauren Leeman-Hook
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News From

Librarian Dawn Lee Takes a Stand Against 
Racism

Over the front door of Morse High School is the 
“Welcome to 826 High Street” banner which 
promises that “every person, from every perspec-
tive and background, is welcomed in Our House.” 
The statement of inclusion is more than just words, 
however. Following the observation of culturally 
insensitive speech and language in the school, 
faculty like Librarian Dawn Lee have been devel-
oping ways to educate students about race and 
inequality. 

“We wanted to create a place to sit down, talk 
about difficult subjects, and have civil discourse,” 
said Lee. “Around that time, the ‘Read Woke’ 
movement was just getting started; we wanted to 
expand on that.”

Lee and Brenda Fagan, Library Ed. Tech, collected 
resources (including around 650 books on the topic 
of Civil Rights) and held the first open discussion 
with students and staff in November of 2019. 

Students picked books to read and discussed them 
at the group’s monthly meetings. 

The COVID-19 pandemic forced Lee to take the 
group’s meetings online and prompted her to 
develop a more focused program this fall. The 
result was “Building an Anti-Racist Community,” a 
book discussion group which meets once a month 
to discuss This Book is Anti-Racist by Tiffany 
Jewell; a guidebook for taking action against 
racism. 

“ ‘When we know better, we do better,’ ” Lee said. 
“That’s our focus. My personal goal was to start in 
the school community and then branch out so that 
our community can work together on social justice 
issues.” 

Lee is already making community connections. In 
February (Black History Month) she is partnering 
with the Patten Free Library on a project which will 
“share stories the textbooks left out.” Participants 
will be asked to research, write, create and submit 
short video or audio clips about lesser-known Black 

(L-R): Teacher Suzanne Davey, Teacher Rebecca Deschaine, Library Ed. Tech Brenda Fagan, Librarian Dawn Lee, Principal Eric Varney
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Americans whose lives, words, and actions made a 
difference in the world, but went unnoticed because 
of their race. 

“We live in a global economy,” said Lee. “We are 
doing our kids a disservice if we don’t try to con-
nect them with other cultures and experiences and 
broaden their prospective. The thing I like about 
This Book is Anti-Racist is that it’s a call to action. 
It asks readers, ‘How are you going to work with 
others to make sure everyone’s voice is heard?’ ”

This spring semester, Lee and her book discussion 
group will continue working with the Morse High 
School Civil Rights Team and SAFE (Students Ad-
vocating for Equality) group to find ways to expand 
the conversation about racism and other forms 
of prejudice beyond the bounds of their monthly 
meetings. In the meantime, she invites everyone, 
including community members, to engage in the 
next This Book is Anti-Racist discussion.

“What do you do, as a community, when you see 
something that you know is not right? What do you 
do to make it better?” Lee asked. “Civil discourse is 
the first step.”

To find out more about the Building an Anti-Racist 
Community book discussion group, Click Here. 

*The Read Woke movement was created by Cicely 
Lewis, a librarian at Meadowcreek High School 
Media Center in Georgia. To learn more, Click 
Here.

Winter Sports Season Underway

On December 3, RSU 1 School Board members 
voted unanimously to proceed with winter sports at 
Morse High School. Nate Priest, MHS Dean of 
Students and Athletic Director, lead the School 
Board discussion with a presentation about en-
hanced COVID-19 safety protocols the school will 
enforce to keep students safe, in accordance with 
Maine Principals’ Association (MPA) guidelines. 

“In the fall we were able to have up to 100 outdoor 
spectators, but because of indoor gathering restric-
tions, spectators will not be allowed to watch winter 
sports activities in person,” Priest said, explaining 
new regulations. “All players, coaches, and person-
nel must wear masks at all times, which is also a 
change from the fall.”

Athletes began “skills and drills” conditioning 
exercises last week for winter sports including 
basketball, competitive cheering, team swimming, 

This Book is Anti-Racist 
by Tiffany Jewell is the 
subject of Lee’s book 
discussion group.

New School: Moving Timeline

Friday, 2/12/21 (Friday before February 
vacation):  At-home learning day for all 
students with assignments posted on Bright-
space. Morse staff will complete packing in 
preparation for the move over February 
vacation.

Monday, 2/22/21 - Wednesday, 2/24/21 
(Monday Tuesday, & Wednesday following 
February vacation):  At-home learning day for 
all students with assignments posted on Bright-
space. Morse staff will unpack their supplies 
and complete training in order to be ready to 
welcome students to our new home. 

https://bit.ly/StudentandStaffBookDiscussion
https://cicelythegreat.wordpress.com/
https://cicelythegreat.wordpress.com/
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wrestling, and indoor track and field. Each has 
been categorized as “moderate risk” for COVID-19 
transmission by the MPA except for wrestling, which 
is high risk. For that reason, the wrestling team 
will work on conditioning until at least February 22, 
and adjustments to gameplay have been made to 
mitigate contact risks in other sports. 

For most sports, regional competitions between 
schools began in mid-January. Priest defined 
“regional” as any school within Sagadahoc County 
or any adjacent county which is not risk level yellow 
or red, as determined by the Maine Department of 
Education.

For certain sports, including competitive cheering 
and team swimming, virtual meets are being 
considered to keep students from different schools 
separated. In cheering, for example, each school 
would film their routine in advance and send the 
footage to a panel of judges for remote review. 
“We’re really excited to have the opportunity to 
try and pull off a season,” said Priest. “The swim 
meets have been scheduled and we are hoping to 
get a cheer competition or two scheduled prior to 
the KVAC and state championship meets.”

Senior Boden Gould participated in the modified 
football season this fall and is happy to be playing 
basketball this winter.

“We all have worked so hard to be here. I just hope 
it continues and we are allowed to play a full 
season. There is something special about running 
out on that floor on a Friday night with the rest of 
my team,” he said.

Priest commended his athletes and coaches on 
their ability to adapt to changing regulations and 
added that coaches, despite added levels of stress, 
have been “doing a fantastic job.”

“I couldn’t have asked any more from them this 

Progress on the gymnasium at the new Morse High School. Photos courtesy 
of Lauren Leeman-Hook and Cuyler Feagles

fall. They are making sure the kids stay as safe as 
possible,” he said.

To follow along with the winter sports season at 
MHS, visit the Shipbuilders Athletics website at 
morseshipbuilders.org. 

https://morseshipbuilders.org/
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Esports Program Finishes First Season 
Third in State

As electronics become an increasingly common part 
of our daily lives, it’s not so surprising that schools 
across the country, include Morse High School, are 
adding esports to their athletic programs. 

Esports, video game tournaments in which teams 
compete via virtual game rooms, has been grow-
ing as an industry for years, but is relatively new to 
schools. Since the first collegiate program started 
at the University of California-Irvine in 2015, 175 
colleges and universities have added officially 
recognized varsity esports programs to their athletic 
offerings.  

In Maine, based on the rising popularity of esports 
and the cancelation of traditional spring sports due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Maine Principals’ 
Association (MPA) decided to sponsor esports as an 
extracurricular activity this fall. Morse High School 
Athletic Director Nathan Priest saw the program as 
an opportunity to engage a different population of 
students in sports and began searching for a coach, 
which he found in EdTech and former baseball coach 
Brandon Murray.

(L-R): Maxwell Irish-Deane, Cody Stewart, Dalton Johnstone

“Esports has been considered a club sport of the first 
part of the year, but we just received confirmation 
that it can become a varsity sport,” explained Priest. 
“I want to treat the program like any other sport: with 
lettering, pins, and team captains.”

Twelve students have joined Morse esports state 
and regional team in its first season. The game they 
play is called Rocket League; an online, team-based 
soccer game played with cars instead of people. 
Although it’s possible for students to play remotely 
from their own homes, the team has made a point 
of gathering at school for practices and games. Just 
like any other sport, Murray helps develop gameplay, 
grow skillsets, and encourage teamwork. 

“Esports gives students who might not participate in 
traditional sports the opportunity to be part of a sports 
team and do something they enjoy,” Murray said. “At 
its core it’s just like any other sport – it’s a competi-
tion.”

Rocket League matches are arranged through 
esports platform PlayVS. Each match consists of 
five rounds, five minutes apiece. Rather than a quiet 
room of controllers clicking and screens flashing, the 
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computer lab at Bath Tech where the team meets 
can be as raucous as any sports field as the team 
communicates with each other. At their first game 
against Waterville Senior High School in October, 
players called positions, cheered each other on, 
and advised each other on tactics being used by 
the opposing team. They won 3-0.  

Team capatin Dalton Johnstone (Sophomore) said 
he appreciates the school’s support of esports.

“No one is giving us the ‘they’re playing video 
games at school?’ reaction. Some people (who 
hear about esports) might say, ‘It’s just pixels.’ But 
it’s more than that. It’s like you’re really there, play-
ing the game.”

At the end of the season, Morse took an impressive 
third place in the Maine esports state champion-
ship, beating out 14 other teams.

Johnstone was presented with the Coaches Award 
for his leadship skills - “He was almost like a third 
coach,” Ward said - and Micah Longbottom 
received the award for Most Improved Player. 

Ward said he is already looking forward to coaching 
the spring season’s team, which will consist of 
seven returning players and two new recruits. 
There is no way for spectators to watch the sport 
right now, but Murray hopes that students and 
parents will be able to watch from a designated 
room or screen at the new Morse High School. 
  

Calling All MHS Writers! Maine 
Maritime Museum Essay Contest

The Maine Maritime Museum is now accept-
ing essays for the Nathan R. Lipfert (MHS 
‘69) Maritime History Award. 

A first-place cash prize of $500 will be 
awarded to one Morse High School student 
for an outstanding essay about maritime 
history or current topics. PLUS, all qualifying 
participants will receive four passes on one 
of the museum’s Shipyards & Lighthouses 
cruises in the 2021 season!

Essays must be research-based and 1,000 
words or less. For more information on 
submission guidelines, please Click Here.

Submissions are due February 28, 2021.

https://mhs.rsu1.org/o/morse-high-school/article/375212
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News From

CNA Program at Bath Tech Continues 
Partnership with Local Senior Health 
Center Despite Pandemic

Health Science Instructor Susan Beauregard, RN, 
teaches a one-year Certified Nursing Assistant 
(CNA) program for junior and senior high school 
students at Bath Tech. In a typical year, students 
visit local health care and extended living facilities 
to gain clinical experience; COVID-19 has made 
that “live work” difficult to come by, but Beauregard 
found an opportunity at Mid Coast Senior Health 
Center. 

“Students are required to have 70 hours of super-
vised clinical experience in order to qualify for a 
CNA certificate in the State of Maine,” Beauregard 
said. “It’s been a huge challenge to teach this class 
with distance learning, but I do feel extremely lucky 
because there are many kids (in other CNA 
programs) that cannot do their clinical (training) 
at all this year.” 

Past clinical sites have included Winship Green 
Center for Health & Rehabilitation, Avita, and Hill-
House Assisted Living. So far this school year, 
Beauregard’s nine students have earned 22 hours 
of clinical experience at Mid Coast Senior Health 
Center and she feels they are still on track to meet 
their requirements. Activities for these CNAs-
in-training mostly involve assisting residents and 
patients with daily living: feeding, bathing, and 
ambulation. 

“Our job is to give patients the best life that they 
can have,” Beauregard said.

When they are not participating in live work at the 
Senior Health Center, Beauregard teaches students 
home health skills in the classroom lab, but 

Students Chelsea Hinds and Taylor Rumery (in chair)

distance learning has restricted their in-class time. 
To compensate, Beauregard and other teachers are 
getting creative with at-home lab assignments.

“I belong to a CTE (Career and Technical Edu-
cation) group on Facebook and we share a lot of 
ideas. One teacher posted a package where 
students can learn how to cover and clean a wound 
using an empty paper towel roll with wounds drawn 
on it,” she said. “We also have skill sheets from the 
State that kids have to demonstrate, like the ability 
to feed someone. I had them practice on a house-
hold member and film themselves so that I could 
review them.”
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Looking beyond the pandemic, Beauregard and 
her students have plenty to look forward to. Their 
classroom in the new Bath Tech building will have 
access to new life skills facilities like a kitchen, 
washer, and dryer. COVID-19 grant funding has 
also supplied them with a package of four manne-
quins, one of which includes a programmable blood 
pressure simulator.

The good news doesn’t end there: Mid Coast 
Senior Health Center has already hired three of 
Beauregard’s students; an ideal scenario where 
they can be paid while they will continue their 
schooling and prepare to take the State’s CNA 
exam in June. Every student who passes their 
certification will be readily employable at various 
healthcare facilities and well prepared for further 
health career training.

“Overall, I think we’ve been able to do many things 

Bath Tech Prepares to Launch New 
Cosmetology Program Next Fall

This spring Bath Tech will be enrolling incoming 
juniors and seniors for our brand new Cosmetol-
ogy program that will open next school fall! The 
program and curriculum are aligned with Maine 
State Cosmetology Licensing, allowing students 
the opportunity to begin their post-secondary 
studies with a portion of their program already 
completed and clock hours towards the 1,500 
hours required to sit for the state cosmetology 
licensing exam.

Cosmetology is a well-rounded program cov-
ering most phases of cosmetology including: 
manicuring/pedicuring, hair design, hairstyling, 
haircutting, hair texture services, skin structure, 
hair removal, facials, and makeup application.

Important Reminders Regarding 
Upcoming Move

We are in the final stages of preparing for our 
move to the school building located on Ship-
builder Drive in Bath. Staff have been busy 
organizing and packing for the move, but there 
will also be some necessary schedule impacts. 

Please Click Here to view a letter from 
Director Julie Kenny with more detailed 
information.

well this year,” said Beauregard. “We’re in school 
and we’ve still been able to get hands on experi-
ence. We are doing our best for our kids.”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zh11IfquE5_XEYY6rZTZtJgXp7cJRVB1/view
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News From

Bath Middle School Students Explore 
Epidemiology and its Impact on Culture 
and Community 

Eighth grade students in Tanya Pomerleau’s 
English Language Arts class had to do some 
detective work to find out the topic of their new 
unit. The students were presented with an antique 
suitcase filled with artifacts from an earlier time: 
necklaces, a poem, and, most strikingly, a porcelain 
doll with yellow skin. Using these clues, they were 
able to guess the theme: the yellow fever epidemic 
of 1793. 

Pomerleau says the unit (or “expedition” as these 
cross-disciplinary case studies are called at 
Bath Middle School) is a direct response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“A quote from the book we are readying (Fever 
1793) – ‘Will you fold or will you innovate?’ – is still 
so relevant today. What innovations will come from 
this current pandemic? What are we learning to do 
better? What are we learning about each other?” 

Fever 1793, by Laurie Halse Anderson, describes 
the arrival of the disease in Philadelphia at a time 
when very little was understood about its transmis-
sion or how to cure it. This week, students were 
asked whether, given the chance, they would go 
back in time with the yellow fever vaccine to stop 
the epidemic before it spread. Some students said 
they would, even if it was only to tell people that 
the disease was spread by mosquitos, not human 
contact. Others said they wouldn’t, because 
vaccines were not yet invented and would be a 
source of fear and distrust. 

This week, Pomerleau assigned each student with 

a different identity: doctor, entomologist, or histori-
an. Before their next class, students will brainstorm 
items that they could bring back in time with them 
to the people of 1793 to help them better under-
stand the epidemic. 

All of this, Pomerleau described, is done while 
drawing careful parallels between the world of 1793 
and the pandemic of today to explore how disease 
affects culture and community. For example, 

Student Riley Walters shows a copy of Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson

Teacher Tanya Pomerleau shows students one of the suitcases they will 
have to fill on their fictional trip back to 1793
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student Riley Walters noticed that people, in both 
cases, fled urban centers for the countryside in 
search of safety.

“We are using this case study to gather information 
and bits of knowledge to create a parallel to guide 
us as we overcome the challenges of our current 
pandemic,” she said. “I want the kids to understand 
that society has dealt with this before and that we 
will get through it. We can do hard things.”

Their epidemiology expedition ended at winter 
break, but Pomerleau wants her students to carry 
their learning forward with them as the world contin-
ues to navigate the challenges of COVID-19. 

“I hope we can give them a sense of how extraordi-
nary this is experience is for our community. I hope 
they can extrapolate some hope from this unit.”

The Ecology School and Bath Middle 
School Adapt Programming During 
Pandemic Year

In a typical year, 7th grade students at BMS would 
have been packing their bags to head for The 
Ecology School’s three-day, overnight residential 
program. They would have spent 72 hours learn-
ing about Maine’s unique ecosystems, exploring 
food systems, and, for some, experiencing life 
away from home for the first time. The COVID-19 
pandemic may have prevented the annual retreat 
this year, but it did not prevent The Ecology School 
from bringing their lessons to BMS.  

Alex Grindle is the Director of Programs for The 
Ecology School, a Saco-based nonprofit dedicated 
to studying and transforming the way people think 
about science, food, and the environment. She and 
Program Manager Amalie Sonneborn spent two 
days at the end of October giving BMS 7th graders 
a lesson on lawn and forest ecology in place of the 
residential program.  

Students in Leah Heyman’s science class sit on the athletic field ready to 
learn about lawn ecology.

Amalie Sonneborn

Students met with Grindle and Sonneborn on a 
chilly morning at the edge of the athletic fields 
behind BMS. They sat, wearing masks, on social-
ly distanced egg crates as Grindle explained how 
they would use a large circle of string to estimate 
the nutrient levels, productivity, and diversity of the 
ecosystems around them. She encouraged them 
to brainstorm disturbances – factors that create 
change in an environment – that might be affecting 
their results.

“It’s so important to get the students outside and 
encourage them to explore,” Grindle said. “I started 
working at The Ecology School 18 years ago and 
fell in love with opportunity to teach outdoors and 
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have people connect with the world around them. 
Being able to work with schools is something that I 
really enjoy.”

Leah Heyman, who teaches 7th grade science 
with co-teacher Micah Depper, connected Grindle’s 
ecology lesson to their class’s study of radish seeds 
and how different variables affect their growth. 
“Rather than just giving the students a chart or data 
from our brains, we want them to see and use the 
data themselves,” she said. “Physically collecting 
data helps them build a better connection to the 
data and, therefore, a better connection to their 
learning.”

The partnership between BMS and The Ecology 
School is funded by both entities with additional 
grant support from Environmental Living and Learn-
ing for Maine Students (ELLMS). Typically, the 
three-day residential program prepares students for 
an even greater adventure as 8th graders: a week-
long saltwater canoe trip led by Chewonki and the 
Kennebec Estuary Land Trust.

“We were so happy [The Ecology School] could 
come and are hoping they can come back in the 
spring,” said Heyman. “The outdoor programs done 
at BMS are such a special part of what we do to 
connect students to each other, their community, 
and Maine; our home.”

Heyman said that maintaining connections with 
community partners like The Ecology School has 
been especially important during the pandemic. 
“We want to foster these great relationships and 
opportunities so that we can continue to have these 
partnerships once pandemic education is over.”

Grindle hopes The Ecology School can once again 
offer their full programing to Bath and said that they 
“stand flexible and ready to keep students safe” no 
matter what 2021 brings.

Winter Concert

Like most things in 2020, BMS had to adjust 
their music program to follow all of the safety 
requirements and guidelines put forth by the 
CDC and state of Maine. Undaunted, their 
music teacher, Mr. Chipman, and many of their 
music students continued to play and practice 
via weekly remote lessons. 

Because they were unable to gather and 
offer their normal Winter Concert, Mr. Chipman 
asked his music students to submit clips of 
themselves playing or singing the songs they 
had been practicing. He then combined them 
into a video for the BMS Winter Concert of 
2020.

BMS is very proud of Mr. Chipman and his stu-
dents for thinking outside the box to provide this 
experience to the community! If you missed it, 
you can view the video online by Clicking Here.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wevideo.com%2Fview%2F1981371722%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1XpYbsBnI0rBHhtf8-KyxE0Sm06oDxeUGUemkOXC4OMYk1G22ldKrSoOw&h=AT0W_H8zhHbQPA2JtTpvVEZRkMMS-8coC_ogeN2M1WI7oD-ZmGN89WKcgOTH2KfazDnDkuy0GePZDLE0SaCL3hlWpLq8l54_5O_Db_EbrI_LSyO_3P6CN4Sf8t0gUw8UgJKy&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT2UphU8lDe1pU358o6y4TaYXPUKAO7Wx5pbbInjqZnOogMkkku49WocDe7zUOSLsuQRI4xqEVvYJf8Ljm1YbjUfqBAjMcd3mVHC5lNfnqW1y6VGVqrG_LpsJAukrV36xIPS8qWIPfEsJEgLHlBxacL-gC9sw0a_u9OCfKl_sfr5Mca3d1iEsq2rUMKa3xb9oA
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News From

Dean to DJ: Woolwich Central School 
Students Rewarded for “Walking the 
Woolwich Way”

Students at Woolwich Central School were treat-
ed to a rare sight after winter break: their Dean of 
Students, Erin Dimbleby, taking over the lunchroom 
with huge speakers, lights, and a playlist of 
requested songs. 

“DJ Dimbleby” was celebrating a milestone in the 
school’s WOW Program, a ticket-based recogn-
tion program that was introduced last year. 
Students can receive WOW tickets from staff when 
they demonstrate one or more of the school’s core 
values: Respect, Responsibility, Honesty, Com-
passion, Courtesy, and Quality (collectively called 
“The Woolwich Way”). One hundred and twenty-five 
tickets earned students the lunchtime celebration.

 “We are trying to implement different Positive 
Behavior Interventions and Support (PBIS) systems 
at the school, which are part of a statewide 
approach to behavior management,” Dimbleby 
said. “WOW Tickets provide positive reinforcement 
for those teachings.”

This year, tickets count toward three school-wide 
rewards: DJ Dimbleby (125 tickets), hot chocolate 
and cookies (275 tickets), and pajama movie day 
with popcorn (450 tickets). Dimbleby marks the 
school’s progress on a poster in the front lobby, and 
Principal Jason Libby reads tickets aloud during 
morning announcements to give students individual 
recognition. Students can also take copies of their 
tickets home to show their families. 

“If your student comes home with a Woolwich Way 
Wow ticket, please know that it is a special recogni-

Dean of Students Erin Dimbleby turns into “DJ Dimbleby” for a WOW 
Program celebration!

WOW Program poster (created 
by the WCS PTA) showing the 
climb to the top of the WOW 
mountain! Each “base camp” 
represents a new school-wide 
reward for students to earn.
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Eat the Rainbow

Our annual Eat the Rainbow event is coming 
up here at WCS. Although the event will look 
different due to COVID, we are still going to try 
and make it a special week for our students. 
Here is how it will work!   

Monday (February 8th)- Green Day

Tuesday (February 9th)- Orange/Yellow Day

Wednesday (February 10th)- Blue/Purple Day

Thursday (February 11th)- Red Day

Friday (February 12th)- Rainbow Day 

On these days, we hope students will wear 
clothing that coordinates with the specific color 
of the day!  These days will also include a fruit/
vegetable for the color on the school lunch 
menu for this week!  There will be daily 
announcements talking about the importance 
of the different colors and some other fun 
events happening through classes as well. 
I am looking forward to the week and hope 
you are too!   

Sincerely, Mr. Hutchings

tion that they should be very proud of,” said Libby.

Dimbleby said that the tickets also helped students 
who were distance learning remember their school 
manners even when they are tuning into class from 
home.

“For example, teachers can give tickets for great 
participation during virtual meetings or spending a 
certain amount of time remote learning programs,” 
she said. “There have been so many changes 
this year; it can feel really hard for some students. 
That’s why continuing a program that they are 
familiar with is important; to generate excitement 
and have kids smile.”
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News From

Hope Blooms at Dike Newell School

Dike Newell School (DNS) guidance counselor 
Natalie Dean is helping students enter 2021 with 
hope in their hearts through the power of plants.

“I wanted a way to connect with students and 
address the fact that things are really different this 
year, and that ‘different’ can be really hard,” she 
said. “I want them to know that it’s OK to feel sad, 
worried, or angry about the changes COVID has 
brought. It’s also important to remember that it’s not 
forever.”

Dean knew that a tangible action would have the 
greatest impact on children, so she came up with 
the idea to plant a new garden in front of the school 
– around the flagpole, to be exact – so that it would 
be viewable to everyone visiting DNS. As for what 
to plant, Dean decided on daffodils; a perennial 
flower planted by bulb in the fall. 

“Bulbs have always reminded me of hope. We plant 
them as the cold, dark, winter approaches, but they 
hold this promise of the spring and the warmth and 
light that will return,” she said. 

The school purchased bulbs from Beth Hawkes 
Farm & Greenhouse before Halloween. Dean coor-
dinated with teachers to ensure that every student 
who was at school (and even staff members) were 
able to participate in the planting. She said that the 
students enjoyed the project; for some, it was their 
first time planting anything at all.

“I still have kids asking me when they will come 
up. It’s a good exercise in patience and waiting. I 
tell them to imagine what it will be like when they 
bloom in the spring. Hope is like that; it exists in our 

Mrs. Gallant’s Kindergarten Class 
Planting Bulbs 

imagination – imagine how wonderful it’s going to 
be when it happens.” 

Dean anticipated the bulbs will bloom in April. 
“The daffodils should come up every year; they will 
be a lasting reminder of our resilience during a very 
challenging year,” she said. 
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Dike Newell School Students “Count to 
None” with Wendy Ulmer

When she thinks back on her school days, 
children’s book author Wendy Ulmer enjoyed 
reading and English classes but described math 
as “traumatic.” Years later, that trauma became the 
spark for a picture books, Zero, Zilch, Nada: Count-
ing to None, which she recently shared with second 
grade students a Dike Newell School (DNS). 

Ulmer’s relationship with DNS began before she 
was an author, back when she taught English and 
music for the district, mostly at Morse High School. 
After retiring, she realized that she “missed the 
kids terribly,” and began volunteering at DNS. 2020 
marks her 13th year as a volunteer, and while 
COVID-19 has prevented her from being in the 
classroom with students, she has found other ways 
to connect with them.

Last week, Ulmer gifted Sue Michaud’s second 
grade class with copies of Zero, Zilch, Nada: 
Counting to None, which follows the story of a 
young bunny named Harry who needs the reader’s 
help to count 100 balloons. Students joined Ulmer 
on the lawn beside DNS to read the book and help 
Harry solve his math problem. 

“Zero, Zilch, Nada is a great book,” said Michaud. 
“You can do lots of math activities with it. The 

students love the story; there are parts in the story 
that students just jump in and read it with the 
reader, so it’s sort of like a song.”

Ulmer and Michaud also devised a pen pal program 
this year: students write a postcard to Ulmer about 
a certain topic and she responds. In the spirit of the 
holidays, their most recent topic was “What are you 
thankful for?” In the spring, the students will start 
exchanging short letters with Ulmer as they build 
their writing skills. 

The students also help Ulmer with her writing – for 
the past four years she has been reading drafts of 
new stories to the class.

“It’s been awesome to hear their feedback,” she 
said. “Along the way, I tell them about the whole 
publishing process.”

Students have watched Ulmer’s work progress from 
rough stories written on paper into published nov-
els. Sometimes she asks students for their opinion 
on illustrations and has shared other writing experi-
ences with them as well.

Michaud said she loves having Ulmer come into the 
class. 

“She has brought so many great ideas and I have 
learned so much from her,” she said. 

Sue Michaud’s class stand with Wendy Ulmer holding their new copies of Zero, Zilch, Nada.
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News From

Skype a Scientist – Brown University 
Professor Virtually Visits Fisher Mitchell 
School 

It’s lunchtime at Fisher Mitchell School in Bath 
– third grade students find their seat in a grid of 
desks spaced 6 feet apart as Librarian Meg 
Barker connects her computer to a large projector. 
Within moments the students are joined by a Brown 
University Professor and Research Scientist: 
Sharon Swartz. 

Swartz is part of a network of scientists who have 
made themselves available to speak with class-
rooms across the world through online educational 
entity “Skype a Scientist.” Today, Swartz is speak-
ing about bats, a species she has studied for the 
past 30 years. 

“I am really interested in this very amazing group 
of animals that how they use their special wings to 
fly,” Swartz said to the class, pulling up a picture of 
a bat’s wing structure. “In fact, their wings are just 
like your hands.”

Swartz calls animals “a very concrete and relatable 
subject for younger students.” She uses bats to 
simplify high level concepts of biology and engi-
neering in a way that is engaging and digestible for 
every student. 

 “It’s our (scientists’) job to make what we do un-
derstandable and to make science fun enough that 
kids want to learn,” she said. “We (scientists) are 
becoming more and more aware that if we want 
[people to make better choices about our planet], 
we have to learn how to communicate in a straight-
forward way.”   

Before the pandemic Swartz typically visited one 
classroom a year through Skype a Scientist. This 
year she plans on visiting eight classrooms as more 
schools invest in virtual learning. “If I had more 
time, I would be giving these lessons every day,” 
she said. “It’s clear that they can really have a 
positive impact.” 

This is not the first time Fisher Mitchell School has 
partnered with Skype a Scientist. Barker said she 
used it in conjunction with past community service 
projects for fifth graders. “It’s a great program - very 
easy to tap into - you simply sign up, pick a topic 

Professor Sharon Swartz

Professor Swartz talks to FMS students about bats during lunch
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Did You See the Results of Our 
“Best in Maine” Election?

Librarian Meg Barker organized a mock 
election for students in mid-October with a 
pool of 16 “candidates” competing to be the 
“Best Thing About Maine.” 

Barker used a bracket system to pit different 
aspects of Maine against one another, like: 
“What is the best place? Mt. Katahdin or 
Acadia National Park?” or “What is the best 
book? Charlotte’s Web or Blueberries for Sal?” 
After several rounds of voting the school was 
down to two competitors: Maine’s state bird – 
the chickadee – and retail icon L. L. Bean.

Principal Ross Berkowitz announced the 
winner on November 2: it was a close race, but 
the chickadee emerged victorious.

and the next thing you know you are matched with 
a scientist and the two of you run from there with 
the planning. All of my previous experiences have 
been great, but Sharon was obviously very experi-
enced and put a lot of thought into her presentation, 
personalizing it for our students and their interests.”

At the end of her presentation, Swartz fielded 
questions from students. “What is their habitat?” 
asked one. “What do they like to do in their free 
time?” asked another. “Who are their enemies?” 

Swartz answered questions until the lunch period 
was over, ending with a request that students “take 
good care” of the ecosystems around them. She 
hopes that, in the future, Skype a Scientist will 
facilitate longer-term partnerships with classrooms.

“We typically have a half hour or hour with a class, 
but what if we could visit a class once a month for 
five months? Then we could do projects that have a 
longer-term benefit to the school. Maybe programs 
like this will encourage us to think more creatively 
and flexibly about teaching.”
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News From

Swan Song: Music Teacher Louine Gagnon 
Prepares for Retirement

Throughout her life, whether through performance 
or instruction, RSU1 music teacher Louine Gagnon 
has been sharing the gift of music with others. Even 
as she approaches retirement, she maintains the 
energy and charisma of someone who has truly 
found their calling. 

“I have always loved working with children and my 
passion is music,” Gagnon said. “I have weathered 
many challenges and honestly feel I have been 
able to make the best out of each musical situation. 
I’ve learned that there is a lot more to teaching 
music than just teaching the notes!”

Gagnon considers herself a “piano gal” and began 
lessons at the age of 13 to play the songs of her 
idols: music greats like Billy Joel, Carole King, and 
Elton John. She grew up in Terryville, CT, and grad-
uated from Western Connecticut State University in 
1980 with a B.S. in music education. After earning 
an additional K-8 Elementary classroom certificate 
from Central Connecticut State University, she 
began her teaching career at Gardiner Area High 
School. 

“I was named Teacher of the Year at GAHS during 
my third year there as choral director. It was so 
meaningful to me because it was staff that nominat-
ed me and acknowledged my work,” Gagnon said. 

Another honor was bestowed on Gagnon in 2009 
when she was teaching at Fisher Mitchell School in 
Bath. Gagnon was an invited to the Yale School of 
Music’s Symposium on Music in Schools, a 
celebration which honors fifty teachers from across 
the country for their outstanding accomplishments 

teaching music in public schools. Gagnon was 
particularly moved by her nomination, which came 
from Fisher Mitchell School’s then-principal Larry 
Dyer. She called the experience “amazing.”

Even considering her accolades, Gagnon’s favorite 
memories from the 27 years she spent teaching 
in RSU1 are watching families attend winter and 
spring concerts. 

“I really loved leading middle school chorus. When 
we had concerts, it was always a packed house. 
And, most importantly, I enjoyed hearing back from 
the families afterward. Back then it was by card or 
written letter; now it’s by email or text. I still run into 
parents who remember what songs their kids sang. 
Quite often they say, ‘That song made me cry,’ and 
I respond, ‘Yeah! Then I did my job.’ ” 

COVID-19 prevented Gagnon from teaching chorus 
this year (singing spreads germs) but that hasn’t 
slowed her down.

“Louine has brought a tremendous amount of 

Louine Gagnon in her classroom at Phippsburg Elementary School



Winter 2020-21  |  20

Winter Concert

This year’s winter concert, “Sounds of Decem-
ber,” was recorded on video. (Click Here to 
view!) Thank you to our music teacher, Louine 
Gagnon, for her enthusiasm and effort, and to 
Miss Jones for her video production.

Here are some photos of 5th grade playing 
“African Noel,” a Liberian folk song.
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positivity to the school, and the children love her,” 
said Phippsburg Elementary School Principal 
Sandra Gorsuch-Plummer. “She has managed to 
make music class without singing fun and joyful.”

“Louine strives to make music accessible and 
relatable to all students,” added Principal Ross 
Berkowitz of Fisher Mitchell School. “She truly 
loves bringing music into the schools and the kids’ 
lives.”

Gagnon’s plans for retirement include focusing on 
her daughter, Ann Marie Jane, and husband 
Robert. 

“Music will always be in my life. It has always been 
‘my life.’ My Chickering Baby Grand Piano will be 
played a lot more, and I will be open to new 
opportunities in music. I know that I still have a lot 
to offer.”

Gagnon’s advice to music teachers of the future is 
to pay close attention to what students want to sing 
and play instead of always teaching the pieces they 
learned in college. 

“Focus on the disciplines and skills that you can 
pull out and use in any song,” Gagnon advised. 

“Take your cue from what kids like and then add 
your teaching expertise. The music learning will be 
far richer, enjoyable, and will create a spark that will 
always shine.” 

Louine Gagnon 
conducts Phippsburg 
Elementary School’s 
winter concert

https://www.wevideo.com/view/1977909783
https://www.wevideo.com/view/1977909783
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