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Superintendent Small Talk          

with Jason Dolliver 

November 21, 2017 

Dear Parents, Students, and District Stakeholders, 

 The last couple of weeks have been quite exciting for Pender Public Schools!  This is normally a busy 

time of year with the holidays right around the corner, the end of the first semester sneaking up on us, the 

start of the winter sports season, district FFA and One-Act competitions, and many more events that typically 

fill the calendar.  This year, however, was even more busy due to the special events that occurred in the last 

couple of weeks. 

 I wanted to take the opportunity to highlight Pender Elementary School being named a 2017 National 

Blue Ribbon School (NBRS).  The U.S. Department of Education’s National Blue Ribbon Schools Program is de-

signed to celebrate excellence, turn around stories, and closing achievement gaps.  In the case of Pender Ele-

mentary School (PES), excellence was the reason for being named a 2017 NBRS.  Specifically, PES students 

performed at a high level on NeSA assessments.  Along with that, the programs in place at PES designed to 

help students maximize their potential seem to be working.  PPS was one of four schools in the Nebraska, 

and one of 342 schools in the country to be named a 2017 National Blue Ribbon School.  There are approxi-

mately 140,000 schools in the U.S., which means PPS was in elite company. 

There are many reasons why this award is important to Pender Public Schools.  I would like to focus 

on two of them.  First, the award acknowledges and validates the hard work of students, educators, families, 

and communities in striving for—and attaining—exemplary achievement.  For quite some time, it has felt like 

PPS does an excellent job of educating students.  There are various sources of data to verify that claim.  Being 

recognized as a 2017 NBRS provides validation for the hard work that has been completed for many, many 

years.  The hard work and dedication are not going unnoticed and are paying off. 

Second may be an even more important reason than the first.  Hopefully this recognition is extremely 

motivating.  As was just mentioned, a lot of hard work and dedication went into obtaining the recognition.  

That said, I think we all have a little more left in the tank and can accomplish even more.  I hope students and 

teachers ask themselves questions such as what else can we accomplish, and what is the next challenge to 

overcome?  With that mindset, I am confident we can accomplish more and accomplish things we may not 

have thought were even possible.  I think this award can help us to continue to push forward and strive to 

reach our maximum potential. 

There were also some pretty exciting outcomes associated with being named a 2017 NBRS.  First, a 

group of 5 staff members traveled to Washington D.C. to officially receive the award and NBRS flag.  The trip 

was very enjoyable, but it was also educational for those involved.  If you haven’t seen the moment PPS re-

ceived the award in Washington D.C., you can visit the NBRS website and find the video. 

 



 

Superintendent Small Talk          

with Jason Dolliver 

The students and staff were involved in two different events, both of which were very memorable.  

On September 28, an assembly was held for all students and staff members in hopes of being announced as a 

NBRS.  After Pender was announced, students and staff were treated to silly string, glitter, blue confetti, and 

much more.  Oh, and everyone received a delicious cupcake!  It was a fun afternoon at PPS, and one I don’t 

think those involved will forget anytime soon. 

The celebration ceremony held on November 21 may have even been more memorable.  The event 

was the culmination of a couple of months of planning to celebrate the NBRS recognition.  On hand to help 

show students and staff members the magnitude of their accomplishment were Governor Pete Ricketts, Miss 

Nebraska Allison Tietjen, State Senator Joni Albrecht, State Board of Education Member Rachel Wise, Retired 

PPS Teacher (43-year career at PPS) Rae Brown, Pender Board of Education President Matt Peters, and many, 

many more people.  In fact, there were about 500 people in the gym to show their appreciation for the ef-

forts of PPS students and staff members.  The event was the perfect way to cap off being named a NBRS! 

The Booster Club and Pender PTO also gave all 383 PPS students a NBRS t-shirt!  These two organiza-

tions also purchased 3 NBRS banners that will be proudly displayed in the building.  This support was greatly 

appreciated and yet another example of the what these two organizations consistently do for PPS! 

I can’t express the amount of pride I have for PPS and the communities of Pender and Thurston.  I 

hope all those associated with PPS share that same pride.  National Blue Ribbon Schools serve as models for 

other schools throughout the nation, and I think that is fitting for PPS. 

  Please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or comments.  I can be reached 

via phone at (402) 385-3244 ext. 310, via email at jadolli1@penderschools.org, or in person at the school. 

 

It’s a Great Day to be a Pendragon!! 

 

Jason Dolliver, Superintendent 

2017 National  

Blue Ribbon  

School 

 



 
Greetings from  

Eric Miller  High School Principal 

Hello Pendragons!  

I wanted to take a moment to talk to all of you about something that is important to all of us here at the school. 

As we continue with our season of activities, the topic of sportsmanship is an important topic to address. With the 

winter season upon us, we move from outdoor venues into the close confines of the school gym. As most studies 

show, the closer the spectators are to the action, the worse the sportsmanship from fans can get. As we get closer 

to the action, we all feel more engaged in the contests and it is easier for us to see what is happening with our 

participants. We are quick to point out a missed call, “wrong” calls, and about anything else we feel is going 

against us.  

I have now been involved in activities at all levels, player (a long time ago), coach, official, administrator, and now 

parent. Each level is very different and poses a different set of challenges in how to deal with positive sportsman-

ship. As a player, I learned very quickly that what I said to the official had ZERO impact on the game. If anything, I 

found that displaying negative sportsmanship, or reacting negatively to an official, only hurt the entire team in the 

outcome. I remember a coach of mine giving this simple piece of advice to a fellow teammate, “shut your mouth 

and play the game.” Or perhaps Muhammad Ali said it best, “I never thought about losing, but now that it’s hap-

pened, the only thing to do is to do it right.” In the end, as players, we have control over our actions and reac-

tions. Let’s help to teach our kids the correct way to do this.  

Over the years I have found that coaching is much the same way, I can’t control what the officials see or call, and 

throwing a fit never helps in any situation. I can ask questions, draw attention to what I see, and make suggestions 

in a respectful way. As a coach, I want my athletes to know that I will take care of them and I want them to model 

the positive behaviors that I display. I know that winning is a great feeling but it is important to know that you 

have to do it with dignity. I always enjoyed this quote from NFL coach Marv Levy, “World War II was a must win, 

not this game.” I feel it is our job to display quality, professional behavior, and teach our kids to do what is best 

for the team.  Above all, adults need to model good character for our students to follow. 

I believe there is a reason that the number of officials is dropping in our state for each sports season. Who wants 

to deal with screaming fans with unrealistic expectations all season long. Getting an earful from fans or coaches 

can’t be a fun way to spend an evening, even if you are getting paid… Like 99% of the other officials out there, I 

can say that I never had a bias towards one team or individual. We call things how they see them and display con-

fidence in our calls.  I made mistakes when I officiated, just like others, and our goal was not to do it again. Every 

official’s goal is to call the perfect game or match and we never intend to get mixed up on rules, but it happens. (If 

you don’t think it can, grab a rule book and try to read it all. Most of them will help with insomnia.) The bottom 

line is that officials are human, there is no replay at the HS level and mistakes will happen. Fans need to expect 

this coming into games. At times mistakes happen at the most inopportune time, but it still doesn’t give fans the 

right to go nuts. If you think you can do better, please get your certification. Good officials are hard to find!  
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Eric Milleró High School Principal 

As an Administrator, I have been in the middle a number of post-game screaming matches involving parents versus 

referees, parents versus other coaches, parents versus visiting team parents, parents versus same-team parents, and 

last but certainly not least, parents versus me. I have had to ask parents to stop yelling, I have had to remove parents 

from a gym, I have even had to “suspend” parents from student activities. Believe it or not, paying admission to the 

game does not give you the right to speak your mind! (Freedom of Speech is limited in the school setting; The U.S. 

Supreme Court has ruled on it.) As a spectator, it is your job to cheer for your team, not against the other team. 

Please remember there is a BIG difference in the two. Hosting events in our facilities is a way to show school and 

community pride. In this setting, the school and the community as a whole is depicted by how we represent our-

selves as fans. The school gym is the most visited place by people from other communities and the impression you 

leave with guests or when we visit will be how others view your community as a whole.   

As we head into the winter season please think about these things. The reality in all of this is that we ALL want to do 

what is best for our students, school and community. To help with the experience here are some tips for the gym: 

1. Do not mutter nasty criticisms about players…yours or anyone else’s.  

2. 2. Do not goad the officials or opposing players in order to distract or interfere with the game. 

- Some people have developed low-volume harassment into an art form.  

3. Do not argue with or respond to the negative comments of other poorly behaving fans.  

4. Don’t make loud or profane comments about either team’s coaches, players, or fans.  

- This includes officials!  

5. Do not scold or yell at your child…or any child…about poor play, during or after a game.  

6. Do not try to communicate with the coach during a game.  

 - Yep, this happens! 

7. Do not yell instructions or try to communicate with your child during the game.  

8. Do not become a boorish “rules expert.”  

- Whether or not you have some knowledge of the rules, refrain from loudly correcting   

   questionable calls.  

9. Keep your perspective in check.  

- The goals you may have for a team are not always the reality of the situation.  

I hope that in some way you agree with me if you are reading this. As in all places, 90% of the fans we have come in 

and set a positive example for all kids to follow. Most people represent our community and school in a positive way. 

Please help the school in teaching our next generation about sportsmanship by your own actions.  

Thank you, 

Eric Miller; 7-12 Principal  

 



 
Greetings from Kelly Ballinger 

Elementary Principal 

December 2017 

Hello Pendragon Families! 

The holidays are quickly approaching, and I can’t help but be so thankful for the amazing students, parents, staff and com-

munity that we are surrounded by here at PPS.  We have had the opportunity to put some wonderful programs in place in 

the last few years to support our students and families.  These programs need our continued support.   As our minds turn 

to the season of giving, please consider these opportunities to impact the lives of local children.   

The first opportunity I would like to mention is our TeamMates program. Tom and Nancy Osborne founded the TeamMates 

Mentoring Program in 1991 in an effort to provide support and encouragement to school aged youth. The goal of the pro-

gram is to see youth graduate from high school and pursue post-secondary education.  To reach this goal, youth meet one 

hour per week at school with a caring adult who serves as a mentor.  Mentors are volunteers from the community who 

have dedicated themselves to making a difference in the life of a young person.  Mentors give youth a sense of hope, pur-

pose and vision.  You can contact Andrea Hansen or myself if you are interested in becoming a mentor. We currently have 

several students waiting to be matched with mentors ~ please consider donating one hour a week to this worthy cause.   

The second opportunity is our Backpack Food Program.  Pender Public Schools is teaming up with the Pender Ministerial 

Association to help meet the need for nutritious meals and snacks for children over weekends and extended breaks, free of 

charge to parents. Any child enrolled in Pender Public Schools is able to receive these weekly bags of food. The Ministerial 

Association is committed to purchasing the necessary food items for our food bags.   If you would like to contribute to the 

Back Pack Food Program our current needs are for cash donations to be put toward the purchase of food items.  Any dona-

tions can be made to the Pender Ministerial Association in care of Pastor Dan Springer.   

One last opportunity for giving is our Beyond the Bell after-school program. Beyond the Bell is designed for students in kin-

dergarten through sixth grade.  The program runs from 3:30-5:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday.  We typically have close 

to 30 students each night! Students can get help with homework, participate in physical activities, have a snack, and take 

part in weekly enrichment programs.  In the last several months students have participated in UNL Extension activities, 

crafts, and elementary honor choir. If you have a special skill or talent that you would like to share with our students please 

contact the school.  We would love to have you with us! 

As you can see there are numerous opportunities for sharing your time, talent, and treasures with our students.  Additional 

programs include our PTO, academic tutors, and the High Ability Learners Program. If you would like to discuss which possi-

bility is the right fit for you, please don’t hesitate to contact the school. You never fully know the long-lasting, life-changing, 

impacts you can have by building up, strengthening and supporting children.  Thank you very much! 

Happy Holidays!  

Kelly Ballinger 

Elementary Principal/Special Education Director 

Pender Public Schools 



Greetings! The school year has started and things have been happening at a rather rapid pace. To me, I don’t think I would like it any other way. I have already met with seniors and their parents on four different nights to expose them to things to be expected this year and also to get a head start on college admissions applications, FAFSA completion, & scholarships. After a few years I think that I have it finally figured out where seniors need the most assistance in their transition to life after high school and either adding or adjusting the work nights that we have together. Of course, after stating this; something new may present itself and we will adjust everything accordingly.   It’s a Great Day to be a Pendragon! Things that I would like to inform you of are: Seniors…a reminder of what to do this fall · There’s A LOT going on right now with the financial aid and college admission processes, but don’t get over-whelmed! Here’s a recap of tasks you should complete this fall to stay on track to college. · Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) o First, create an FSA ID for you and one for a parent at fsaid.ed.gov. You’ll need it to access and sign the FAFSA. Here’s a video with instructions. o Review our FAFSA Checklist so you’ll know what documents to gather before you start the form. o Find free FAFSA Tools at EducationQuest.org to help you through the process. o  For free personal help, call EducationQuest to make an appointment: Omaha – 888.357.6300, Lincoln – 800.303.3745, Kearney – 800.666.3721, or Scottsbluff – 800.303.3745, ext. 6654. Juniors…start researching colleges · If you narrow your college choices by the end of your junior year, your senior year will be less stressful. Here’s how to get started:  · Review College Profiles at EducationQuest.org for information about colleges in Nebraska and across the coun-try. If you’re interested in an out-of-state school, check out the Midwest Student Exchange Program to learn about tuition discounts.  · Meet with college representatives who visit your school, and then visit the websites of the colleges that interest you to learn more about the schools. · Once you’ve narrowed your choices, schedule campus visits. Try to visit in the spring of your junior year while colleges are still in session. · For more tips, see the Selecting a College section at EducationQuest.org. November “To Do” List Seniors…complete these tasks in November to stay on the path to college: ____ Complete the FAFSA. ____ Apply to your top college choices.   Juniors…complete these tasks: ____ Research colleges that  

 



Junior Class Soup Supper 
Thursday, December  1, 2017 @ 4:30 pm 

During the JV/Varsity Girls and Boys BB Games  
vs. Tekamah-Herman 

 
JV games begin at 4:45 pm  

 
Chicken Noodle & Chili Soup 

Desserts 
Free Will Donation 

all proceeds support the junior class 
 

Do you need to renew your magazine subscriptions?  Or maybe order  a new one?  Why not give a subscrip-

tion for  a Christmas gift?  Have we got a deal  for you!  You can order through any junior class member or 

you can go online at:  https://gaschoolstore.com/2516839 

Funds made will be used for the junior/senior prom.  



Sunday, December 10th 

Doors open at 5:15 p.m. 

Meal at 6:00 p.m.  

Show to follow 

Tickets:  $25 for adults 

$12  for 10 & Under 
 Tickets on sale at Pender Public Schools Office 

Congratulations to Sadie Lamplot for 

being selected to the 2017 All State 

Chorus.  This is  a huge honor to be 

selected for this prestigious event.   

Congratulations to Mr. Bartlett & the Pender FFA 

members who recently competed in the District Lead-

ership Development events at North Bend Qualifying 

for state were the Conduct of Chapter Meetings 

Team and Sr Parli Pro -Team 1! Individual qualifiers  

Our students collected a 

massive amount of food 

during our Thanksgiving 

Food Drive! Our staff do-

nated hams/turkeys and 

over $700! All proceeds go 

to our local food  pantry.  



Save your Cubby’s receipts and either send them 

with your child to school, or drop them in the red 

box at Cubby’s.  Cubby’s donates 2% of  total           

receipts collected  back to the school.   

Will you be doing some shopping for 

Christmas on Amazon?  Why not help the 

Pender PTO in the process. If you go to 

smile.amazon.com….Amazon will donate 

a portion of sales back to the Pender 

PTO. This is a simple way to contribute.   

Did you know that Pender Public Schools and the Pender 

Ministerial Association have teamed up to provide weekend 

backpacks  to over 60 children.  Nutritious snacks are pro-

vided weekly,  which include a milk voucher and bread 

voucher for each family.  We are currently accepting dona-

tions for this very important program. Items needed are: 

•Individual juice boxes 

•Individual granola or breakfast bars 

•Individual cheese & cracker snacks 

•Individual rice krispie treats 

•Cash donations to purchase items needed 

Bring donations to school or contact Dan Springer at     

Covenant Church  



Chilly days are most likely here to stayÖ at least for a 
while. Please remember to dress your children for the 
cooler morning weather and encourage them to bring a 
hat, mittens, scarf, snow pants, and snow boots when 
necessary. Labeling those items is also helpful. Our stu-
dents are outside in the morning, at recess, and after 
school, so having the appropriate clothing is very impor-
tant.  Our temperature guideline for outdoor play re-
mains 20 degrees (with wind chill).  This year we do 
plan to get kids outside as much as we safely can during 
the day even if the temperatures dip slightly below our 
20-degree guideline.  On these occasions, we will take 
into consideration the age of the children, assure they 
are dressed appropriately, limit their exposure time, 
and as always keep the safety of our students as our 
priority.  If you have any questions or concerns please 
feel free to contact the office.  Thank you.  

In case of inclement winter weather, Pender Public Schools notifies the  
following TV and Radio stations with late start, early out and no school  
information, as well as Emergency Bus Routes if applicable:   
         

∑ KTIV, Channel 4, Sioux City 
∑ KCAU, Channel 9, Sioux City 
∑ KETV, Channel 7, Omaha 
∑ KWPN/KTIC,  AM 840 or FM 107.9 radio, West Point 
∑ KTCH, AM 1590 FM or  104.9 radio, Wayne 

 
There will also be messages sent via phone call or text.  If you have not 
been receiving any messages this school year and would like to, please 
contact the school at 385-3244 and we will get you added. 
 
Also, if you live in the country and think the bus may not be able to reach 
your home due to road conditions, please contact your route driver or the 
school before 6:30 am. 



Did you know that having more people qualify for  

FREE and REDUCED LUNCH actually  

HELPS THE SCHOOL? 

 

There are 2 ways that having more students/families qualify for 
free and reduced lunch helps PPS. 

 

1. We get reimbursed at a higher rate for lunch than what we   
charge.  For each free/reduced lunch, the school gets reimbursed 
$3.29.  Lunch prices for you are $2.30 for elementary and $2.55 
for high school.  If we could increase the number of students 
who qualify by 10% we could add over $3000 in revenue per year 
to our lunch program.  

 

2. The school can qualify for more state and federal grants by  
having a larger percentage of students who receive free and   
reduced lunch.  This helps us provide extra programs to our   
students to help them achieve. 

 

Itís a WIN-WIN! 

It helps you and it helps the school! 

Plus...itís completely  CONFIDENTIAL! 

 

If you think you might qualify, use the attached form to apply. 









Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
Biscuits/Gravy 

Pizza 

Corn 

Fruit Cocktail 

Brownie 

2 

3 4 
Long John 

Ch. Fried Steak 

Mashed Pot. 

Broccoli 

Mand. Oranges 

5 
Breakfast Pizza 

BBQ Meatballs 

Ch. Potatoes 

California Blend 

Pears 

6 
Turnover 

Turkey Club 

Chips 

Green Beans 

Peaches 

7 
French Toast 

Saucy Sub 

Corn Casserole 

Applesauce 

Pudding Cup 

8 
Biscuits/Gravy 

Taco 

Spanish Rice 

Pears 

9 

10 11 
Donut 

Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 

Pineapple 

Garlic Bread 

12 
Breakfast Bites 

BBQ Rib/Bun 

Potato Wedges 

Green Bean Cass 

Fruit Cocktail 

13 
Pancakes 

Goulash 

Peas 

Pears 

Bun 

14 

Omelet 

Chicken Strips 

Mac & Cheese 

Broccoli 

Mand.  Oranges 

15 
Biscuits/Gravy 

Lasagna 

California Blend 

Peaches 

Bread Sticks 

16 

17 18 
Dutch Waffle 

Taco Bowl 

Spanish Rice 

Applesauce 

Ice Cream 

19 
Breakfast Stick 

Chicken Patty 

Tater Tots 

Green Beans 

Pears 

20 
Coffee Cake 

Tavern 

French Fries 

Corn  

Pineapple 

21 
Biscuits/Gravy 

Hot Dog Bar 

Chips 

Baked Beans 

Fruit Cocktail 

22 
 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

December 

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 
Breakfast Sand 

Scalloped Pot. 

Ham 

Broccoli 

Pears 

5 
Biscuits/Gravy 

Cheeseburger 

French Fries 

California Blend 

Mand. Oranges 

6 

7 8 
Long John 

Chicken Fr Steak 

Mashed Pot. 

Green Beans 

Peaches 

9 
Breakfast Pizza 

BBQ Meatball 

Tater Tots 

Corn Casserole 

Applesauce 

 

10 
Turnover 

Ham & Cheese 

Chips 

Peas 

Pears 

 

11 
French Toast 

Saucy Sub 

California Blend 

Pineapple 

12 
Biscuits/Gravy 

Taco 

Spanish Rice 

Fruit Cocktail 

Rice Crispy Bar 

13 

14 15 
Donut 

Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 

Pears 

Garlic Bread 

16 
Breakfast Bites 

BBQ Rib 

French Fries 

Green Beans 

Mand. Oranges 

17 
Pancakes 

Spaghetti 

Lettuce Salad 

Peaches 

Breadstick 

18 
Omelet 

Chicken Strips 

Man & Cheese 

Peas 

Applesauce 

19 
Biscuits/Gravy 

Tavern 

Potato Wedges 

Corn 

Pears 

20 

21 22 
Dutch Waffle 

Lasagna 

Broccoli 

Pineapple 

23 
Breakfast Stick 

Chili 

Fruit Cocktail 

Cinnamon Roll 

24 
Coffee Cake 

Chicken Noodles 

Peas 

Pears 

Bun 

25 
Breakfast Sand. 

Pizza 

Green Beans 

Mand. Oranges 

Pudding Cup 

26 
Biscuits/Gravy 

Taco Boat 

Spanish Rice 

Peaches 

27 

28 29 
Long John 

Chicken Patty 

Tater Tots 

Green Bean Cass 

Applesauce 

30 
Breakfast Pizza 

Cream Chicken 

Mashed Potato 

Corn 

Pears 

31 
Turnover 

Turkey Club 

Chips 

Broccoli 

Mand. Oranges 

   

January 

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 



 





Pender Public Schools 

609 Whitney 

Pender  NE  68047 

Non  Profit  

Organization 
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How to Contact Us 
School Office 
402-385-3244 
On the Web at 

www.penderschools.org 
On Facebook 

Pender Public Schools 
On Twitter 

@pendragonupdate 
 
 

 

Dates To Remember... 
December 5th-Preschool Winter Concert 6:00 pm, 
K-6th Elementary Winter Concert 6:30 pm 
December 10th-Sounds of Season 6:00 p.m. 
December 21-1 pm Dismissal, End of 2nd Quarter, 
No afternoon preschool or afterschool program 
December 22nd—January 3rd-No School—Winter 
Break 
January 4th–No School for PreK-6th,  
School resumes for 7th –12th grades 
January 5th-School Resumes for PreK-6th grades 
 

Save your Cubby’s receipts and turn them into the school office.   
Cubby’s will donate 2% of the total receipts we collect back to Pender 

Public Schools. 


