
Information Regarding Available  
RAPID RESULT ANTIGEN TESTING FOR COVID-19 

 
You may be familiar with hearing the names of these 3 types of tests.  
RT-PCR (real-time reverse-transcriptase Polymerase chain reaction) test detects virus genetic material. 
Antigen test detects specific proteins on the surface of the virus. 
Antibody test looks for antibodies made by the immune system in response to virus infection. 
 
Most of us have taken a molecular test. The molecular test requires processing of the sample in a laboratory.  
Beginning in February, a 15-minute rapid result antigen test will be available to staff and students at NGSD 66.  
Participation is strictly voluntary.  The District will only test staff and students reporting or exhibiting one or more COVID-19 
related symptoms.  

Type of Test Antigen Test Molecular Test 
How is the sample 
taken? 

Nasal or throat swab Nasal or throat swab; saliva or sputum test 

What does it test? Diagnose current COVID-19 infection by detecting 
viral proteins 

Diagnose current COVID-19 infection by 
detecting viral genetic material 

How are the results 
used? 

Help public health officials identify and recommend 
isolation for people with active infection.  
Help verify symptoms are not a result of COVID-19 
infection and lessen non-attendance days. 

Help public health official identify and 
recommend isolation for people with active 
infection. 

Who administers the 
test? 

Staff trained according the CDC and LHD 
requirements in a site operating under a CLIA 
Certificate of Waiver 

Nasal and throat swabs can be self-collected in 
the company of or by the health professional. 
Tests must be conducted by trained staff in a 
CLIA Certified Laboratory or point-of-care 
testing site operating under waiver. 

How long does it take to 
get results? 

15 minutes 1 – 3 days 

Other information May be more likely to miss a current infection 
compared to molecular tests.  
Testing of asymptomatic individuals increases the 
likelihood of a false results. 

Considered the most accurate for COVID-19 
detection and typically performed in a 
specialized laboratory.  

 

Why are we offering this option?  
If the individual tests negative, the symptom(s) can be attributed to an alternate cause – removing the need to quarantine for 
10 days, and immediate family for 14 days, until a negative test or alternate diagnosis is made by a healthcare provider.  
 
There are strict compliance requirements. 

1. Any individual who wants to have this testing option available must have a standing physician’s order on file. 
(see attached) 

2. Students need written consent from a parent or legal guardian on file. 
(see attached) 

3. Every person must assent to the test before it is performed. 
4. Parent notification will be confirmed prior to performing each test. 
5. Both positive and negative results will be sent to the IDPH reporting system within 24 hours of test administration, to 

the local health department, to the physician who provided the standing order, and of course to the individual who 
was tested (or parent as appropriate).  

6. Testing will be done privately, and the District will adhere to all HIPAA, FERPA, and ADA applicable laws and 
regulations. 
 


