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2020 Recap: Our Crazy Year meome e sas

The year 2020 will go down in history as one wild ride. Alexander students and teachers went on Spring Break in March, and
never returned to the building until August. Distance learning became the norm across the country, and terms like “Zoom,”
and “social distancing” became a part of everyone’s vocabulary. Here’s a rundown of our crazy year. Everything began in
December of 2019.

° December 20189: 1st case of a novel Corona-
° Jan 30, 2020 : The WHO declares the COVID-19
virus, called COVID-19, is reported to the
P outbreak a global health emergency.
World Health Organization (WHO) from
Wouhan, China. J

" April 2, 2020: Spain surpasses ‘ (

March 6, 2020: 21 passengers on

10,000 deaths as its COVID-19
crisis worsens.

California cruise ship test positive for
COVID-19. ° February 6, 2020 : 1st American death

due to COVID-19 in California.

® April 17, 2020: 50% increase in °
COVID cases in Wuhan, China.

March 13, 2020: Trump declares
COVID-19 a national health emergen-

® April 20, 2020: Oil futures &2

plummet to negative numbers
for the first time since trading
began in 1983.

March 25, 2020: North Dakota school
buildings close.

\_
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May 26, 2020: Protests over the death of

S George Floyd start all over the country, in June 1-7, 2020: BLM protests continue.

[ ]
association with the Black Lives Matter (BLM) °
movement.
[ ]
N

° September 23, 2020: U.S.
death toll surpasses 200,000.

June 10, 2020: 12-state COVID increase.

June 24, 2020 : total number of COVID-19 cases: 2.5 million.

[ ] .
®  September 29, 2020: Trump Al.‘gu.s o i s o 5.60 ®  July6,2020: CNN reports
i Biders 1at debate: :axllc.!fﬁres. burn 1 million acres in a'suspectadicass of the |
fiornia, Bubonic Plague.
® October 2, 2020: Trump tests positive|
for COVID. ® November 3, 2020: U.S. Election day.
° October 16, 2020: U.S. COVID cases ® November 8, 2020: Scientists announce that
surpass 8 million. the new COVID vaccine stops 90% of cases.

\

° December 9, 2020: Trump continues to seek vote recounts, but no results were

overturned.

December 14,2020: 1st COVID vaccine administered in the U.S.

December 20, 2020: international death toll reaches 1.69 million.
December 21, 2020: U.S. surpasses 18 million COVID cases and 319,000 deaths.

December 29, 2020: U.S. reports 1st case of new strain of COVID .
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Salf Spotlight

One person we all love
seeing throughout the day
is Ms. Becky Elliot. She is
originally from Arnegard,
ND but has been working
in Alexander for 6

years. Before Alexander,
Ms. Elliot worked at her mom'’s restau-
rant and with Food Services of Ameri-
ca. She chose to stick with her family’s
business in the food industry. A few
years ago while Maggie Murphy was still
our cook, Ms. Elliot actually cooked with
her. So when Becky needed a new job,
she knew she would like it here.

Mrs. Thorgramson is an
aide who helps teach the
1st grade. Mrs. Thor-
gramson is originally
from Watford City and

»‘ she has been here her
whole life. She moved to Alexander and
working in a school is a great oppor-
tunity for her. She likes to teach kids
because she likes to help them learn.
Mrs. Thorgramson worked at the cafe
in town before she became a math
aide. Mrs. Thorgramson is hoping to
help her kids learn both socially and
emotionally.

Artist of the Month ...

Blue Poles

COMET NEWS

Jackson Pollock was born on
January 28, 1912 in Cody, Wy-
oming. As a kid, Pollock was
considered the artist of the
family, and that never seemed
to change for him. Once Pollock
was older, he studied under
Thomas Hart Senton for a while
before Pollock’s path led him to
discover abstract expression-
ism. The artist took paint and
splattered or poured it on to the
canvases, which commonly
expressed (his) emotions.
During the Great Depression
era, Pollock found work in Pres-
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt's

Answers from Eeyore ...

“If you could get rid of any body part, what would it be?”

Works of Art Project

(PWAP.) Even though Pollock
had plenty of work to keep him
occupied, he still had an issue
with drinking. Despite his prob-
lems, he still tried to make time
for his art, especially after being
inspired by Picasso. Pollock’s
most famous paintings started
to appear around 1947-1950.
Yet, by 1956, Pollock gave up
art. He passed away on August
11, 1956 due to a car accident.*

*biography.com

My brai, so [ don t have to thirk about how sad ny e ic.

“What inedible thing would you eat if you could?”

The She
Wolf

—Sunshire, 50 [ coulll fivally Know what /¢ feele e to bo happy on the insiit,

“What celebrity would you like to meet?”

—/ve aﬂmz/y lpoked 4 lo ¢f«/¢/ Cat, so [ would /a/'wé ki,

Autumn
Rhythm
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Life On the Ranch i

A day on the ranch could only be described as constantly changing. It's nev-
er the same. One day you might fix fence or water drinkers, or you might need to
move cows. Unless of course, it happens to be calving and harvest season. Calving
season is different for every farmer or rancher. During calving season you'll need to
check on the cows constantly to make sure there are no problems and everyone's
healthy. Farmers and ranchers have to feed the cows, and put straw down for them
to calve on. After calving is brandings. Neighbors come together to help brand and
move cows for each other.

Haying is next. Some days you swath, while other days you rake or bale.
First you swath, then rake, and finally you bale. After you finish baling, you have to
| bunch all the hay bales and haul them to the buyers, or move them into the hay yard.
Once haying is done, then it is harvest time. Some days you drive the combine or a

_——— = truck, and empty grain in the grain bins. Then, it's getting everything ready for winter,
and, it starts all over again. It may be a busy life, but we wouldn’t have it any other way.

Mrs. Heubner, pre-
viously Miss Quale,
is the current K-12
Special Education
Teacher at Alexan-
Jami Hudson, der Public School. Before
one of the front working at Alexander, she was
office ladies, has employed at Watford City Ele-
been working mentary School as a 3rd grade
here for over 8 teacher. Watford is also where
she is originally from. Mrs.
Heubner cites 2 reasons for
switching to Alexander. She
liked the idea of a smaller at-

This month we are
featuring our own
Mrs. Faller. Mrs.
Faller started out
working for the Great

Northwestern Educa- .
tion Consortium in years. Before she began working

Williston, ND. She chose to move to ~ here in Alexander, she worked at
Alexander because it was near her TransSystems for 13 years. She is
home and she wanted to get back in  originally from Williston, and lives on

a school when Alexander had posi-  her husband's family farm between mosphere. Alexander is not
tions open. She chose her job be- Williston and Alexander. She chose nearly as b}g as Watford. She
cause e i lo WO MIP KGS 1o come 0 Aloxander because she Was also gen fhe chance (o

really likes working with computers, get her Masters in Special Equ-
lo help tem beceme better pac- num)t/)ers " ego e Herr) &b cation if she made the transfer.
ple. Mrs. Faller was born in Texas ) people. Yy

This is her 5th year with Alex-
ander School. Mrs. Huebner
enjoys being around children,

but grew up in the Arnegard area. goals currently are getting some
She graduated from  Watford cows and chickens for her farm.

City. She has been living here for

the past 9 years. Her goals for the and teaching them new things.
future include having good communi- This year, she plans to set new
cation with her staff and students and goals and standards for her |
creating great opportunities for kids students. She is hoping to see
to learn in multiple ways and with a continuous improvement in her
variety of different platforms and con- students academic ability and

tent. in their grades.
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“When my brothers and |
were younger, we volun-
teered to clean out our old
granary. Upon finishing, we
realized we had a com-
pletely bare cement floor at
our disposal, along with a
broom and a basket-
ball. The game monkey-
broomsketball was soon
invented. The object of the
game is similar to “monkey
in the middle,” except the
monkey has a broom to

whack the ball out of the air
in an attempt to gain posses-
sion. The game continues until the
broom breaks. You then avoid your
mother until she forgets the broom
ever existed.”—-Arena Oian

RandOmS With the Fam: Arena Oian and Santos Riggs

“I have always had a problem with
making noise. Whether I'm tapping
repetitively, or humming a song, it
has always annoyed my sister. Al-
most every time she hears me mak-
ing noise, she will tap, or hum a tune
that makes a beat. Eventually, we
bust out into a whole acapella perfor-
mance, performing a full concert for
absolutely no one. It actually sounds
good, too.—Santos Riggs

Fun Fact:

*todayslifeonline.com

COMET NEWS

“The first New Year’s celebration dates back
4,000 years. Julius Caesar, the emperor of
Rome, declared January 1 a national holiday.™

Art Corner: Corona takes on Classic Art s
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book vs. Movie: A Wrinkle In Time ...

Disney’'s A Wrinkle in Time is... let’s just say...bad. Especially if you enjoyed Madeleine L’Engle’s novel.
I didn’t care for this movie adaptation; neither did anyone else, according to the reviews. According to
Rotten Tomatoes, this movie had an average of 42% of rotten reviews and 26% audience score. Numer-
ous book lovers noticed the many differences between the movie and book. One of the biggest differ-
ences is Mrs. Whatsit’s (an important character in the book) transformation scene. Spoiler alert: she is
not supposed to be a piece of flying lettuce! Mrs. Whatsit is really supposed to be is a Centaur-like crea-
ture with wings for arms, according to the story. There are multiple other differences between the two,
far too numerous to list, but the movie’s tendency to wander from the novel’s plot makes it a frustratlng
experience for true fans.
*rottentomatoes.com

*cosmopolitan.com /

SOCKS NEEDED!

The Alexander FCCLA Group would like your donations of fresh, clean, new socks!

SOCKS ARE THE #1 NEED FOR HOMELESS
SHELTERS AND ABUSE CENTERS

Bring in a new pair of sock to the FCCLA Leaders in the commons area from
January 28-February 11 for a sweet reward!

Our goal is to collect 100 Pairs of SOCKS by February 11. We will collect
them at the basketball games, as well!

Recipe Corner wuwuw  CHOCOLATE DROP COOKIES

Cookies: Frosting: Mix all cookie ingredients and drop by
tablespoons onto a greased baking

2 cups brown sugar 1/2 cup butter sheet. Bake 8 minutes.

| cup butter 3Tbs. cocoa powder Frost the cookies while warm.

2 eggs 1/4 cup milk

8 Tbs. cocoa powder To make the frosting:

. 3 1/2 cups powdered sugar Mix together ¥ cup of butter, 3 Tbs. co-

1 cup.s.our mllk (1 tablespoon of vinegar 1 tSp. vanilla coa powder and a V4 cup of milk. BOil,

‘i’ l:g"”g:]:i“;adds“;g: keI then remove from heat and add 3 % cups
p- g powdered sugar and 1 tsp. vanilla.

3 cups flour Enjoy.

1 tsp. vanilla
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Sports Update ...

The Comet and
Comet-Crusaders  bas-
ketball seasons are well-
underway. As of January
25, the Comet Crusaders
overall record is 4-8. The
Comet varsity boys’ bas-
ketball team is 0-7.

Going into this
week, the girls fell to de-
feat against the Powers
Lake Ranchers on Mon-
day and the boys played
against the Trinity Chris-
tian Crusaders boy’s bas-
ketball team. The Com-
ets were unfortunately

not able to pull off the
‘W.” They also played
against the Stanley Blue
Jays on January 22. That
game resulted in another
loss. The Comet-
Crusaders matched up
with the Ranchers again
on January 25 and faced
the Parshall Braves the
following day. Both of
those game resulted in a
loss. The boys lost to
Divide County on Janu-
ary 25 and will have a
home game against Par-

shall on the 28 of Janu-
ary.

The girls will be
traveling to  Williston
State College for their
district games beginning
on February 11-13. The
boys will host the district
tournament at the Rough
Rider Center beginning
on February 26. The
tournament  will  run
through March 1.

oot c

Given the option, would you take the COVID-19 vaccine?

Yes

7

Note: made up of only

juniors and seniors

COMET NEWS

44
WINNER!

Favorite Weird Food Combos

Macaroni and cheese onw peanut-buttered bread

Hambwrger hotdish with- M & My
Ketchup on potato-chipy
Mayonnaise o pancakes
Chocolate and avocado-

Grilled cheese dipped in hot chocolate
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Countryman, Keely Christine 12th 4.0
Dwyer, Tianna Ruth 12th 4.0
LeBrun, Drew Robert 12th 4.0

Modine, Bradyn Richard 12th 4.0
Schooley, Breanna Lee 12th 4.0
Turnquist, Corynna Pearl 12th 4.0
Yancey, Brieanna Mae 12th 4.0
Cross, Renee Patricia 11th 4.0
Ybarra, Tayla Domane 11th 4.0
Turnquist, Samantha Lee 10th 4.0
Wehrman, Keaton Lee 9th 4.0
Edmunson, Xavier Nathan 8th 4.0
Torres, Miya Denise 8th 4.0
Albright, Zechariah Larry 12th 3.6
Johnson, Kaileigh Lorraine Lynn 12th 3.0
Murphy, Danielle Rose 12th 3.57
Riggs, Samantha Arlene 12th 3.20
Sims, Alex Olivia 12th 3.71
White, Julianna Snow 12th 3.57
Beall, Zoe Evelyn 11th 3.50
Collins, Austin James 11th 3.57
Cote, Christina Marie 11th 3.29
Dybas Meadowlynn Marie 11th 3.17
Dybas MercedesAnn Claire 11th 3.0
Oian, Arena Jo 11th 3.86
Overturf, Thomas Noel 11th 3.71
Rider, Lane Michael 11th 3.43
Countryman, Talon Christopher 10th 3.75
Hanig, Hunter Charles 10 3.14
Hollingsworth, Cadence Nicole 10th 3.0
Johnson, Payge Alyiah Helene 10th 3.71
LaDue, Hayden Thomas 10th 3.57
Mitchell, Ethan D. 10th 3.57

Powell, Presley Jean 10th 3.86

Rosco, Colbie TR 10th 3.57
Rykhus, Cayle Marie 10th 3.29
Wasik, Savannah Elyce 10th 3.29
Brown, Elijah Starling 9th 3.0
Collins, Makayla Rose Lynn 9th 3.14
Heen, Maxwell Lawrence 9th 3.71
Kline, Isaac Murray 9th 3.57
Modine, Jaelyn Crystal 9th 3.86
O’Dell, Brycin 9th 3.0
Pingel, Michael Ryan 9th 3.86
Rider, Beau Daniel 9th 3.43
Beall, Austin Travis 8th 3.14
Cloud, Kirsten Alexis 8th 3.14
Countryman, Sarah Elizabeth 8th 3.50
Cross, Shane Michael 8th 3.29
Delaney, Paige Marie 8th 3.86
Hernandez, Jordan Isaac 8th 3.0
Iverson, Paiten Marie 8th 3.43
Suko, McKenzie Marie 8th 3.29
Buford, Andrew Johnathan 7th 3.13
Countryman, Ariel Rayne 7th 3.0
Hanna, Lohgan L. 7th 3.38
Heen, William E. 7th 3.50
Hokenson, Teija Marie 7th 3.50
Johnson, Irelynn Kay Aliece 7th 3.0
Kline, Matthew Anton 7th 3.75
McLinden, Kimberly Lynn 7th 3.50
Mitchell, Judah N. 7th 3.63
Powell, Lainey June 7th 3.75
Rider, Garrett William 7th 3.50
Schriner, Christopher James 7th 3.13
Soiseth, Porter Ray 7th 3.13

Werkmeister, Christian Avery 7th 3.38
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