Trenton, Florida

May 06, 2008

The Gilchrist County School Board met in Board Room 14-002 on Tuesday May 06, 2008 at 10:00 A.M. with the following members present:

Robert B. Clemons, Chair

Cloud E. Haley, Vice Chair
Lois A. Fletcher

Robert G. Rankin
K. Michelle Carter
Also present were James E. Vickers, Superintendent of Schools, and Sheree H. Lancaster, Gilchrist County School Board Attorney.


Upon completion of opening ceremonies, the following business was transacted:

AGENDA


The chairman amended the agenda for good cause.  The amendment consisted of the following:

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
9-C-1-c.
Patrick Sellers, Intern - Effective April 28, 2008
REMOVE FROM AGENDA
7-A-1. 

Case #08-035

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA
11.
Letters of Support for Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners

A.
Application for Florida Communities Trust Grant (Commitment for Sidewalk)

B.
Regional Collaborative Land Preservation Program 2008 Grant Applications to Florida Communities Trust 

12.
Amendment to High School Student Progression Plan

13.
Award HS Diploma Based on Statute 1003.03 (3)(c)(2)
Motion to approve the agenda as amended was made by Cloud Haley and seconded by Michelle Carter.  Vote was unanimous for approval.
MINUTES


Motion was made by Lois Fletcher and seconded by Robert Rankin to accept the minutes of the meeting held on April 15, 2008 with the second being added to the out of county student transfer application item.  Vote was unanimous for approval.

GE/UNITED

No report was given.

CITIZEN INPUT/DELEGATIONS

There were no delegations present wishing to address the Board.

OUT OF COUNTY STUDENT TRANSFER APPLICATION


Upon the recommendation of Superintendent James Vickers, Michelle Carter made a motion to approve the out of county student transfer application for a 7th grade student to Trenton Middle School from Levy County.  Cloud Haley seconded.  Board approval was unanimous.

REMOVAL OF ITEMS FROM CONSENT AGENDA
No items were removed from the Consent Agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA

Cloud Haley made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda that consisted of the following:

	9.
Consent Agenda - ALL ITEMS APPROVED EXCEPT AS INDICATED

A.
Financial



1.
Warrant Register




a.
Report Date:
04/15/08



2.
Budget Amendment #2

B.
Agreement/Amendment/Contract/Grant/Project/Change Order

1.
NEFEC Contract #725-08-FRI STI-007 to Provide Prepaid Stipends for Florida Reading Initiative Summer Reading Academy

2.
Tech Prep Agreements with Santa Fe Community College

a.
Dental Hygiene A.S./A.A.S., Dental Assisting Certificate – Dental Lab Assisting


b.
Cardiovascular Technology A.S./A.A.S, Nuclear Medicine A.S./A.A.S, Radiography A.S./A.A.S., Respiratory Care A.S/A.A.S, - Nursing Assistant

c.
Surgical Technology Certificate – Nursing Assistant

d.
Biotechnology Laboratory Technician A.S. – Nursing Assistant

e.
Building Construction Technology A.A.S. – Construction Technology 

3.
Florida 21st Century Community Learning Center 2008-2009 Request for Application

4.
2008-2009 Cooperative Agreement with Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic

C.
Personnel 
1.
Substitutes/Volunteers/Interns, Effective May 07, 2008 Unless Otherwise Indicated - (CONTINGENT UPON VERIFICATION OF QUALIFICATIONS/BACKGROUND REVIEW)



a.
Nancy Hawk, Substitute




b.
Donna Sullivan, Program Substitute




c.
Patrick Sellers, Intern – Effective April 28, 2008


2.
Additional Hours




a.
Trenton High School



3.
Employee Transfer

a.
Carl Loy, Teacher Aide from Trenton High School to Bell Elementary School 1/2 Teacher Aide Effective April 07, 2008

D.
Student Services 

1.
Out of County Student Transfer Application


a.
2nd Grade Student to Trenton Elementary School from Levy County
E.
Trips 





The motion was seconded by Robert Rankin.  Approval of the Board was unanimous.
LETTERS OF SUPPORT


Superintendent James Vickers presented information regarding requests from the Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners for letters of support.  Upon the recommendation of the superintendent, Cloud Haley made a motion to approve a letter of support for the County Commissioners’ Application for Florida Communities Trust Grant with a commitment from the school board to provide a sidewalk in front of the school.  Michelle Carter seconded the motion.  Approval of the Board was unanimous.


Lois Fletcher made a motion to approve a letter of support for the County Commissioners’ 2008 Grant Applications to Florida Communities Trust for Regional Collaborative Land Preservation Program.  Robert Rankin seconded.  Board approval was unanimous.

ST. LEO UNIVERSITY

Dr. James Surrency, Assistant Superintendent welcomed Chuck Oden from St. Leo University.  Information was provided regarding Gilchrist County’s newest educational facility.
The Board recessed to tour the St. Leo site.

INSTRUCTIONAL

Dr. James Surrency, Assistant Superintendent presented a request from Trenton High School Principal Lynette Langford to approve counting one course for two requirements for a Trenton High School senior.  Robert Rankin made a motion, which was seconded by Cloud Haley, to approve counting an ag foundations course as a science credit and as a practical arts credit for student #2100005678.  Vote of the Board was unanimous for approval.

REPORTS
Reports commenced.
INSTRUCTIONAL


Janet Bradley, Director of Secondary Education presented the 2008-2009 Courses and High School Registration Packets.  Michelle Carter made a motion to approve.  Cloud Haley seconded Ms. Carter’s motion.  Approval was unanimous.

Janet Bradley, Director of Secondary Education requested approval of an amendment to the High School Student Progression Plan which would permit a current student earning a GED to participate in the graduation ceremony if the student remains in good standing after passing the GED until the graduation ceremony.  Lois Fletcher made a motion to approve amending the High School Student Progression Plan.  Robert Rankin seconded the motion.  Board approval was unanimous.

Ms. Bradley then proposed another amendment to the High School Student Progression Plan allowing high school students to graduate as soon as they pass the Grade 10 FCAT and complete the courses required for high school graduation as permitted by Florida Statute.  Robert Rankin made a motion to approve the amendment.  Michelle Carter seconded.  Approval was unanimous.

A request to award a high school diploma to Santana Ward, a former Trenton High School student, who has earned the twenty-four (24) credits required by Florida Statute and who has passed the Grade 10 FCAT, was presented by Janet Bradley, Director of Secondary Education.  Cloud Haley made a motion, which was seconded by Michelle Carter, to approve awarding the diploma to Santana Ward.  Vote of the Board was unanimous.
AG ON THE MOON PROJECT


Students from Janice Beach’s science class presented their “Ag on the Moon” projects.   Presenters were:  Michael Abbott, Janie Beckleheimer, Jordan Beck, Vanessa Allen, Erin Jones, Quitney Kincaid, Tonie Meyer and Danielle Manos.  

Board member Lois Fletcher had to leave the meeting at 1:40 P.M.

CURRENT PROJECTS

David Spencer, Director of Operations updated the Board as to the status of current projects.  Mr. Spencer advised that copper levels are elevated in the drinking water at the Bell campuses.  Robert Rankin made a motion to approve Dave Symonds & Assoc., Inc. to check and administer water treatment for the copper levels in the drinking water system at the Bell schools.  Cloud Haley seconded.  Board approval was unanimous.


Director of Operations David Spencer then requested approval to obtain building code services through Larry Paterson, building official at NEFEC.  Cloud Haley made a motion to approve Mr. Spencer’s request.  Michelle Carter seconded.  Approval of the Board was unanimous.

SCHOOL BOARD POLICIES

School board policies were discussed.  Cloud Haley made a motion, which was seconded by Robert Rankin, to authorize advertising to adopt/amend/repeal or delete policies 3.061, 4.09/D, 6.211/D and 8.40.  Board approval was unanimous.
DISCIPLINARY REVIEWS
In closed session the Board conducted disciplinary reviews.

Student #2100004124 (Case #08-036) and the student’s parents attended the meeting.  After hearing testimony presented, and upon the recommendation of Superintendent James Vickers, Robert Rankin made a motion to expel Student #2100004124 for the remainder of 2007-2008; that the student may apply for admission at the Practical Careers Academy for the 2008-2009 school year; after successful completion of the PCA Program and at the conclusion of the 2008-2009 school year PCA administration may recommend that student be allowed to return to student’s home school site; that student shall be allowed to complete 5th grade work through a homebound teacher; to expel student from all public school buses in Gilchrist County for remainder of 07-08 and all of 08-09;  to ban student from campus and all school functions during the expulsion period except to attend the PCA during school hours; that student shall be transported to home school site or PCA site by student’s parent/guardian or approved, designed, non-student adult; if student exhibits behavior resulting in recommendation for suspension while attending PCA, student shall immediately be expelled from all Gilchrist County schools, including PCA for remainder of time specified in Order of Student Expulsion.  Michelle Carter seconded the motion.  Approval of the Board was unanimous.

Case #08-037:  Student #2100000887 and the student’s parents were present.  Testimony was presented.  Based upon the recommendation of Superintendent James Vickers, Robert Rankin made a motion to expel the student for the remainder of 2007-2008 and all of 2008-2009; that the student is banned from campus and all school functions during the expulsion period; and that the student forego all graduation activities;.  Michelle Carter seconded.  Discussion ensued.  Robert Rankin then amended his original motion to allow the student to apply to attend the Practical Careers Academy in order to complete his coursework; that the student be allowed on campus during school hours to attend the PCA; that student be transported to student’s home school site or the PCA site by bus, student’s parent/guardian or an approved, designated non-student adult; if student exhibits behavior resulting in recommendation for suspension from bus or school while enrolled at Practical Careers Academy, student shall immediately be expelled from all Gilchrist County Schools, including the Practical Careers Academy, for the remainder of time specified in the Order of Student Expulsion.  Michelle Carter seconded.  Approval of the Board to amend the motion was unanimous.  Vote of the Board was unanimous to approve the amended motion.

Student #2100003938 and the student’s father attended the hearing.  Upon the recommendation of the Practical Careers Academy administration and Superintendent James Vickers, Robert Rankin made a motion, which was seconded by Cloud Haley to readmit student #2100003938 (Case #08-030) to student’s home school site effective May 19, 2008 provided student successfully completes remainder of Practical Careers Academy program.  Unanimous approval was rendered by the Board.

SCHOOL NURSE DAY PROCLAMATION/RECOGNITION


On behalf of the School Board, Superintendent James Vickers and Assistant Superintendent James Surrency presented certificates to the school nurses and expressed appreciation for the services they render Gilchrist County students.  School nurses are:
Jennifer Driggers, RN

Susan Bongiovanni, LPN

Susie Caulk, Health Support Technician

Carmen Law, Health Support Technician

Sherrie Deen, Health Support Technician

Janna Wilson, Health Support Technician

Jeanie Phillips, Health Support Technician

Superintendent James Vickers read the Governor’s Proclamation observing May 07, 2008 as School Nurse Day. 

REPORTS
Reports continued.

RETIREMENT SOLUTIONS


Shannon Smith and Snuffy Smith with Smith Asset Management Company LLC addressed the Board regarding meeting with teachers and staff to present retirement options other than annuities.  Cloud Haley made a motion, which was seconded by Robert Rankin, to allow Smith Asset Management Company to present its options at the Gilchrist County Schools with the understanding that the School Board is not endorsing, supporting and/or promoting these options.  Unanimous approval was rendered by the Board.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the Board adjourned at 4:20 P.M.









______________________________









ROBERT B. CLEMONS








CHAIR OF THE BOARD
ATTEST:

_________________________________________

JAMES E. VICKERS, SUPERINTENDENT OF 
SCHOOLS AND SECRETARY TO THE BOARD  
