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Inserts included in the 

hard copy newsletter are 

the menus, activity 

calendars, Home & 

School Connection and 

Reading Connections.  

Menus and calendars may 

be found on the CV 

Home page. Please be 

sure to check the 

calendars online as 

changes may occur! 

 

 

 

As we start our spring semester, I feel like I am trying to 

hold onto the cart that is rolling down hill.  With this in 

mind, I will use this article to try to keep everyone up to 

date on activities for the high school for this semester.   

Remember, keep checking our online calendar. When activities come up, 

we add it to the calendar as soon as we can. We also have daily         

announcements that are in powerschool that parents can access.  It has 

been an exciting year full of activities for our students to have the  

opportunities to participate in. 

Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System 

NSCAS assessments will be administered this semester so please         

encourage your children to do their best and help them prepare for it 

at home by being well rested and fed for the day of the assessment. 

Ask your children when they will be having these assessments.  The 

testing window is March 22 to April 30. 

MAP’s assessments 

MAP’s assessments are given in the fall, winter, and spring.  These              

assessments are reported to the state and give us information on       

instruction and student performance.  These assessments will be given 

during Semester 2 finals week for grades 7 & 8 and for the 9th and 

10th grades it will be the 2nd week in May. 

 Parent/Teacher Conferences will be virtual and held on February 11 

from 12:00pm to 7:00pm. 

 ACT for Juniors is March 23. 

 Prom is April 24 at North Loup Community Building. 

 Cougars Honors Night/Athletic Banquet is on April 30 at 7:00pm—

CV Auditorium 

 Graduation is May 8 at 2:00pm—CV Auditorium 

 Semester Finals for grades 9 thru 12 will be May 19, 20 and 21. 

 Final day for students is May 21 and May 24 is a teacher workday. 

Once again, Central Valley’s website is centralvps.org.  There are many 

tools on our website that enables us to keep our patrons informed.  

Please remember that the calendars are subject to change and should 

be checked often for additions or corrections.  If you have any     

questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

February 2021 

From the Desk of Mr. Todd Beck, High School Principal 

Tuesday, February 

2nd at 5:30pm.  

Please meet in the 

Library at the end 

of the JV Boys 

game. 

Meeting 
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It is hard to believe that the 2020-2021 school 

year is at the halfway point! In fact, the 100th 

day of school is February 25th!  Students are 

working hard and are enjoying their learning   

experience! 

Kindergarten Transition Days   

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, our Kindergarten 

Roundup and registration will look slightly       

different this year.  All students eligible for 

2021-2022 are invited to take part in two     

transition afternoons held at the Central Valley 

Kindergarten in Scotia, on March 19th and March 

26th from 1:00-3:30 p.m.  Students will take 

part in classroom activities, specials, centers, 

etc. along with the current Kindergarten        

students.  Your child will become more familiar 

with our Central Valley staff, building,           

procedures, and daily routines.     

Students currently enrolled at Central Valley 

Preschool will be transported by one of their 

current teachers from their preschool to the 

elementary in Scotia.  If your student isn’t    

currently enrolled, you may drop your student 

off at 1:00 p.m. and pick him/her up at 3:30 p.m. 

at the Central Valley Elementary main entrance 

located on the south side of the building. 

Kindergarten teachers and Mrs. Shafer will be 

available for questions and building tours        

following each transition day for those interest-

ed.  If your student is from North Loup or    

Scotia, you may stop for a tour/questions on 

March 19th at 3:30 p.m.  If your student is from 

Greeley or Wolbach, you may stop for a 

tour/questions on March 26th at 3:30 p.m.  Due 

to COVID-19 restrictions, we ask that only    

parents and the incoming kindergarten student 

be present.  All students/parents 

will be required to wear a mask 

while in the building.   

Kindergarten Registration: 

We ask that you register your child for          

kindergarten prior to transition days to ensure 

we have the most up to date contact and health 

information.  All registration forms can be found 

@  www.centralvps.org  If you know anyone with 

a child that will be eligible for the 2021-2022 

kindergarten class, please spread the word about 

our upcoming registration.  

Preschool Roundup 

Preschool Roundup will be held Monday, March 

17th at the Wolbach site from 8:30-9:30 and at 

the Greeley stie from 10:30-11:30. Preschool 

Roundup @ the Scotia site will be held on Friday, 

March 19th from 9:00-10:00.   

Preschool Registration: 

Please register your child for preschool roundup 

prior to the round up day by going to 

www.centralvps.org and filling out the form.  

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Our winter Parent-Teacher Conferences will be 

held Feb. 25 from 12:00-7:00 PM. They will be 

virtual. Look for a SignUp Genius link from your  

student/students’ teacher. 

Upcoming Events/Dates to Remember 

 February 3 

 Teacher In-Service School dismissed @ 

 1:30. 

 February 5  

 Subdistrict Wrestling School dismissed 

 @ 1:30. 

 February 8  

 School board meeting in Scotia @ 7:00PM 

 February 10  

 Early dismissal 2:15 

 February 11       

 Virtual Parent Teacher Conferences   

 12:00-7:00 PM 

Principal’s Desk 
Central Valley Elementary 

Mrs. Connie Shafer 

http://www.centralvps.org
http://www.centralvps.org


PAGE 3 THE CENTRAL VALLEY C HRONICLE   

Upcoming Events/Dates to Remember   

continued: 

 February 12       

 Students celebrate Valentine’s Day with a 

 class party 

 February 17       

 Early dismissal 2:15 

 February 19       

 No school State Wrestling 

 February 24       

 Early dismissal 2:15 

 February 25       

 No School at the Elementary -- Math      

 In-Service for the teachers 

December Star Students - Generosity 

 

 

 
 

Hello from Mrs. Schimenti’s Kindergarten Class!  

We are really on a roll with our reading and  

writing skills! We are doing a wonderful job at 

sounding out words whether they are real or 

nonsense! Nonsense words such as {nom, sec, tup, 

vad} help us practice the letter sounds we are 

learning and get us ready to read BIG words that 

you must segment to read such as engineers, 

which is a word we are learning about in Science! 

It is such an amazing thing to hear these kiddos 

begin to read these in any area of their day! I 

am SO proud of all their hard work so far! 

We also did an exciting project in December 

where we each got to be the illustrator for our 

very own Alphabet book! It was so fun to see our 

hard work made into a hardback book! I know our 

families are excited to read their books that 

they ordered! 

If you see one of 

these students be 

sure to ask them 

what our class  

motto is this year! 

It has sure been 

fun to have this 

class of hard-

working and kind      

children! 

Continued from CV Elementary, Mrs. Shafer 

Preschool - Hayes Buettner; Kindergarten - Sophia       

Killinger and Irie Pena; 1st Grade - Taten McClure, Paige 

Malmstom, and Charlie Ryan; 2nd Grade - Mason         

Shoemaker and Kashlyn Samway; 3rd Grade - Mavdan Soto 

and Jaxon Stephens; 4th Grade - Haleigh Myers and Lydia 

Studley; 5th Grade – Kerry Luscomb, Tenley Perrott,    

William Pokorny, and Alandra Luby; 6th grade - Wyatt 

Rosander and Elsie Dexter 

Instilling pride; Inspiring others! 
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Mrs. Holly Perrott 

Instructor 
 

Central Valley Kindergarten has been a busy 

place.  Kindergarten students are currently    

digging into reading, math, writing, social studies, 

science, and so much more each day! 

Students are reading out of their reading books 

each day and becoming fluent readers.  To see 

the expression on their faces when they realize 

for the first time that they can read is         

wonderful!  Reading passages are anywhere from 

4-8 sentences daily. 

In math, students are learning more about 3D 

shapes, Geoboard designs, patterns, and basic 

addition/subtraction.  We try to come up with an 

equation for each day that we have been in 

school.  They are already planning out what their 

equations will be for the 100th day! 

In science, students are learning about force.  In 

this unit students take the role as an engineer 

and create their own pinball machine.  Students 

go step by step, adding more pieces to the      

machine daily.  They must figure out what makes 

the ball move, change direction, speed, etc.   

Students just completed their first writing    

assignment as well.  Kindergarteners wrote an 

opinion paper about "the best pet".  After      

creating graphic organizers with all of their 

great ideas and information, they then put them 

into 5-6 sentence stories.  Papers about dogs, 

parrots, cats, and unicorns are all displayed in 

the hallway for all to enjoy! 

Of course, we can't forget about all the messy 

fun.  Playdough, paint, water beads, shaving 

cream and much more have been a hit this year.  

Students have also enjoyed board games and are 

quite competitive.  The best is when you can beat 

the teacher in Old Maid! 
 

 

Mrs. Erika Klassen 

K-2 SpEd 
 

Do you find yourself asking your child how their 

school day was and they respond with, “good” or 

“fine?” Here are some alternative ways to ask 

your child about their school day.  

 

1. What was the best thing that happened at 

school today? (What was the worst thing 

that happened at school today?) 

2. Tell me something that made you laugh today. 

3. Tell me a weird word that you heard today. 

(Or something weird that someone said.) 

4. How did you help somebody today? 

5. How did somebody help you today? 

6. Tell me one thing that you learned today. 

7. When were you the happiest today? 

8. Where do you play the most at recess? 

9. Who is the funniest person in your class? 

Why is he/she so funny? 

 

Importance of Reading at Night:  

Let’s take a look at three students. Student A 

reads 20 minutes a day, Student B who reads 5 

minutes a day, and Student C reads 1 minute a 

day. Refer to the chart below for a visual (Nagy, 

Anderson & Herman, 1987). 
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K-2 Special Education continued: 

In one week: 

Student A: 100 minutes of reading 

Student B: 25 minutes of reading 

Student C: 5 minutes 

In one school year (9 months): 

Student A: 3,600 minutes of reading 

Student B: 900 minutes of reading 

Student C: 180 minutes of reading 

By the end of 6th grade: 

Student A: 21,600 minutes of reading 

Student B: 5,400 minutes of reading 

Student C: 1,080 minutes of reading 

Each school year, Student A has exposure to 

1,800,000 words. These students tend to score 

in the 90th percentile on standardized tests 

(Nagy & Herman, 1987). Student B has exposure 

to 282,000 words and these students tend to 

score in the 50th percentile on standardized 

tests (Nagy & Herman, 1987). Student C has  

exposure to 8,000 and scores in the 10th       

percentile on standardized tests (Nagy &      

Herman, 1987). 

 

Kathleen 

Kennedy  

Receives 

Recognition 
 

“On behalf of the Association for Career and 

Technical Education of Nebraska (ACTEN), we 

thank Kathleen Kennedy for her involvement in 

the association by serving on the board as the 

representative for the Nebraska Career         

Education Innovation Foundation for ACTEN.  

More importantly, we thank you for your support 

for Mrs. Kennedy in allowing her this opportunity 

to be a voice for Career and Technical Education 

in Nebraska. 

ACTEN is the professional association for career 

and technical educators in Nebraska.              

Established in 1946, ACTEN has some 360   

members across Nebraska including teachers, 

administrators, teacher educators, career   

counselors, teacher candidates, business       

partners and other professionals who support or   

advocate for career and technical education. 

ACTEN is a multi-discipline organization made up 

of career education professionals with a variety 

of backgrounds and specialties.  Ms. Kennedy is 

one of those individuals representing the        

interests of our Foundation, which provides 

scholarships for our students 

ACTEN is affiliated with the Association for  

Career and Technical Education, the national  

association for career and technical educators.” 

Letter to Mrs. Amy Malander, Superintendent received 
from Murleen Bellinger, ACTEN Executive Director 

Happy Valentine’s Day from Ms. 

Wood & the Entrepreneurship Class                                                 
 

With Valentine’s Day right around the corner, 

the Entrepreneurship students are operating a 

small business in which they will be making and 

selling candy bouquet’s.  Throughout the year, we 

have been learning about the pros and cons of 

operating a business, as well as taking on financial 

risks in the hopes of a profit. This business will 

allow the students to have hands-on experience 

with cost comparison, mark-up pricing, the       

creation of fliers, customer service, organization 

skills and much more.  

If you are interested in a candy bouquet order, 

please feel free to contact the Entrepreneurship 

class at 308-428-3145 from 8:00-8:51am or 

1:48-3:45pm. 
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CENTRAL VALLEY WELCOMES 

TWO STUDENT TEACHERS 

Two UNL college students with local 

ties to the area are completing their   student 

teaching at Central Valley Public School this 

semester before receiving their education de-

grees in the spring. Crystal Feik, a Spalding 

native, is pursuing a teaching degree in Family 

& Consumer Sciences. Tana Engel, whose moth-

er and stepfather live in Wolbach, is majoring 

in Agricultural Education and has a minor in 

International Ag and Natural          Resources.  

Feik graduated from Riverside High School in 

2017. She said her interest in teaching began 

back in middle school when her FCS teacher, 

who was also her FCCLA advisor, told her she 

thought she would make a really good teacher 

because of her enthusiasm toward all the    

activities they covered.  

Feik is not the only member of her family who 

is involved in education. She said her mother is 

the school nurse at Riverside, and her older 

brother is the 7-12 grade principal at      

Hampton. She also has two sisters-in-law who 

are teachers. This spring, she is installed in 

Kathleen Kennedy’s classroom where she has 

begun her student teaching duties. Feik said 

she enjoys working with Mrs. Kennedy, who she 

calls “an awesome teacher with an enormous 

store of knowledge.”  

Tana Engel is a 2017 graduate of High Plains 

Community High School in Polk, Nebraska. She, 

too, was inspired by a teacher who played a 

strong role in her decision to pursue a career 

in education. She said her high school Ag 

teacher was a great mentor and that, over the 

years, her passion for Ag teaching has grown. 

“I like the emphasis it places on life skills and 

the way it prepares students for their success 

and safety in the workplace.” Engel is         

completing her student teaching this semester 

with Ag instructors Leslie Dugan and Julia 

Wright who, she said, have been wonderfully 

flexible in allowing her to co-create lessons. 

Both Feik and Engel said they are fortunate to 

live at home with their parents while they   

student teach, and they look forward to      

enjoying a lot of positive experiences in the 

classrooms with the students throughout the 

Tana Engel and Crystal Feik 

Keep track of progress 

By staying on top of how your youngster 

does in school, you can support his achievements 

and nip any problems in the bud.  Try these   

strategies. 

• Go over papers.  Look at each graded       

assignment your child brings home.  This is an 

easy way to see what he’s doing well and what 

he needs to work on. 

• Use electronic tools.  If the school posts 

grades online, check them regularly. 

• Communicate with the teacher. Contact her 

if your youngster says a subject is difficult or 

brings home low grades.  You could ask about 

ways to help him. 



Speech Team 

Mrs. Karen Reynolds and Mrs. MaryAnn McQuillan 
 

Central Valley is excited to watch the following students participate in teams and in individual 

events as they develop their programs through our speech season.  The following students are 

competing: 

Freshman: Terran Shepherd and Natalie Poss (as back up) 

Sophomores:  Keean Benson, Cohen Grossart, Zandar Wolf, and Tanner Landers 

Juniors:  Dilynn Wood, Neleigh Poss, and Airalee Evans 

Seniors:  Gabriel Davis, Audrey Wood, Ashlyn Wright, Cayton Butcher, and Lexi Schaffert 

First Speech Meet was held Saturday, January 23 in Boone Central and stretch into March      

towards State Speech. 

 Saturday, Jan 30, 2021:  Ord Invitational 

 Saturday, Feb. 6, 2021:  Aurora Invitational   

 Friday, Feb. 12, 2021:  Lindsay Holy Family 

 Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021:  Burwell Invitational   

 Wednesday, February 24, 2021: Goldenrod Conference Speech meet  

 Thursday, March 4, 2021:  Home Show at Central Valley, 6:30 p.m. 

 Tuesday, March 9, DISTRICT Speech at Rosalie-Bancroft high School  (This will require one 

overnight) 

 Friday, March 19, 2021:  State Speech at Kearney High School  
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Speech Team’s first photo of the year!! 

Front row l-r: Dilynn Wood, Audrey Wood, Airalee Evans, Lexi Schaffert, Cayton Butcher 

Back row l-r: Gabriel Davis, Cohen Grossart, Neleigh Poss, Ashlyn Wright, Keean Benson, Tanner Sliva, Zandar Wolf 
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