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1-8-2021 
Community High School District 117 Staff and Families, 
 
There are many issues in America that currently have people upset and frustrated. Since March of 2020,                 
we all continue to battle a pandemic that has so negatively impacted everyone's lives on so many different                  
levels.  
This week’s events at our nation’s Capitol may add additional stress, confusion, and frustration to our                
own lives and certainly, our students will have questions. Our youth are watching and learning from the                 
adults in their world, through the news and social media some of which may not be accurate. Educators                  
must tread a fine line between not expressing their own political stance with students while answering                
their questions or facilitating engaging current events discussions. We all have the opportunity to have               
conversations with our students and to provide context to their questions. I would encourage you to take                 
advantage of "teachable moments" in the days and weeks ahead. Equally important is to model and                
convey to our students that violence is not the answer to any of these challenges. 
District 117 Educators understand their obligation is to remain unbiased for our students. Moreover, our               
responsibility is to equip our students with the skills and capacity to analyze and synthesize information                
while supporting students as they attempt to find truth and meaning during their learning.  
 
In-Person learning update: 
The District’s phased approach to returning to teacher-led in-person learning has already begun, students              
with the highest needs will return to class on Monday, January 11. As previously communicated, the                
District will also begin to phase more students into its schools starting Monday. This phased approach                
will begin with Student Group C returning to in-school learning. Groups will be assigned to large,                
socially distanced spaces, and be supervised by the school administration. The next phase is a return to                 
teacher-led in-person learning in the coming weeks. The District will provide more specific information              
next week. 
We all understand that it is critical for schools to open as safely and as quickly as possible for in-person                    
learning. To enable schools to open and remain open, it is important to correctly and consistently                
implement actions to slow the spread of the virus not only inside the school but also in the community.                   
This means that students, families, school staff, and all community members should take action to protect             
themselves and others where they live, work, and play. Disregarding or minimizing public health             
recommendations will only delay our goal to return fully to school. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Jim McKay 

Superintendent 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html

