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January 26, 2021

Dear Parents/Guardians of N-K Students:

As you may already know, Nashwauk-Keewatin School District voters approved an operating levy in 
November 2020 that provided essential budget support for staffing and student programs. We are 
grateful for the support of our wonderful communities and the “NK Spartan Strong” effort. Since then, 
the school board has continued discussing how to further strengthen the quality of our students’ 
education.

With this in mind, we are beginning a new community engagement plan as we develop plans to address 
the challenges of our two school buildings. N-K High School was built in 1920 and the Keewatin 
Elementary building in 1922, making them the oldest public school buildings in the state!  

Part of the district’s long-term facilities planning process will include gathering community input. We 
are using an online feedback tool called ThoughtExchange to gather the input from residents. Starting 
January 25th, residents are invited to weigh in on a question every month pertaining to the planning 
process.

I encourage you to share your thoughts by clicking the link to the ThoughtExchange question: 
https://my.thoughtexchange.com/scroll/488783052 

You will be asked to answer a short series of questions about our schools, after which you are 
encouraged to engage with responses from other community members in the “discover” section. Your 
input will play an important role in guiding our planning process.

School district leaders will also host several community-listening sessions throughout the winter and 
into early-spring. Nashwauk-Keewatin graduate and retired educator Mr. Craig Menozzi will be assisting 
me to help guide these activities.

The district’s goal is to be transparent throughout this process. The referendum website, 
NKSpartanStrong.org, will transition into a facilities planning and informational hub over the next few 
weeks. Be on the lookout for more updates to come.

If you have questions or comments, please reach out to Craig Menozzi at cmenozzi@isd319.org or by 
phone at 952-240-5379.  Thank you for supporting our schools. Go Spartans!

Sincerely,
Brenda Spartz
Superintendent/High School Principal
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