
 

Greetings  from Jason Dolliver 

Superintendent 

January 28, 2021 

Dear Parents, Students, and District Stakeholders, 

2020 is finally over! 2021 HAS to be better, doesn’t it?? Regardless, we are going to find out. I am definitely hop-

ing for the best. I wanted to take this opportunity to speak a little about student assessment. I know it is weird reading 

something about education rather than COVID-19. I am going to do it though, and I am extremely excited to speak about 

something educational! 

Assessment is something PPS has placed high on the priority list. That is because it is one way student learning, 

growth, and achievement can be measured. PPS teachers use assessment data to best meet the learning needs of stu-

dents. Assessment data are also used to guide curricular decisions. The utilization of assessment data is one of the many 

strategies implemented by PPS teachers to get the very, very best out of students. That practice has continued even as 

we have maneuvered through the pandemic. That said, the pandemic has created some issues and forced some changes. 

I will get to that soon. 

Assessment is also high on the priority list because it is one metric used to measure school performance. That is 

a fancy way of saying it is how schools are held accountable. I believe wholeheartedly that PPS is among the best schools 

out there. One way we can demonstrate that is by helping students do their absolute best when they are assessed. In 

the last decade, PPS students have performed extremely well academically, and that is something of which we should all 

be proud. We intend for that to continue, and we believe that will indeed be the case. 

I will now get to the point. In order to do that, I have to write a little about the pandemic. Like I said, the pan-

demic created some issues with assessment. As you all know very well, in-person education for the 2019-2020 school 

year concluded on March 17, 2020 for Pender Public Schools. One of the many things lost when that occurred was the 

State assessment process. In other words, NSCAS assessments, the assessments by which schools are measured and that 

measure student learning, growth, and achievement, were not administered by any school in Nebraska for the 2019-

2020 school year. This was significant for many reasons. Two of the reasons were already mentioned. School personnel, 

students, and their parents did not get helpful information about student learning, growth, and achievement. Along with 

that, PPS did not get information that helps the District continue down the path to success. While this is very disap-

pointing, I feel confident we were able to overcome this situation. We picked up the pieces in August, put our best foot 

forward, and started walking! That is what we do at PPS, and that is the case because we have amazing students, fami-

lies, staff members, and patrons! 

The NSCAS process for the 2020-2021 school year will occur, but it will be  modified. That is because education 

and learning have been drastically impacted by the pandemic. Moving forward with the pre-pandemic plan for NSCAS 

would likely lead to results that are less than desirable. I don’t think that would be the case for our school. PPS students, 

parents, and staff members worked extremely hard to minimize any potential negative impact the pandemic had in our 

little corner of the world. I think we all did an excellent job! I do not think that is the case for students across Nebraska, 

however, and the subsequent result is a modified NSCAS assessment process for 2020-2021. 
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The 2020-2021 NSCAS assessments will be administered on a “pilot” basis. Math and English Language Arts 

(ELA) assessments will be 35 questions in length, and students will have 60 minutes to complete each. The items in-

cluded will consist mostly of questions students are accustomed to seeing on NSCAS assessment. Included, however, 

will be several items designed to help refine NSCAS assessments in future years. While there are some negatives asso-

ciated with this concept, the end result will be an assessment process that is better for individual students in the years 

to come. That outweighs any potential negatives associated with the modified plan of attack. This year’s “pilot” as-

sessments will also be fully adaptive. Each student will start with a different level of questioning based on their perfor-

mance on Fall 2020 and Winter 2021 MAP assessments. As students respond to questions, each subsequent question 

will adjust. Questions will get more difficult when correct responses are entered, and vice versa. These changes are 

significant, but again, will lead to a better assessment process in future years. 

2020-2021 science assessments will be purely field tests. This was the plan for 2019-2020. Since those assess-

ments did not take place, they will take place this time around. New science standards were fully implemented in 

2019-2020. A field test is needed so an assessment can be created that can best determine student knowledge of the 

aforementioned standards. 

One of the most disappointing components of the 2020-2021 NSCAS assessment season is that the results will 

not be reported. Schools will get results, but the results are not designed for students, their parents, or statewide re-

porting. This is disappointing because it is one of the times our students get to shine academically. Even though that is 

the case, I encourage all students and their parents to prepare and give their absolute best effort. If we can, we will 

locally recognize student achievement. That is important, and we will make it happen if we can. That is why I urge stu-

dents to do their best. I know that will be the case, and I look forward to seeing what PPS students can do! 

I mention this because the NSCAS testing window is right around the corner (March 22 - April 30). We have a 

little time between now and then, so I would like to encourage all students to soak up everything they can between 

now and then. Even though the assessment process will be different, it is important for students to always put their 

best foot forward in all they do.  

As is always the case, anyone with questions, comments, or concerns is encouraged to contact me.  I can be 

reached via phone at (402) 385 - 3244 ext. 2310 or email at jadolli1@penderschools.org. I normally mention that I can 

also be contacted in person at the school, but visitors in the building will be extremely limited for now. Hopefully that 

changes very, very soon! 

I hope to see you all sometime very soon and GO PENDRAGONS!!! 

 

Dr. Jason Dolliver, Superintendent 



 

Greetings from Eric Miller 

High School Principal 

Hello Pendragons! I hope this letter finds you all in good spirits as we enter the last couple months of win-
ter. It is hard to believe but as we enter February and early March our Winter activity seasons will be wind-
ing down with Conference, District, and State competitions. Please make sure to view the activities calendar 
for all of these events going forward. Don’t hesitate to call with any questions as well.  
 

It is also hard to believe that we are coming up on a year of craziness in the educational world. I remember 
talking to the class of 2020 on March 17th, as we prepared to shut the school down for the beginning of the 
pandemic. Reflecting back over this year I can’t tell you how proud I am of all the students, teachers, and 
many staff members who have contributed to student success in this last year. I am so happy that I am  in 
Pender and that I have this group of kids and staff members to see every day.  
 

As we work towards the end of the 2021 school year I will begin to put together the schedule for the 2021-
2022. Looking towards August, we will say goodbye to 20 seniors and bring in a class of 40 seventh graders! 
I am working hard to put together the best possible schedule for all students to be successful and take the 
classes they wish in 21-22. As is the case, not all students will be able to take all the electives they want but 
we will continue to work to give them the best options possible. Mr. Nixon has been meeting with the stu-
dents to update their Personalized Learning Plans (PLP’s) and trying to pinpoint their best options for their 
future. We hope that we will have a rough schedule done for your child by Parent/Teacher conferences in 
March. 
 

Speaking of P/T conferences, they will take place on Tuesday, March 9, from 3:00-9:00PM. They are a little 
later than they have been the past few years but with the business of February, we thought this was best. 
All parents are invited to stop in and talk to teachers about any concerns or questions they may have re-
garding their child’s grades. Once again we will have a survey for parents to fill out during PT conferences. 
This information is vital to that administration and helps us to gather information and possibly make need-
ed changes to the district.  
  
Winter MAP testing will be finished up early this year, all by the end of January.  In the Secondary, Measure-
ments of Academic Progress (MAP) tests are taken in the fall and late winter. Teachers use these to help 
guide students in curriculum and to get them ready for our state’s NSCAS tests and the Pre-ACT and ACT in 
High School. This year, more than ever, we wanted to make sure that students didn’t fall behind in any es-
sential skills needed for success. The Pre-ACT will be given to the sophomore class in the spring as well as to 
the Freshman class. Our Juniors will take the ACT a little earlier this year with the test being administered in 
late March.  
 

As always, please make sure and check the school calendar for all other activities. There are a multitude of 
events coming up as your Pendragons participate in winter activities. I look forward to seeing you all out 
and about as the snow melts and we head towards our spring events.  
 

Take care and see you soon! 



 

Greetings from Kelly Ballinger 

Elementary Principal 



 

Seniors…make sure you complete the FAFSA process 
Getting financial aid for college involves more than completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). Complete each step of the process so that you don’t miss out on money for college. 

 
 1. If you haven’t already, complete your 2021-22 FAFSA at studentaid.gov using 2019 income tax data. 
Before you start, you and a parent must each create a Student Aid account. If you need help with your FAFSA, 
contact EducationQuest to set up a free virtual appointment. 

 2. Expect a Student Aid Report (SAR) via an email link. The SAR acknowledges that  your FAFSA was 
received and lets you know if you need to take further action before the form can be processed. 

 3. You might receive a verification notice from the college(s) you listed on your FAFSA requesting docu-
ments to verify your FAFSA information. The college will not process your financial aid until you provide required 
documents. 

 4.  Watch for financial aid award notifications. Once you’re accepted for admission to the colleges you 
listed on your FAFSA, they will notify you of the types and amounts of financial aid they’re offering. 

Watch your email and student portal carefully for important details from colleges about admission and financial aid. 

What you need to know about scholarships 

Most scholarships are based on academics, but others are based on community service, school involvement, or 
talent. Some are based on financial need as determined by the results of your FAFSA. 
Here’s where to look for scholarships: 

 1. ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org houses over 2,000 Nebraska-based scholarships. After 
you create a profile, you’ll be matched with scholarships that fit your criteria. You’ll also find links to national sites 
that EducationQuest recommends. 

 2. School counselor’s office. Visit regularly to check on local and national awards. 

 3. The college you plan to attend. Contact the school for a list of scholarships they provide and the ap-
plication procedures. 

 4. Other resources could include your coach, clubs and organizations, and your parents’ employers and 
civic organizations. 

Two easy-to-apply-for scholarships from EducationQuest 
Don’t miss out on these scholarships for Nebraska students in grades 9-12: 

•   Get Social Scholarship – By following EducationQuest on Facebook, Twitter and Insta gram, can enter into 

a drawing for a $500 scholarship each time we hit another 250 followers.  

Scavenger Hunt Scholarship – To apply for this scholarship, create a ScholarshipQuest profile at Education-
Quest.org and then scavenge around the EducationQuest website to find answers to questions on a survey. The 
deadline to apply is March 31. They will draw two winners from those who answer all questions correctly. 
 
Save the Date…Virtual College Fair is March 2-3 
EducationQuest will host a Virtual College Fair Tuesday, March 2 from 9:00 a.m.-noon and Wednesday, March 3 
from 5:00-8:00 p.m. During this event, you can chat with college  
representatives and watch live college-prep presentations. Watch for details! 
February “To Do” List 
Seniors: 

___If you haven’t already, complete the FAFSA. 
___Expect financial aid award notifications from the colleges you listed on your FAFSA. 
___Apply for scholarships. 
Juniors: 
___Start preparing for the ACT.  
___Register by February 12 for the March 13 SAT. 
___Register by March 12 for the April 17 ACT. 

  ___Statewide ACT Test scheduled for March 23 for Pender 11th Grade Students  



Breakfast Offered Daily 

Includes:  main, fruit and milk 

 

Lunch Offered Daily 

Includes:  main, 

fruit, vegetable, 

milk or juice 

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 

 

   February Lunch  

  Breakfast Lunch 

PreK  $1.85  $2.25 

K-6  $1.85  $2.50 

7-12  $1.85  $2.75 

Adults  $2.50  $4.00 

 

Extra Milk or Juice - $.45 

Extra Breakfast Main $.85   

Extra Breakfast Side - $.60 

Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.35   

Extra Lunch Side (does not include vegetables, fruits-  $.85 

 

1 

Mini French Toast 
Cheeseburger 
French Fries 
Veggie Blend 

Pears 

2 

Mini Bagel 
Taco Boat 

Spanish Rice 
Mandarin Oranges 

Cookie 

3 

Cereal 
Chicken & Noodles 

Peas 
Peaches 

4 
 

Pop Tart 
Saucy Sub 

California Blend 
Applesauce 

 
 

5 

Mini Donut  
Grilled Cheese 

Tri Taters 
Corn 

Pineapple 

8 
Mini Pancakes 
Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 
Fruit Cocktail 
Garlic Bread 

9 
Breakfast Burrito 

Tavern 
Macaroni Salad 

Green Beans 
Pears 

10 

Biscuit/Sausage 

Turkey Club 
Chips 

Veggie Blend 
Mandarin Oranges 

11 

Apple Frudel 
Cheeseburger 
French Fries 
Veggie Blend 

Pears 

12 
Mini Waffle 

Chicken Strips 
Cheesy Potatoes 

Peas 
Applesauce 

15 
Cinni Minis 
Spaghetti 

Carrots/Ranch 
Pineapple 
Breadstick 

16 

Mini French Toast 
Hot Ham & Cheese 

Chips 
Broccoli 

Fruit Cocktail 

17 

Mini Bagel 
Crispito 

Spanish Rice 
Pears 

18 

Cereal 
Chicken Fried Steak 
Mashed Potatoes 

Corn 
Mandarin Oranges 

19 

NO 
SCHOOL 

22 
Pop Tart 

Chicken Patty 
Tater Tots 

California Blend 
Peaches 

23 
Mini Donut 

BBQ Rib 
Cheesy Potatoes 

Peas 
Applesauce 

24 

Mini Pancakes 
Pizza Crunchers 

Green Beans 
Pineapple 

Rice Krispy Bar 

25 

Breakfast Burrito 
Corn Dog 

Macaroni & Cheese 
Veggie Blend 
Fruit Cocktail 

26 

Biscuits/Sausage 
Fish Sticks 

Cheesy Hashbrowns 
Broccoli 

Pears 

     



March Lunch  

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 

1 

Apple Frudel 
Cheeseburger 
French Fries 

Corn 
Mandarin Oranges  

2 

Mini Waffle 
Taco Boat 

Spanish Rice 
Peaches 
Cookie 

3 

Cinni Mini 
Hot Dog 

Chips 
Baked Beans 
Applesauce 

4 
Mini French Toast 

Saucy Sub 
California Blend 

Pineapple 

5 

NO 

SCHOOL 
 

8 
Mini Bagel 

Grilled Cheese 
Tri Tater 

Green Beans 
Fruit Cocktail 

9 
Cereal 

Chicken Alfredo 
Broccoli 

Pears 
Breadstick 

10 

Pop Tart 
Goulash 

Peas 
Mandarin Oranges 

11 

Mini Donut 
Tavern 

Macaroni Salad 
Veggie Blend 

12 
NO  

SCHOOL 

15 
Mini Pancakes 

Taco 
Spanish Rice 
Applesauce 

Brownie 

16 

Breakfast Burrito 
Chicken Strips 

Cheesy Potatoes 
Corn 

Pineapple 
 

17 

Biscuit/Sausage 
Grilled Cheese 

Chips 
California Blend 

Fruit Cocktail 

18 

Apple Frudel 
Spaghetti 

Carrots/Ranch 
Pears 

Garlic Bread 

19 

Mini Waffle 
Cheese Pizza 
Green Beans 

Mandarin Oranges 
Cookie 

22 
Cinni Mini 

Crispito 
Spanish Rice 

Peaches 

23 
Mini French Toast 

Chicken Fried Steak 
Mashed Potatoes 

Green Beans 
Applesauce 

24 

Mini Bagel 
Chicken & Noodles 

Peas 
Pineapple 

25 
Cereal 

BBQ Rib 
Cheesy Hashbrowns 

Broccoli 
Fruit Cocktail 

26 
Pop Tart 

Pizza Crunchers 
Peas 
Pears 

Rice Krispy Bar 

29 
Mini Donut 

Chicken Patty 
Tater Tots 

Veggie Blend 
Mandarin Oranges 

30 
Mini Pancakes 

Corn Dog 
Macaroni & Cheese 

Corn 
Peaches 

31 
Breakfast Burrito 

Hot Ham & Cheese 
Chips 

California Blend 
Applesauce 

  

Breakfast Offered Daily 

Includes:  main, fruit and milk 

 

Lunch Offered Daily 

Includes:  main, fruit, vegetable, milk or juice 
 

  Breakfast Lunch 

PreK  $1.85  $2.25 

K-6  $1.85  $2.50 

7-12  $1.85  $2.75 

Adults  $2.50  $4.00 

 

Extra Milk or Juice - $.45 

Extra Breakfast Main $.85   

Extra Breakfast Side - $.60 

Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.35   

Extra Lunch Side (does not include vegetables, fruits-  $.85 

 



Pender Public Schools 

609 Whitney 
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How to Contact Us 
District Office 
402-385-3244 
On the Web at 

www.penderschools.org 
On Facebook 

Pender Public Schools 
On Twitter 

@pendragonupdate 
 
 

 
Save your Cubby’s receipts and turn them into the school 

office.  Cubby’s will donate 2% of the total receipts we  

collect back to Pender Public School. 


