
 

January 29, 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Community Members: 

 

Covid-19 remains at the forefront of our minds as we continue to manage how best to deliver 

instruction to our students. With a recent warning from the state epidemiologist that Connecticut 

could be affected by two new coronavirus variants of the disease in March, I wanted to take the 

time to update you on how decisions are made in terms of transitioning between our hybrid 

learning and our remote learning models.  

 

We have tried to remain within the original framework of the Woodstock Public Schools Covid-

19 reopening plan we submitted to the Connecticut State Department of Education prior to the 

start of the school year; however, along the way, the state has made changes to its guidelines, 

which has required us to make adjustments to our original plan. This letter is meant to provide 

you with some background on those adjustments and on how our decisions have been and will be 

made, if needed, in the future. (Informational resources referenced in this letter can be found at 

the end of the message.) 

 

WPS follows the guidelines set forth in CSDE’s Leading and Secondary Indicators of COVID-

19 Infection Levels in Communities for Consideration of Learning Models for School Reopening 

in Connecticut. In brief, we use several key metrics in our decision-making process when 

determining whether to transition between the hybrid and remote learning models. These 

include: 

 

• The most current COVID-19 data available to us including: 

o The average daily rate of COVID-19 cases in Woodstock 

o The average daily rate of COVID-19 cases in Windham County 

o The average daily positivity rate reported by Day Kimball Hospital 

o The average daily positivity rate for Windham County 

• Reported cases and quarantines within our school community: 

o Cases and quarantines for WPS students 

o Cases and quarantines for WPS staff 

• Our ability to provide adequate staffing levels to keep our schools operating safely. 

 

According to these guidelines, the main factor in our decision making should be the number of 

new cases in the community. Currently, the rates in Woodstock and all of Windham County are 

much higher than the state’s threshold of more than 25 positive cases per 100,000 and place us in 

the category of providing “less in-person learning” (remote learning model). The guidelines also 

have us look at secondary factors, including the direction and speed of changes in rates in our area. 

We try to balance all of this information with our ability to keep classrooms staffed and open. 

Since early December, these factors have resulted in us teetering between hybrid and fully remote 

instruction. Because we recognize the education and social-emotional value of having students in 

the classrooms, we have tried to maintain our hybrid model as much as staffing has allowed. When 



we made the decision to return to hybrid model this week (despite the currently high case numbers 

in Woodstock), we used the most recent information from the state and local health officials that 

shows that cases are on a downward trend as well as our current ability to staff the schools.  

Unfortunately, the back and forth between learning models can be disruptive and makes it difficult 

for families to plan for work and childcare coverage. While we strive to provide families and staff 

with as much notice as possible of a change in learning models, sometimes advance notice is not 

possible. If we must make an abrupt change we will tell you as soon as possible and provide as 

much detail as we can; however, we cannot violate federal privacy law and provide any 

information that could purposefully or inadvertently identify an individual with a positive case.  

 

In the past week, some area school districts have opted to switch to remote learning for either their 

entire district (Brooklyn), by school (Thompson, Killingly, Putnam), or by grade (Pomfret). At 

this moment, Woodstock Elementary and Middle Schools will remain in the hybrid learning 

model; however, we strongly encourage you to have a plan in place for if we must switch back to 

remote learning on short notice.  

 

At our most recent Board of Education meeting, some asked questions about staff training on social 

distancing and appropriate use of face coverings. All WPS have been trained on the appropriate 

safety precautions, which are reinforced within the school buildings and on school grounds, as 

have our students. That being said, there remains a risk for transmission despite precautions taken. 

For this reason, we follow Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidance, in addition to 

sharing close contact details with our local health officials as they apply to specifics details of our 

reopening plan.  

 

Regardless of the learning model we use, meals will continue to be distributed at Woodstock 

Middle School every Wednesday from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. or Thursday from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 

 

As a reminder, COVID-19 is spread mainly via person-to-person contact through contaminated air 

droplets from coughing and sneezing by an infected person. As with controlling the spread of other 

viruses, we urge everyone to discuss the following preventive measures with your children and 

family members:  

 

• Wash your hands frequently, but especially after using the restroom and before preparing 

or consuming food. Using soap and hot water, wash for about 20 seconds. Be sure to also 

wash your fingertips. When soap and water are not available, use hand sanitizer. 

• Avoid coughing or sneezing into your hands or in the air. Always try to cough or sneeze 

into a tissue, then throw the tissue away. If you don’t have a tissue, cough/sneeze inside 

the elbow of your arm. 

• As much as you can, avoid touching your eyes, mouth, and nose. 

• Wear a face covering (mask) whenever there is a likelihood that you or your family 

members will be in the presence of others. 

• Maintain social distancing (at least 6 feet) between yourself and others when outside of 

your home. 

 

Below is the list of COVID-19 symptoms for which everyone should monitor in their family 



members: 

❑ Fever (100.4° Fahrenheit or higher) 

❑ Chills or shaking chills 

❑ Uncontrolled new cough (not due to other known cause, such as chronic cough) 

❑ Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath 

❑ New loss of taste or smell 

 

For additional information on COVID-19 symptoms, please see: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html 

Staff and students exhibiting any of the above symptoms, or feeling ill, should call their medical 

provider to report their symptoms and ask about testing prior to seeking in-person care at a clinic, 

physician’s office, or hospital. 

 

For more information on what to do if you or a family member has possible symptoms, a diagnosis, 

or exposure to COVID-19, please see: 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Addendum-5-Interim-Guidance-for-Responding-

to-COVID-19-Scenarios-in-CT-School-Districts.pdf 

 

We continue to closely monitor our school community and do our best to keep our buildings and 

classrooms open to our students and staff.  If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

me. 

 

Stay Safe, 

 

Viktor Toth, 

 

Superintendent 

Woodstock Public Schools 
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INFORMATION RESOURCES: 

CT Data: https://data.ct.gov/Health-and-Human-Services/COVID-19-case-rate-per-100-000-

population-and-perc/hree-nys2  

CSDE Addendum 4: Updated Guidance for Decision-Making Regarding the Use of In-Person, 

Hybrid (Blended), or Remote Learning Models in Connecticut Schools during COVID-19 

CSDE Supporting Student Participation: 

http://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/Supporting%20Student%20Participation%20in%202020-

21.html 
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