
 

 

 

 

February 1, 2021 ● District Newsletter 

In this Issue 

● Racist Graffiti 
● Blog/District Policies/SurveyWorks 
● Tutoring Opportunity 
● K Registration 
● Annual Asbestos Notice 
● District Improvement Report 
● School Calendar 
● Update:  Boyle Athletic Complex 
● Budget Update 
● Elementary Renovations Update 
● Spotlight:  Athletics 

 

Important Dates 

● 2/1  - Building Comm. Mtg. 3:30pm 
● 2/1 - Budget Workshop 5:30pm 
● 2/1 - School Committee Mtg. 6:30pm 
● 2/15-19 - School Vacation Week 
● 2/22 - School Committee Mtg. 

 

Connect with Us 
Judy Paolucci, Superintendent *  231-6606 
jpaolucci@smithfield-ps.org 
www.smithfield-ps.org, 
http://judypaolucci.edublogs.org/ 

  District Twitter feed 

  Judy Paolucci’s Twitter feed 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
Remember when Valentine’s Day 
had nothing to do with romance?  It 
was, instead, a time to distribute 
little cards to classmates, eat 
candy, and express our affection 
to friends and family. Let’s all 
help our students find that same, 
simple joy in this “Hallmark” 
holiday. Enjoy your Valentine’s Day and every other day of this winter 
season! 
                                                                                   ~Judy Paolucci 

 

Racist Graffiti Makes a Mark on Smithfield 
This past month, local residents reported racist graffiti on the 
Stillwater Scenic Trail.  Soon afterwards, police arrested three local 
youths and charged them with malicious damage and conspiracy. 
The Department of Public Works quickly worked to remove the 
graffiti and local officials have condemned the behavior of these 
individuals. 
 

Some acts of racism may be subtle, while others are explicit; all are 
unacceptable. Over the past few years, the school department has 
taken a number of steps, many of which are proactive, rather than 
simply reactive, to address bigoted speech and behavior.  We have 
engaged the Anti-Defamation League to build leadership at the 
student level to combat hate and prejudice. Our assistant 
superintendent is applying a systematic and research-based review 
of curriculum materials to ensure unbiased and equity-based 
content.  
 

We will continue to employ measures that contribute towards setting 
the tone for students positively interacting and collaborating together 
each day.  While our actions, alone, can never be enough to 
overcome the negative forces that have brought us to this point in 
time, combined with the efforts of our families and town, we can 
positively affect change.  

mailto:jpaolucci@smithfield-ps.org
http://www.smithfield-ps.org/
http://judypaolucci.edublogs.org/
https://twitter.com/SmithfieldSchls
https://twitter.com/judypaolucci
https://www.facebook.com/smithfieldschools/


 

 

 

District Policies 
The School Committee policies are 
located on the district website under 
district info (also directly at 
https://policies.smithfield-ps.org/).  New 
or updated policies include: 

●  Professional Development 
Philosophy 

● News Media Relations/News 
Releases  

 
Blogging 
The Super Scoop blog post for January 
is titled, “On Racism and Community.” 
To access this blog, go to: 
www.judypaolucci.edublogs.org .

 
 

SurveyWorks 
SurveyWorks allows over 120,000 
Rhode Island students, families, and 
educators the opportunity to share their 
voice. The survey window for 2021 runs 
from Monday, January 18 - 
Wednesday, March 31.   
 

Family survey links are available at 
bit.ly/ridefamilysurveyworks@ride.ri.gov.  
 

We review SurveyWorks data annually 
and use this data to monitor progress on 
district goals as well as to identify areas 
of concern in our community.  Please 
help us continue to grow as a school 
district by participating in SurveyWorks.  
 

Free Tutoring Opportunity 
The RI Department of Education announced an innovative partnership 
with Sal Khan, founder of Khan Academy and Schoolhouse.world. 
Schoolhouse.world is a new online platform from Sal Khan, the 
founder of Khan Academy, that matches students around the world 
with free tutors. The tutors provide small-group math and SAT prep 
tutoring for students in grades 6-12, building on the Khan Academy 
curriculum. Rhode Island is one of two state-level partnerships 
offering this opportunity to students across the state. Registration is 
now live on the All Course Network (ACN) and students can sign up 
here on EnrollRI. There is no deadline for students to sign up, no cost 
to districts or students, and no requirement to participate. More 
information on the partnership can be found here. 

 
Kindergarten Registration 
Kindergarten registration for the 2021-2022 academic year will 
open on February 1st.  Families can use our online platform to 
register their children who will be 5 years old on or before 
September 1st.  To complete the registration process, families will 
need the following documents: original birth certificate, 
physical/immunization records, and proof of residency.  Once the 
online portion is complete, families will be contacted by the school 
secretary who will complete the registration process.  
 

Please visit the district’s registration site for additional information. 
If you have any questions as to which school your child should be 
assigned, please contact Smithfield Public Schools at 231-6606, 
ext. 8102 or email spsregistration@smithfield-ps.org 

 
Annual Asbestos Notice 
Once again, and in compliance with regulations of the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency and the Rhode Island 
Department of Health, the Smithfield School Department hereby 
notifies the PTO/PTA Presidents of each school that the school 
contains asbestos.  In its present form, however, the asbestos is in 
a stable condition and therefore does not present a health hazard 
to the children or to other persons who occupy the building.  
 

In addition to the above assurances, please be advised that the 
School Department maintenance staff have and will continue to 
inspect the building on a semi-annual basis.  By doing so, we will 
be able to assure you that the asbestos will remain in a stable 
condition. Should you have any questions regarding this matter, 
please contact me at your convenience. ~Judith Paolucci 
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District Improvement Team Report 
The District Improvement Team met on 
January 25th to review evidence of 
progress on district goals and determine 
percent completion.  Progress on all 
action steps is reported on the District 
Strategic Dashboard (see 
https://ecriss.ecragroup.com/strategy/Ho
me/Index?Dashboard=SMI000).  
 

Curriculum work continues as the PK-5 
ELA team meets this winter.  Completed 
curriculum documents, including French, 
are available on the curriculum site. 
Social studies curriculum revisions have 
begun with the support of the XQ grant 
and ongoing work with NE Basecamp. 
Math curriculum is documented through 
Algebra II and secondary ELA curriculum 
work is ongoing.  Responsive Classroom 
training and work with the Anti- 
Defamation League are helping us to 
meet students’ social-emotional needs. 
Improvements to virtual option programs 
continue with the addition of 2 tutors.  
 

Professional development on the 
effective use of technology has included 
Google Meet, IXL, weVideo, and 
SeeSaw. Work with Instruction Partners 
has focused on using technology in 
secondary math and BetterLesson has 
provided training on assessments and 
engaging learning experiences. The 
development of a new Acceptable Use 
policy is nearly complete. Progress on 
the elementary building renovations is 
reported separately.  
 

The group noted that the pandemic has 
diverted attention from other areas. 
Partnerships are difficult to develop 
without meeting in person.  
 

The team will meet again on May 24th. 
Anyone interested in joining the DIT 
should contact Lisa Petrone, 
lpetrone@smithfield-ps.org. 

2021-2022 School Calendar 
Each year, the School Committee approves a school calendar for 
the following school year.  This two-step process includes a first 
reading followed by approval at the next meeting.  On February 
1st, the first reading of the calendar will consider the following: 

 
This calendar considers the statewide calendar, proposed by 
RIDE, ensures contractual provisions, and provides for a 180-day, 
in-person school year for our students. Last, due to the building 
project, a later start is recommended to enable time to complete 
the project and move furniture.  The approval will take place on 
February 22nd.  Anyone with questions or concerns about the 
calendar should reach out to a School Committee member or 
administrator. 

February 2021 www.smithfield-ps.org page 3 

https://ecriss.ecragroup.com/strategy/Home/Index?Dashboard=SMI000
https://ecriss.ecragroup.com/strategy/Home/Index?Dashboard=SMI000
http://www.smithfield-ps.org/


 

 

 

Be a Parent, not a Bartender! 
 

The REAL costs of providing alcohol 
to a minor 

● Fines up to $1000, if convicted 
● Imprisonment of up to 6 

months, if convicted 
● Possible civil lawsuit if a 

person is injured or killed by a 
guest 

● Increased chance of risky 
behavior the could result in 
serious injury, risky sexual 
activity, or worse 

● Possibility or criminal or 
juvenile record that may 
jeopardize a young person’s 
future for college and career. 

 

Don’t be a party to underage 
drinking; the cost can be 
much worse than money! 
Even your pets are watching! 
 

 

Budget Update (see also, finance page of website) 
The FY22 budget development process is underway.  A draft 
budget will be shared with the School Committee at the first budget 
workshop, planned for February 1, 2021 at 5:30pm. Since staffing 
and associated benefits represent the highest costs for the district, 
the first budget workshop focuses on staffing.  
 

Due to a large class of students moving from GMS to SHS, we are 
recommending a reduction of two positions at GMS and an 
increase of 1 position at SHS.  Additionally, French will be fully 
phased out at the middle school, due to low enrollments. Students 
are able to take French at SHS.  The reduction of 1 nurse and 2 
paraprofessional positions stem from the combining of Winsor and 
McCabe elementary schools. 
 

The draft budget to be shared on February 1st totals approximately 
$40,700,000, which is about $900,000 or 2.25% above the FY21 
adopted budget. State aid is estimated to increase significantly, 
however, estimates can change dramatically from winter to spring. 
If we can eliminate the need to use any part of our fund balance for 
the FY22 budget, we can, instead, rely on the fund balance if state 
aid is reduced unexpectedly. Since we know that the town will be 
paying down on the school bond, our goal is to request less than a 
2% increase in the town appropriation. Between the first and 
second budget workshops, we continue to refine the budget 
further, looking for savings wherever possible.  Additional savings 
may also allow us to invest in areas that have been identified by 
the strategic planning process as needs.  A “wishlist” will also be 
shared with the School Committee at the meeting on February 1st. 
 

Those interested in attending the budget workshop can attend 
virtually through this link:  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/695596197 

You can also dial in using your phone. 

United States (Toll Free):  1 877 309 2073 

Access Code:  695-596-197 

Additionally, slides and other documents will be posted to the 
district’s finance page.  The second budget workshop will take 
place on February 22nd at 5:30pm.  The School Committee will 
vote on the FY22 budget at its March 1st meeting before the 
budget is handed off to the town manager and will be reviewed 
through the town’s new budget process.  
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Elementary Construction Update 
Old County reached a significant 
milestone with structural steel erection at 
90% complete. Once finished, concrete 
slabs will be poured to form the base of 
the new addition, with metal framing 
following soon after. Civil work, including 
new sanitary lines and cleanouts, have 
also been completed. 
 

At LaPerche (top right), crews have been 
working on making the building 
weathertight so that interior work can 
begin in earnest. The air vapor barrier, 
roof work, and light gauge metal framing 
are all substantially complete, with the 
rough-ins of electrical, mechanical, and 
plumbing finished as well. The interior 
will soon take shape as doors, windows, 
and interior walls will be completed in 
upcoming weeks. 
  
At McCabe (right center and bottom), 
masons have begun installing the brick 
veneer that will aesthetically tie the new 
buildings into the existing school. The 
addition’s interior and exterior framing is 
nearing completion, which will be 
followed by MEP rough-ins and roof 
work. Major pieces of HVAC equipment, 
such as the air handlers for the new 
gym, have been set in place as well. 
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This Month’s Spotlight:  Athletics 
 

The fall 2020 athletic season was like none we have ever seen before, with the challenges presented by 
Covid-19. Sentinel teams rose to the occasion and recorded amazing team and individual accomplishments. 
 

Coach Sam Perry’s girls tennis 
team compiled a regular season 
record of 4-2 en route to a #5 
seed in the RIIL Division II 
Playoffs and ultimately a State 
Championship. In the 
quarterfinals they beat #4 seed 
Mt. Hope followed by a semifinal 
victory over #1 seed Portsmouth. 
In the finals they faced off 
against the #6 seed Narragansett 
where they took the crown by a 
score of 4-1. Team members 
Erica Botehlo, Amara Devine 
and the doubles team of 
Madison Bettencourt and 
Ashley Gagner all qualified for 
the individual division qualifiers, 
with Botelho advancing to the State Open tournament.  
 

The boys cross country team, under the tutelage of Coach Joe Bennett, amassed an 11-1 dual meet record, 
good for 2nd place in the Northern Division, propelling them to a RIIL Class C Championship. Freshman Jason 
Padula won an individual state championship by besting the field by 21 seconds at the RIIL Freshman 

Championship.  
 

In addition, the girls cross country team 
finished with an 11-1 dual meet record, 
for 2nd in the Northern Division, while 
the girls soccer team qualified for the 
RIIL Division I Playoffs and advanced 
to the semifinals before bowing out. 
 

At press time, winter sports had begun 
tryouts and practices and were awaiting 
word from the Governor and her 

taskforce for a date when competition will be allowed. We are looking forward to another successful winter 
season. 
 

Photos: 
1. Members of the RIIL Division II State Champion girls tennis team. 
2. The boys cross team take off at the Class Meet en route to a Class C Championship 
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