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Inside this  issue: 

“You will either step forward into growth, 

or you will step backward into safety.” 
Abraham Maslow 
On some level, the quote above would 
apply to each one of us personally and 
professionally. In terms of Frenchtown 
Schools during the 2020-2021 school year, 
we have taken steps forward, backwards, 
sideways and have had to hold the line at 
times; however, we have grown as individ-
uals and professionals. From the food ser-
vice, to transportation, to custodial, to 
teaching and everything in between growth 
has occurred. Maybe we haven’t always 
been comfortable or liked the growth, but 
nonetheless, we are in a different place 
now than we were a few months ago!  
 
2021-2022 SCHOOL CALENDAR 
The Frenchtown Board of Trustees ap-
proved the school calendar for 2021-2022 
school year during the January 19th School 
Board meeting. After several calendar 
committee meetings one calendar emerged 
for approval. Students will start on 
Wednesday, August 25th and the last day 
for students will be Friday, June 3rd. 
Schools have to fulfill a certain amount of 
professional development hours and we 
refer to those days as PIR days. The calen-
dar in this packet does NOT include those 
days. We will have a couple more calendar 
committee meetings to find strategic days 
in which we will set aside as PIR days. 
There will be a recommendation from the 
calendar committee to the Board of Trus-
tees at the February 16th Board meeting.  
We will get started on getting the dates 
included on our calendar on the website. 
We are also going to work on putting a 
google calendar on the website which will 
reflect real time updates and changes with 
activities etc.  
 
DID YOU KNOW...? 
Frenchtown has a 98% graduation rate? 

Well, yes we do! How does that compare? 
When comparing our rates to the area 
schools we have the highest graduation rate 
with the exception of one other public 
school. This is a tribute to the high school 
for sure; however, it is deeper than just 
high school staff and students. The K-8 
staff has prepared students for high school, 
students have put in the work, parents have 
shouldered some of the burden, and the 
community has high expectations. All of it 
has a part in the success of our students 
and schools.  
 
Frenchtown Schools has applied for the 
Montana Advanced Opportunities Act 
Grant. What the heck is this you ask? It is a 
grant we apply for through the Office of 
Public Instruction via the 2019 legislature. 
The purpose of the grant is to: 

  Expand personalized career & tech-
nical education opportunities for mid-
dle and high school students; 

 Reduce out-of-pocket costs for stu-
dents and families in support of a 
student’s post-secondary success; 

 Empower students to actively engage 
in forming post-secondary success 
that aligns with their individual inter-
ests, passions, strengths, needs and 
culture; and 

 Authorize elected school boards to 
use advanced opportunity aid to invest 
in Montana students by supporting 
individualized pathways for career 
and post-secondary. 

At the same time Frenchtown Schools 
already offers advanced opportunities for 
students to name a few: 

 AP Classes 

 Dual enrollment classes - We have 
had students graduate from high 
school with more than 30 college 
credits. 

 Internships 

 Independent studies 

 Work Study 
 Career and Technical Education 

(CTE) Certifications - welding/safe 
serve 

 Montana Digital Academy (MTDA) 

 University of Montana Early College 
Program 

FRENCHTOWN SCHOOLS COM-
MITTEE MEETINGS 

During the month of January several com-
mittee meetings took place other than the 
special board meeting on January 11th and 
the regular scheduled board meeting on 
January 19th. The Safety Committee met 
in the morning of January 12th. Several 
items were on the agenda and discussed, 
but one of the main topics centered around 
making sure we continue working on our 
school safety plans and drills. We have a 
hazards checklist that is in the process of 
being updated. We currently have a flip 
chart that provides us with brief quick 
information in the event a situation occurs 
that goes in each classroom. The current 
flip chart is in the process of being updat-
ed.  
 
The Transportation Committee met on the 
evening of January 12th where discussions 
took place regarding the purchasing of 
route buses, tool purchases, bus driver 
recruitment, and bus yard improvements. 
One item that became a major discussion 
topic was the issue of the south side of the 
elementary school is occasionally being 
used as a through street, similar to the way 
it was being used this summer when the 
bridge was being worked on. Obviously, 
this is concerning and we are working on 
mitigating the problem. 
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The Wellness Committee met on Thursday, January 14th 
and where the agenda included a review of Policy 2510 the 
wellness policy, the step challenge, fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles, along with discussions about the Freedom Gardens 
and the vegetables going to the cafeteria.  

THE IMPLEMENTATION PROGRESS OF THE 
FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 2020-2023 
STRATEGIC PLAN                                                 At the 
February 16th Board meeting, administration will conduct 
a presentation regarding the implementation progress of 
the strategic plan. The 2020-2023 strategic plan grew out 
of the process that the Frenchtown School District imple-
mented in 2015 with the use of a MTSBA facilitator. Last 
spring, the Board of Trustees, the Frenchtown Administra-
tion, and the Classified Union Representative went through 
the process again and decided to go from a five year plan 
to a three year plan since things can change so quickly.  

The Strategic Plan encompasses a District Mission State-
ment, Core Values, Envisioned Future, Description of the 
Desired Future, and Outcome-Oriented Goals and Strategic 
Objectives.  

Goals and Strategic Objectives of the Frenchtown Public 
Schools  

GOAL AREA #1: EDUCATIONAL FIDELITY AND 
PURPOSE  
Statement of Intended Outcome, Five years:  We have 
successfully implemented educational opportunities for 
students with a focus on an individualized approach to 
education and have a rigorous accountability system in 
place to ensure that we are maximizing the learning poten-
tial of each and every student. 
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 
1.1 We continue to enhance our evaluation and accounta-
bility systems to regularly and rigorously assess the pro-
gress we have made in expanding both the scope and depth 
of our educational opportunities for our students and staff, 
and the impact it is having on our students. 
1.2 We continue to enhance our professional development 
opportunities for our staff and school board with a clear 
focus on increasing student achievement including so-
cial/emotional/behavioral development. 
1.3 We take steps to ensure that our curricular offerings 
and our approach to education is research-based and differ-
entiated, and in line with or exceeding what is required 
through both state and federal standards. 
1.4 We continue to advance our technology in a manner 
that enhances learning opportunities for our students, staff, 
and parents/families. 
1.5 We continue to explore additional funding options to 
enhance student achievement such as after-school pro-
grams. 
1.6 We will provide opportunities for staff and board mem-
bers to demonstrate to students, parents, and the communi-
ty they are role models for Frenchtown students. 
 
GOAL AREA #2: TECHNOLOGY   
Statement of Intended Outcome, Five years:  We have 
successfully integrated technological advancements into 
the curriculum to ensure that our students have access to 
and are effectively utilizing current technologies that en-
hance their learning capabilities and experiences.   
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 
2.1 We continue to expose our students to technological 
advancements that enhance student learning. 
2.2 We continually improve the hardware/software infra-

structure of our schools to allow our students and staff to 
have access to technological tools that enhance student 
learning. 
2.3 We utilize any budget flexibilities and any other reve-
nue streams that provide us with enhanced resources to 
ensure that our students have access to technological ad-
vancements that further their learning experiences. 
2.4 We enhance professional development opportunities 
for staff with an emphasis on mastering technology ad-
vancements to expand learning opportunities for our stu-
dents. 
2.5 We enhance our technology support systems for our 
staff, students and parents/families. 
2.6 We continue to increase technology and social media 
education for our students, staff and parents/families. 
2.7 We identify and utilize universal, consistent communi-
cation tools to share information with staff, students and 
parents/families. 
 
GOAL AREA #3: SAFETY AND SECURITY   
Statement of Intended Outcome, Five Years: We have 
successfully improved the safety of our schools and our 
facilities by making safety a priority and by changing the 
mindset of our students and staff to take a proactive ap-
proach to injury prevention and other safety and security 
measures.  
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 
3.1 We continue to enhance safety education with an em-
phasis on changing culture and focus from reaction to pre-
vention among all staff. 
3.2 We continue to regularly review our safety plan, secu-
rity policies, procedures and internal practices to ensure 
that they are up to date. 
 
GOAL AREA #4: FACILITIES  
Statement of Intended Outcome, Five Years:  We have 
developed a comprehensive Facilities Plan that supports 
our students and staff, student learning and our vision for 
the future and the initiatives identified in this Strategic 
Plan.  
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 
4.1 We continue to perform comprehensive needs assess-
ments and identify priorities on both a short-term and long-
term basis. 
4.2 We utilize any and all flexibilities and revenue streams 
that provide us with enhanced resources to ensure that our 
facilities are meeting the needs of our students, staff and 
community. 
4.3 We continue to take proactive steps to communicate 
with the community about anticipated facility changes and 
enhancements to ensure that the community is well in-
formed and understands the rationale and need for such 
changes and/or enhancements. 
 
GOAL AREA #5: WELLNESS  
Statement of Intended Outcome, Five Years: We have 
enhanced our health and wellness programs for our stu-
dents and staff through education and other programs that 
focus on the importance of healthy lifestyles and making 
healthy decisions that have positive long-lasting impacts.  
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 
We continue to: 
5.1 Take the lead on a community garden (Freedom Gar-
dens) that provides healthy nutrition for our students and 
staff through North Campus volunteer efforts. 
5.2 Provide alcohol and drug prevention education based 
on sound research and practices. 
5.3 Enhance our CPR and AED training. 
5.4 Address the issue of child hunger in our community. 

5.5 Provide education related to effectively managing 
stress through research-based programs and move toward 
becoming a Trauma Informed School. 
5.6 Enhance our education on the importance of healthy 
nutrition. 
5.7 Provide physical activity opportunities for all students, 
staff and the community including but not limited to en-
hanced accessibility and versatility. 
5.8 Collaborate with the community to provide wellness 
education and activities available to our students, staff and 
community members. 
5.9 Promote opportunities for alternative forms of non-
traditional lifetime fitness activities for elective credit. 
5.10 We will provide opportunities for staff and board 
members to demonstrate to students, parents, and the com-
munity they are role models for Frenchtown students. 
 
GOAL AREA #6: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT   
Statement of Intended Outcome, Five Years: We have 
successfully enhanced the knowledge and engagement of 
our community.  As a result of our efforts our community 
is well informed about our priorities and fully supports our 
vision for the future of our District.  
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 
6.1 We continue to promote our schools and our strategic 
goals through a variety of resources. 
6.2 We utilize a variety of communication strategies and 
tools including social media to ensure that we are effec-
tively informing parents/families and our community about 
the positive things that are happening in our schools and 
across the District. 
6.3 We will develop a community engagement action plan 
that identifies and implements specific strategies to 
strengthen our relationship and communication with our 
community. 
6.4 We continue to promote and encourage engagement 
and participation of parents/families and community mem-
bers in our school programs, services and activities. 
6.5 We continue to develop our relationships and collabo-
ration with businesses to provide greater opportunities for 
our students and increased resources for the District. 
 
The Strategic Plan lined out with the direction that district 
constituents wants the board to proceed to help foster, 
nurture, improve, and continue the excellence in the educa-
tional environment in Frenchtown.  The entire FTSD Stra-
tegic Plan is posted on www.ftsd.org for the public to re-
view. 

INFORMATION ON WINTER SCHOOL CLOSURE 
POLICY 
Please check the FTSD website www.ftsd.org  on the 
mornings when you are concerned if school will be held or 
not because of inclement weather.  School cancellations 
and late starts will be posted on this home page.  The Dis-
trict also has the IC message system that will send out a 
phone call, a text message, or email alerts for school clo-
sures or delays. The district will also make an effort to 
update parents and students on the website about the status 
of school in Frenchtown when there have been cancella-
tions of other area schools but not for FTSD #40. 

http://www.ftsd.org
http://www.ftsd.org


3 

 

Also, listen for messages on the radio or television, as that 
will be the first place that we contact on any school clo-
sures. If you don't hear Frenchtown mentioned in a listing 
of school closures, then know that we are holding 
school. 
Watch for these alerts: 

 
 

 
However, if you are in a loca-
tion that does not allow for 
safe passage to school or to the bus stop, then as a parent, 
you are the best person to determine if your child/children 
should attend school on a day when the weather is bad.  If a 
student is absent because you could not get them to the bus 
stop or school, please notify the school and your child will 
be marked as an excused absence for that day.   
  
DISCRETIONARY NONRESIDENT STUDENT AT-
TENDANCE APPLICATIONS DEADLINE AP-
PROACHING 
For the 2021-2022 school year FTSD #40 accepted appli-
cations for out of district student attendance.   However, 
there is a deadline of February 1, 2020 for any out of dis-
trict student attendance applications for the current school 
year.  The deadline is fast approaching.  So if you are 
aware of any families who are considering transferring 
their out of district students to Frenchtown, please remind 
them of the deadline. 
There are specific rules about the acceptance of nonresi-
dent students.  The first one is an application must be filled 
out (which includes a request for student records).  Next, 
except as otherwise provided by law, admission to the Dis-
trict as a nonresident student would be a privilege.  The 
Board, recognizing an educational requirement of its resi-
dent students includes the need for an orderly educational 
process and environment, established criteria for the discre-
tionary admission of nonresident students.  Please contact a 
building principal for more information. 
 
CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 
This year our teachers are working on the K-12 social stud-
ies curriculum.   You can also see the entire schedule for 
the next several school years by going to the www.ftsd.org 
website.  Mr. Riley Devins, Intermediate School principal, 
is the curriculum coordinator and he works with a team of 
teachers from each of the building levels to help develop 
curriculum each year.  If you have any questions about the 
process please contact Mr. Devins.  The first step in the 
process is to review the current curriculum.  The teachers 
then begin the process of looking at changes, additions, 
deletions that need to be made at the local level to meet 
state requirements. 

KEEPING OUR CHILDREN SAFE – REGISTERED 
SEX OFFENDERS                                                         
The Montana Department of Justice has a website that you 
can access and by just putting in your zip code it will give 
you a listing of any registered sex offenders and violent 
offenders living in your area.  This website is updated by 
the Department of Justice regularly so you might want to 
check it on at least a monthly basis.  The website is entitled 

Sexual and Violent Offenders Registry and in addition to 
the ability to find the names and addresses, it has many 
other interesting facts and information.  Go to 
http://doj.state.mt.us/svor  for this information. 

HAVE A GREAT FEBRUARY! 

 Early Outs Every Thursday at     

12:30 

 No School February 15th 

 

 
 
 

Elks Club Student of Month  
 

Congratulations to Maddy Eggers 

she has been selected as the January 

“Elk Student of the Month,” and 

will be among those included in 

those considered for “Elk Student 

of the Year” recognition at the end 

of this school year. The students are 

selected by their teachers and coun-

selors based on academic excel-

lence, community service, school 

involvement and leadership. 

 FHS hosted a guitar and percussion concert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Please make sure to check out the live stream on the 

new website to see some of the “in-class” happenings 

at the HS. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter.  

Please remember 

all meals are free 

for All Students.  

 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

are Wednesday and Thursday 

March 3rd and 4th from 3:30 – 

7:00. There is no school Fri-

day, March 5, 2020. 

 

 

 

We consider it very important that you take an active role 

in your child's education however, in this unique time at-

tendance at parent teacher conferences in not mandatory or 

required. We ask that only parents who have specific con-

cerns about their child (s) education only attend in per-

son.  Teachers will be spread out in the commons and 

throughout various classrooms for in person conferences. 

You may also communicate with your child(s) teachers via 

e-mail or request a zoom meeting with them during this 

time. If you decide to attend in person, please remember to 

wear a mask and physically distance yourself. 

Please consistently check your child(s) grades on infinite 

campus. 

Parking Reminder for All 

When you enter the French-

town School District North 

Campus please park in the 

designated parking lots. The 

loop is not a parking lot. 

Signs along the roadway and 

red paint on the asphalt warn 

motorists to avoid parking in 

the loop. The loop is a fire 

lane and we must keep it free 

from congestion. 

Graduation 

Graduation is currently 

scheduled for Sunday May 

30th 2021 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

 

http://www.ftsd.org
http://doj.state.mt.us/svor
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Frenchtown Community Library Hours: 

Tuesday and Thursday 

5-8 PM 

Title IX 
Frenchtown School District does not discriminate on the 
basis of sex in programs or activities as required by Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and the related 
federal regulations.  Any person may report sex discrimina-
tion, including sexual harassment in person, by mail, by 
telephone, by electronic mail, or by utilizing the online 
web form and the contact information listed below for 
Frenchtown's Title IX Coordinator. Such a report may be 
submitted anytime, including non-business hours, to the 
Title IX Coordinator. Inquiries about the application of 
Title IX and the related federal regulations may be referred 
to Frenchtown's Title IX Coordinator, to the Assistant Sec-
retary of the U.S. Department of Education, or both. 
In compliance with new Title IX regulations, Frenchtown 
has designated a Title IX Coordinator, Investigators, and 
DecisionMakers.                                                             
Title IX Coordinator: Beth Terzo, bethterzo@ftbroncs.org, 
406-626-2719.                                                                 
Title IX Investigators: All District Administration have 
been trained as Title IX Investigators.Title IX Decision 
Makers: All District Administration have been trained as 
Title IX Decision-Makers.                                                 
All district staff will receive yearly Title IX training, and 
Title IX policies and procedures are available on ftsd.org.  
To view them, select the menu and go to departments.  
Expand Federal Programs then scroll down to Title IX.  
Please reach out to the Title IX Coordinator if you have 
any questions.7-12 SCHOOL COUNSELING NEWS 
 
Second semester started January 19th. This means that 
grades for 1st semester have been finalized.  If your student 
has been struggling in a particular class, tutoring services 
are available.  Our National Honors Society members have 
been wonderful at providing academic assistance for kids 
who need academic support. If you are interested in receiv-
ing peer tutoring please use this link to complete the tutor-
ing form - https://forms.gle/rAK44QkNguFHg4mZA.  
Complete the form each week by Thursday for tutoring the 
following week.   

Career Planning MCIS:   

Find out more about college, financial aid, occupations, 
military options and complete interest inventories.  MCIS 
is a great tool to use for you and your child in order to 

make informed decisions about the future.  You can login 
at www.mtcis.intocareers.org.  The username is french-
townhs and the password is plan7ing.  After you log in you 
can create a portfolio with your own username and pass-
word so you can save your results.  Many of our students 
already have their own account. 

Testing 

Anyone wishing to take the ACT should visit act.org to 
check dates, prices and to register.If you would like to take 
the SAT, please visit collegereadiness.collegeboard.org. 

All juniors will be taking the ACT free of charge at 
Frenchtown High School on March 23rd  during the school 
day.  If you have questions please contact Mrs. Terzo, 
bethterzo@ftbroncs.org 
 
The Pre-ACT will be given to students all sophomores 
March 24th for free, during the school day 
.   
Scholarships 
Students attending MSU need to have their MSU Premier 
Scholarship in by February 1st, 2020. 
 
The MUS Honors Scholarship application is open.  You are 
able to register online at www.mus.edu/scholarships.  The 
application is completed online.  Once complete, you must 
print the application, get counselor signatures, and mail the 
application.  It must be postmarked by March 15th!  All 
seniors have been given an informational sheet for this 
scholarship.   

Weekend Food                                                                
The Missoula Food bank continues to offer a weekend food 
program at Frenchtown High School.  The EmPower Pack 
Program provides a bag of healthy food items for your 
child each Friday afternoon for them to eat over the week-
end.   There is no cost to the family or student, if you are 
interested in this program please contact Ms. Richardson, 
robynrichardson@ftbroncs.org. 

2021-2022 Class Registration                                         
We will be giving grade level class registration presenta-
tions for the 21-22 school year during the last two weeks of 
February. Following the presentations, students will begin 
requesting classes for the 21-22 school year through the 
Infinite Campus Portal.  If your student does not have ac-
cess to the portal, please encourage them to visit with us to 
set up their account.  The portal will be open for registra-
tion February 18th – March 5th. 

Junior Parent Night – March 3rd  at 6:00 in the high 
school gym (COVID permitting).  We will discuss infor-
mation regarding senior class registration and life after 
high school planning.  
 
8th Grade Parent Night - March 4th at 6:00 in the high 
school gym (COVID permitting).  We will discuss infor-
mation regarding freshman class registration and high 
school planning.  
Frenchtown Families --- 

We are preparing for year number three of Frenchtown 

Middle School in 2021-2022 with the 6th graders on the 

North Campus!   

 

Below you will find a general overview of how the 2021-

2022 school year will look if we are able to successfully 

move away from CoVid-19 restrictions/guidelines: 

Sixth Grade Highlights: 

The sixth grade core academic classrooms will be on 

the main floor of the FMS across from the Dis-

trict Office. 

Sixth grade lunch will be approximately from 11:00 to 

11:20 am and recess from 11:20 to 11:40 am 

separate from the 7th and 8th grade. 

Every effort will be made to try to keep the sixth grad-

ers separate from the seventh/eighth grades. 

Student schedules will be individually scheduled and 

they will not travel with the same peers for the 

2021-2022 school year. 

5th to 6th Grade Transition Meeting: 

It is time to start transitioning the current 5th graders to 

FRENCHTOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL. 

 

On Tuesday, February 9, 2021 we will be having a 

Google Meets meeting for parents and students 

to attend at 6:30 pm.  A Google Meeting link will 

be sent out to parents on Tuesday, February 9, 

2021 and posted on the school web-

site. 
I look forward to visiting with you at this transition meet-

ing! 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Aaron Griffin FMS  aarongriffin@ftbroncs.org  

Middle School Principal 

Frenchtown Schools 

aarongriffin@ftbroncs.org/626-2650 

 

From the Desk of  

Aaron Griffin 

Middle School Principal 

 

6-12 Counselors’ Corner  

Beth Terzo 

Robyn Richardson 

mailto:bethterzo@ftbroncs.org
http://ftsd.org/
https://forms.gle/rAK44QkNguFHg4mZA
http://www.mtcis.intocareers.org
http://www.mus.edu/scholarships
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Frenchtown Middle School (Enrollment) 

 

6th Grade:  99 

7th Grade:  120 

8th Grade:  118 

Total:  337 

 

Please note: 

We expect 5 – 15 students to return for third quarter 

that have been online first semester. 

As Tuesday, January 19, 2021, we have no active 

CoVid-19 cases at Frenchtown Middle School.  

We know this can change quickly.   

Moving forward with changes:   
We will start letting students move classes in co-

horts on Tuesday, January 19, 2021 --- Teachers 
must have an accurate seating chart plan in eve-
ry core classroom/cleaning wipe down between 
classes. 

8th Graders to stay in the Commons until 8:10 --- we 
will start this on Monday, January 25, 2021 if all 
goes well with the classes moving the prior 
week. 

Parent-Teacher Conference Information 

 

 School will be released at 12:30 pm on both Wednes-

day-Thursday, March 3-4, 2021. 

 There will be no school on Friday, March 5, 2021. 

At this time we are working on a game plan/system 
to support families for conferences. 

Calendar Changes (reminders) 

Early Out –12:30 pm release Thursday, February 11, 

2021 --- 12:30 pm release 

Friday, February 12, 2021 --- Full Day of School 

No School on Monday, February 15 (President’s 

Day\) 

MSGBB starts on Tuesday, February 16, 2021 

MS Wrestling starts on Monday, March 8, 2021 

(Tentative) 

Facemasks/Gaiters:   Please remind your son/daughter 

this is a daily expectation for the 2020-2021 school year to 

bring/wear a facemask at school.  PLEASE DO NOT LET 

STUDENTS WEAR FACEMASKS/GAITERS TO 

SCHOOL WITH HOLES IN THE MOUTH/NOSE AR-

EA.   Gaiters that are a couple months old need to be 

replaced, students are having difficulty keeping them 

over their nose and on their faces!  Parents—please help 

us with this!  I anticipate Missoula County Public 

Health requiring face masks for the remainder of the 

academic year in schools. 

 

National Honor Society students will begin tutoring vir-

tually!  

Tutoring will take place after school on Mondays, Tues-

days and Wednesdays (unless those are school holidays).  

Students in grades 3-12 will request a tutoring spot using 

this google form: https://forms.gle/

WVmmNgwg3Jx6Vz757.    

Tutors will use Google Meets for the tutoring session.  

Student FTBRONC emails will be the primary form of 

communication between students and tutors.  After com-

pleting the form, students will be notified of their finalized 

tutoring time.  Please complete the form by Thursday at 

noon to receive tutoring the following week.  

Ski Trips   

All SKI TRIPS for the 2020-2021 school year have 

been cancelled!   

We will resume the ski trip field trips in 2021-2022! 

Frenchtown Middle School 
2020-2021 
Helpful Tips for Parents/Guardians 
 
Frenchtown Middle School reminders for the second se-
mester!   
 
Below are some very important tips for parents/guardians 
from the Student/Parent Handbook. 
 
After School Arrangements – (1) If you and your child 
have communicated after-school arrangements, the office 
does not need to know about these ar r angements.  Ex-
ample:  if a parent/guardian conveyed to their child they 
will pick them up after school and they will not be riding 
the bus, the office does not need to know.  (2) Last minute 
after school changes must be communicated to the office 
by 2:00 p.m.   We will have more flexibility with after 
school arrangement/communication as we are asking 
our community to help transport students to and from 
school on a regular basis this academic year. 
 

Attendance - When you know your child is going to be 

absent, please call the Frenchtown Middle School office at 

(406) 626-2650 to report the absence and reason for the 

absence (appointment, taking the day off, sick).  The of-

fice has voice mail 24/7.  Whether your child is attending 

school on-line or on-site, you are expected to call the of-

fice when your child is sick or will not be attending 

school.   

Sick Children – During the 2020-2021 school year, 
FTSD is asking parents and students to monitor them-
selves closely and on a daily basis.  If a child is not feeling 
well/has a fever, please keep them home for the safety and 
well-being of our students, staff, and community at 
Frenchtown Schools. 

Backpacks – Backpacks will be allowed in classrooms 
this academic year.  
  
Bus Notes – By school board policy, we do not transport 

children to friend’s houses.  School bus transportation is 

limited to the safe transportation of students to and from 

their homes, daycare providers for younger students, and 

school sponsored events such as team sports and field 

trips.  All transportation requests must be submitted to the 

office by 2:00 p.m.  Bus drivers will not accept notes writ-

ten by parent/guardian.  Please limit these requests this 

academic year!  It is extremely important that we keep 

our bus routes safe and not over-crowed with students. 

Cell Phones – Each grade level team will have a cell 

phone collection policy at the beginning of the academic 

day for each homeroom.  Students should not have their 

cell phones in clothing or backpacks.  Cell phones are not 

to be used at lunch/recess.  We will allow students to 

come to the office and use cell phones/call parents during 

the academic day.  If you need to talk to your student, 

please call the Middle School Office at 626-2650. 

Daily Announcements - The announcements (“Bronc 
Com”) are posted daily on the website.   

www.ftsd.org 
Our Schools 
Middle School 
Bronc Com (second one down on the left side) 
Click on the PDF file 
Click Open 
OK 

Infinite Campus Parent Portal - If you want to keep 

abreast of your child’s academic progress and have not 

signed up for the Infinite Campus Parent/Student Portal, 

please contact the office for the instructions.  As a parent, 

you can access all of your children’s information once you 

have signed in. 

Lockers - We will not assign academic or athletic lockers 

to start the school year. 

Lunch Recess – No food or drink outside.  Students are to 

stay within the recess boundaries – lawn area outside the 

middle school, and basketball court.  Snowball throwing is 

prohibited. No tackle football/snow balls throwing is al-

lowed at recess. 

Medication – If your child must take medication of any 

kind during school hours, a parent/guardian must: 

 Fill out and return to the office a “Permission for 

Prescribed and Over-the-Counter Medication” form.  
This “blue” form is located in the office. 

 All medication, in its original bottle and with the 
prescription information on it, must be delivered directly 
to the office by the parent/guardian and will be kept in the 
office. 

 Medications may not be transported back and forth 

on the bus. 
Any remaining medication left in a container must be 
picked up by the parent.  If not picked up by the 
parent/guardian, it will be disposed of. 

Physical Education (PE) – No food, drink, gum, per-
fume, or aerosols in the gym/locker room.    No jewelry is 
to be worn.  A student is allowed one parent excuse note 
per quarter to sit out of a PE class.  Thereafter, a student 
must have a provider /doctor ’s note and it must be turned 
in to the office.  If a student has had activity restrictions 
from a provider/doctor, a release back into gym will be 
required and must be turned in to the office.  NO Middle 
School student will have an athletic locker.  All PE will be 
done outside, as much as possible, this academic year. 

Removal of Student During School Day - According to 

https://forms.gle/WVmmNgwg3Jx6Vz757
https://forms.gle/WVmmNgwg3Jx6Vz757
https://forms.gle/WVmmNgwg3Jx6Vz757
https://forms.gle/WVmmNgwg3Jx6Vz757
http://www.ftsd.org
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School Board Policy 3440P, if you need your child to be 

picked up by someone other than yourself (parent/

guardian), please notify the office in writing of who will be 

picking up and signing out your child during the school 

day.  A child’s emergency contact may not check out a 

child without child’s parent/guardian giving the office prior 

approval.  For the safety of your child, this rule is enforced!  

We will allow parents to call the office and come to the 

main Middle School Office door and we will bring the sign

-out sheet to you.  

School Supplies - Please send students with limited school 

supplies to this academic year.  Please replenish/get sup-

plies on an as needed basis. 

Sports Forms – All students participating in Middle 
School sports must have the following form on file in the 
Middle School office before par ticipating in any spor t 
in the Middle School: 

A current sports physical – must be conducted 
AFTER May 1, 2020.  The sports physical 
must be turned in to the Middle School 
office and not uploaded to Dragonfly. 

NEW 2020-2021! – The following two docu-
ments (Student-Athlete & Parent/Legal 
Guardian Concussion Statement (one per 
year) AND Athletic Parent Permission Form 
(one per year – covers all sports) must be 
done on-line at Dragonfly: 

Download the DragonFly Max app 
from the App Store or Google 
Play.  Or visit dragonflymax.com 
and click ‘Log In/Sign up’ to get 
started. 

Tap ‘Get Started’ and ‘Sign Up for 
Free’ then follow the prompts to 
create your Parent account with 
your own email address.  Note: 
Please do not create an account 
with your child’s name or contact 
information – you will get the 
chance to add your child.   

Verify your account with the verifica-
tion ID sent to your email address.  

Tap ‘Connect to your school’ to select 
‘Parent’ as your role and search 
for your child’s school 
(Frenchtown 6-8).  

After selecting your child’s school, tap 
‘Join’ to request access.  An ad-
ministrator at your school will 
approve your request.   

Tap ‘Set up your children’ and follow 
the prompts to add your kid(s) and 
fill out their participation forms.  

A one-time $30.00 participation fee per student 
may be paid on RevTrack (www.ftsd.org on 
the left side of the main page) or paid in the 
Middle School office.  This fee covers all 
activities, and provides a pass to all High 
School and Middle School athletic events.   

 
Staff Email - When emailing a school staff member, re-

member to put “Go Broncs,” in the subject line.  This as-

sures the email will go through the district’s SPAM filter to 

the correct staff member.  Ex:  aarongriffin@ftbroncs.org   

--- Be sure to put Go Broncs in the subject line. 

Middle School Boys Basketball:  Never  stop BE-
LIEVING...is how the song goes! MS Boy's BB was 
supposed to start in October. After a huge delay the 
season is finally underway! Next up MS Girl's BB and 
MS Wrestling! #834sports #FMSproud 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAP Testing 
Winter MAP testing kicked off in the middle of January for 
students grades K-5 and will be running until the middle of 
February. This data will really help our teachers to see how 
our students are performing and allow for us to track 
growth throughout the school year.  

Knitting Club 
Knitting Club is fun for all and has really been great for 
students to learn a new skill. Students twice a week are 
learning about knitting. Often around the school you will 
find students using any spare time they have to work on 
their knitting skills. Thanks Mrs. Long for keeping the love 
of learning new skills alive and well! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Getting Ready For Smarter Balanced 
Testing and the Multi-State Alternate As-

sessment (MSAA)  
 

Frenchtown School District is working hard 
to get students ready for the Montana Smart-
er Balanced State Assessments. Logins have 
been created for each teacher and over the 
course of the next month Mr. Devins will be 
making his way around the district getting 
all teachers setup to take the training to ad-
minister the Smarter Balanced Assessment. 
The office of public instruction will be 
providing us with further information re-
garding testing in the next couple of months.  

 

 
 
 

From the Desk of  

Riley Devins 

Intermediate Principal 

http://www.ftsd.org
mailto:aarongriffin@ftbroncs.org
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Frenchtown All Staff Step Challenge Kicked Off Janu-
ary 11, 2021 
 
The Frenchtown Step Challenge kicked off on January 11, 
2021. This challenge is giving teachers the opportunity to 
participate in a 10-week district wide fitness activity for 
staff. All staff that are participating will log their steps 
weekly and have opportunities to win awards and prizes 
throughout the duration of the event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Structured Typing Times in 5th Grade  
 
5th grade has established three blocks of time each week 
that are dedicated directly to typing instruction. With the 
amount that we use computers throughout the district, a 
large focus has been put on typing mechanics and giving 
students ample amount of time to practice their typing 
skills. Type to Learn has been a fun, interactive program 
that has helped to get kids familiar with using the home 
row, appropriate finger placement, and finger usage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science Adoption Meetings   
 
New Science curriculum will be adopted for the 2021-2022 
school year. The Science Curriculum Adoption Committee 
had its first meeting before the holiday break. This meeting 
was to introduce everyone to the committee and to estab-
lish the adoption process for the months ahead. It was also 
a great opportunity to get textbooks and resources in teach-
er’s hands before the holiday break. January through 
March, meetings will occur to continue the process, adopt 

a text, and write a document for each grade/class/building. 
It was great to have teachers vertically working together.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Building Is What We Do In 4th Grade! 
Hands on learning is the best! 4th grade students learning 
about architecture and building structures that are earth-
quake proof! Students worked together and collaborated on 
designing structures that could hold weighted objects while 
being a minimum of 12 inches in height. Nice job 4th grad-
ers! 

Colonial Job Fair in 5th Grade 
Colonial Job Fair in 5th grade! This was a great opportuni-
ty for students to practice their research and presenting 
skills while learning about jobs from the past. Nice job 5th 
grade student at rocking out some research projects and 
presenting to peers. 

Watersheds with Ms. Luhnow 
Ms. Luhnow's homeroom class did a fun project to identify 
watersheds and how water interacts with the environment. 
Students had great visuals of how water moves across our 
landscapes.  

How Seeds Fall 
Enrichment built different gliders that represented how 
seeds fall. This project really gave students a live example 
of what is happening out in nature. The application of this 
project was fun and Mrs. Normand did a great job of taking 
kids through this learning process. Great job Dalene!   

Online Learning Update from Owen 
Since the last time I wrote an article, the connectivity is-
sues for online learning have been resolved and classes 
have switched around a little as well. Now for math, Eng-
lish and science, the teachers teach the online learners and 
the in person kids separately. Now I can understand the 
teacher much better which makes school much more enjoy-
able. But one thing that still is a struggle for me is the iso-
lation from my friends. I am an only child so I don’t have a 
brother or sister to play or talk with.  Thankfully another 
online student reached out to me. 
It started out as him asking me if I wanted to play wiffle 
ball. I said yes. When we were e-mailing each other he said 
he liked Minecraft.  I like Minecraft too. In case you didn’t 
know, Minecraft is a video game which is kid friendly and 
popular. So I asked if he would like to play Minecraft some 
time and he said sure. We started playing in the morning 
before school starts. But I could rarely connect to his 
Minecraft worlds because he has slow internet. Right now 
he and I are working on three projects including a prison 
escape, castle crashers, and beach wars. I am so happy that 
I found a way to connect with another online learner by 
playing Minecraft. It is very fun to play with him! 
We also were able to meet up in real life. We met two 
weeks ago at the Nine Mile Ranger Station and followed 
him and his dad to Kreis Pond. Then we arrived and he and 
I got out and went to the pond. We wanted to fish but the 
pond was frozen over.  So, we whacked the ice to see if it 
would break but it didn’t. It was fun! We mostly just 
walked and talked. Our masks were getting wet because of 
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all the talking we were doing! So we just mostly talked 
and hiked around the pond.  His dad made a fire.  Towards 
the end we hit some mushy apples with sticks. I had a 
wonderful time seeing and playing with him. I hope we 
are able to do it again soon!   
Photos below: (I’m the one on the left) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello Everyone! Happy “LOVE” Month. As 
always, I hope this finds all of you doing amazingly well.  
February is I Love to Read Month, we will be having a 
few events wrapped around reading.  This would be a 
good time to buy a book for your child’s classroom teach-
er, one they could put into their classroom library or one 
they could personally read.  Books are great, let's share 
some good titles.   

This year we are not hosting our regular Child 
Find, we will conduct the screening on an as needed basis. 
  This is a screening for potential developmental delays for 
children from birth through 5 years of age residing in the 
Frenchtown School District.  Screening is conducted in the 
areas of speech and language, hearing, vision, knowledge 
and reasoning, and fine and gross motor skills. The assess-
ment is comprehensive and typically takes 60-90 minutes. 
If you have any concerns regarding potential delays in 
these developmental areas, please feel free to call the Ele-
mentary Office to schedule an appointment or ask ques-
tions about the screening. 406.626.2620.   

Have a wonderful month. Please let us know 
how we can best support you and your child.  Take 
GREAT care.  
 
 
Jodi Hall 
K-3 Elementary Principal 
406-626-2620 
jodihall@ftbroncs.org  

Counselor Corner Miss America aka Mrs. Amy Griffin 
At the close of 2020, Mr. Duhame and the counseling 
department worked together to provide students and fami-
lies with presents for the holidays.  We were lucky enough 
to receive $1000 from the Frenchtown Ward of the Church 
of Latter Day Saints.  This gift afforded us the opportunity 
to create food baskets for all holiday gift recipients.  Ms. 
Luth and Mrs. America, together with some 6-8 grade 
students, put the baskets together for the families.  A very 
special thank you to the Frenchtown Morman Church.   
Our students are learning and practicing all about Empathy 
and Compassion in Action.  Students in the K-1 are learn-
ing to read emotions of people by watching eyebrows: the 

true-teller of emotions.  It's proving extra difficult with our 
masks but our little ones are becoming masters all while 
learning different feeling words.  We are also putting our 
compassion into action by practicing acts of kindness.  
Our students have also learned about the brain and how 
powerful our amygdala is at alerting us about our feelings 
as well as the importance of the frontal lobe.  In the 2-3 
classrooms, students are also learning about their brain 
and just beginning to explore the power of mindset.  With-
out a doubt, our students are forging ahead in learning so 
much about themselves and how to build up their coping 
strategies.   
 
MAP Testing January 11- February 26 
Students  learn better—and faster—when teachers have a 
clear picture of what each child knows and what they are 
ready to learn next. MAP is an adaptive assessment, which 
means the test  reacts to each of the student’s answers, 
personalized to measure the needs of every student at their 
grade level. 

 If the student answers a question correctly, the test 

follows up with a more 
challenging question. 
 

 If the student an-
swers incorrectly, the 
test follows up with an 
easier question. 
 
  
Access to an adaptive summative test allows and supports 
teacher differentiation and guides instruction for each 
individual student. 
  
SBAC testing March 15- May 31 
Follow the link to learn more about Smarter Balanced 
Assessment: 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/parents/Kindergarten 
News                     Current happenings in the kindergarten 
wing: 

 This month in Miss Lueb-
ke’s class we took ad-
vantage of the nature trail 
and the beautiful weather! 
We’ll also be talking about 
Martin Luther King, the 
impact he had, and how to 
spread peace and kindness! 

 This month in Ms. 
Geaudry’s class we rang in 
the new year with new 
years goals and working on name practice!  

 This month in Mrs. Kurpius’ class we are going to 
study polar bears and animal habitats! We will also 
learn about MLK and how they make video games! 

 This month in Miss Juden’s class we learned about 
coding and how it works. We even were able to se-
quence paths for each other, play with robots, and 
code our names! 

 This month in Mrs. Musso’s class we read the book 
The Mitten, made our own mittens, and counted how 
many bears fit in them! 

 This month in Mrs. Lande’s class we are working on 
accurate counting of objects, letter recognition, and 
number printing while learning about winter, water, 
Antarctica and the Arctic 

 In kindergarten we’ve also been learning our sight 
words to become better readers!  

 We are working on subtraction, 
addition, and teen numbers in 
math! 

 We’ve been writing lots and 
are starting to sound out words 

mailto:jodihall@ftbroncs.org
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/parents/
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1st Grade News 

This school year is flying by! It 
was nice to welcome the stu-
dent’s back from the holiday 
break and hear the exciting 
stories from each of them. Here 
in Ms. Petersen’s first grade, 
we are practicing counting to 

120 by tens, fives, and ones. 
The students are making 
great progress! This is a 
hard working bunch of kids. 
We are also practicing add-
ing and subtracting tens and 
ones and getting to double 
digit addition and subtrac-
tion. The students are be-
coming more fluent readers. 
Reading can be a challeng-

ing task and I am so happy 
with the work and effort that 
these students put into it. 
They are breaking words 
apart and learning pattern 
sounds to become better 
readers. The first graders are 
also learning a variety of 
social studies topics through 
the stories that they read each 
week. It is fun to see their 

excitement. The students are learning a great deal in their 
specialty classes such as library, PE, music, and art. I am 
grateful to have such a great class with supportive and 
helpful families. Thank you to all the families who have 
worked hard in preparing your First Grader in becoming 
successful students! Have a great 2021! 

2nd Grade News 

In second grade, we 
have a number of ex-
citing things coming 
up. In reading, we will 
be having guest readers 
later this month to 

share the books Officer 
Buckle and Mr. Tanen’s Tie 
Trouble with students. To 
celebrate I Love to Read 
Month, there will be an epic 
Battle of the Books to pick 
our most beloved children’s 
books. In math, the students 
have had a great time learn-
ing to measure using all dif-
ferent units and turning that 
data into line plots. Soon we 
will be starting double digit 
subtraction with regrouping. 

In writing, students have 
been practicing opinion 
writing and developing 
their ideas into para-
graphs. We’ve loved our 
recent trips to the green-
house to learn more 
about fish, including 
some science journaling. 
Lastly, we’ve been en-
joying the advantages of 
having Chromebooks for 
every student in the 
classroom. They’ve 
opened up more opportunities to integrate technology into 
the classroom and the use of even more interactive learning 
tools!  

 
 
3rd Grade News 
Our third graders have shown great progress during the 1st 
half of the school year!  It’s been inspiring to see the kids 
perform so well both academically and socially while 
adapting to all the changes that are in place to keep every-
one safe.  Our online learners are also showing a strong 
work ethic by utilizing Google Classroom, Live Zoom 
instruction, and various other online resources. 
In English Language Arts, we have completed a book 
study of Polar Express which has been an annual tradition 
right before the winter break.  By utilizing the Daily 5 as a 
framework, the 3rd graders have benefited from whole 
group, small group, and individual lessons to build reading 
fluency and comprehension.  Our focus in writing during 
the 2nd quarter was Opinion Writing.  The students wrote 
multiple opinion essays during the quarter and they turned 
out great!   
During math, the second quarter has provided opportunities 
to reinforce place value and addition/subtraction with re-
grouping.  We have also explored fractions, measurement, 
clocks, and elapsed time during December and January. 
In social studies we are just wrapping up our study of com-
munities, landforms, and natural resources found in the 
United States and beyond.  During science, we just finished 
our study of rocks, volcanoes, earthquakes, and erosion.    
It’s hard to believe that we are halfway through the school 
year already.  The 3rd grade team looks forward to keeping 
the momentum going during the 2nd half! 
 
-Mr. Gyapay, Mr. DiFulgentis, Mrs. Hoskinson, Ms. 
Burklund, and Ms. Reed.  

Music Department News from Mrs. Blass 

Our start to our school year in music was very interesting, 
fun, and challenging.  For the first 2 months we taught 
music in the parking lots, halling instruments, sound equip-
ment and chairs to an outdoor classroom.  We were de-
lighted once again use our music rooms with several sani-
tary procedures in place.  I have to say we have done very 
well keeping our kids safe .  We when our administrators 
said we could took on the challenge of still holding a Win-
ter program filming all 30  classes with the help of the H.S. 
digital academy.  Parents were able to still enjoy a holiday 
performance. After finishing our winter program in grades 
K-5 we are at it again and making great music.  I always 
look forward to January as a time to get to teach and settle 
into more music lessons 

Students in music class are learning about the 4 musical 
instrument families of the orchestra.  1st graders are listen-
ing to Sergei Prokoviev's, Peter and the Wolf. They watch 
the Vancouver Symphony orchestra play it, then watch the 
ballet performance with student dancers performer in the 
Gunther Theatre Peace Center.  1st graders will end this 
unit by their own performance of Peter in the Wolf portray-
ing the characters of the bird, duck , cat, grandfather, Pe-
ter, and the hunters. 

Mrs. Blass is so excited to have Natalie Bova, a former 
Frenchtown graduate, work with her classes as a student 
teacher in general music in the afternoon. 
Pre-K and 1st grade have been working hard on their 
rhythm patterns and 2nd grade has started the concept for 
improvising 4 beat patterns. 
After talking to colleagues around our area we are so grate-
ful to work in a school district where we can still have 
music classes in a safe environment!!! Many schools are 
not even allowed to sing with their masks on. Music is 

alive and well in 
Frenchtown!!! 
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PTSA 

 

Frenchtown PTSA News PTSA Meeting  

Our next PTSA meeting is Tuesday February 

2nd at 4:30 pm at Old Bull Brewing in 

Frenchtown. Please come and join us and sup-

port our kids and the local business communi-

ty.  

 

AmazonSmile Program (An Easy Way to Sup-

registered Frenchtown Elementary and Inter-

mediate schools for an Amazon Smile account 

to continue the support of our kids through 

your day to day purchases from Amazon. 

Please follow the instructions below to regis-

ter so we can start seeing the benefits of shop-

ping online:  

1. Sign in to smile.amazon.com on your 

desktop or mobile phone browser. 

2. From your desktop, go to Your Account 

from the navigation at the top of any 

page, and then select the option to Change 

your Charity. Or, from your mobile brows-

er, select Change your Charity from the 

options at the bottom of the page.  

3. Select a new charitable organization to 

support.  

4.  Search for 5587 Frenchtown PTSA For 

more information about the AmazonSmile 

program, go to http://smile.amazon.com/about.  
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Frenchtown School District Newsletter  
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road  

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Middle School Office           406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office         406-626-2610 

We’re on the   Web! 

www.ftsd.org 
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