
   

Ayres Primary 

Elementary School 
Parent-Student Handbook 

Building relationships that form  

foundations for lifelong learning.  

At Ayres Primary Elementary School we: 

 Provide community and family partnerships 

 Embrace the whole child 

 Provide a dynamic learning community 

 Cultivate each child’s full potential       

 Build character within each child 

 Strive for academic excellence 

 Prepare children for a global citizenship 

  Ayres’ first bell is at 7:55 a.m. – our tardy bell rings at 8:00 a.m. 

  Children should not arrive to their classroom door until 7:35 a.m.   

  Breakfast is provided in the classroom at 7:35 a.m. 

  Kindergarten dismissal is at 3:20 p.m. 

  1st & 2nd grade dismissal is at 3:25 p.m. 
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The purpose of this handbook is to provide information regarding Ayres Primary Elementary School’s philosophy, mis-
sion, expectations, as well as our school's rules and procedures.   RE-1 Valley School District policies and regulations 
(including but not limited to those in the District's Student Rights & Code of Conduct booklet) also apply at Ayres and 
are controlling over our rules and procedures if there is any inconsistency or conflict. Although this handbook may 
reference certain District policies and regulations, the actual language of the referenced policies and regulations is 
controlling over the language in this handbook. 

Table of Contents 
              Page 

 A Message from the Principal ................................................. 3 

 Ayres Mission &  V i s i o n  Statements .................................. 3 

 Curriculum & Instruction .................................................. 4-6 

 Family & School Special Events ............................................. 7 

 Ayres’ Basic School Rules ......................................................... 8 

 General School Guidelines ........................................................ 9 

 Cafeteria Information ............................................................... 9 

 PBIS & Ayres’s ROAR Expectations ..................................... 10-12 

 Playground & Recess Expectations .................................... 13-14 

 Administrative Procedures & Consequences ..................... 15-16 

 When a Student is Everybody’s Student ................................. 17 

 Student Attendance ................................................................ 19 

 Student Dress & Lost and Found ......................................... 20 

 Communication................................................................... 21 



 3 

 A Message From The Principal   
 

 

 

Dear Families: 

 
Welcome to Ayres Primary Elementary School! We are excited that your children are here with us 
learning, growing, inspir ing,  and reaching new heights every day.  At Ayres we embrace the whole 
child in a safe, inspiring, and nurturing  environment where we pride ourselves on small class sizes 
which help us focus on each individual student.  
 
We are a dynamic learning community cultivating each child’s full potential through character building, 
academic excellence, and community and family partnerships.   Our goal is to prepare all children to be-
come global citizens of the 21st century.   
 
Through our vision, mission, and core values, we build a culture that embraces the dignity of each person, 
so all may contribute their verses of greatness for the entire educational community. Our core values are 
respect, responsibility, and safety. We honor every child that walks through our doors and look forward 
to seeing them every day. 
 
Thank you for being a part of the Ayres Elementary school community.   We are glad that you are here 
with us! 

Mr. Joseph Skerjanec 

Principal 

Ayres Primary Elementary School 

Mission Statement: 

Our mission is to create a safe, friendly, and consistent environ-

ment where all students become 21st Century learners.  As   

highly-effective teachers, we will foster academic excellence 

through a rigorous curriculum that is supported by research-

based best practices to include academic, social, and emotional 

learning.  

Vision Statement: 

We aspire to create a positive relationship with parents and stu-

dents that will build a foundation that supports the whole child 

to be an independent and successful learner across all environ-

ments throughout the 21st Century.  
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Much of the literacy support we receive at Ayres is a result of the Early Literacy Grant that was awarded to 

our district.  A state-funded Early Literacy Grant provides: 

 A nationally recognized Literacy Consultant who impacted the work of coaches, interventionists, and 

teachers. 

 An Instructional Coach who assists teachers on a daily basis to guarantee literacy growth for EACH stu-

dent. 

 Interventionists who instruct identified students in small groups to reinforce and supplement large 

group instruction. 

 Summer School - three weeks of intensive reading instruction on the students’ instructional level to 

build foundational skills and enthusiasm for reading - a great place for kids of all abilities. 

 State of the art assessment tools that measure success and target student need. 

 Ongoing, job-embedded staff development. 

A win-win environment  

for all Ayres students!! 

 

 

 

Curriculum & Instruction: 
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Children are born with a love of learning. When we give them 
high-quality books that intrigue and challenge, we empower 
them to pursue their natural curiosity and discover their inter-
ests. 

As students build a strong foundation in reading, writing, lis-
tening, and speaking skills, they develop a confidence in them-
selves that ensures lifelong learners emerge. 

HMH Into Reading™ is differentiated by design to offer a balanced approach to literacy instruction, support teachers 

in developing a culture of learning and growth, and help all learners believe in the power of "I can." 

 

HMH Into Reading is more than a program—it is a vision to grow the next generation of learners  

and it starts with you! 

 

From inspiring learners to supporting educators, HMH Into Reading was built to address the needs of our entire 

learning community to facilitate outcomes that elevate students, our school, and our community. 

 

 

 

At Ayres, we are fortunate to implement the Every Child A Writer 

(ECAW) writing program.  ECAW is a K-6 comprehensive program of 

instruction and assessment designed to ensure student mastery of the 

RE 1 Valley School District Standards.  This program is assessment-

driven and differentiated for student success.  Teachers differentiate 

their instruction by matching their students’ needs to the appropriate 

ECAW writing stage resources and instructional activities.  
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Mastering math starts with knowing the numbers. Math Expressions 
gets students started on the right path, but that's just the beginning. 
It’s also about looking beyond numbers to understand how and why 
they work, and learning to ask the questions that lead to a thoughtful, 
informed approach to solving problems. 

Based on research funded by the National Science Foundation 
(NSF), Math Expressions is a proven Pre-K–6 curriculum that helps children make sense of math by explor-
ing, discussing, and demonstrating their understanding of key concepts. In busy, active lessons, students 
learn how to look deeper and choose their own path to 
the correct answers—skills that will take them far beyond 
the math classroom. 

 

 

Our students receive PE and Music every single day!!  

Physical Education prepares children to be physically 

and mentally active, fit, and healthy...for life. Re-

searchers have continually gathered evidence sup-

porting the benefits and positive effects of music edu-

cation within the school and have clearly demonstrat-

ed the need for elementary music programs. 
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At Ayres, we work hard to involve parents and families as much as possible.  We have designed several 

different activities to bring parents and families into our school.  Some of these activities include: 

 Back-to-School Night 

 McTeacher’s Night 

 Walk, Ride & Roll to School Day 

 Parent Involvement Nights  

 Trunk or Treat 

 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 Read to the Principal 

 100th Day Celebration 

 Kindergarten Information Night 

 Scholastic Book Fairs 

 Dr. Seuss Week 

 Music Programs 

Family & School Special Events 

Trunk or Treat at Halloween 

Second-grade music program 
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We have some basic rules to provide children a foundation on which to base good decision-making. With 
knowledge of rules deemed necessary to make school a positive, secure place for all, children a t  A y r e s  
a r e  g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make choices about their personal behavior and become respon-
sible for their own behavior. 

 

 

 The RE-1 Valley School District Code of Conduct provides a guide to district rules and parameters. 
See School Board Policies on the district website. 

 

 Individual  Rules – Each teacher at Ayres establishes rules that reflect their expectations for appro-
priate behavior in their classroom. The rules correlate to the developmental behaviors expected at 
specific ages and grade levels. The rules are to support the Ayres PBIS Matrix. The rules are explained 
to the children, and logical consequences are discussed. 

 

 Bus Rules – We support the Transportation Department in their effort to operate a safe and effi-
cient bus system.  S t u d e n t s  w h o  r i d e  a  d i s t r i c t  o r  O v e r l a n d  b u s  t o  a n d / o r  f r o m  
s c h o o l  m u s t  b e  r e s p e c tf u l ,  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  a n d  s a f e  w h i l e  o n  t h e  b u s .  If a student 
is riding a bus home with a friend, students must bring written permission to the bus driver. 

Basic Rules: 
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 Normally, students are not to arrive at school until 7:30 a.m. when playground supervision begins.  
Students are not allowed in the building before 7:55 a.m. unless they are eating breakfast in which 
case they will enter using the door by the music room. However, due to COVID, students are to re-
port directly to their classroom after 7:35 a.m. Breakfast is provided in the classroom 

 Kindergarten drop-off/pick-up is in front of the school in the Hug-n-Go zone. First-grade drop-off/
pick-up is on Robin Road on the south end of the building. Second-grade drop-off/pick-up is on the 
back side of the building on  9th Street. Call the office to arrange one pick-up location if you have 
children in more than one grade. 

 To maintain school security, if you choose to park and bring your child(ren) into the building, please do 
not walk them to their classroom—hug and go at the main entrance. 

 Students are not to be dropped off or picked up in the bus loading zone on the north side of 
school. 

 Hug-n-Go is designed to maintain a steady flow of traffic. Please park in the designated areas if you 
need to enter the building or if students are not prepared to immediately exit your vehicle. 

 In the Hug-n-Go zone, drive all the way forward, so other families can drop off their students at 
the same time. 

 Students are not to leave the school grounds once they arrive at school unless signed out by an au-
thorized adult. 

 Students picked up during the school day will be sent to the office and checked out from the office by 
an adult. Due to COVID, once a student leaves school, he or she cannot return that day. 

 Skateboards, s c o o t e r s ,  roller skates, skate shoes, bicycles, and roller blades are not to be used on 
school grounds. 

 Upon arrival at school, bikes are to be placed in the bike racks and are off limits until school is dis-
missed. It is strongly suggested that all bikes be locked. 

 

Students must assume responsibility  for loss or damage of any personal property brought to school. Stu-
dents are NOT to bring to school such items as electronics, excessive amounts of money, cell phones, 
replica weapons, baseballs, hardballs, b a s e b a l l  b a t s ,  or any item that might distract from or disrupt 
the learning process. 

 

 

 

If you will be eating lunch with your child, check in with the office. 

 Breakfast - $1.25   Lunch - $2.10 

 No charge for K-5 students who qualify for reduced-priced meals 

 Adult Breakfast - $2.00   Adult Lunch - $3.50 

General School Guidelines: 

Cafeteria Information: 
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 Respect  

 Ourselves & Others 

 Always Safe and 

 Responsible 

ROAR is designed to help create a climate of cooperation, academic excellence, respect, and safety in our 

school.  ROAR is based on guiding principles that we believe will help create an optimal learning environ-

ment for the students in our school.   

 

 

 Clear expectations for student behavior. 

 Clear and consistent strategies for teaching ap-

propriate behavior. 

 Clear and consistent strategies for encouraging appropriate behavior. 

 Clear and consistent consequences that discourage inappropriate behavior. 

 Clearly designed methods for evaluating and revising our program. 

 A support system and individual behavior programs for students with unique and/or exceptional 

needs. 

 The characteristics and philosophy of the behavior plan will be communicated to students and par-

ents. 

  

We are excited about our system of supporting our students’ positive behavior and creating a con-
sistent Schoolwide intervention system .  We look forward to  showing our families how we positively 
support our children throughout the school day.  

Be sure to read on for more specifics about our Ayres R.O.A.R. Expectations for each area of the school! 

PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports): 

The guiding principles of ROAR are :  



 11 

Ayres R.O.A.R. Matrix 

  Classroom Hallway Playground Restroom Lunchroom Assembly Bus 

Respect 

Always use kind 
words 

Follow direc-
tions 

Be a good lis-
tener 

Be nice 

Take care of 
supplies and 
property 

Walk quietly in 
line 

Limit talking to 
only when neces-
sary 

Follow the rules 

Share and take 
turns 

Treat others as 
you want to be 
treated 

Games are 
open to all 

Flush 

Use quiet voic-
es 

Give others 
privacy 

Use good 
table manners 

Use a soft 
voice 

Sit in desig-
nated area 

Wait for dis-
missal 

Sit quietly 

Listen to the 
speaker 

Keep eyes 
on the 
speaker 

Follow the 
posted rules 

Listen to au-
thorities 

Use quiet voic-
es 

Use good man-
ners 

Safety 

Keep hands and 
feet to self 

Walk 

Sit correctly 

Push chairs in 

Keep hands and 
feet to self 

Walk 

Face forward and 
watch where 
you’re going 

Use equipment 
correctly 

Dress for the 
weather 

Play safely 

Wash hands 

Keep all areas 
dry 

Keep hands 
and feet to 
self 

Walk 

Carry tray 
with two 
hands 

Keep hands 
and feet to 
self 

Keep hands 
and feet to 
self 

Stay in line 

Keep hands 
and feet to self 

Find seat quick-
ly and stay 
seated 

Walk 

Responsibil-
ity 

Be on time and 
ready to learn 

Finish your 
work on time 

Participate 

Clean up your 
area and put 
your things 
away 

Stay in a single file 
line 

Walk on the right 
side of the hall-
way 

Put equipment 
away 

Line up quickly 

Report prob-
lems to staff on 
duty 

Clean up after 
yourself 

Enter and exit 
quickly 

Report prob-
lems immedi-
ately 

  

Clean up your 
area 

Know your 
lunch number 

Raise your 
hand if you 
need help 

Sit flat on 
your bottom 

Stay in one 
spot 

Participate 
as expected 

Pay attention 
and be ready 
to exit 

Stay in bus 
area 

Keep your area 
clean 

Take pride in 
your bus 

  
Low Roar 

Zone 

No Roar 

Zone 

Full Roar 

Zone 

Low Roar 

Zone 

Low Roar 

Zone 

No Roar 

Zone 

Low Roar 

Zone 
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Ayres R.O.A.R. Matrix 

  Pick Up Zones Library Computer Lab Field Trips Substitutes Office 

Respect 

Keep hands/feet/
property to your-
self 

Listen to adults on 
duty 

Respect school 
grounds and prop-
erty 

Use quiet voices 

Treat books nice-
ly 

Follow the librar-
ians directions 

Keep your head-
phones on your 
head 

Talk only when 
necessary 

  

Be kind and 
patient 

Use inside voic-
es 

Keep your hands 
and feet to 
yourself 

Treat substitute as 
you would your 
regular teacher 

Be helpful 

Be flexible 

Quiet voices 

Wait your turn 

  

Safety 

Stay in designated 
areas 

Cross streets with 
adults 

Stay with your 
teacher until you 
are signaled to 
leave 

Walk 

Walk 

Push chairs in 

Use markers 
correctly 

Use hand sanitiz-
er when needed 

Push your chair 
in 

Keep hands to 
yourself 

Walk 

Stay with your 
group 

Be a good listen-
er 

Stay seated on 
the bus 

  

Follow classroom/
school/playground 
rules 

Behave as if your 
regular teacher 
was there 

  

Keep your hands 
and feet to your-
self 

Stay in front of 
the front desk 

  

Responsibil-
ity 

Keep your belong-
ings with you at all 
times 

Be ready and 
watching for your 
bus/car/parent 

Return books on 
time 

Sign cards 

Put cards in your 
pocket 

Put cards back in 
the correct book 
when returning 

  

Follow all com-
puter lab rules as 
your teacher has 
explained 

Ask for 

Wait for instruc-
tions before be-
ginning 

Use equipment 
appropriately 

Take care of 
your belongings 

Follow the rules 
at all times 

Stay together 

Complete your 
daily requirements 

Follow normal 
routines and pro-
cedures 

Gather and return 
materials as usual 

Stay on task 

Clean up the 
Legos and books 
when you’re fin-
ished 

Explain to staff 
why you’re there 

Walk quickly back 
to class 

Deliver materials 
to the appropri-
ate place 

  
Low Roar 

Zone 

Low Roar 

Zone 
No Roar 

Zone 

Low Roar 

Zone 

Low Roar 

Zone 

Low Roar 

Zone 
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When students follow our ROAR guidelines, recess will be a fun experience for all!!!  Any rule violations 

may result in loss of recess privileges or referral to the office. 

 

What it looks like to be RESPECTFUL on the playground: 

 Games are open to everyone.  Students will always include others to play in their 
games. 

 Balls are shared.  Students should not bring balls from home.  

 Being a good sport and playing fairly at all times. 

 Picking even teams based on equality for all. 

 Playing with the belief that everyone has an opportunity to play. 

 

What it looks like to be RESPONSIBLE on the playground: 

 When the bell rings or the whistle is blown, students line up immediately, quickly and quietly. 

 Students are responsible when they stay in the designated play areas.   

 Students will ask permission to go into the building, and then do so quietly. 

 Students will report any unsafe behaviors or equipment to the supervising adult on 
duty. 

 Students will follow all rules of the game to ensure fair play. 

PLAYGROUND/RECESS EXPECTATIONS 
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What it looks like to be SAFE on the playground:  

 Students should stay in complete view of supervising staff at all times. 

 Students should not play with, kick, or throw sticks, rocks, snow, or snowballs. 

 Students should not play dodge-ball, wall-ball, or any other game where balls are thrown at peo-
ple. 

 Students should not play tag games. 

 Students should not bring skates or skateboards. 

 Students are safe when they stay off, and not slide on icy spots. 

 Students should play football and soccer on the grass—falls on concrete can hurt.  Students do not 
tackle, trip, kick, poke, yell, or “egg” someone on. 

 Students should not hang on the basketball rims.   

 Students should use jump ropes on the blacktop area. 

 Students should not play games where things or people are tied with ropes. 

 Students do not play tug of war or horse around with the ropes in any way. 
 

What it looks like to be SAFE on the bars, swings, slides and other climbing structures: 

 Students should sit inside the rails, feet first while going down the slide. 

 Students should use the ladder or steps for getting to the top of the slide. 

 Students should not slide down the poles. 

 Students should have only one person on the slide or swing at a time. 

 Students should not swing sideways or twist the swings. 

 Students should not give “underduck” pushes. 

 Swings should not be thrown over the bar to make them higher. 

 Students should not jump or “bail out” of swings. 

 Students should not sit, stand or crawl on top of the bars. 
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School discipline is necessary to protect people and property, as well as, to protect the rights of students 
to participate in educational programs.  Students at Ayres are expected to conduct themselves in a way 
that does not interfere with the learning, rights, or safety of other students or staff members. 

 
Self-discipline is an indication that a student is capable of accepting the responsibilities and privileges 
that are available to him/her at Ayres.  Students whose behavior adheres to Ayres’s expectations might 
expect a variety of positive consequences to occur because of their behavior.  These include the oppor-
tunities to participate in all school activities, independently monitor one’s own behavior, positive com-
ments or rewards from the staff, and most of all, develop a sense of pride in oneself at school and home 
… now and in the future. 

Failure to act in a responsible manner of choosing not to follow the rules of the school will result in one 
or more of these consequences: 

 Student/teacher conference 

 Parent or guardian will be contacted 

 Student kept in from recess 

 Parent conference with the teacher 

 Student placed on daily behavior plan 

 Parent/student/teacher/dean of students or principal conference 

 In-school or o u t - o f - s c h o o l  suspension 

 Expulsion from school 

A student will be sent to the Dean of Students or Principal for:  

 Fighting 

 Disrespect in any form 

 If the child has had previous discipline on the same issue, the student should be aware that the 
next logical consequence is to see the Dean of  Students  or Principal. 

Administrative Procedures & Consequences: 
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Students who are referred to the Dean of  Students  or  the Principal will be managed on an individual 
basis.  As a general rule, parents will be notified when some type of action by the principal is deemed 
necessary. 
 

One or more of the following actions may occur when a student is referred to the Dean of  Students 
or the Principal: 

 

 The student and the Dean of Students or the Principal will discuss the problem and develop a 
plan of action to solve the problem. 

 The student may lose one or more privileges at school . 

 It may be necessary for the Dean of Students or the Principal to meet with the student and parents 
to discuss the problem and develop a plan of action to solve the problem. 

 The student may receive “in-school suspension.” The student may be suspended from school for 
chronic or severe behavior. 

If a student engages in a behavior that is severe or dangerous in nature, we may feel it is in the best 
interest of the student and the rest of the school to respond with an appropriately severe conse-
quence. Severe behaviors might include the use of any drug, alcohol, or tobacco at school; threatening  
adults in a position of authority;  assault behavior, or willfully destroying property.  In such instances, 
we will either place the child in “in school” suspension and notify parents, or we will ask parents to 
come directly to school and remove the student from school for the rest of the day.  It will then be 
necessary for all parties involved to meet together to resolve the problem with an appropriate plan 
before the student is reintegrated  into school. 

Severe Behavior & Consequences: 
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The Ayres staff is dedicated to working as a team to meet the needs of every student. We believe that 
every moment is a “teachable moment” whenever any adult and child interact. To maximize the teach-
able moments of a school day, we have adopted guidelines for when a child is everybody’s student – in 
other words – whenever an adult and child interact. 

 

A student is everybody’s student when: 

 He/she is in the hallway. 

 He/she is in the cafeteria. 

 He/she is at a school assembly. 

 He/she is using the restroom. 

 He/she is on his/her way to or from the bus. 

 He/she is not under direct supervision of his/her teacher. 

 He/she is at recess. 

      He/she is on a field trip. 

 

 

When a Student is Everybody’s Student 
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We cannot emphasize enough the importance of student attendance.  A typical child will 
miss an average of 3 – 5 days per school year and that is our goal for Ayres Primary Elemen-
tary School students.  Students simply cannot learn the state standards required of their 
grade level if they are not in school. The cumulative effect of student absences can put 
them at risk for educational challenges that will impact their learning and future success 
at school.   We encourage you to bring your child to school every day and to make sure 
they are on time. We often find that our students who are most at risk for educational 
challenges are the ones that are missing the most days or most frequently late.  We take 
your child’s education at Ayres very seriously and appreciate that you do as well.  If your 
child is absent, it is required that you make a phone call to the office to let us know.  Your 
child will be marked unexcused if this phone call is not made.  

Student Attendance: 

Students are 100 Days 

Smarter!! 
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Clothing should be appropriate for school and school activities. Clothing 
should not distract from the learning environment. Clothing must cover 
midriff, chest, underwear, and buttocks. Clothing that promotes alcohol, 
drugs, tobacco, gang affiliation, sexuality, or profanity will be not be al-
lowed. Skirts and shorts must be at least mid-thigh  length. (Tip: A good measurement  is a student’s 
longest finger – if the skirt reaches it while the arms are hanging by their sides…then it is probably an 
appropriate length). Shoes or sandals must be worn. 

 

Half-shirts, see-through shirts, mesh shirts, muscle shirts, tube tops, halter-tops, spaghetti straps, (Tip: 
check to see if the straps are at least two finger lengths wide – if it is then it is probably an appropriate 
width for school) or any top without  a back will not be allowed.  

 

Baseball caps and hats should be removed in the school building once the school day begins. Appropriate 
hats may be worn outside during recess. Bandanas are not permitted. Gang symbols and gestures are 
also not permitted. Baggy pants that cannot stay up must have a belt. 

 

If inappropriate clothing is worn, students will be asked to either turn their shirts inside-out if possible or to 
go to the nurse’s office for a different shirt.  If one is not available, a phone call home may be made.  

 

Encourage students to have their names on their clothing, lunch boxes, balls, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

We have two lost and found areas - one where the hallway splits and one by the lunchroom.  Lost and 
found items not claimed will be donated to charity at the end of each quarter. 

Student Attire: 

Lost & Found: 



 21 

 

 

 

Teachers are encouraged to communicate regularly with parents regarding the specific academic and 
affective needs of their child. 

 

Both our school website ( www.re1valleyschools.org) and our Facebook page  provide up-to-date infor-
mation about school events and special announcements for our staff and students.  Be sure to check 
them out! 

 

A monthly calendar and lunch menu will be posted, as well as a newsletter every month. Included in this 
are important dates for school-wide events, district news announcements, as well as any other changes 
that are going on at Ayres Primary Elementary School. Please take a moment to read the newsletter, so 
that you are up-to-date on current events happening in our district and in our school! 

Communication: 

http://www.psdschools.org

