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January 27, 2021 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

The State Board of Education is required by General Statute §115C-174.11 (c)(4), to plan for and require the 

administration of the ACT test to all public school students who are enrolled in the eleventh grade for the first 

time. Your student will take the statewide ACT test, free of charge using the paper format on Tuesday, 

February 23, 2021.    

 

The U.S. Department of Education’s Secretary of Education, Betsy DeVos, shared there will not be a waiver 

from testing for this school year.  Therefore, students who are receiving instruction are expected to take the 

appropriate assessments (EOCs, EOGs, CTE Post Assessments, ACT, PreACT, and WorkKeys) on the 

designated dates.  The ACT cannot occur remotely; therefore students will go to their schools to take this 

assessment 

 

The ACT is part of North Carolina’s school accountability program. Colleges use ACT scores for admissions 

decisions, course placement, academic advising, and loans and scholarships. Students participating in the 

statewide ACT administration can select for free up to four colleges (or other reporting agencies) to receive 

their ACT scores.  

 

Students who have taken either the SAT or the ACT before February 5, 2021 and have scores that meet the 

college readiness benchmark standards, do not have to participate in the statewide ACT administration. 

However, it is the student’s responsibility to notify the school that they do not wish to participate in the ACT. 

Before submitting a request for exemption, students must have either SAT or ACT test scores that meet the 

following college readiness benchmarks: 

 
SAT college readiness benchmark scores include  

the following subtests: 

 

 
Test SAT Score 

Evidence-

Based Reading 

and Writing 

Score 

 

480 

Mathematics 530 

ACT college readiness benchmark scores    

include all the following subtests: 

 

Test ACT 

Score 

English 18 

Mathematics 22 

Reading 22 

Science 23 
 

 

Students may not combine test scores from prior, separate administrations to meet college readiness benchmark 

scores. All college readiness benchmark scores must be attained during the same test administration. For 

consideration of an ACT testing exception, students must complete a copy of the ACT Testing Exception 

Student Request Form (available at the school or on the school website) and submit the request to the principal 

or the principal’s designee no later than February 5, 2021. 



 

 

 

 

 

We understand that you may be concerned about the safety of your students when returning to the school 

building to take a test. To ensure this is a safe environment for our students, we will ensure health and safety 

requirements are in place. Warren County Schools is taking the following precautions per CDC Guidelines: 

 

 Test sites with no more than 10 examinees  

 Social distancing within the building 

 Temperature checks and COVID-19 screening questions upon arrival 

 Masks required by staff and students 

 Sanitizing stations 

 Test sites will be sanitized before and after testing 

 Air purifiers will be placed in classrooms and/or windows opened for improved ventilation 

 

If you have questions or concerns about the upcoming ACT administration in Warren County Schools, please 

contact me at the above number or via email at jogreen@warrenk12nc.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

John Green 

Warren County High School Principal 
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