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A MESSAGE FROM  
THE SUPERINTENDENT 

Ryan Knippelmeyer 
 
First, I would like to thank our school com-
munity for helping us successfully complete 
the 1st semester of the 2020-2021 school 
year.  This has been a year like no other, and 
we all greatly appreciate your support as we 
navigate through these uncertain times.  We 
look forward to a great 2nd semester of the 
school year!   
 
District Facilities Study:  
I would like to thank all those that were able 
to participate in our Public Meeting on De-
cember 1 to discuss our planning process to 
address potential facilities needs in the years 
ahead.  We appreciate the conversation that 
took place and the questions that were asked.  
We had 19 community members participate 
in person as well as approximately 48 com-
munity members that participated through 
Zoom.  Here is a brief overview of the work 
that is currently being done.   
 
Over the past few years the District has been 
looking at our overall facilities, both aca-
demic and athletic, and are currently work-
ing on a master facility plan that will encom-
pass the next 10-20+ years.  As you may 
remember, we did an enrollment projection 
study during the fall of 2018 to give us an 
idea of what enrollment could look like in 5-
10 years.  Based in part on that study, along 
with what we know our reality is now with 
enrollment, we are working to put together a 
plan for facilities for the future.  Information 
about this study can be found on our school 
website. 
 
Currently board members, teachers and ad-
ministrators are working the DLR Group to 
work through current facility space and what 
could be needed in the future in order to be 
able to serve additional students as our en-
rollment continues to grow.  Currently we 
are seeing our most significant growth at the 
elementary level, more specifically in grades 
PK-3rd grade.  At the present time, we are 
serving more than 300 students in our ele-
mentary school each day.  As we continue to 
see yearly growth at the elementary, we will 
need to possibly consider an adjustment to 
our programming, which could mean mov-
ing 6th grade to Murdock as a short-term 
solution to our space issues at the elementary 
building.   
 
Due to safety concerns primarily, a need that 
we see immediately is for a track and field 
complex.  As many of you know, Elmwood-
Murdock Public Schools has never had a 
track and our cross country and track athletes 
have utilized the streets in Murdock, county 
roads, and the highway to practice on over 
the past thirty years.  A track facility would 
be beneficial to not only our student-athletes, 
but also our community as well. 
 
As you know we currently have outstanding 
debt from the 2009 building renovations, as 
well as the 2012 Build America Bonds that 
were used for facility upgrades.  The original 
2009 bonds will be paid off in 2028 and the 
original 2012 Build America Bonds will be 
paid off in 2024. Both of these bonds have 
been refinanced over that past five years.  
The original 2009 bonds were refinanced in 
2012 and 2017 and the original 2012 bonds 
were refinanced in 2015 and again in 2020.  

Together, based on this refinancing, the dis-
trict has saved our tax payers over 1.3 mil-
lion dollars on the repayment of this debt.  In 
all, as of Jan. 1, 2021, we have approximate-
ly five million dollars left to be paid on these 
two bonds. 
 
As we work through this master facility plan 
process, we remain cognizant of our tax pay-
ers, especially those in the agriculture indus-
try, while also trying to set our district up for 
continued growth over the next 10-20+ 
years.  We know that construction costs are 
probably never going to get cheaper, so bal-
ancing out the needs of our district, students, 
and families is a priority and we continue to 
assess both our short-term and long-term 
needs for the future. 
 
Global Plasma Solutions – Bipolar Ioniza-
tion Technology  
In August 2020, our school district invested 
in Global Plasma Solutions – Bipolar Ioniza-
tion Technology to support in providing a 
healthy learning environment, not only dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, but for many 
years to come.  These devices are connected 
to individual air handler units and disperse 
ions into the air as it circulates around our 
buildings.  These ions help clear the air of 
particles faster. As an example, SARS-CoV-
2 (Coronavirus), after 30 minutes, test results 
indicate there’s a 99.4% reduction in active 
viral particles when using this technology.  
Bipolar Ionization also assists with clearing 
the air of dust, odors, allergens, and other 
viruses and bacteria.  We know this is not a 
cure all for any virus, but it is a positive step 
in trying to promote a safe and healthy learn-
ing environment for our students and staff. 
 
Keeping Our Students Safe – Stopping for 
School Buses: 
Nationwide there’s been very tragic inci-
dents around school bus stops.  Please be 
reminded of the following laws that pertain 
to stopping for school buses on the roadway 
(as referenced from the Nebraska Safety 
Center): 
 
Two-Lane Roadway – When the school bus 
stops for passengers, all traffic from both 
directions must stop. 
 
Two-Lane Roadway with a Center Turn-
ing Lane – When the school bus stops for 
passengers, all traffic from both directions 
must stop. 
 
Four-Lane Roadway without a Median 
Separation – When the school bus stops for 
passengers, all traffic from both directions 
must stop. 
 
Divided Highway of Four Lanes or More 
with a Median Separation – When the 
school bus stops for passengers, only traffic 
traveling in the same direction as the bus 
must stop. 
 
Roadway of Four or More Lanes with a 
Continuous Center Turning Lane – When 
the school bus stops for passengers, only 
traffic traveling in the same direction as the 
bus must stop. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

JUNIOR HIGH/SENIOR HIGH 
PRINCIPAL 
Kyle Rohrig 

 
Dear Students, Parents, and Community 
Members, 
 
Welcome to the end of the first semester of 
the 2020-2021 school year. It’s an important 
time of year to reflect and be thankful for 
what our schools have been able to collec-
tively accomplish. As the new 7-12 princi-
pal, it has been my pleasure to serve the 
Elmwood-Murdock school community as 
well as be a new member of it. Our contin-
ued mission at EM High School is to em-
power all students to achieve success. For 
this portion of the winter newsletter, I’d like 
to briefly highlight the following groups of 
people. 
 
Our Students –The 7-12 students at EM have 
done a tremendous job collectively respond-
ing to the conditions in the educational envi-
ronment brought by the pandemic. I’d like to 
commend our students on all of their work, 
dedication, and resiliency during this first 
semester. This year, as in previous years, our 
students have taken their opportunities in the 
school setting and have earned excellent 
academic marks, participated on numerous 
athletic teams and activities, and have built 
positive relationships with their fellow stu-
dents, teachers, and community members. 
Our students should receive nothing but 
praise for continuing to pursue their educa-
tional opportunities in the face of difficult 
conditions that are having an impact on their 
educational experience. 
 
Our Teachers and Support Staff–The 7-12 
teaching staff at EM have kept their focus on 
the needs of our students. In recent times, 
there has never been a more challenging year 
as an educator locally or nationally. Our staff 
has taken the realities of the situation, 
adapted their teaching styles/methods, and 
delivered quality instruction on a daily basis 
to our students. Their resolve has not wa-
vered, and, in my professional judgment, our 
staff has collectively made the decision to 
keep their focus on the needs of our students 
each day. Our teachers have sacrificed much 
to continue to serve our community of learn-
ers. Their dedication to community service 
should be recognized, acknowledged, and 
appreciated. 
 
Our Community –The school community has 
been instrumental this semester in the sup-
port of the school mission. Parents, neigh-
bors, and other community members have 
shown unwavering support of our students 
and staff. The modifications and cancella-
tions of school based community events 
have certainly been a setback, however, the 
support of the community for our students 
has made this semester a rewarding one for 
our students and our staff. Thank you to eve-
ryone in our community for their involve-
ment in our schools. The communications of 
praise, support, and attendance at events 
have shown our students and staff that the 
community is continuing their dedication to 
our schools. 
 
Our Board of Education and Superintendent 
–The leadership in our school district has 
worked tirelessly to provide the safest, and 
best possible experiences for our students as 
well as necessary resources for our staff. The 
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role of our school board has certainly been 
expanded with commitments, decisions, 
hours, and complex issues that have all need-
ed more attention with the current conditions. 
Our school leaders have taken on this chal-
lenge and have kept the needs of our students 
at the forefront. Thank you to Mr. Luetchens, 
Mr. Rust, Mr. Meyer, Mrs. Frahm, Mr. 
Backemeyer, Mr. Oehlerking, and Mr. Knip-
pelmeyer for their leadership, communica-
tion, commitment, and most importantly, 
team approach to providing the framework 
for our school to operate on behalf of our 
students. 
 
I’m looking forward to the second semester 
of the 2020-2021 school year. Our school 
community can accomplish tremendous 
things for our students if we continue to work 
together in our roles. Thank you once again 
to all of the students, staff, community mem-
bers, and district leadership. The commitment 
of all of us, collectively, will once again em-
power all students to achieve success. 
 

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL EDUCAITON 

Trisha Nichelson 
 
This has been the craziest; yet most amazing 
year ever! Thinking about this virus and what 
it has done to everyone in our world has a 
very negative vibe. However, when I stop 
and reflect on our staff, students, and families 
and the way everyone has stepped up to make 
learning possible, it is heartwarming and in-
credible. Everyone is working hard to stay 
safe, healthy and learning. Every day I am 
thankful for the opportunities we are given 
and the great support system we have around 
us.  
 
Thank you to our staff for the dedication to 
the students of our district. All of the staff 
including teachers, paraeducators, nurse, bus 
drivers, custodians, substitutes, kitchen and 
office personnel play an important role in the 
success of our students and school.  For the 
students to be successful the staff must work 
together and have high expectations of them-
selves and their students. 
 
We are fortunate to have students that believe 
that education is important and do their best 
on their school work and local and state as-
sessments.  I am very proud and impressed 
with our students’ efforts and achievements 
on their school work throughout these chang-
es this past year. We did not have the state 
assessments due to Covid, and when students 
first came back to school the numbers were 
not looking too good. However, I know they 
are working hard to compensate for that lost 
time and believe they will do great things. 
 
Huge thank you to the S.O.S. group as they 
have continued to work to support our stu-
dents with many great learning opportunities 
and enhancements to our school.  The S.O.S. 
purchased music risers which the students 
will get great use of in the years to come.  
They provided meals for teachers during par-
ent teacher conferences, water bottles to stu-
dents when they first came back to school, 
and ice cream cones to celebrate the end of 
the Covid school year last year.  They also 
grant each teacher funds to purchase class-
room supplies for their classrooms yearly.  
The students and staff are very thankful and 
fortunate to have the support from this organ-
ization. 
 
Reading is a vital component to the academic 
success of our students. To help foster a love 
of reading in our students, we use Accelerat-
ed Reading which monitors and manages 
student reading practice.  This is a supple-
mental program to our general education 
reading curriculum.  Our students have been 

working hard and doing a great job of setting 
reading goals and working to make those 
goals a success.  Staff and students compete 
monthly for reading goal success.  Thank you 
to Mrs. Paulsen and the classroom teachers 
for overseeing and promoting this reading to 
students.  Keep reading! 
 
In July 2018, the legislature enacted the Ne-
braska Reading Improvement Act (Section 79
-2601-79-2607) that ensures students have 
the necessary supports to read proficiently by 
grade 3. Beginning with the 2019-2020 
school year, the law outlines a number of 
processes to identify struggling readers and 
provide focused interventions. While most of 
the exemplary practices described in the leg-
islation are already happening in our school, 
the law brings a renewed emphasis to the 
importance of early literacy and an oppor-
tunity to accelerate reading proficiency for 
some students. This early literacy law re-
quires the district to set in motion procedures 
to identify and support students who demon-
strate challenges with early reading. These 
include early and frequent screening, parental 
notification, the design of an Individualized 
Reading Improvement Plan (IRIP), and sup-
plemental reading intervention services.  
Thank you to Mrs. Smith, the Reading Ad-
vantage Team, and Kindergarten through 
Third grade teachers for working to ensure 
we are meeting these requirements and more. 
 
Teachers and staff work hard to help teach 
students appropriate behaviors in all areas of 
the school environment.  Our Knight Pride 
Expectations are: Be Safe, Be Respectful, and 
Be Responsible.  Students also have opportu-
nities to be “Caught Being Good” in which 
they get a card which is placed in a classroom 
bucket.  Cards are then drawn from these 
buckets for prizes such as pencils, ice cream 
cones from the C-Store, or money for the 
school store.  Thank you to the Student 
Council and C-Store for helping support this 
program. 
 
Due to recent changes in Nebraska Math 
State Standards, the elementary math teachers 
worked last year to implement a new math 
curriculum that will help students be success-
ful in reaching those standards.  This new 
curriculum, Pearson Envisions 2020, is re-
quiring much more problem solving for our 
students.  This change has been difficult for 
our students, staff, and parents.  However, 
teachers and students are already seeing 
growth!  If you would like to learn more 
about this curriculum you can go to 
www.pearsonrealize.com 
 
Our school mission is to Empower All Stu-
dents to Achieve Success.  Together with 
staff, students, and families we are working 
to fulfill this mission.  Thank you to all who 
help in every way to ensure our students have 
the tools they need to achieve that success. 
 
Special Education 
Many children are born with or acquire con-
ditions that can delay their normal growth 
and development.  Fortunately, many of these 
conditions can be improved if parents recog-
nize the problem early and seek help.  These 
conditions may impact a child’s vision, 
speech/language, motor skills, socialization, 
thinking or hearing. 
 
Currently, the district has over seventy stu-
dents who are being serviced with Special 
Education services ranging from ages birth to 
twenty-one.  These services are covered with 
an Occupational Therapist, Physical Thera-
pist, Speech and Language Therapist, 
Pathologist, Behavioral Therapist, Audiolo-
gist, School Psychologist, Reading Specialist, 
Counselors, Special Education teachers and 
classroom teachers.  The district utilizes the 

Educational Service Unit #3 to help provide 
these services for our students.  It is great to 
see how so many people work together to 
help ensure our students’ success. 
 
If you suspect your child may have develop-
mental delays, the district offers comprehen-
sive services for infants, toddlers, and pre-
school age children who have disabilities.  
Elmwood-Murdock is committed to provid-
ing developmentally appropriate opportuni-
ties for children to learn and grow in a safe, 
stimulating, and nurturing environment, using 
research based practices. 
 
Check the milestones your child should have 
reached by his or her first birthday.  This link 
provided by the Centers of Disease Control 
and Prevention gives specific milestones.  
Please remember that these are only guide-
lines.  http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/
milestones/milestones-1yr.html.  
 
If a parent or physician has questions or con-
cerns about their child’s development for 
infants and toddlers to 3 years of age that 
person should contact the Early Development 
Network Referral Agency of the child/family 
or call:  Nebraska Child Find (toll free) 1-888
-806-6287. 
 
For additional information on Nebraska Child 
Find for all children please visit:  http://
www.childfind.ne.gov. 

Once a referral has been made the following 
will take place: 
1. The referral will be appointed to a Ser-

vices Coordinator from Education Ser-
vice Unit #3, who will contact the family 
within seven days to determine if they 
are interested in Early Development Net-
work services. 

2. With the family’s permission, the Ser-
vices Coordinator will arrange for an 
assessment with the local school district 
to determine the unique needs of the 
child and his or her eligibility.  The Ser-
vices Coordinator can link the family 
with community resources before the 
assessment if needed. 

3. If the child qualifies, the Services Coor-
dinator will work with Elmwood-
Murdock Public Schools to identify oth-
ers who can participate on a team to help 
the family develop an Individualized 
Family Service Plan (IFSP), which sets 
goals for the child and family and identi-
fies activities and services needed to 
achieve these goals.  The IFSP will be 
completed within 45 days, so the family 
can access Early Development Network 
Services as quickly as possible.   

 
If, as a parent, you have concerns or ques-
tions with your three to five year old child’s 
development, set up an appointment for your 
child to be screened.  You may set this ap-
pointment up by contacting Trisha Nichelson 
at tnichelson@emknights.org or 402-994-
2125. 

MTSS 
MTSS (Multi-tiered System of Support) is 
the intervention process initiated by the Ne-
braska Department of Education.  This pro-
cess has given a guideline as to how school 
districts need to have a system in place for 
providing interventions needed for all stu-
dents to be successful in school.  We have 
been working to improve the MTSS process 
at Elmwood-Murdock.  At the elementary 
level, there are programs such as Reading 
Advantage and Math Advantage which are 
used to support student learning.  At the jun-
ior and senior high level teachers are working 
to provide support before and after school or 
even during a Saturday school time.  Staff 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/milestones-1yr.html
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/milestones-1yr.html
http://www.childfind.ne.gov
http://www.childfind.ne.gov
mailto:tnichelson@emknights.org
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will continue to work to create opportunities 
for all students to be successful. 
 

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 
Lance Steffen 

 
As we close out the first semester of the 2020
-2021 school, it is a time to look back and 
celebrate our successes and reflect fondly on 
how much we have to celebrate in what has 
been a difficult and unpredictable first semes-
ter. I am proud of our students, teachers, 
coaches, and families for all that you have 
done to ensure our students the chance to 
learn and compete this year so far. Thank 
you! 
 
The fall activity season ended for the Girls 
Volleyball team with a tough loss in four 
sets, at HTRS in a Sub-District matchup with 
Johnson-Brock. Despite a 14-20 record we 
could always count on our girls playing hard 
and making us proud. The Football team 
completed their season on the road with a 
first round loss to LHNE in the playoffs. It 
was another good season for Knights Foot-
ball. The team finished the season with a 5-4 
record. The Cross-Country team completed 
our first year of a co-op with Weeping Water 
this season which ended at the District Meet. 
The EM/WW Trailblazers showed great im-
provement this year with most team members 
improving their times as the season went 
along. The Girls Golf Team also completed 
their first year in a co-op with Weeping Wa-
ter and had an awesome season as well, with 
all three girls playing competitively all sea-
son.   
 
Our Vocal Music students have been very 
busy and very successful once again this 
year. I would like to congratulate Noah Ar-
ent, Gus Pope, and Rylee Hogue for being 
selected to the Nebraska All-State Chorus! 
Congratulations to these students and to their 
teacher, Mrs. Graff. 
 
The Marching Band season was cancelled 
this year due to Covid-19. While this was 
hard to stomach, Mr. Hanson and his band 
are always competitive and definitely would 
have represented Elmwood-Murdock well. 
 
To continue, the Play Production Department 
had another successful season placing 2nd in 
the ECNC Tournament, winning a District 
Championship and qualifying for State Play 
Production for the first time in 25 years. At 
State they represented us well and came 
home with a 3rd place finish at the competi-
tion! In addition to their 3rd place finish as a 
team, the E-M Technical Crew was awarded 
as the Most Outstanding by the judges! Addi-
tionally, we had five students recognized 
with Outstanding Performance Awards at the 
State performance. They are: Gus Pope, Noah 
Arent, Nate Lockman, Sophia Frank, and 
Rylee Hogue. Their selection this year was, 
“Quasi” dramatized from the story of the 
Hunchback of Notre Dame, the novel by Vic-
tor Hugo. Congratulations to One Act on a 
great season! 
 
On another note, several students on our Vol-
leyball Team received All-Conference and 
All-Academic Honors. We congratulate: For 
NSAA Academic All State Lexi Bacon and 
Brenna Schmidt.  All-Conference 1st team – 
Brenna Schmidt 3rd team – Tatum Backemey-
er. 
 
For Football we congratulate the following: 
All-District 1st Team: Jared Drake (Defense), 
Noah Arent(Offense), Reid Fletcher 
(Offense) & Cade Hosier (Offense) Honora-
ble Mention: Carson VonRentzell (Offense), 
Henry Coleman (Offense), & Jax Spellman 
(Defense). 
 

Congratulations to all of our students in-
volved in after school activities. They have 
worked extremely hard not only during 
school hours, but before and after school 
hours. It truly is an accomplishment, when 
you think about the long hours they put in 
and still keep up with the academic side of 
things, especially this year with restrictions 
and uncertainty present the entire season. 
WAY TO GO KNIGHTS!! 
 
Though the Homecoming Dance was can-
celled due to Covid-19, we did recognize a 
Homecoming Court. Candidates were: Jay-
den Halfterty, Rylee Hogue, Bre Romero 
Noah Arent, Jared Drake, and Gus Pope. Our 
2020 King was Noah Arent and the Queen 
was Jayden Halferty. Congratulations to them 
all!  
 
The E-M Booster Club has again been busy 
planning and raising money to put back into 
the various activities throughout the school. 
The Booster Club meets monthly and would 
love to have anyone interested come and join 
in on the fun.  This year we have helped with 
the purchase of Hudl for VB, and BB. They 
have also helped purchase equipment for the 
Drama Department and helped to purchase an 
Endzone Camera for the Football team. We 
do several fundraising activities throughout 
the school year as well and again we would 
love to have your help. Our first fundraiser of 
the year was our annual Tailgate BBQ, which 
was held on Friday, September 4th. The 
Booster Club also sponsored the Volleyball 
Triangular on October 20th.  Additionally, the 
Booster Club held a clothing fundraiser 
which was very successful. We wish to thank 
all the Booster Club members who have 
helped with our various fundraisers through-
out the year. Finally, if you are interested in 
being a part of the Booster Club or in helping 
out just contact the school to find out where 
and when we will be having our next meet-
ing. Hope to see you there! 
 

SCHOOL NURSE 
Cortney Sorensen, RN 

 
This is my 4th year as the school nurse for 
Elmwood-Murdock. Each year I have gotten 
a little more comfortable and confident with 
my role, aiming to provide the best care for 
each student. One of my top goals is open 
communication with parents. After experi-
encing shut down last spring, I think most 
staff and students (and probably most par-
ents) would agree that having healthy kids in 
school is a top priority.  
 
I don’t think anyone really knew what the 
school year would look like with so many 
unknowns surrounding COVID. Several 
meetings were held before the beginning of 
the school year to help put a plan/s in place 
that allowed students to attend 100%, while 
also keeping staff and students as safe as pos-
sible. Daily temperature checks, extra hand 
hygiene, social distancing, masks, face 
shields, disinfecting wipes, and more equip-
ment sanitizing are just a few of the precau-
tionary measures that have been taken to pre-
vent/limit the spread of COVID at school. 
  
The first semester of the 2020 school year has 
truly been better than I could have ever imag-
ined as the school nurse. Parents have been 
incredible at communicating with the school 
and keeping their kids home when needed. I 
believe it’s important to recognize that other 
illnesses still exist; and together, we have 
been able to keep the majority of our staff 
and students in school continuously with zero 
close contact exposures at school. I believe 
the second semester can and will be just as 
successful with the continued efforts of our 
staff, students, parents and community.  

K-6 SCHOOL COUNSELOR 
Judi Sigler 

 

This year, as has been said so many times, is 
one for the history books. I’m simply amazed 
at the perseverance and strength of our stu-
dents. At the same time, I know it’s been a 
challenge. I’m hopeful students will gain 
strategies from the lessons. However, the 
important thing is that we have improved our 
relationships with each other. Connection is 
and will continue to be a critical part of their 
lives. 
 

Random Acts of Kindness (RAK). All stu-
dents have had a portion or will continue to 
learn with the curriculum based around kind-
ness. You may have noticed work centering 
around various themes of respect, integrity, 
and perseverance.  
 

Careers (4th Grade): This year  I’ve inte-
grated a year-long curriculum centered 
around career and education for the 4th grade 
students. They are learning about personal 
strengths, values, and interests in relation to 
choosing how they want to spend their life. 
We’re even having Zoom calls with guest 
speakers who answer their career questions.  
 

Common Sense Media. No doubt you will 
be wrestling with the use of technology over 
the break. There will be more down time and 
opportunity to watch movies, download apps, 
and consume various types of media. I sug-
gest using the site CommonSense.org. They 
answer the question of what is appropriate to 
watch and how to manage technology use.  
 

Lunch & Recess. The school counseling 
program is available for ALL students in the 
district. Students are welcome to schedule 
time with me, whether they have any particu-
lar concerns or not. I meet with various 
groups during lunch and recess. We some-
times create things or just visit. So if you hear 
your child say “I’m going to see the counse-
lor today!” --it doesn’t mean they have any 
“problems” --it’s my way of being an availa-
ble trusted adult. 
 

Wellness. Finally, I hope you are able to 
take some time and put effort into restoring 
yourself. Schedule a no tech day, get outside, 
connect with an old friend, or just go get 
yourself a nice cup of coffee and relax! We 
all need balance in our lives and it’s worth 
taking stock of how we’re spending time. 
 

Thank you for making me a part of Elmwood

-Murdock Schools. I look forward to the re-

mainder of the school year and continuing to 

get to know the community. 

 

7-12 GUIDANCE COUNSELOR 

DISTRICT CURRICULUM 

COORDINATOR 

Heather Bornemeier  
 
Serving Students 
As I have transitioned into the counselor role 
over the past year, I have thoroughly enjoyed 
being able to still work with all our students!  
The beginning of the school year was busy 
with organizing student and teacher sched-
ules as well as acclimating our7th graders to 
the building.  I want to take the time to high-
light some of the happenings that I have facil-
itated or assisted with so far this school year.   
In September I implemented a monthly Guid-
ance Group with 7th and 8th graders.  As 
individual classes, we meet once per month 
during one of their scheduled class periods.  
During Guidance Group we partake in activi-
ties and discussions centered around social-
emotional issues appropriate for each age 
group.  This has been a great way to get to 

https://www.commonsense.org/
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know the 7th graders and to continue work-
ing with the 8th graders.   
 
My Website 
At the beginning of last school year, it was 
my mission to open the door for communica-
tion and provide endless resources to our 
students, teachers, and parents.  Thus, I de-
veloped a website that you can either access 
through the E-M homepage (under guidance) 
or by going directly to the site.  Feel free to 
check it out. https://hbornemeier.wixsite.com/
borncounselor 
 
Advisory Council 
Ms. Sigler and I continue to expand upon our 
Advisory Council which we launched last 
year.  The group includes the two of us, ad-
ministration, parents, teachers, and communi-
ty members.  We feel that it is extremely im-
portant to have a positive working relation-
ship with all those we serve.  We continue to 
strive to meet the needs of our students and 
be open to change and growth so that our 
students continue to be the focus of all we do.  
The Advisory Council has given Judi and I 
many helpful pieces of input as we continue 
to grow professionally and always aim to 
serve our students in the best ways.   
 
SENCAP/Southeast Community College 
This fall many of our Juniors and Seniors 
participated in the Southeast Community 
College SENCAP program.  There are two 
avenues for students to learn and grow 
through this program: one is the college pre-
paratory classes which count as duel credit 
and the other is the career path courses which 
offer students the opportunity to explore dif-
ferent careers they may be interested in.  
Southeast Community College partners with 
Elmwood-Murdock schools to help students 
financially with a portion of these courses. 
 
Curriculum and Instruction 
School Improvement Goals 
Our current school improvement goals are: 

1. All students will improve their reading 
(fluency and comprehension) across the cur-
riculum. 
All students will be prepared to successfully 
thrive in a highly competitive global techno-
logical society. 
Our school motto is to Empower All Students 
to Achieve Success. 
 
Together, with staff and students, we contin-
ue to fulfill our school motto by working 
diligently to achieve these goals.    
 
Curriculum 
During the spring of 2020 a few departments 
looked at various new curriculum options.  
Due to the uncertain times and not knowing 
how the 2020-21 school year would start, no 
large curriculum decisions or purchases were 
made.  The district plans to take a closer look 
at a few curricular areas when school re-
sumes after Christmas break.   
 
Instruction 
As a district, we continue to work toward the 
Marzano Educational Model.  This is our 
third year in the process. An added compo-
nent last year was the implementation of a 
new teacher effectiveness tool where frequent 
and routine walk-throughs were conducted by 
building principals.  This formative assess-
ment approach is still being used by adminis-
trators to continue to help teachers set teach-
ing and learning goals.   
 
State Assessments 
The state requires two assessments to be giv-
en in the spring to all students in 3rd-8th and 
11th grades.  The 11th graders take the ACT 
exam where the other grades take the NSCAS 
(Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment Sys-
tem).  These exams test students in the areas 

of reading, math, and science.  These exams 
are used by the state to monitor student pro-
gress and ensure school accountability for 
student learning.   
 
ACT/PSAT/Accuplacer 
This fall nearly 40 students took the ACT, 
PSAT, or Accuplacer here at Elmwood-
Murdock.  These exams are college entrance 
exams to determine eligibility to attend vari-
ous post-secondary institutions.  These exams 
also help students to determine what course 
path they may need to take to obtain degrees 
they are seeking.  The ASVAB was also giv-
en to all Juniors and included a comprehen-
sive interp/analysis session which also in-
cludes a career workshop.  This exam helps 
students learn more about their career path-
way strengths and determines eligibility to 
join the armed forces.  Juniors will receive 
test preparation through John Baylor test prep 
in the spring.   
 
NSAA Academic All-State 
Six students were selected for Academic All-
State for the fall 2020 activities season.  Cri-
teria for this award includes maintaining a 
cumulative GPA of 3.7 or above and demon-
strating leadership both on and off the field/
court.   
 
EducationQuest/Apply-to-College Day 
In October, Juniors and Seniors took part in a 
presentation from EducationQuest teaching 
them some important fundamentals of apply-
ing and seeking college degrees.  Topics cov-
ered were filling out applications, the FAF-
SA, scholarship opportunities, financial aid 
and other options for funding post secondary 
school.  Each senior was encouraged to apply 
to at least one college or for one scholarship 
on this day.  Each Senior also created FAFSA 
ID’s and started the FAFSA process.     
 

TECHNOLOGY 
Paul Dwyer 

  
As the speed of technological advances 
moves at a fast pace, the school has made the 
decision to improve one of the older pieces of 
technology that we use.  We are installing as 
new voice over ip phones system at Elmwood 
and Murdock.  This will allow for additional 
features, also allow for our new phones to be 
integrated into our existing intercom system.  
The installation should take place in January, 
and hopefully is fully functional by February. 
  
Be sure to visit the schools website which has 
become a “one stop shop” for all school relat-
ed information.  The site contains forms 
needed by parents, menus, calendars, news 
stories, and also daily updates of happenings 
in school via our “Live Feed”.  Please visit 
the site at www.emknights.org.  Along with 
our website, be sure to follow the Elmwood-
Murdock twitter feed for the latest school 
information.  Follow us @EMKnightsSchool. 
 
The District has continued with great success 
to use striv.tv as the vehicle to stream various 
activities that are held at both the Murdock 
and Elmwood sites  Striv.tv is a online 
streaming application, that allows us to 
stream our home athletic activities and also a 
few select other events.  Please turn into our 
striv.tv channel for a listing of all events and 
also to view our live events.  You can check 
it out at http://striv.tv/channel/elmwood-
murdock. 
 
We have just started our 5th year of our 1:1 
laptop initiative for grades 4-12.  One of the 
great benefits of this project has been for 
students in grades K-3 to keep their laptop 
carts up to date at a faster rate than if we had 
not been involved in a 1:1 project.  This is 
due to new laptops that are purchased for the 
incoming freshman each year, has allowed 
the older laptops (Seniors that graduate) to be 

updated and placed down in our carts for the 
lower grade levels.   
 

SPEECH-LANGUAGE 
PATHOLOGIST 

Rhonda Towle 
 
Speech-Language Pathologists (SLPs) in 
public schools work with children who have 
communication impairments.   These can 
include children who have spoken and writ-
ten language disorders, difficulty producing 
sounds, stuttering, as well as cognitive-
communication disorders.  Communication 
can even include social skills.    Each child is 
unique, and being able to work with a wide 
age-range of children and families is ex-
tremely rewarding.  
 
Parents often wonder if their child’s commu-
nication is typically developing.   There are a 
number of factors that SLPs and early child-
hood educators can look at to determine if 
speech-language services are warrant-
ed.   Early intervention leads to better re-
sults.   Do not wait to get help.   Free services 
are available to infants and toddlers as 
well.   If you suspect your child could benefit 
from an early childhood evaluation please 
contact Trisha Nichelson (994-2125) and she 
can help guide you through the process of 
early intervention if needed.   
 
To learn more about communication impair-
ments, including tips on how to stimulate 
speech and language development, please 
visit the American Speech-Language Hearing 
Association’s website at 
www.asha.org .    There is a wealth of infor-
mation regarding all types of communication 
impairments including tips on identifying 
signs of speech and language disorders.     

 
PRESCHOOL 

Jenny Schroll/Courtney Baer 
 

We are enjoying another year of  Preschool at 
Elmwood-Murdock! We currently have twen-
ty-two 3 year olds, and twenty-five 4 year 
olds.  Due to high number in both classes, we 
are separating the classes into two groups.   
We have two wonderful para-educators, Mrs. 
Kim Griffin, and Mrs. Janelle Fleischman, 
who get to spend their days with us in the 
preschool room.  
 
In the 3 year old class, they attend school 5 
days a week for 2 ½ hours. We are focusing 
on shapes, colors, learning the alphabet, al-
phabet sounds, number recognition, and 1:1 
correspondence.  The students are also learn-
ing how to share and play cooperatively with 
others during this time.  During class time, 
we are also working on our social skills and 
listening techniques.  
 
In the 4 your old class, they attend school 5 
days a week for 4 hours.  The students eat 
lunch at school, which allows them the op-
portunity to learn about the school before 
they reach kindergarten.  The students are 
working with numbers, alphabet, handwrit-
ing, Social-Emotional skills, Science, and 
Social Studies.  We are working with the 
curriculum, Handwriting Without Tears, 
which is used school wide.   
 
We are very thankful to be working in such a 
great school! Happy Holidays! 
 

KINDERGARTEN 
Diane Vice/Mikaela Collins/ 

Shawna Harrison 
 
What Did You Do At School Today? 
 
Kindergarten children are constantly asked 
this age-old question.  The responses are of-
ten brief or the parents just get a shrug.  Well, 
if you were to ask the kindergarten teachers 
what they think the children should say, the 

https://hbornemeier.wixsite.com/borncounselor
https://hbornemeier.wixsite.com/borncounselor
http://www.emknights.org
http://striv.tv/channel/elmwood-murdock
http://striv.tv/channel/elmwood-murdock
http://www.asha.org
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responses might be… 
 
“Blended sounds to read and write words.” 
“Worked on letter recognition and their 
sounds.” 
“Identified rhyming words” 
“Memorized sight words.” 
“Wrote short sentences,” 
“Learned sequencing, main idea and other 
comprehension skills.” 
“Discovered nouns, verbs and adjectives” 
“Formed letters in handwriting.” 
“Cut and colored to build fine motor skills.” 
“Identified numbers to 50.” 
“Counted by fives and tens to 100.” 
“Introduced addition and subtraction,” 
“Sorted and compared objects.” 
“Created and extended patterns.” 
“Collected and analyzed data through 
graphs.” 
“Recognized and explored shapes” 
 
…and that’s just for reading and math!!! 

 
Theme time gives us opportunities to use all 
the skill areas to learn about science, social 
studies and health topics.  So far this year we 
have studied seasons, animals and their habi-
tats, harvest and pumpkins, fire safety, the 
first Thanksgiving, personal hygiene, Kelso 
Choices for conflict management and the 
school motto: Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be 
Respectful and Be Your Best. 
 
So the next time you ask that age-old ques-
tion, you can smile at the quick response you 
get because you now know the real answer. 
 

FIRST GRADE 
Vanessa Drueke/Kori Dlouhy 

 
Twelve Weeks in First Grade 
 
On the 1st week of first grade my teacher 
gave to me, routines and rules and games to 
get to know each other and build our charac-
ter.  
 
On the 2nd week of first grade my teacher 
gave to me, counting, comparing, and adding 
numbers.  
 
On the 3rd week of first grade my teacher 
gave to me, math strategies to learn addition 
and subtraction facts, patterns, and different 
kinds of graphs. 
 
On the 4th week of first grade my teacher 
gave to me, knowledge of fire safety, bats, 
sound waves, Thanksgiving with the pilgrims 
and Winter Holidays Around the World.  
 
On the 5th week of first grade my teacher 
gave to me, centers to demonstrate the skills 
we have learned in phonics, reading, and 
writing.  
 
On the 6th week of first grade Mrs. Sigler 
gave to me, a guidance lesson on building a 
school community with teamwork and work-
ing together. 
 
On the 7th week of first grade my teacher 
gave to me, a computer to practice my math 
facts on iXL.com 
 
On the 8th week of first grade my teacher 
gave to me, a book to read for AR points. 
 
On the 9th week of first grade my teacher 
gave to me, 5 high frequency words with 
some amazing words to build my vocabulary. 
 
On the 10th week of first grade my teacher 
gave to me, knowledge of nouns, verbs, ad-
jectives, and proper and common nouns.  
 
On the 11th week of first grade my teacher 

gave to me, MAPS tests to see how much I 
have learned. (AND WE HAVE LEARNED 
A LOT!) 
 
On the 12th week of first grade my teacher 
gave to me, a break from ZOOM and friends 
to spend with family and lead us into 2021.  
 

SECOND GRADE 
Carae Oehlerking/Celena Mortimer 

 
When August began, we knew it was going 
to be a year like no other!  Many emotions, 
worries, and thoughts were flooding our 
minds.  If we were so nervous and unsure, we 
couldn’t imagine what the students were feel-
ing, knowing they were going back to school 
and were going to have to wear a mask all 
day long!  To our surprise, it was an easy 
transition and the students handle wearing the 
masks way better than their 2nd grade teach-
ers!   
 
We want to thank those families who donated 
items for our stocking stuffer drive. Your 
generosity is appreciated! It’s a wonderful 
lesson for people of all ages to give to those 
in need. You could see the joy in their eyes 
when they got to see all the items wrapped up 
in packages! The holidays have looked differ-
ent this year, but the kids are taking it in 
stride and adapt much better than us old folk! 
One example is how awesome they did dur-
ing the Christmas concert even though there 
were only us teachers as a real audience. Mrs. 
Graff did an amazing job and the students 
sounded beautiful!  
 
Another huge change is having to eat meals 
in our classrooms this year. This is tough 
because it cuts down on the social time of 
students and their change of scenery, so to 
speak. We have tried to make it fun by taking 
the kids outside from time to time when 
weather allows as well as letting them read 
while lying on the floor when they are done, 
listen to a read aloud by the lunch monitor, or 
free drawing, which they always enjoy! The 
kids don’t even mind all the extra sanitizing 
and have become pretty efficient cleaners! 
We hope this carries over at home. ;) 
 
We’ve seen tremendous growth from all the 
students and are extremely proud of their 
progress. We know things have been chal-
lenging for many families, but we are so very 
thankful for all your support at home with 
academics. Without your help, we know this 
growth may not have been as significant. So, 
hats off to you, parents, for enduring the ever 
changing world of education during a pan-
demic!  
 
Amongst everything, including remote teach-
ing with simultaneous in person teaching, we 
are grateful for the opportunity to serve you 
and your children. We didn’t think we’d be in 
school one month and we have managed to 
get to Christmas! Thank you for helping with 
the ability to keep school in session as much 
possible and avoid a complete shutdown. 
Hopefully, we can see students finish second 
semester as strong and healthy as we have 
begun! And, maybe, get to the point of no 
masks!! 
 

THIRD GRADE 
Cayle Burbach/Jennifer Justus 

 
Congratulations!  We have made it halfway 
through the school year. This has been a very 
different start of the school year, but we have 
been so very fortunate to be here in the build-
ing with our students.  As crazy as it has 
been, these students have learned to be adap-
tive, responsible, and flexible.  Thank you to 
everyone who has been understanding and 
helpful with this.  While changes have been 
going on, we still have been trying to keep a 

“normal” year by focusing on what is essen-
tial learning and targeting those points.   
 
Reading is so important because we read in 
almost every subject.  We work on different 
fluency passages to promote reading with 
expression and getting students closer to be-
ing able to read 100 words per minute or 
more. We read many genres of literature and 
give students many opportunities to practice 
skills and master comprehension.  We are so 
proud of their growth thus far!  We have 
challenged our students to read at home for 
calendar minutes, as well as for quarter points 
for accelerated reading program.  They have 
done a fantastic job! 
 
In writing, students are working on creating 
quality paragraphs with topic sentences, de-
tails and closing sentences.  This can be a 
tough subject for most 3rd graders because we 
go through the entire writing process of draft, 
edit, revision & polish.  This year all of the 
students are putting their final drafts in a pol-
ished writing book, which we are sure parents 
will treasure.  We will begin to learn cursive 
in April, after our state assessment.  Students 
love to learn cursive!  
 
We are working and exploring very hard in 
math.  We have learned a variety of strate-
gies, and the kids have found some favorites 
that they like to use.  We have also incorpo-
rated ixl.com learning this year for center 
time to help build fluency.  We have studied 
multiplication, division, area, graphing, and 
addition & subtraction strategies.  Our stu-
dents have shown great effort and develop-
ment with these math skills, and we are so 
proud of them.  We can’t wait to see their end 
of the year growth.   
 
This year 3rd graders get to study Social Stud-
ies and Science each day.  Each section gets 2 
quarters of both classes, and they switch 
teachers.  In S.S., they are studying the vari-
ous first communities in the U.S.A, and the 
different types of communities.  They have 
learned about the First Native American, 
Spanish, and European Communities.  In 
Science, they have studied states of matter, 
animal life cycles and adaptations, and eco-
systems. 
 
As mentioned before, we have been flexible 
with our learning this year. We are using See-
Saw to work online and communicate with 
parents.  Our students have learned how to 
access, complete, and submit multiple for-
mats of assignments through this app.  Par-
ents are able to see and sometimes hear their 
child’s published work. We have even up-
loaded textbook pages and other documents 
onto this app for students to view and access 
anytime.  It truly has been a great learning 
tool.  We have a great group of students and 
can’t wait to see what 2021 has in store for 
them. 
 

FOURTH GRADE 
Cindy Backemeyer/Kate Nutzman 

 
“When it rains look for rainbows, when it’s 

dark look for stars.” 
-Anonymous  

 
We are so glad to have had this first semester 
with our students in person! As you may 
know, there are some challenges that we have 
all been facing this year. The development of 
a plan and protocol to combat COVID for 
this school year was quite an undertaking. 
With strong leadership from our administra-
tors and aid from paraprofessionals, we have 
been able to stay healthy and keep our fourth-
graders with us in school! The idea of clean-
ing, wearing a mask all day, eating lunch in 
our classrooms, and not mixing with other 
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grades, seemed overwhelming before the 
school year began. The fourth graders have 
been resilient with these challenges and have 
done a great job of wearing their masks and 
being smart when it comes to sanitation. 
They are wonderful helpers and have had a 
positive attitude. They want to be in school, 
too! 
 
When the school year began, students were 
statistically projected to come in remember-
ing only 70% of previous reading skills and 
only 50% of prior math skills (Brown Center 
Chalkboard, 2020). At the beginning of the 
year, this prediction was very accurate. Stu-
dents remember most of their academic skills 
but still had forgotten some of what they had 
learned because March through May had 
been a stressful change. Throughout this last 
semester, we have all been working hard on 
remembering, improving, and gaining further 
understanding of all academic concepts. Aca-
demic concepts in fourth grade take quite a 
jump up from third-grade concepts. These 
skills of increased difficulty range from mul-
tiplication, long division, multi-step story 
problems to inferring, generalizations, and 
main idea.  
 
Based on current national data from Brown 
Center Chalkboard, "students in grades 3-8 
performed similarly in reading to same-grade 
students in fall 2019." Possible areas that are 
aiding students in this success in reading are 
that students read at home or in their free 
time and that reading has more consistent 
concepts for parents to understand compared 
to other subject areas (Brown Center Chalk-
board, 2020). In laymen's terms, reading was 
a more comfortable subject for parents to 
teach during remote learning. The data gath-
ered from math, on the other hand, was not as 
pleasing. According to Brown Center Chalk-
board, "the math achievement of students in 
2020 was about 5 to 10 percentile points low-
er compared to same-grade students the prior 
year." Although the national trends may not 
necessarily be up to par, we are happy to re-
port that most of our fourth-graders have 
reached fourth-grade norms for the mid-
school year. We have felt that having had our 
new math series for the second year has 
helped students gain ground in math. We are 
pleased with how students have progressed in 
math, reading, and science this far in the 
school year. Students have been using grit 
and perseverance to overcome challenges and 
push through barriers to reach their goals. 
Although in fourth grade, we have high 
standards of excellence and will continue to 
push students to go above and beyond, we are 
so proud of their accomplishments this first 
semester, primarily through this challenging 
time. 
 
We see it as our responsibility to not only 
take care of our students academically but 
mentally as well. After coming off the pan-
demic break, the importance of mental health 
for everyone has become increasingly more 
important. According to the Child Mind Insti-
tute, "isolation can cause feelings of depres-
sion and anxiety." To combat uneasy feel-
ings, we have been working on developing 
relationships at school and finding the joy in 
everyday activities, like playing at recess, 
working with others, and finding that laugh-
ter is the best medicine. Developing these 
relationships help students feel at ease but 
also give them a sense of belonging in our 
school community. It seems that this year we 
have been working on social learning just as 
much, if not even more than academic learn-
ing. The Child Mind Institute states that so-
cial learning that occurs at school is just as 
important as academics, especially this year. 
We have been working on positively interact-
ing with peers, handling conflict correctly, 
work ethic, responsibility, and overall com-

munication skills. Both classrooms use flexi-
ble seating such as wobble chairs, yoga balls, 
and standing desks to help get the wiggles 
out, which allow students to appropriately 
handle movement and focus throughout our 
daily work. With the lack of school structure 
from the previous school year, we are still 
learning how to focus and use our time wise-
ly. 
 
Our fourth-grade philosophy was to try to 
incorporate as much hands-on learning as we 
could in the event that we would have to go 
to remote learning. The children enjoy pro-
jects, experiments, and the opportunity to be 
creative. They are learning how to work with 
others, solve conflicts and problems, and 
work independently. 
 
We have high expectations for our students. 
At Elmwood-Murdock, we want our students 
to have a strong work ethic and become well-
rounded individuals. We have enjoyed guid-
ing them on their learning journey. Thank 
you to all the parents for the support they 
have given us this year. We are so glad to be 
able to work with you and your child. We 
can't wait to see even more growth during the 
second semester. 
 

FIFTH GRADE READING 
SIXTH GRADE READING/ENGLISH 

Heather Holub 
 
I’m in my 4th year at Elmwood-Murdock, in 
which I teach 5th and 6th grade Reading, 6th 
grade English, along with 5th grade Home-
room. The first semester is an adjustment for 
the fifth-graders, because they now have four 
teachers’ rooms in which they rotate classes 
with throughout the day. Therefore, students 
are learning a lot about their organization 
skills and being responsible with their work; 
it takes time to figure out how to organize for 
all the classes.  
 
This year students have been extremely pa-
tient and flexible with wearing masks, wiping 
off their tables before rotating to a new class-
room, hand sanitizing their hands often, and 
some individuals doing remote learning. 
Thank you to all of the families for helping 
us stay in school the first semester.  
 
The fifth grade Reading class has been work-
ing hard on vocabulary, fluency, and compre-
hension skills. Students have enjoyed having 
five minutes of silent reading every day. The 
second semester will be spent focusing on 
Prefixes and Suffixes, using context clues, 
and preparing for the Nebraska Student-
Centered Assessment System (NSCAS Eng-
lish Language Arts) Test.  
 
The sixth grade Reading class has also been 
working on Prefixes and Suffixes to help 
them decode the meaning of unfamiliar or 
unknown words. For English, students have 
been writing for a variety of purposes. Some 
of the students’ favorite papers so far include: 
Persuasive and Problem & Solution; children 
came up with ideas for improvements in the 
Elmwood & Murdock communities. The sec-
ond semester will be spent writing about the 
person they each want to become when they 
grow up, plus the students will be researching 
a famous person and a future college.  
 
The fifth and sixth graders have been work-
ing hard to reach their reading goal for Accel-
erated Reader (A.R.). This assesses students’ 
comprehension of books they have read. For 
the second semester, students will be working 
extremely hard to get more A.R. points than 
they had in the first semester. By the end of 
first semester, each fifth grader’s goal is to 
have 36 points, while the goal for the sixth 
graders is 40 points. The top 5th grade reader 
has 435.9 points thus far, and the highest 6th 

grade reader has 276.1 points in the first se-
mester. Terrific work reading and keep up the 
wonderful effort!  
 
When students enter fifth grade, they receive 
a Chromebook for the first time in their edu-
cation career to use during the school day. 
The students are learning how to utilize the 
Chromebooks and type, along with being 
accountable for them. They are to take care 
of the computers, plus are responsible for 
making sure they are charged. We are very 
thankful for the Chromebooks!  

 
FIFTH/SIXTH GRADE  

SOCIAL STUDIES 
FIFTH GRADE ENGLISH 

Luke Dlouhy 
 

The 2020 - 2021 school has been unlike any 
other. Due to the pandemic, our students have 
had to make some major adjustments. Mask 
wearing, social distancing, eating in the class-
room, and temperature checks are just a few 
examples of these adjustments. The kids have 
done an outstanding job with these changes, 
and I have really enjoyed seeing them back in 
person and learning more about them. 
 
On top of all the adjustments from the pan-
demic, the 5th grade students have also started 
rotating classes for the first time in their 
lives. It was challenging at first, but the stu-
dents have done a great job of learning organ-
izational skills so that they are prepared for 
all of their classes. This will help with their 
adjustment to junior high, as they will already 
have some practice rotating classes.  
 
I have had the privilege of teaching 5th and 6th 
grade Social Studies, as well as 5th grade 
English, for four years now. In 5th grade So-
cial Studies, the students have been learning 
about America’s early history. We recently 
learned about the original 13 colonies and 
what life would have been like for the colo-
nists during this time period. As we continue, 
we will be learning about the American Rev-
olution and important events following the 
Revolution.  
 
The 6th grade Social Studies class is focused 
on World History, and the students have en-
joyed learning about early civilizations 
throughout the world. In Unit 1, we learned 
about the Fertile Crescent, Nile River Valley, 
Indus River Valley, and Huang He Valley. In 
Unit 2, we have been learning about ancient 
Greece and Rome. The students have found 
Greece and Rome to be particularly interest-
ing, and we are excited to continue learning 
about different civilizations throughout the 
world.  
 
The 5th grade English class has been working 
hard to improve their writing skills. We have 
been learning how to organize and write a 5-
paragraph essay with an introduction, body, 
and conclusion. Coming back from Christmas 
break, we will focus on the six traits of writ-
ing, which are: ideas, organization, word 
choice, sentence fluency, voice, and conven-
tions. 
 
As we move into the new year, I am excited 
to watch the 5th and 6th grade students contin-
ue to learn and grow. They have already 
grown so much since the beginning of the 
year, and I look forward to seeing that contin-
ue as we move through the second half of the 
year. 

 
FIFTH/SIXTH GRADE SCIENCE 

FIFTH GRADE COMPUTER  
Monte Frerichs 

 
It has been a great year in the 6th grade.  The 
6th graders have been working hard on keep-
ing our school safe, being responsible, being 
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respectful, and being their best.  It is always a 
big step for students as they begin their last 
year at the elementary school and start work-
ing toward the transition to Junior High.  The 
students have classes in different rooms and 
also have different teachers throughout the 
day.  I teach 5th and 6th grade Science and 5th 
grade Computer.   
 
In 5th grade Science the students have com-
pleted units on Matter, the Energy of Sound 
and Light and Earth and Its Resources.  
 
In 6th grade Science the students have com-
pleted units on Properties of Matter, Energy, 
Heredity and Change, and the Restless Earth.  
 
In 5th grade Computer the most important 
thing that students learn is how to use tech-
nology appropriately.  I teach lessons on how 
to be a good digital citizen and how to be safe 
using technology.  The students have had a 
variety of practice with different programs.  
We started off the year with keyboarding and 
continue to work on our speed and accuracy.  
We also work with a program called Moby 
Max, that allows students extra practice in all 
subject areas and at all levels of learning. We 
will continue to grow with technology as our 
digital world grows.     
 
As we begin 2021 we will continue to strive 
for high achievement.  Along with lofty aca-
demic goals, the 6th grade has high expecta-
tions for good character.  We believe that 
having good character traits will mold us into 
model citizens and set us up for success in 
the future.   

 
FIFTH/SIXTH GRADE MATH/L2L 

Robin Kuhlman 
 
The 5th and 6th grade students are working 
hard in math.  I am so happy with the work 
they are doing and the ground they are mak-
ing up from lost school time last spring.  It 
has been challenging at times but the stu-
dents’ math skills have grown tremendously.  
The students have enjoyed doing homework 
online and getting immediate feedback when 
they answer a question.  If they are having 
difficulty with a problem they can use the 
dropdown menu to watch a video on the 
problem, see an example problem, or look at 
the steps to solve the problem. This has 
helped the students to become independent 
learners.   
 
The 5th-grade math class completed units on 
multiplying and dividing with whole numbers 
and decimals and with adding and subtracting 
fractions. To begin the second semester the 
student will learn to multiply and divide frac-
tions.  We will then work with data analysis, 
geometry, coordinate planes and algebra con-
cepts. 
 
The 6th-grade math class is embracing the 
challenge of learning algebra concepts.  They 
have learned about positive rational numbers, 
integers, algebraic expressions and how to 
represent and solve equations and inequali-
ties.  Second semester will be spent learning 
about rates, ratios, percent, geometry and 
data analysis.  I am proud of how hard they 
are working.  I think they are glad to be back 
in school to learn math!! 
 
6th-grade students have taken time to study 
the 7 Habits of Successful Teens.  They have 
learned to be responsible for their own ac-
tions, to take ownership in their work, set 
short term and long term goals, prioritize 
work that needs to be accomplished, listen to 
understand others, teamwork and leadership.  
It has been a great learning experience. 
 
The students are learning programming skills 
and problems solving strategies by using 

Code.org and the Dash Robots.  The excite-
ment is off the charts!  I think we may have 
some future programmers. 
 
One of the most exciting times of the year for 
a child is Christmas.  Getting gifts is exciting.  
However, giving gifts is exciting too! The 5th 
& 6th-grade classes work with the Christian 
Church in Elmwood to provide gifts for Op-
eration Santa. We purchase, wrap and donate 
gifts for children in our community. What a 
wonderful time of the year!  It is so good to 
give and to help others!! 
 
Thank you for making Elmwood-Murdock 
Public Schools one of the best in the state! 

 
MATH INTERVENTION 

ELEMENTARY PHYSICAL  
EDUCATION 

Curt Backemeyer 
 
This is the third year of our Math Interven-
tion program entitled “Math Advantage” at 
the Elementary School.  This program is cur-
rently serving 39 students as a supplement to 
regular math instruction in grades k-6.  Total 
numbers are up from last year as due to 
COVID-19 protocol, students are not com-
bined with students in another section of their 
grade or another grade level.  Therefore, we 
are seeing additional students in each class 
section on a less frequent basis.  Students 
qualify for the “Do the Math” curriculum 
based on Measures of Academic Performance 
(MAPs) scores, which are given in the fall, 
winter, and spring.  The curriculum consists 
of 13 modules ranging from basic number 
concepts to fractions and presents many 
hands-on activities along with alternative 
strategies to help improve math skills.  Pro-
gress is monitored through assessments at the 
end of each lesson in addition to assessments 
at the beginning, middle, and end of each 
module.  
 
In elementary Physical Education this year 
we continue to utilize our SPARK curricu-
lum.  We have done many COVID-friendly, 
social distanced activities, going outside on 
many days, when possible.  The students 
have been wonderful with chipping in and 
helping clean equipment between periods. 
We have added weekly Social Emotional 
Learning Skills discussions including the 
topics of:  respect for others, fair play, initia-
tive, appreciation, empathy, leadership, com-
munication, positive disagreement, self confi-
dence, goal setting, kindness, cooperation, 
self control, courtesy, recognizing strengths, 
concern, and helpfulness.  We all need rein-
forcement in these areas as we navigate 
through the pandemic. 

 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 

READING ADVANTAGE 
K-6 

Keri Hogue 
  
I hope this newsletter finds you having a suc-
cessful 2021 for you and your family. 
  
One of the quotes in my room is a quote by 
Howard Gardner that says “It’s not how 
smart you are that matters, what really counts 
is how you are smart.”  I really identify with 
this quote as it encourages us to look at each 
individual with a different lens…specifically, 
a lens that looks at how we can capitalize on 
a person’s strengths for learning.  Psycholo-
gist Howard Gardner was the pioneer behind 
the Multiple Intelligence Theory.  I took a 
college course a few years ago that focused 
on the Multiple Intelligences and was encour-
aged as to how one could implement this 
concept in the classroom and at home.  It has 
several components to it, but the general 
framework highlights eight different 
“intelligences” that describe how a child best 

learns and shares his/her ideas.  The eight 
different intelligences Dr. Gardner has identi-
fied are:  Musical, Bodily-Kinesthetic, Inter-
personal, Intrapersonal, Verbal-Linguistic, 
Logical-Mathematical, Naturalistic, and Vis-
ual-Spatial. 
  
Your child will most likely rate stronger in 
one, two, or possibly three of these intelli-
gences.  Understanding where he/she is the 
strongest will not only give you an idea as to 
who he/she is, but most importantly, how he/
she will learn and perform in the classroom 
and at home.  For example, if your child 
brings home work for Math, and they are 
strong in musical intelligence, you could en-
courage him/her to complete the homework 
while listening to music or take the basic 
multiplication facts and make it into a 
song.  With appropriate parental supervision, 
YouTube has a variety of songs that help 
with understanding math facts. 
  
There are a great amount of resources online 
in regards to the Multiple Intelligence theory, 
and I encourage you to discover where your 
child’s intelligence is the strongest.  Once 
you discover your child’s areas of strength, 
this tool provides ways to help your child 
learn and grow according to his/her intelli-
gences.  Please use it to your advantage to 
celebrate your child and where he/she is 
smart.  If your child is too young to really 
answer the questions, you can answer them 
based on your observations of what he/she 
prefers or holds his/her interest.  I also chal-
lenge you to have some fun and take the test 
for yourself.  It will be fun to be able to com-
pare and contrast how the people in your 
family are smart and get a better understand-
ing of how we are all created differently for 
different purposes. 

 
FOURTH-FIFTH-SIXTH GRADE 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Bryce Chudomelka 

 
This semester has been much different than 
in the past.  Many things have been challeng-
ing, but there have been so many positive 
things, it is hard to share them all! Our stu-
dents have worked so hard at adjusting to this 
year’s new rules and schedule.  It is awesome 
to see them follow the guidelines, so we can 
continue to stay in school to learn each day!   
 
This year, the upper elementary special edu-
cation team has worked hard to make sure 
students stay in their classrooms as much as 
possible.  Students are able to stay safe by 
staying with their class, as well as learn the 
same material as their peers.  This includes 
following the Reading Street and enVisions 
curriculum, as well as incorporating some 
interventions.  These intervention systems 
give our students differentiated lessons that 
allow them to learn the same material, but at 
the most appropriate level for them individu-
ally.  Along with these daily lessons, we con-
tinue to work on individual goals of students.  
These goals include reading comprehension 
and accuracy, writing ideas and organization, 
and building basic math skills.  Our students 
have done a fantastic job of trying to continue 
to build on their previous knowledge, as well 
as take in new information each week.   
 
Not only do we practice strong academic 
habits, but we practice positive behavioral 
habits as well.  One major behavior we have 
practiced this semester is keeping focused on 
our current task.  This focus may be on a les-
son taught by the teacher, an assignment, or a 
test.  The positive skill that keeps students 
engaged, is to have them let the teacher know 
when focusing is becoming hard, so a short 
break can be taken.  This really shows re-
sponsibility and respect for the teacher.   
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Although this semester has been different, 
students are able to show they can work 
through difficult situations, and continue to 
shine!  I look forward to a great second se-
mester! 

 
TITLE I READING 

READING ADVANTAGE 
Stephanie Smith 

  
So far the beginning of the 2020 school year 
is off to a great start. It has seemingly flown 
by, but I am so thrilled that I have been able 
to connect with the students in person for so 
long! What a blessing. This year in Title and 
Reading Advantage I have had the pleasure 
of getting to work with over 50 students on 
their reading skills. Those interventions range 
from one-on-one, to small-groups, to whole 
classes working hard to become better read-
ers. I am thankful for the flexibility to be able 
to provide each child with the tools they need 
to see current and continued future success!
Being a Title I Reading and Reading Ad-
vantage teacher is very rewarding. It is so 
encouraging to see growth week-to-week and 
help students track their own progress as they 
meet personal reading goals. I want to help 
students foster a love of reading and build 
confidence. We celebrate all successes in my 
groups-big and small. I am using more whole
-brain style teaching techniques to incorpo-
rate hands-on experiences into the students’ 
lessons to make content meaningful and stick 
with them longer. 
  
Students in my room work on a variety of 
reading skills throughout their time with me, 
and we continue to spiral and build upon 
those topics as we progress. The younger 
students are busy working on letter identifica-
tion, phonemic awareness, letter/sound corre-
spondence activities, spelling, and digraphs. 
Once those concepts are satisfactory, students 
can progress to harder digraphs, vowel teams, 
blends, fluency/expression, spelling, compre-
hension skills and more. I am thankful for the 
students I get to work with, and the enjoy-
ment I get to see when they grow as readers. 
Keep up the hard work, and keep on reading! 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
TRANSITION COORDINATOR 

April Bacon 
 

The life skills/transition program is back in 
full swing this year.    
 
We provide a strong classroom management 
program and structure to increase student 
academic achievement by decreasing behav-
ior concerns.  Although the classroom is very 
structured we provide flexibility to help the 
students feel comfortable and safe at 
school.  Many times setting expectations and 
having a safe zone for students creates a posi-
tive learning environment in other parts of 
the building.     
 
This year the life skills program is using two 
different interventions for math and language 
arts.  Both intervention programs blend per-
sonalized, online learning with teacher di-
rected instruction to empower struggling 
learners to close the learning gap between 
themselves and their peers. The hope would 
be for some students to mainstream back into 
the general education classes.  For the stu-
dents who are not able to do so, our goal is to 
teach students at their current educational 
level to help them with confidence and moti-
vation to learn.   
 
Life skills looks at a variety of different are-
as.  This includes self-help skills but also 
looks at assisting students to access their 
community around them.   Some students are 
also learning daily living skills such as wash-
ing and folding laundry, grocery shopping, 

cooking and other life skills.  We have visited 
the grocery store many times during the first 
semester.  The students use recipes to make 
grocery lists and design a budget before go-
ing to the grocery store.  Every Friday they 
use the groceries to make a snack following a 
weekly recipe.   
 
CAREER AND TECHNICAL SCIENCE 

Don Brothers 
       
As classes are winding down for the first 
semester everyone is working hard on pro-
jects, welds and building model houses. 
 
The Building construction class has finished 
all of their drafting in class and are working 
on a scaled model house from their drafting 
plans. They have finished the framework and 
are now doing the Windows and doorways on 
the houses. 
 
Welders are busy working on required test 
welds for college credit through Southeast 
Community College and working on various 
welding projects in the lab. Second semester 
will be busy as some will be taking college 
welding and independent classes during the 
semester. 
 
The Architectural Drafting students are using 
a Chief Architect program to design and 
build homes of various styles. They have 
designed ranch homes, A-frame, Log houses 
and beach houses just to name a few. 
 
Our Technology 7 students have been busy 
this quarter building mousetraps cars and are 
currently building wooden shelves they de-
signed in class. They have cut their materials, 
sanded and stained. They are currently in the 
middle of assembly and clear coating. They 
should be bringing home their projects the 
last week of the Semester. 
 
Finally the Technology 8 students finished 
their Drafting section of the class and are 
currently also working on their woods pro-
jects. They all have been doing a great job on 
their projects and will be bringing them home 
this week. 
 

MATH 
Travis Brewer 

 
9th and 10th grade geometry students have 
learned many concepts so far such as: tools of 
geometry, reasoning, proofs, parallel and 
perpendicular lines, congruent triangles, and 
relationships in triangles. My geometry clas-
ses have been using an online math website 
called IXL to strengthen their math skills 
throughout the school year. This is the first 
year I have used IXL in my classroom. IXL 
meets the unique needs of each learner with 
individualized guidance. We have focused on 
being able to effectively use protractors and 
compasses. In class we have done many dif-
ferent types of constructions using these 
tools. These constructions would include: 
Copying angles, bisecting angles, construct-
ing parallel lines, constructing perpendicular 
lines, and constructing the circumcenter. We 
will continue to work on using protractors 
and compasses for more constructions 
throughout 2nd semester. This semester in 
geometry we also have been working on two-
column proofs. Proofs promote a higher level 
of thinking that most students haven’t had to 
do before. Proofs aren’t just ways to show 
that your statements are true or valid. They 
help to confirm a student’s true understand-
ing of rules, theorems, and hypotheses that 
we talk about in class. When students learn 
how to prove concepts, they are tapping into 
a deeper stage of mathematics. I am looking 
forward to a great 2nd semester, where in ge-
ometry we will be learning about quadrilat-
erals, proportions, trigonometry, transfor-

mations, symmetry, circles, areas of poly-
gons, surface area, volume, probability, and 
measurement.    
 
7th and 8th grade pre-algebra students have 
learned many different math concepts as 
well. These concepts would include: tools of 
algebra, operations with integers, operations 
with rational numbers, expressions and equa-
tions, multi-step equations, inequalities, and 
ratios. My pre-algebra classes have been us-
ing an online math website called IXL to 
strengthen their math skills throughout the 
school year. IXL meets the unique needs of 
each learner with individualized guidance. 
Pre-Algebra students have been focusing on 
developing fluency with rational numbers 
and proportional relationships. They also 
have investigated and explored mathematical 
ideas and developed multiple strategies for 
analyzing complex problems and situations. 
We have had a strong focus 1st semester on 
working with fractions, mixed numbers, neg-
ative numbers, and decimals. We have solved 
single and multi-step equations and inequali-
ties. The students have been working dili-
gently on using variables, solving variable 
expressions, performing operations with inte-
gers, solve problems by looking for a pattern, 
and using the distributive property. I am 
looking forward to 2nd semester in pre-
algebra where we will be learning about pro-
portions, percent’s, linear functions, gra-
phing, powers, triangles, distance, angles, 
surface area, volume, statistics and probabil-
ity.  
 
Extended Math-Students in extended math 
have the opportunity to improve on their 
math skills and abilities that they learned in 
their regular math classes. Students in this 
class have been using prodigy math. Prodigy 
math is a web-based math program that is 
aligned to the common core state standards. 
Prodigy will motivate students at all levels 
with prodigy math games that uses an adap-
tive learning platform. Prodigy also engages 
students as they explore the prodigy math 
game world, where they answer math ques-
tions to complete quests and earn in-game 
rewards. Prodigy also helps students to inter-
pret and understand what the question is ask-
ing. I use prodigy to help prompt a deeper 
understand of the underlying math principles 
to ensure students learn to apply the new 
knowledge.  

 
ENGLISH 

Hayley Block 
 
Freshman English 
Freshman English has been very busy. This 
first semester we have completed a novel 
together, Anthem by Ayn Rand. This novel 
explored the ideas of Collectivism vs. Indi-
viduality and our freshman really enjoyed 
reading this novel. We have also looked at 
many short stories including “The Most Dan-
gerous Game” and “The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow.” The past month we have been 
working on a Classical Mythology Unit, lead-
ing up to us starting The Odyssey in January.  
 
8th Grade English 
8th Grade has been working on the Elements 
of Literature by reading both fiction and non-
fiction texts over the course of the first se-
mester. Some class favorites were the very 
creepy stories, “The Monkey’s Paw” and 
“The Land Lady.” Students also completed 
an independent book project over the course 
of six weeks. We are getting ready to start an 
historical fiction novel, My Brother Sam is 
Dead by Christopher Collier and James Lin-
coln Collier.  
 
7th Grade English  
7th Grade has had a great start. We worked 
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on a short story unit and the students really 
enjoyed the story “Rikki Tikki Tavi”, and 
“Three Skeleton Keys”. Another favorite, 
that we read, was the screen play “The Mon-
sters are Due on Maple Street,” from the 
Twilight Zone. Students really enjoyed get-
ting assigned a part and reading with the 
class. In second quarter, we have been work-
ing on a Novel study of “The Westing 
Game”. “The Westing Game” is a great little 
murder mystery and we will continue trying 
to figure out who did it when we come back 
in January.  
 
Speech (10th Grade) 
In speech class this semester, we have 
worked on becoming more comfortable with 
being in front of our peers and presenting. 
Our big presentations have been a How-to 
speech, an informational, and a persuasive 
speech. One of the favorite things in class 
was our impromptu speech game. Student 
will randomly pick a number and get as-
signed a topic. They then had one minute to 
prepare what to say, and then present. It is 
always fun to hear what students come up 
with. We rounded out the semester with a 
ScreenCast project, which is a technology 
driven How -o presentation.  
 

SPANISH 
Manuel Camina 

 
“BIENVENIDOS A ESPAÑOL.” This year 
we have four different levels of Spanish. We 
have three groups of Spanish I. We are lear-
ning all the basic stuff, how verbs work in 
Spanish, how to describe someone, school 
subjects and items we use and how to express 
what we like and what we don’t like. We 
even created an ideal family tree. 
 
In Spanish II we have two groups. We get a 
little deeper in Spanish grammar and we have 
been learning “the boot” verbs, the past tens-
es, and the direct and indirect objects. We are 
learning not only language, but things people 
do in Spanish speaking countries. We are 
even exchanging messages with students in a 
Spanish high school. How fun!! 
 
Spanish III class is almost 100% of the time 
speaking just Spanish and they can have con-
versations with me. We even enjoy reading in 
Spanish and learning about Miguel O’mara 
and his trip to Merida in Mexico. This class 
really shows they want to learn and use a new 
language and that makes that class really easy 
to enjoy.  
 
We also have three groups of exploratory 
Spanish. Seventh graders take it and it is fun. 
We are learning basic vocabulary, playing 
bingo and hangman, and researching about 
Spanish speaking countries. 
During the first weeks we had a transition 
class where we all learned a lot. 
 

MATH 
Noah Fisher 

 
This year has been quite interesting to start. I, 
like many teachers, am glad that we get to see 
the students face to face. I am happy to be in 
the Elmwood-Murdock school district for 
another year. I have been adapting from the 
pacing of last year’s class load.  
 
I picked up a sophomore geometry course 
this year to teach. It has been a treat to start 
teaching something new in my second year. I 
get to experience a little different method of 
teaching with geometry being less algebra 
based than my other classes in my load.  
 
Much like last year, many of my classes are 
moving quickly with their pacing. I have 
made an effort to move a little quicker to 
cover more material, and to prepare for the 

unknown of the future. Students are benefit-
ing from the incorporation of real-world 
problems into much of the curriculum.  
 
Overall, this year has been going well, and 
my hope is that it continues in the same fash-
ion and we can have a wonderful second se-
mester.  
 

VOCAL MUSIC  
Mindy Graff 

 
It has been my pleasure to get know the stu-
dents, families and staff at Elmwood Mur-
dock! Prior to coming here, I taught vocal/
general music in the Omaha area for 15 years 
at the high school, middle school, and ele-
mentary levels. However, never at the same 
time so I am really enjoying seeing all the 
students in grades K-12! I look forward to 
seeing them grow through the years! 
While there are some challenges to this 
school year, I am amazed at how welcoming, 
kind, and eager to make music the students 
have been!  
 
ELEMENTARY MUSIC  
The music program in K-6 is designed to help 
students develop an overall appreciation 
and  sensitivity toward music, understand a 
variety of cultures, and learn to express them-
selves  musically. Music classes for every age 
group include experiences in singing, listen-
ing,  movement, basic theory, history, and 
playing basic rhythmic and melodic instru-
ments.  In addition, the elementary students 
prepared music selections for the Veteran’s 
Day Program and Christmas program, sing-
ing beautifully! Students at this age have mu-
sic class 2-3 times per week 
 
7-8TH GRADE CHOIR  
In junior high music we have been working 
on vocal technique, singing as a choir, and 
part division. We started out singing in 
unison and at the beginning of the new se-
mester we will start a three-part song! With 
changes/cancellations to some normal sched-
uled events from fall, we have been able to 
focus first semester on some of the music 
basics during class.  Junior high vocal music 
performed for the Christmas Concert and will 
begin music for contest after break.  
 
9-12TH GRADE CHOIR  
In the high school choir we have been work-
ing on both individual and group vocal tech-
nique, making music together and growing as 
a choir. The ECNC honor choir was post-
poned until the spring, however six students 
auditioned for the Nebraska All-State Cho-
rus! Three seniors were selected for this pres-
tigious honor: Noah Arent, Rylee Hogue, and 
August Pope!!! They all participated in a 
virtual choir that will be released soon. Addi-
tionally August Pope and Noah Arent have 
now been selected for the Nebraska All-State 
Chorus all four years which is an incredible 
honor!  The high school choir performed for 
the Veteran’s program,  the Christmas Con-
cert and will begin music for contest after 
break.  

 
SPECIAL EDUCATION RESOURCE 

Peggy Guenther 
 

Study Skills 7 
Yes, even the process of studying should be 
taught! For many students, poor grades are 
not a lack of desire; but, a basic lack of study 
skills.  In study skills we cover the four most 
effective study strategies essential for all stu-
dents.  These include: note-taking strategies, 
summarizing strategies, research strategies, 
and test-taking strategies.  We practice these 
skills daily so the skills can be generalized to 
every subject.  Students learn how to learn. 
 
 

Extended Reading 
Students in Extended Reading class have the 
opportunity to improve and enhance their 
ability to “read to learn”.  Every Monday, 
students are split into groups. One group 
works with Mrs. Paulsen reading additional 
Accelerated Reader articles.  The other group 
works with me to develop fundamental read-
ing skills.  Our primary focus is non-fiction, 
real world reading. We enjoy reading the 
newspaper together, analyzing cartoon cap-
tions, and discussing editorials.   
 
Explore 8 
Explore 8 enables students to explore a varie-
ty of different topics.  The first semester used 
the “Lead 4 Change” program.  This program 
teaches leadership, collaboration, and project 
planning.  Second semester we will learn and 
practice important soft skills. Soft skills in-
clude social emotional skills, critical thinking 
skills, problem-solving skills, active listening 
skills, and skills that facilitate positive inter-
actions with others and the ability to over-
come challenges.  

 
7-9 Special Education Resource 
Students in grades 7,8, and 9, with an Indi-
vidual Education Plan, are given specialized  
academic and social support to assist them in 
reaching their goals.  Instruction may be ad-
ministered within the content classroom, in 
small groups, or individually.  The goal is to 
teach students metacognitive skills that will 
empower them to achieve success.  Whether 
at school or at home, organization and prac-
tice are key components to success.  You can 
help your student continue to practice at 
home using these tips: 
Tips for helping with schoolwork 

 Show an interest in your child's home-
work. Inquire about the subjects and the work 
to be done. Ask questions that require an-
swers longer than one or two words. 

 Help your child organize homework ma-
terials before beginning. 

 Establish a regular time with your child 
to do homework-developing a schedule helps 
avoid procrastination. 

 Find a specific place for your child to do 
homework that has lots of light, quiet, and 
plenty of work space. 

 Encourage your child to ask questions 
and search for answers, taking the time to 
figure out correct answers. 

 Make sure your child backs up answers 
with facts and evidence. 

 Practice school-taught skills at home. 

 Relate homework to your child's every-
day life. For instance, teach fractions and 
measurements as you prepare a favorite food 
together. 

 Be a role model-take the opportunity to 
read a book or newspaper or write a letter 
while your child studies. 
Praise your child for both the small steps and 
big leaps in the right direction. 
(LD Basics Parent Ti[s. (2018). Retrieved 
December 16, 2020, from http://
www.ldonline.org/article/
Being_an_Efficient_Homework_Helper%
3A_Turning_a_Chore_into_a_Challenge ) 

 
HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH 

Garrett Hall 
 
It has been an exciting and challenging se-
mester in the English department at Elmwood
-Murdock high school. It is always great to 
get to know new students and parents at the 
beginning of each year. I enjoy taking on new 
challenges and working with students as we 
move forward in our exploration of English 
and literature.  
 
 

http://www.ldonline.org/article/Being_an_Efficient_Homework_Helper%3A_Turning_a_Chore_into_a_Challenge
http://www.ldonline.org/article/Being_an_Efficient_Homework_Helper%3A_Turning_a_Chore_into_a_Challenge
http://www.ldonline.org/article/Being_an_Efficient_Homework_Helper%3A_Turning_a_Chore_into_a_Challenge
http://www.ldonline.org/article/Being_an_Efficient_Homework_Helper%3A_Turning_a_Chore_into_a_Challenge
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In AMEX the juniors are continuing to move 
through the history of American Literature. 
We just finished reading about Civil War 
Literature and at the start of the new semester 
we will read literature from the World War 
One time period. We will also have a few 
class novels (The Great Gatsby and As I Lay 
Dying) that we will reading together. The 
readings and writing assignments that we do 
should help prepare us for the ACT this 
spring.  
 
The sophomores have been hard at work on 
various essays and assignments this year. 
They have recently completed the unit on 
Hamlet and finished the grammar test for the 
year. Next semester we will start reading 
classic American novels like To Kill A 
Mockingbird and Of Mice and Men.  
The seniors that I have this year have been 
working hard in Composition and will be 
starting the challenging Modern Fiction class 
in the second semester. I have been pleased 
with how hard all of the students have been 
working on their homework and classes this 
year. I am happy to be a dual credit instructor 
for Southeast Community College. I think the 
dual-credit classes that we offer are a great 
opportunity for our students.  
 
Finally, I want to take a second and discuss 
the European History and Creative Writing 
classes. The classes were added to the course 
catalogue last year. European History started 
with the cradle of civilization and the Stone 
Age and should end on the formation of the 
European Union towards the end of the sec-
ond semester. The Creative Writing class has 
recently finished their first short story of the 
year and will continue to work on bigger and 
better projects as the year continues.  
 

I am very happy to have the support of stu-

dents and the community in our endeavors, 
especially in these challenging times, and I 

look forward to the coming semester. 

BAND 
Mike Hanson 

 
The 2020-21 school year is off to pretty darn 
good start.  We have maintained numbers, 
displayed solid test scores.  Beginning with 
the 5th Grade Band; this year we have 29 as-
piring students enrolled in the 5th grade band 
and 21 in the 6th Band.  We have almost a 
perfect balance of instrumentation with the 
elementary 5-6th band, which will help to 
produce a mature sound with the band in the 
future.  The elementary have recorded for the 
Winter Concert and have plans to prepare for 
Malcolm and the Spring Concert.  We are 
excited how the elementary have improved 
this year and look forward to their future in 
the program.   
 
The Jr. High Band has maintained a good 
number of students with a continued balanced 
instrumentation.  We have recorded perfor-
mances this year and continue to prepare for 
various community and school related perfor-
mances.  We are spending a great deal of 
time working on improving the individual 
ability to read and to produce a high quality 
tone and adjust their sound to make the best 
sound possible without teacher intervention, 
which is a skill that takes a great deal of high-
er order thinking skills.  This year we are 
focusing on daily routines that the students 
can use on their own to help develop individ-
ual skills while in the large ensemble setting.  
Our students showcase their talents at the 
Malcolm Music contest each year in March.    
 
The High School Band has seen the fruits of 
a flourishing program but we struggle with 
enrollment issues.  We are 16-student strong 
and have a good balance as far as instrumen-

tation.  We have been and are preparing for 
various recorded performances including the 
Veteran’s Day performance, Winter Concert 
and our upcoming Fundraising Concert in 
February.  Thank you to the patrons for your 
support of the various band trips, and your 
continuous support of the music program. 
 
Individually, we are continuing to see many 
students shine musically as well.  Many stu-
dents auditioned or will for the Wayne State 
Honor Band, Class C State Honor Band, and 
ECNC Honor Band. 
 
Thank you to the school board for approving 
our annual budget and repairing many school 
instruments for the school year.  We are be-
ginning to replace instruments in the High 
School in the next couple of years, which will 
be a big financial decision, but a necessity 
with the use of equipment that is over 40 
years old.  We thank all of the community 
support of the Band program and will contin-
ue to strive for excellence in music and aca-
demics in the Elmwood-Murdock Band Pro-
gram. 

 
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 

Lisa Hynes 
 
We have been off to a busy start this semes-
ter. 
 
Foods, Nutrition and Wellness 
Students have been busy learning about cook-
ing. The semester began by preparing for 
cooking labs. The students learned about 
kitchen and food safety.  They learned basic 
kitchen skills, cooking terminology, and 
about the equipment used in cooking. The 
students also learned about different knife 
cuts and practiced the different cuts using 
new Knife Skill kits that were receive from a 
grant. 
 
Our current unit is baking.  The students have 
been busy learning about quick breads and 
cakes.  A Cupcake War style competition was 
held the week of December 14th.  The stu-
dents created cupcakes and a display with a 
Winter theme and a secret ingredient of the 
teachers choice.   
After we return from break we will be learn-
ing more about nutrition and making dishes 
that contain meats, vegetables, fruits, vegeta-
bles and dairy. 
 
Life Skills/C4C  
Our goal in C4C is to introduce students to 
the world of work. Students have explored 16 
different career clusters. Each student re-
searched and wrote a paper, after picking a 
career that interests them. In addition, stu-
dents practiced completing a job application.  
Our semester ended with a unit on Personal 
Finance. We covered savings and interest, 
credit cards, checking accounts, and 
paychecks.   In the personal finance unit, 
students learned to read a paycheck stub, 
keep a checkbook register and balance a 
checking account. We also focused on re-
sponsible use of credit. 
 
Parenting 
We began the semester learning about family 
structure and function as well as the responsi-
bilities of parenting. The parenting experi-
ence has been enhanced with the use of the 
school’s Real Care Babies. Students partici-
pated in the Read Care Baby Think It Over 
simulation by parenting a life-like baby doll 
for 72 hours. Recently, we have followed the 
life-cycle from conception to birth.   Unfortu-
nately due to COVID we did not get a chance 
to visit the preschool and conduct age appro-
priate activities. 
 
Students were able to feel what being preg-
nant during the third trimester feels like 

through the use of the pregnancy simulator 
belly.  While wearing the belly they were 
challenged to tie their shoes, pick-up items 
from the floor, and even lie to down to rest. 
 
Relationships 8th Grade 
Students learn about themselves as we dis-
cuss self-concept, personality, values, and 
goals. We then take that foundation to ex-
plore how those characteristics impact rela-
tionships. We examine relationships with 
families, friends and peers.   
 
This year we continue to complete modules 
about different aspects of healthy relation-
ships using the Everfi website.  Topics cov-
ered have been analyzing influences, under-
standing and managing emotions, communi-
cating effectively, resolving conflicts, step-
ping in when they realize unhealthy relation-
ships, and making decisions. The program is 
used in conjunction with classroom discus-
sion and other lessons planned by the teacher. 
 
Exploratory FCS 7th Grade 
Students in this exploratory class get a small 
taste of some of the different areas of FCS 
curriculum. Over the summer we made 
changes to the curriculum.  This year students 
continued to learn about foods, nutrition, and 
practiced basic cooking skills.  They were 
also introduced to child development and 
care in a babysitting unit.  Students learned 
about being a responsible babysitter, how to 
engage children in activities and how to han-
dle emergencies.  Our school nurse was a 
wonderful asset in helping to teach basic first 
aid that a babysitter needs to know. 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Nichole Justesen 

 
Special education is specially designed in-
struction that addresses the unique needs of a 
student eligible to receive special education 
services. Special education is provided at no 
cost to parents and includes the related ser-
vices a student needs to access her/his educa-
tional program.  In grades 10-12, we begin to 
transition students for life after high school.  
Greater emphasis is placed on education 
goals and their impact on post-secondary 
plans, self-advocacy and time management 
skills. Students with disabilities require self-
advocacy characteristics and skills for a suc-
cessful transition from high school to post-
secondary education. Developing self-
understanding will help student’s plan goals 
for themselves. Students with exceptionalities 
should reflect on their situations which will 
thereby develop self-awareness.   Students 
who gain and develop a greater understand-
ing of their own needs gain confidence to 
recognize their abilities. This will allow stu-
dents to set realistic goals for themselves and 
provide direction in their post-secondary 
plans. It is important for students to be able to 
voice their opinion, address concerns, as well 
as, develop learning strategies for setting 
goals, time management and problem solv-
ing.  
 
One of our focus points this year is improv-
ing students decoding skills.  The definition 
of decoding is the “process of breaking down 
a word to its individual parts and determining 
its word’s pronunciation based on the com-
mon sound/letter patterns of English 
(Reading Horizons, 2019).    Two decoding 
strategies that can help students find success 
are as follows:  

One guardian consonant following the vowel, 
that consonant will move on to the next 
syllable. 

When a vowel is followed by two guardian 
consonants, the consonants will split. 
The first consonant will stay in the first 
syllable, and the second consonant will 
move on the next syllable. 
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BIOLOGY/LIFE SCIENCE/ANATOMY 
Justin Moline 

 
Biology classes have focused on understand-
ing the scientific method, conversions, and 
structure and function in organisms.  Students 
studied cell structures, energy, reproduction, 
differentiation, homeostasis, DNA structure 
and its importance for controlling cellular 
activity.  The overarching structure and func-
tion theme has guided many of our investiga-
tions into the growth and development of 
organisms.  Inquiry skills have been practiced 
during investigations associated with enzyme 
activity, cellular transport, and structure and 
function. 
 
The 7th grade Life Science classes have dis-
cussed the scientific process, compounds, 
cells, and organ systems of the body.  Stu-
dents have focused on the classification, or-
ganization, and relationships within these 
important concepts.  The unit regarding cells 
included an understanding of sub-cellular 
structures, cellular functions, and exploratory 
labs using microscopes.  We are currently 
investigating the organization, functions, and 
relationships of the different organ systems in 
the human body.  Inquiry skills have been the 
focus of lab investigations for heart rate dur-
ing different activities, measuring and com-
paring nutrients provided by certain foods, 
and lung capacity comparisons and analysis.  
Other topics that will be discussed throughout 
the school year include DNA and genetics, 
ecosystems and environmental studies, adap-
tations and relationships, behavior, and the 
classification system. 
 
Anatomy examines the structures and func-
tions of each organ system of the human 
body, and the complex interactions necessary 
to keep the body functioning properly.  The 
first semester has included studies of cells, 
tissues, the integumentary system, and the 
skeletal system.  The objectives of anatomy 
include gaining a fundamental knowledge of 
the location of different parts of the body, 
understanding the functions necessary to 
maintain homeostasis, examining the effects 
of external factors on the body, and investi-
gating relationships between body structures.  
Research topics have included information 
regarding diseases and disorders, and unique 
characteristics of different body systems and 
structures.  We are currently discussing the 
skeletal system, including, microscopic fea-
tures, location of different bones, comparing 
types and locations of joints, and understand-
ing anatomical movements. 
 

LIBRARY 
JoDee Paulsen 

 
Being the librarian for this district brings me 
joy beyond measure.  I love that I get to be a 
small part of every single student’s education 
from the three-year-olds in preschool to the 
seniors.  I get to watch them grow as readers 
and get to celebrate their many successes 
with them in reading and in other endeavors.   
 
I also love that students, teachers and parents 
see me as a resource for their students’ 
growth as a reader.  I thought this year I 
would address some of the frequently asked 
questions I get throughout the year. 
 
 What is AR?  AR stands for  Accelerated 

Reader.  It is a program that is very near 
and dear to my heart.  We implemented 
this program many years ago because we 
were looking for a way to encourage our 
students to read independently.  Our tests 
scores always showed we had great read-
ers, but we weren’t seeing kids read for 
enjoyment.  This program allows stu-
dents to read a book and then take a test 
over what they have read.  If they pass 

the test with 60% or higher, they are 
awarded points.  These points add up to 
prizes and recognition.  This year the 
program added articles that students in 
grades 3 and up can read and test on.  
These articles have been very popular 
with kids.   

Why do you tell your student that books 
are like pants?  I use this a lot with my 
second and third graders.  There is usual-
ly a bigger divide in reading abilities 
around this time.  Some kids are reluc-
tant to start reading, but they see that 
their classmates are reading really big 
books and they want to also.  I try to 
teach them that all of us read at our own 
level-just like all of us wear different 
sizes.  We need to find books that are the 
right fit so we don’t become overly frus-
trated trying to read books that are too 
hard, but we also need to size up when 
things get a little too comfortable.   

What can I do to help my child love to 
read?  This is a question I have asked 
myself as a mother.  The only answer I 
have is to share the love of reading with 
your child.  Most often the kids who 
don’t love to read are the ones who are 
not confident.  Just because they don’t 
love to read, doesn’t mean they can’t 
learn to love books.  Read to your child.  
Read with your child.  Accept that there 
are many ways of reading—you can lis-
ten to an audiobook, students can read 
pictures and sometimes they retell stories 
they have heard.  This is all important 
steps to loving reading.  Also, don’t get 
hung up on levels and allow students to 
read with their passions and interests.   

       When kids ask me for recommendations, 
I often ask them to tell me about their 
favorite television shows or movies.  If 
all they like to watch is sports-then obvi-
ously I need to find them some sports 
books.  If they like cartoons then usually 
graphic novels are the place to go. 

What are your thoughts on graphic nov-
els?  Personally, I think we are blessed 
to have a huge variety of books available 
to our children and graphic novels are a 
blessing to many students.  Students who 
struggle with comprehension tend to be 
visual learners need pictures to help 
them comprehend the book, just as they 
need graphics and charts in their text 
book.  Graphic novels also introduce 
students to higher vocabulary levels than 
other books and when that vocabulary is 
paired with pictures-students understand 
the context, which in turn helps them 
across curriculum.  I feel that students 
should be allowed to read for enjoyment.  
If that means they are reading mostly 
graphic novels, I am fine with that.  I do, 
however, appreciate when students chal-
lenge themselves once in a while. 

What days are you at each school?  While 
I love getting to work with all the kids-I 
have to split my time between the build-
ings.  I am in Murdock all day on Mon-
days and Tuesdays until 11:30.  The rest 
of the time I am in Elmwood teaching 
classes to the elementary.  If a student 
needs me on one of the days I am not in 
their building-the best way to get ahold 
of me is through Schoology or SeeSaw.  
Both programs have message portals that 
link right up to my email.   
 

SEVENTH-TWELVE HEALTH/PE 
Aaron Pryor 

 
The Health and Physical Education Depart-
ment at Elmwood-Murdock Junior/Senior 
High School aims to provide students the 
opportunities to gain the knowledge, tools, 
and skills to be physically fit individuals for 
the rest of their lives.   
 

Classes include: 7th Grade PE/Health, 8th 
Grade PE/Health, PE II, PE III, and PE IV.  
 
7th and 8th Grade PE/Health  
During the 2020-21 school year, the 7th and 
8th Grade students are spending time in both 
the gym as well as the Health classroom.  
Topics covered in Health include: Your Total 
Health, Health Risks/Behaviors, Decision 
Making, Goal Setting, Skeletal/Muscular 
Systems, Creating Fitness Plans, Nutrition, 
and Meal Planning, Mental and Emotional 
Health, Managing Stress, How Tobacco Af-
fects the Body, The Respiratory System, To-
bacco/E-Cigarette Use, as well as Refusal 
Skills.  The 8th Grade students also have an 
opportunity to learn about various weightlift-
ing exercises as well as the proper technique 
needed to perform them safely and correctly 
while heading to the Fitness Center once a 
week.   
 
In the gym, points of emphasis include: coop-
erative team skills, strategic communication, 
and sportsmanship, as well as full participa-
tion in the large group setting.  Students have 
the opportunity to participate in a wide range 
of sport and fitness based units. They also  
participate in a variety of daily warm-up ac-
tivities from dynamic stretching to plyom-
etrics and agilities.  .     
 
PE II, PE III, and PE IV 
The classes offered to High School students 
cover a wide range of fitness concepts, 
games, activities, and weight training.  Once 
again, our goal is to provide these students 
with the opportunities to explore a variety of 
things to help them become physically 
knowledgeable individuals as they move for-
ward with their lives.   
 
Our PE II class participates in a variety of 
both sports based as well as team cooperative 
games.  This class is also building on the 
introductory weight training skills they’ve 
learned in the past as we are progressing 
through a weight lifting program in the Fit-
ness Center twice a week.  This balance pro-
vides a well-rounded introductory physical 
education experience at the High School lev-
el.   
 
The PE III class provides students the oppor-
tunities to learn about and participate in a 
variety of individual, team, and lifetime 
sports.  The curriculum aims to introduce 
games to students and give them the opportu-
nities to practice the skills they will need to 
fully participate in the activity.  PE III also 
includes a weekly trip to the Fitness Center. 
 
PE IV is our Strength and Conditioning class 
that takes place in the Fitness Center.  Stu-
dents participate in our Knight Power 
Weightlifting program.  Students track their 
daily progress on log sheets that detail their 
daily workout.  Core lifts such as: Bench 
Press, Squat, and Hang Clean are supple-
mented with auxiliary lifts to increase overall 
strength.  Students test out multiple times 
throughout the school year and also complete 
Mid-Semester Progress Checks in which they 
examine their workouts, looking for trends, 
strengths, weaknesses, etc.     
 

BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY 
Laura Rikli 

 
COMPUTER 7 
Computer 7 students have been working to-
wards improving their keyboarding tech-
nique, speed and accuracy throughout the 
semester. Students have been completing 
lessons through EduTyping and taking timed 
writing tests to gauge improvements in both 
their speed and accuracy.  The 7th grade class 
also learns how to key, format, and proofread 
various business documents during the last 



Page  12 

few weeks of the semester.  
 
COMPUTER 8 
Students have been learning basic computer 
terminology while also working on various 
projects using Microsoft Publisher, Microsoft 
Word, Microsoft Excel, Canva, and Google 
Drive (Docs, Drawings, Forms and Slides).  
They have also learned how to create and 
properly format various documents such as 
tables of content, tabs, tables, and outlines.   
 
INFO TECH 1 
The 9th grade class has spent the 1st semester 
working on assignments that apply basic and 
advanced features of Word & Excel. They 
have advanced their skills in Word and Excel 
by applying the basic skills they learned in 7th 
and 8th grade and taking them to advanced 
levels with newer, more challenging tools 
and methods. Next semester they will learn 
how to create a database and run queries & 
reports using Microsoft Access. They will 
also learn how to perform a mail merge by 
integrating Word & Access. Students will 
also learn basic and advanced features of 
Power Point.  Finally, they will end the 
school year by working on several fun pro-
jects in Adobe Photoshop.  
 
DIGITAL DESIGN & MEDIA 
This semester students have been creating 
multimedia projects using the Adobe Crea-
tive Suite software. Students spent the first 
semester learning advanced design tools in 
Adobe Photoshop. Next semester they will 
learn how to create and edit videos in Adobe 
Premiere Pro while using Adobe After Ef-
fects to enhance the videos with animated 
video, background and text effects.  Students 
will also learn how to build websites with 
Wix, create animations in Adobe Animate 
and Character Animator, and learn how to 
create artistic illustrations using Adobe Illus-
trator. 
 
PERSONAL FINANCE 
In this quarter class, the seniors have been 
learning about the skills necessary for finan-
cial independence after high school. Topics 
covered in this class are: transportation, hous-
ing, budgeting & consumerism, credit, and 
insurance. Students are engaged through vari-
ous projects such as housing & apartment 
search activities; paper vs. spreadsheet budg-
ets; generic vs. name brand consumerism 
activities; and understanding how to analyze 
credit card offers and credit reports.   
 
DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS / YEAR-
BOOK 
Students in this class have learned how to 
design their own Yearbook spreads using the 
Walsworth publishing site. They are respon-
sible for taking photographs at events 
throughout the year and editing their photo-
graphs before adding them to their assigned 
spreads. Students have also learned how to 
use the Striv equipment to broadcast home 
varsity sporting events and announce play-by
-plays during these games. Finally, students 
spend time using Adobe Premiere Pro to cre-
ate and edit highlight videos from games, 
create promotional videos for special events, 
and to recognize students who have earned 
honors within our school.  
 

SOCIAL STUDIES/ALGEBRA 
Lisa Schmidt 

 
This fall students in grades 5-12 participated 
in the Student Vote.  Students were able to 
cast their electronic ballot for US President, 
US Senate, and US House of Representatives.  
The results of how the Elmwood-Murdock 
student body voted are as follows: 
 
 
 

United States President 
Trump/Pence – 138 
Biden/Harris – 25 
Jorgensen/Cohen – 11 
 
United States Senator 
Sasse – 136 
Janicek – 25 
Siadek – 13 
 
United States House of Representatives– 
District 1 
Fortenberry – 141 
Bolz – 24 
Grace - 9 
 
Eighth grade United States History began the 
semester taking a look at the Declaration of 
Independence and have progressed through 
Manifest Destiny.  Students also spent time 
learning about the process of voting and what 
it takes to be an informed voter.  Classes are 
spending time this semester learning how to 
be investigators and improve their news liter-
acy by looking for the truth and searching for 
facts and credibility of sources, especially 
while online.   
 
Seventh grade has been taking a look at histo-
ry around the world with an emphasis on how 
the Geography of a place impacts the out-
come of that region.  So far students have 
taken a look at the United States and Canada, 
Latin America and we have just begun to take 
a look at Asia.  We are utilizing a digital plat-
form that aids in building inquiry, literacy 
and collaborative skills.      
 
Eighth and ninth grade Algebra students have 
learned concepts such as: solving for a varia-
ble in multiple steps, linear equations, func-
tions, function equations, problem solving, 
expressions and equations.  Students have 
been reviewing and strengthening previously 
learned skills by completing a daily math 
minute or fraction sheet.  Algebra students 
are showing not only their aptitude for solv-
ing problems but writing problems and being 
able to decode what is asked of them.   
 
 

BUSINESS 
Jacob Shaffer 

 
Accounting I 
Throughout the course, students have been 
learning the “language of business”: account-
ing.  Students have gained experience in ac-
counting by journalizing and posting transac-
tions to special journals, preparing financial 
statements, and completing the other steps of 
the accounting cycle.  By focusing on a ser-
vice business organized as a proprietorship 
and a merchandising business organized as a 
corporation, students have gained insight into 
a broad range of accounting concepts. 
 
Accounting II 
Accounting II builds upon what students 
learned in Accounting I (Accounting I is a 
prerequisite).  The concepts in this course 
provide more depth to what was learned the 
previous school year and delve into various 
types of accounting, such as departmental-
ized, corporation, and management account-
ing.  This course furthermore prepares stu-
dents for accounting and business courses in 
college. 
 
Critical Issues 
As seniors, students take this course to devel-
op career-readiness skills and create a senior 
project.  At the beginning of the semester, 
students learned the importance of communi-
ty service and helping others.  Students then 
transitioned into researching colleges and 
careers and constructing job application ma-
terials.  After creating and revising the job 
application materials, students had the privi-

lege of participating in a mock job interview 
with a member of the community through 
Zoom.  In the second half of the semester, 
students learn concepts related to taxation 
and meeting management and create and pre-
sent their senior projects. 
 
Digital Design 
Students in Digital Design have the oppor-
tunity to learn how to use several Adobe pro-
grams.  This year, students have been able to 
learn the ins and outs of Photoshop and have 
begun to develop skills in using Premiere Pro 
and After Effects.  With Photoshop, students 
have incorporated exciting effects into edit-
ing photos.  With Premiere Pro and After 
Effects, students are learning how to create, 
add effects to, and edit video footage. 
 
Entrepreneurship 
At the beginning of the semester, students 
first learned the risks involved with being an 
entrepreneur and the strengths of well-
known, successful entrepreneurs.  From those 
moments, students have been developing a 
business plan of their own aspirations.  While 
gaining knowledge about various forms of 
business ownerships, economics, and market-
ing, students have created parts of their busi-
ness plan, which will be finished at the end of 
the course. 
 
Introduction to Business 
Students have been learning various aspects 
of a business and its operations.  From under-
standing how to manage and market a busi-
ness to understanding macro- and micro-
economic impacts, students are gaining in-
sights into successfully participating in the 
business world.  Students are also learning 
the value of ethics and the importance of 
building positive employee-employer rela-
tionships. 
 
Personal Finance 
This course covers a wide range of financial 
topics.  At the beginning of the course, stu-
dents first learned the importance of setting 
short-term, medium-term, and long-term fi-
nancial and life goals.  Gaining an under-
standing of values and goals allows each stu-
dent to begin outlining a budget for their cur-
rent or future situations. Students have also 
gained knowledge about savings, invest-
ments, and being a smart consumer.  At the 
end of the course, students learn various eco-
nomics standards, such as different types of 
economic systems and the concepts associat-
ed with supply and demand. 
 
Senior English 
In order to improve writing, reading, and 
speaking skills, this class heavily focuses on 
proper grammar for two-thirds of the school 
year and expands to focus on written commu-
nication for the last third of the school year.  
The grammar portion of the curriculum in-
cludes learning how to use the various parts 
of speech, commas, and punctuation in sever-
al situations.  In the spring the students will 
take their grammar knowledge and apply it 
while writing. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES 
Lance Steffen 

 
American Government 
American Government is a one-semester 
course for seniors. An emphasis is placed on 
developing an understanding of national and 
state governments.  
 
This first quarter is focused on the Constitu-
tional Foundations of our government as well 
as the structure of our National Government. 
To do this, we have looked at theory of gov-
ernment as well as the role each of our three 
branches of government plays.  
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The second quarter focuses on individual 
liberties given in the Bill of Rights as well as 
our political party system and what each par-
ty officially believes. The goal is to relate this 
information to students in a way that will be 
applicable to them as a voter in our society. 

 
American Experience 
This year in American Experience, we have 
divided the class into two separate sections, 
to better reflect student knowledge of Ameri-
can History and English/Music. Among the 
many topics we have discussed in the history 
segment of American Experience, the juniors 
have studied the European exploration and 
colonization of America. We also learned 
how we gained our independence and how 
slavery shaped our young nation before push-
ing our country into the Civil War by the end 
of the semester.  
 
Second semester plans include a study of the 
Industrial Revolution in the US, the changing 
role of the US on the world’s stage with 
America’s role in WWI & WWII. We will 
also discuss the impact of the Great Depres-
sion, Civil Rights Era, and the cultural effects 
of the Cold War in America as well as more 
contemporary topics like the War on Terror 
and more recent American History. 
 
World History 
Sophomores in World History are learning 
that while historical events are unique, they 
are often driven by similar repeated forces. 
The course identifies several cultures and 
civilizations throughout history as well as 
major achievements of those cultures along 
the way. As we discuss the history of the 
world, our major goal is to incorporate the 
stories of as many cultures around the world 
as we can. This is a class devoted to the story 
of all of us and how we reached the modern 
age. 
 
The first semester of World History focused 
on the Beginnings of Civilization, The Estab-
lishment of River Civilizations, The First 
Age of Empires,  & Rome. So far in the time-
line of the world, we have reached roughly 
500 CE. For the second semester, our goal is 
to discuss the major events associated with 
Islam and Eastern Conquerors, the Middle 
Ages in Europe contrasted with West African 
peoples, The Age of Exploration and the peo-
ple involved, and finishing with the Enlight-
enment Period in Europe with a focus on 
social and ideological change associated with 
this time period. 
 

PHYSICAL AND EARTH SCIENCE 
Laura Stock 

 
The Physical and Earth Science classes at 
Elmwood-Murdock Junior/Senior High have 
been keeping the laboratory and classrooms 
busy this year.  
 
The 8th grade Earth Science classes complet-
ed units on experimental design, matter and 
measurement, the solar system, the earth-
moon system and finally, Earth’s atmosphere, 
and weather.  During October and November, 
the students learned about the solar system.  
We designed experiments to explore the 
greenhouse effect and compared the green-
house effect on Venus and Earth.  We used 
our PASCO temperature sensors to model 
why Earth experiences four distinct seasons 
utilized online simulations to discover why 
we observe moon phases on Earth.  In De-
cember, we learned about air pressure by 
conducting experiments like crushing cans 
and puffing up marshmallows. We are utiliz-
ing this knowledge to exploring all the varia-
bles that affect the current condition of our 
atmosphere: weather. Our next units of study 
will include the Earth’s structure, minerals 
and rocks, fossils, plate tectonics, earth-

quakes and volcanoes.  

The 9th grade class, Intro to Physics/Earth 
Science, began the year with a review of sci-
entific methods and experimentation. We 
learned about waves by using slinkies and 
online simulations.  We used our knowledge 
of wave energy and light to explore the uni-
verse.  We learned about a star’s life cycle, 
and what it would be like if we fell in a black 
hole (Terrifying. 0/10. Would not recom-
mend). Then we classified galaxies and learn 
how the universe began.  Then we transi-
tioned into motion and forces. We used our 
cell phones to measure accelerations of a cart 
and our PASCO motion and force sensors 
probeware to model mathematical and graph-
ical relationships of Newton’s Laws of Mo-
tion. Students finished the semester by work-
ing in groups to design a mini car powered by 
a balloon that traveled at least 6 meters.  Next 
semester, we’ll crash our cars into the wall, 
measuring the accelerations and force of im-
pact with our cell phones.  We will design 
bumpers for our cars to explore momentum 
and will then design a container to save an 
egg from a 12 foot drop.  

Chemistry is sometimes difficult because we 
often learn about things that we can’t physi-
cally observe, like protons or electrons.  The 
Chemistry classes began the year studying 
matter and its observable physical properties, 
such as density. Students used this 
knowledge to experimentally determine the 
percentage of sugar in Pepsi and Mountain 
Dew. It is always fun to see the look on stu-
dents’ faces at the end of the lab when we 
actually measure out 77 grams of sugar, 
which is the amount of sugar in a 20 oz. bot-
tle of Mountain Dew. Students also explored 
other physical properties of matter and uti-
lized these properties to separate mixtures. 
The highlight of the semester was the student
-led experiment to determine a way to re-
move elemental iron from Total® brand cere-
al. Every year I am blown away by the crea-
tivity of our students in solving problems and 
this year’s juniors were no exception.  We 
then ventured into the sub-atomic world of 
protons, neutrons and electrons and complet-
ed the semester by designing and construct-
ing element ornaments for our Chemis“tree.”  

In Physics, we kicked off the year studying 
vectors and solving a variety of problems 
involving vector addition of forces. We then 
studied motion, particularly velocity and ac-
celeration. We conducted an experiment to 
determine if reaction time is related to gender 
or to time spent playing video games by us-
ing our kinematics equations. We learned 
about projectile motion and used our 
knowledge to work on three different ver-
sions of “hit the ball in the cup.” We finished 
the semester studying Newton’s Laws of Mo-
tion and solving a variety of problems using 
PASCO force sensors, force tables, simula-
tions and smartphones apps.  

ART 
Linda Trundle 

 
The art students have been very busy this 
year exploring new mediums and perfecting 
new skills.  There are around 47 high school 
and junior high students in art this semester. 
 
We started the year making pottery- coil pots, 
pinch pots, cups, plates, sculpture and prac-
ticing on the wheel.  From there,  we went on 
to other projects including  wire sculpture, 
pen and India ink drawings, scratchboard, 
calligraphy- both Old English and Italics, dot 
art or pointalism,  and  oil pastel shadow 
drawing. We made charcoal drawings of still 
life and practiced accurately drawing the dif-
ferent shadows that  different shapes make.  
 

It is my goal to inspire students to appreciate 
the beauty in our community and in light of 
that we drew and painted local landscapes 
from photos the students took of their com-
munity or homes. Next semester , we will be 
taking photos of local barns to do acrylic 
paintings from . We will also be photo-
graphing, drawing or painting,   windmills in 
the neighborhood to enter into a windmill 
contest at Kregel Windmill Museum in Ne-
braska City  this spring.  
 
We  made multiple watercolor projects and 
explored  different watercolor techniques 
extensively, such as wet in wet, salt, plastic 
wrap and sunsets.  We practiced blind con-
tour drawings to learn how to really look at a 
subject rather than draw what you just think 
you see.  We learned proportions of the facial 
features and used this to draw portraits of 
each other,  self portraits , toddlers in action 
and  babies.  We learned how to make grid 
enlargements and how to accurately utilize  
one point perspective in drawings of build-
ings and landscape. 
 
We explored fiber arts by making  macreme 
plant hangers , mini God’s Eye ornaments, 
and string art.  We learned to use the rule of 
thirds in composition of photos and drawings. 
We have practiced printmaking by  carving  
stamps,  as well as linoleum block prints.  
Students researched artists and used their 
style to influence art pieces of their own.  
 
Thanks to Mr Brothers loaning us leather 
tools, we were able to add leather working to 
our activities and students learned to use the 
tools and make traditional patterns in their 
leather pieces. Some students went on to 
make wallets and coin purses from scratch!  
 
I am always encouraged to see  art students 
learn life skills that can be used in their future 
such as reading, listening to  and following 
directions, learning how to use a pliers and   
learning how to hammer nails!    We have 
many opportunities to learn how to use a rul-
er, yardstick, meter stick, and tape measure. 
Most students find this one of the hardest 
skills to master and we are still working on 
measuring skills and  how many inches to a 
foot, feet to a yard , how to measure straight 
and accurately and draw or cut  straight lines. 
We also work on measuring skills using cups 
and quarts and teaspoons. We are even  learn-
ing life skills of telling time with all kinds of 
clocks,  not just digital.   
 
Two of the senior boys have explored metal 
sculpture and made some very nice horseshoe 
art projects and metal sculptures. 
 
Some of you may have found our kindness 
rocks that students made and placed around 
the school and neighborhood to be small to-
kens of encouragement to students and neigh-
bors.  We hope you find a kindness rock and 
its message brings a smile. Our hope is that 
you either keep it, relocate it,  leave it for 
someone else to find, or replace it with a rock 
that you make yourself to scatter kindness 
around the community!!   
 
I will continue to get some projects from each 
student uploaded to Artsonia.  I hope you 
have gotten a chance to check your email and 
look at their work on line. I  know the kids 
like  sharing  their work on line,  but I do 
appreciate your patience as this is a time con-
suming project !  Please take some time to 
look at the art displayed in the school library 
and the hall bulletin boards and the art box in 
the entry way.  
 
Finally, I want to thank the community for 
their support of art. Thanks to The Communi-
ty Center,  the Elmwood Bank and the Mur-
dock Bank for displaying our art projects this 



Page  14 

semester.  Special thanks to Bits and Pieces 
for helping us find just the perfect things- 
from picture frames to ribbon and yarn.   
 
For me,  it has been most encouraging to see 
students move from saying , “ that’s too hard 
-  I can’t do that” ,  to a confident “ let me 
give that a try “ .   I think growing  self confi-
dence to attempt  new projects and master 
new skills is one of the most useful things 
kids learn in art.  So in light of that  -  a big 
thanks to you for supporting your student  
while they hone their skills and confidently 
problem solve in the process of being crea-
tive.   
 

ONE-ACT PLAY PRODUCTION 
Keri Hogue/Marcus Manley 

 
This was a history-making year for the 
Elmwood-Murdock drama program!  We 
prepared and performed, “Quasi” which was 
based off the book The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame by Victor Hugo. Our script was written 
this year by Gus Pope, Keri Hogue, Marcus 
Manley, and Molly Feile.  We had thirty-six 
students involved in many different capaci-
ties with a variety of talents, and this was our 
strongest year of unity and accomplishments 
as a team.      
 
There were a variety of highlights to our sea-
son. We were very fortunate to have Marcus 
Manley join our team as our Assistant Direc-
tor! His talents and passion for theatre and 
student success were amazing! The students’ 
success was shown as we brought home hard-
ware from every competition we attended this 
year!  At Norfolk, we competed against all 
Class levels, including Class A, and placed 
Runner-Up! Students recognized for their 
acting were Gus Pope, Noah Arent, Rylee 
Hogue, Maggie Richter, Sophie Frank, Rylan 
Meyer, and Riley Rose. Our second competi-
tion was at York High School where we 
placed first and received the “Best Hair and 
Makeup Design” award for our division. No-
ah Arent was awarded the Best Actor in our 
entire division. Other students recognized for 
their acting were:  Gus Pope, Rylee Hogue, 
Maggie Richter, Nate Lockman, Rylan Mey-
er, and Riley Rose.  At ECNC, we placed 
second in the conference.  Students recog-
nized for their acting were:  Gus Pope, Noah 
Arent, Rylee Hogue, Maggie Richter, Nate 
Lockman, Sophie Frank, Rylan Meyer, Sela 
Rikli, and Riley Rose. Overall, we collected 
15 Superior Scores for our season. 
 
Finally, at our C2 District Competition, our 
team made history and received the Champi-
on Plaque to place first in our district!  It has 
been 25 years since winning our Class and 
punching a ticket for the State Competi-
tion!  To say our team was thrilled would be 
an understatement. We placed third in the 
state this year as well as receiving the “Best 
Technical Crew” award in our Class which 
highlights everyone’s teamwork before, dur-
ing, and after the production. Students recog-
nized at the state level for their acting were: 
Gus Pope, Noah Arent, Rylee Hogue, Sophie 
Frank, and Nate Lockman. It was an amazing 
accomplishment for these students and the 
entire team to begin and end their season on 
the Norfolk stage. 
 
Our third annual “Dinner and Dress Rehears-
al” catered by Round the Bend Steakhouse 
was another success even COVID-
style!  Kim Arent, Michelle Meyer, and their 
team took the leadership on this event, and it 
had another overwhelming response! Thank 
you to the entire community for your sup-
port!  Wow! We are so fortunate! We sold 
just over 150 “Dinner’s to Go” and were able 
to raise enough money to have a good foun-
dation for future expenditures to build our 
program.  This year, our costume and 

makeup expenses were just over $1,000 to 
costume over 35 students and have a quality 
production while still remaining conservative 
with spending.  Over half of our costumes 
and pieces were sewn by Tami Pleiss. Gina 
Frank helped with various costume pieces, 
props, snack shopper, and anything else that 
was needed to help make the students suc-
cessful. Their talents, time, and dedication to 
our program and these students are to be not-
ed and are highly appreciated.  
 
Thank you to the Booster Club for the fund-
ing to purchase new scaffolding for our sets 
which we have used in our last three produc-
tions.  Also, thank you to the School Board 
for the installation of our new lights this sum-
mer!  This greatly enhanced our student’s 
confidence and talents during rehearsals and 
performances. It is encouraging to have those 
moments of tangible support for the program, 
and all of the credit goes to the students who 
have invested their time and energy these 
past four years I have coached this activity.  
THANK YOU, again, for your continued 
support to help these students shine on stage 
and grow as performers and leaders. Our sin-
cerest thanks goes to the dedicated students, 
parents, teachers, community, administration, 
and school board.  For now, the “show must 
go on” to next year in preparation for the 
2021 season!   
 

SPANISH CLUB 
Manuel Camina 

 
The same as other years, Elmwood-Murdock 
has a Spanish Club. Several kids save some 
of their free time to join us and share the cul-
ture of Spanish speaking countries, enjoying 
movies with lots of nachos and salsa, and we 
have lots of ideas for this school year. So far, 
with COVID, we were not able to visit a 
haunted house during Halloween, but we had 
game nights, , and shared meetings with Art 
Club and FCCLA and for future meetings we 
will celebrate Navidad, do activities related 
to fútbol, learn how to dance salsa, go ice 
skating, and as many more fun things as the 
new rules let us. 
 
Check your calendars to see when we are 
having a meeting and feel free to join us. If 
you want to be part of the Spanish Club talk 
to our “oficiales” or any other member of El 
Club de Español, including Mr. Camina. 
 

FCCLA 
Lisa Hynes 

 
Students in Family Career & Community 
Leaders of America continue to meet the 
challenges of this year in relationship to 
COVID.  Many of our state and district activ-
ities have been virtual.  Our District STAR 
competition and State Leadership Conference 
next semester will also be virtual.  All of this 
makes us think outside of the box to complete 
projects. 
 
Our chapter continues to host Red Cross 
Blood Drives three times each year.   At our 
most recent drive on December 8th, the Red 
Cross was able to collect 19 units of blood! 
 
We have also joined a new to us program, 
Teens in the Drivers Seat.  This is a program 
to help make teens aware of the dangers of 
distracted driving and other unsafe practices 
while they are on the road to prevent acci-
dents. 
 
Students are currently busy working on Stu-
dents Taking Action and Recognition pro-
jects to present in January at our District 
competition.  We are looking forward to a 
successful and fun second semester. 
 
 

FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF 
AMERICA (FBLA) 

Laura Rikli/Jacob Shaffer 
 
The past FBLA season ended differently than 
other years. The State Leadership Conference 
at the end of March was adjusted to a virtual 
format; therefore, only some of the competi-
tive events were offered. Elmwood-Murdock 
FBLA was still able to achieve success and 
send students to the National Leadership 
Conference, which was also moved to a virtu-
al format. The following students competed 
in the national competition: Chloe Hosier, 
Tyler Marlatt, Sydney Anderson, Hunter 
Hansen, Lauren Justesen, Ethan Clements, 
Molly Feile, Gus Pope, Zane Rikli, and Sela 
Rikli. 
 
While this school year provides unique chal-
lenges for our chapter, there are still great 
opportunities to take part in. Chapter officers 
and members have started projects that will 
impact the community, school, and local 
chapter. Most of the projects this year include 
virtual components in order for our chapter to 
sustain participation among our members. 
 
In-person conferences this fall have been 
adjusted to a virtual setting as well. At the 
end of September, our local officers partici-
pated in the state’s Fall Leadership Confer-
ence. At this conference, our members were 
inspired and learned how to lead in our or-
ganization and school. At the beginning of 
December, a few of our members were able 
to compete in UNL’s Husker Business Invita-
tional by completing online tests and Zoom 
interviews. 
 
We are excited to continue developing future 
business leaders throughout the rest of the 
school year, and we are looking forward to 
competing in various conferences in the 
spring. 
 

SCIENCE CLUB 
Laura Stock 

 
Science Club is off to another great start.  We 
have nearly twenty excited and engaged 
members this year.  We kicked off the year 
with a short hike to the USDA forest on Wa-
verly Road, just outside of Murdock, learning 
about phytoremediation that is taking place 
there.  In September, we dissected owl pel-
lets.  We held a science themed jack o’ lan-
tern carving contest in October for Hallow-
een.  We learned about the anatomy of squid 
by dissecting several at our November meet-
ing. Some of the squid contain intact ink sacs, 
so some students were able to write their 
name in squid ink.  Next semester we will 
begin preparing for the annual Science Bowl 
and the annual Science Olympiad competi-
tion that will be held in April.  
 

ART CLUB 
Linda Trundle 

 
Art club has met every month.  In December, 
we made Christmas ginger bread houses.  
One month, we combined with  Spanish Club 
to make pinatas and  God’s Eyes,  In Octo-
ber, we painted pumpkins donated by Mrs 
Stock.  Another month,  we explored differ-
ent watercolor techniques. Future art club 
projects will be tie dye, crocheting and weav-
ing.  
    

ELEMENTARY STUDENT COUNCIL 
Kate Nutzman/Cindy Backemeyer 

 
This year we have 18 students on the student 
council and two new sponsors. The sixth-
grade student council members are Dylan 
Bornemeier, Gracyn Hanes, Brody Marsh, 
Ellie Meyer, Eva Stansell, and Carson Towle. 
The fifth-grade members are Lucy Backe-
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meyer, Lila Coleman, Dustin Gordon, Jesse 
Greise, Ayzlee Haertel, and Carter Mans. The 
fourth-grade members are Layton Bornemei-
er, Petra Homan, Hayzel Josoff, Layton Pop-
pleton, Tegan Stephens, and Cameryn Towle. 
With the new Covid guidelines this year, we 
always wear masks and have our meetings 
after school, two to three times per month. 
All the students have shown a strong sense of 
community and are always willing to help the 
school in any way that they can.  They have 
demonstrated outstanding leadership, a posi-
tive attitude and have been excellent role 
models for other students. As a team, we 
have accomplished several tasks so far this 
school year. 
 
In the Fall, we had an outdoor school assem-
bly raising some school spirit.  We have also 
held different "spirit or dress-up" weeks. 
These consisted of student picked theme days 
for Homecoming, a "Sock-to-ber" week to 
celebrate Halloween, and theme days for hol-
iday attire.   Another way we have shown 
school spirit is by creating a school logo that 
is surrounded by 100 reasons we love our 
school. All the students in the elementary 
school were able to participate in this activi-
ty.  
 
In November, members prepared a 30-minute 
lesson for each grade level about voting, the 
democratic process, and the three branches of 
government.  Then, on November 3rd,  we 
held a school-wide election with voting 
booths, patriotic music, and we were even 
lucky enough to have a pretend Donald 
Trump and Joe Biden in attendance. All the 
elementary students signed into an election 
book and were able to cast a vote for the can-
didate of their choice. Each student received 
an "I voted" sticker after they placed their 
ballot in the voting box. Toward the end of 
November, the student council began a fund-
raiser to raise money for another water bottle 
filling station by selling Baker's Chocolates. 
So far, we have raised about $2,400 towards 
our goal of $3000.   
 
In December, we wrapped up our fundraiser 
and began another way to help our school and 
community. Throughout the duration of the 
month, we held a clothing drive for the city 
mission and collected money and canned 
goods for the food drive. Our school goal was 
3,000 items, but we exceeded our goal and 
collected around 3,800 items. We cannot 
express the gratitude we have toward the gen-
erosity of others during this time of giving. 
These items are a tremendous help to our 
local food pantry. Finally, this past month the 
sixth-grade members, with Mrs. Nichelson's 
aid, created videos that broadcast the news 
for the week. The sixth-grade members have 
learned how to use an app called "Do Ink," 
which uses green screen technology. These 
members have been working on these videos 
during their study halls and have shown so 
much creativity with this project. 
 
Along with all of these fun activities, mem-
bers have shown their creativity and organi-
zation in different aspects. Members have 
designed posters to hang around the school to 
advertise and promote the days for the 
school. The student council members also 
write a note to the staff with a little gift each 
month. With all of the extra effort and time 
given by staff members this year, the students 
want the staff to know that they recognize 
and appreciate all the extra work they are 
doing to keep the school safe. 
 
We are so thankful to have the opportunity to 
help our school and community. With a great 
group of students, we cannot wait to see what 
the next semester will hold!  
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL 
Nichole Justesen 

 
Homecoming Activities 
In October, we organized Spirit Week and 
Homecoming with the EM Cheerleaders.  
Despite having to modify homecoming activ-
ities due to Covid-19, it was still a huge suc-
cess! The Student Council and the Cheerlead-
ers organized and led the following games 
throughout Homecoming week to get stu-
dents involved in spirit week and to raise 
money for a good cause. We raised $27.00 
for May Baskets.   Below is a list of activities 
that were planned by Student Council: 
 
Monday – Capture the Flag 
Tuesday – Kick Ball 
Wednesday – Balloon Relay 
Thursday - Knock out (winning class play teachers) 
Friday – Downtown school pep rally in Elmwood 
 
Homecoming Court 2020: 
Noah Arent / Bre Romero 
Jared Drake/Jayden Halferty 
Gus Pope/Rylee Hogue 
Crown Bearers –  
Knox Bacon–Son of Keegan and April Bacon 
Kinley Anderson -  Daughter of Ryan and  
                 Kelly Anderson 
King – Noah Arent 
Queen – Jayden Halferty 

 
VETERANS DAY 
In November, the student council honored 
Veterans at both Elmwood-Murdock School 
sites at the annual, “Veterans Day” programs 
on Wednesday, November 11, 2020.  
Local veterans and their spouses were invited 
to attend the high school program. Due to 
Covid restrictions, the program was broadcast 
via Strive to the general public. The guest 
speaker was Major Dan Fritz.  Dan is a Train-
ing and Assistant Operations Officer for the 
67th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, Ne-
braska Army National Guard.  The concert 
band and choir lead by Mr. Hanson and Mrs. 
Graff, also performed several songs during 
the presentation. Lunch was served at the 
high school for all Veterans and their fami-
lies.  
 
FOOD DRIVE/CLOTHING DRIVE 
The Student Council decided to ramp up our 
food drive efforts by adding a clothing drive 
for the Elmwood and Murdock communities.  
This is a combined effort with the Elemen-
tary, Jr. High, and High School Student 
Council and the patrons of Elmwood and 
Murdock.   The Canned Food Drive ends on 
Dec 14th and the clothing drive ends January 
31st .  Our goal was to collect 3000 cans at 
each building. The winner of this year’s food 
drive received an ice cream party on the last 
day of first semester and first in line for lunch 
for semester 2.  The freshman class collected 
the most cans/dollars for first lunch and sen-
iors collected the most for 2nd lunch!  Both 
buildings reached their food drive goal so 
students will be released at 1:00 for Spring 
break. The students did an amazing job, they 
collected over $2000 dollars and 1000 cans to 
support our local food pantry.  
 
KNIGHTS EXPRESS 
he high school student council is launching a 
new adventure in conjunction with the ele-
mentary, called Knights Express. The student 
council is supporting positive peer interac-
tion!  Experiences with peers constitute an 
important developmental context for children 
wherein they acquire a wide range of behav-
iors, skills, and attitudes that influence their 
adaptation during the life span. 
 
In February, pending Covid-19 restrictions, 
the high school student council will play 
games, read books, work on homework, etc. 
in peer building workshops with elementary 
students.   
FUNDRAISNING 

This year we will be using our fundraising 
dollars to purchase more May Day Baskets.  
The baskets were a huge success! In 2018, 
we handed out 24 May Baskets to various 
community members in Elmwood and Mur-
dock (2019 was cancelled due to Covid-19). 
This year would like to double that number! 
The student council believes this is a great 
way to thank the community for supporting 
our students.   
 

QUIZ BOWL 
Lisa Hynes 

 
Due to COVID the middle school and high 
school quiz bowl teams have been unable to 
compete.  We are hoping that the Cass Coun-
ty Quad competitions for middle schoolers 
will be resumed sometime during the second 
semester. 
 
We have registered a team of high schoolers 
to once again compete on the on-air competi-
tion hosted by B107.3 from Nebraska City.  
Depending on the number of teams regis-
tered, we may be able to add a second team 
of players from Elmwood-Murdock. 
 

GOLF 
Curt Backemeyer 

 
Unfortunately the boys’ golf season just start-
ed last March and was abruptly stopped due 
to the pandemic.  We did have seven boys out 
which would have enabled us to have good 
competition for a full team.  Seniors Devin 
Mather and Gus Pope returned along with 
freshmen newcomers  Colt Bevans, Jeston 
Junker, Rylan Kastens, Angelo Leone, and 
Nate Rust.  On the positive side, these young 
men will all return for the 2021 season and 
we will hopefully add more young golfers to 
improve our depth.  
 
The fall of 2020 marked the eleventh girls’ 
golf season for Elmwood-Murdock. The 
Knights had three team members: Rylee 
Hogue (senior) and Elly West (sophomore).  
They were joined by senior Jami Twomey 
from Weeping Water.  Rylee and Jami earned 
multiple medals throughout the season and 
Rylee set a new 18-hole school record at 
Grandpa’s Woods.  Both Rylee and Elly also 
had career best scores for 9 and 18 holes at 
Grandpa’s Woods and major meets.  Rylee 
missed qualifying for the State meet by a 
mere five strokes with a District career best 
score.  Congratulations to all of the girls on a 
fine season. 
 

CROSS COUNTRY 
Cayle Burbach 

 
The Elmwood-Murdock-Weeping Water 
Trailblazer Cross Country team participated 
in 8 meets during the 2020 season. This was 
our first season combined, and we were able 
to compete this season for both individual 
and team scores. The Girls Cross Country 
team scored their highest team placing of 
fifth at the JCC Invite, Malcolm Invite, and 
Raymond Central Invite. The Boys Cross 
Country team scored their highest team plac-
ing of fifth at the Raymond Central Invite. 
Individual medals were earned by Trevin 
McKenzie and Dakota Wagner this season. 
Both High School boys and girls compete on 
courses of 5k (3.1 miles), while Junior High 
courses vary between 2K and 3K (1.25 and 
1.8 miles).  
 
Runners from Elmwood-Murdock for the 
high school team this season included: Sarah 
Kicak, Brianna Ross, Tucker Oehlerking, 
Rylan Packett, and Jaden Tuttle. Runners 
competing on the junior high team from 
Elmwood-Murdock were: Trevin McKenzie, 
Dakota Wagner, Blake Lavington, and Maris-
sa Oehlerking. 
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FOOTBALL 
Lance Steffen 

 
This season was a learning experience across 
the board – Not just on the football field, but 
in every aspect of our lives. We set lofty 
goals for this season, while we didn’t achieve 
all of our goals for this season, the team 
gained valuable life experiences that will 
only benefit them later in life.  
 
Season recap- 
The 2020 Football team had 32 players and 
with this great depth came a willingness to 
compete. We truly began our season in Janu-
ary with our Knight Power strength and con-
ditioning program. We ask a lot of our male 
athletes – 40 days in the spring and 40 days 
in the summer. This offseason got interrupted 
due to our hiatus caused by COVID-19, but 
despite that we had 28 players show up in 
June and in those two months achieve their E
-M Power Award for dedication to Knight 
Power! The purpose of Knight Power is to 
build our bodies for success on the field of 
competition as well as to build positive work 
ethic habits and a commitment to the team 
when many of their peers are enjoying time 
off from school-related responsibilities. It is 
our philosophy that the workout only works, 
if you work. I give immense credit to our 
athletes for the work they put in when no one 
else is watching. 
 
Our goals for 2020 were focused on improv-
ing our culture and camaraderie as a team and 
competing for District and State Champion-
ships. We built on our experience from last 
year’s team and had several new faces con-
tribute in a big way this season. Though we 
came up short on some of those goals, we had 
a good mix of experienced and younger play-
ers have huge roles on our team. Due to some 
tough breaks, injuries, and our very difficult 
schedule which we take a lot of pride in, we 
finished the season 5-4. This year we were 
District Runners Up and qualified for the 
playoffs for the 3rd consecutive season, our 
20th overall as a district. Though our playoff 
matchup with Lutheran High NE didn’t go 
our way, I believe it helps to continue to set 
the foundation for future teams and I believe 
our success this season has helped to perpetu-
ate the fact that E-M Knights Football is a 
force to be reckoned with. 
 
Everyone contributed to our success and im-
provement throughout the season both at the 
varsity and the junior varsity level. As men-
tioned before, our varsity finished with an 5-4 
record and our JV team finished with a 1-3 
record, though was very competitive in those 
games, many times playing as freshmen and 
sophomores against sophomores and juniors. 
A staple of our program is our commitment 
to the importance of practice and I believe we 
definitely exemplified that this season. I was 
very proud of the very few absences we had 
from school and practice which allowed us to 
excel in the classroom as well as on the field.  
 
Though I am having a hard time imagining 
myself as the coach of the E-M football team 
without our nine seniors, Noah Arent, Jared 
Drake, Hunter Hansen, Noah Jones, Gus 
Pope, Sergio Rikli, Cam Spiegel, Carson 
VonRentzell, and Justin Wolph, I know they 
have helped to continue the culture we strive 
for at Elmwood-Murdock year-in and year-
out. Truly, these young men grew and thrived 
in their roles as leaders of this team. I am 
very thankful for the opportunity to have 
been their coach and I can’t wait to see what 
great things they do with their futures. 
 
For those players that are returning next year 
and any who are considering going out that 
didn’t play last year, we are building some-
thing special here and I encourage you to 

become a part of our Football Family. I am 
very excited for next season and can’t wait to 
start! KNIGHT PRIDE!! 
 

VOLLEYBALL 
Nichole Justesen 

 
Season recap –  
The 2020 Elmwood-Murdock volleyball team 
consisted of 19 girls!  This year we had 2 
seniors: Abby Petersen and Bre Romero.  The 
girls worked hard over the covid break/
summer.  The girls started zoom lifting and 
volleyball workouts in April and continued 
through August.  The main focus was team 
unity increased strength, quickness, and 
showing up! Assist coaches were Lisa 
Schmidt and Jenny Schroll.  
 
Every year the Elmwood-Murdock volleyball 
team helps support awareness for families in 
need. This year our team and the EMHS stu-
dent council decided to support one of our 
own, Angelo Leone.  Angelo has been diag-
nosed with AVM.  A special thank you to 
Jolean Piitz for printing our awareness drive 
shirts this year. A brain arteriovenous malfor-
mation (AVM) is a tangle of abnormal blood 
vessels connecting arteries and veins in the 
brain. The arteries are responsible for taking 
oxygen-rich blood from the heart to the brain. 
Veins carry the oxygen-depleted blood back 
to the lungs and heart. A brain AVM disrupts 
this vital process. We were able to raise over 
$300.00! 
 
Our team goals for 2020 focused on high 
efficiency serving and serve receive, as well 
as, creating a positive team-oriented court.  
We worked toward achieving our goal during 
the off-season by bringing in Gwen Egbert, 
Head Doane University Coach, to develop 
our passing/serving skills in grades 7th 

through 12th.  
 
Everyone on the team impacted our success 
at both the junior varsity and varsity level.  
Our team goals include 90% serving and 80% 
passing accuracy and team unity.   We fin-
ished the 2020 varsity season with 14 - 19 
record.  The  JV ended their season 12 – 9 
and the C-team 5-4.  We ended the year at 
88.4% serving and 89% serve receive effi-
ciency.  The Knights collected 767 kills, 713 
assists, 1391 digs, 64 solo blocks and 200 ace 
serves. Despite not winning our sub-district 
final game against Johnson Brock, I was very 
proud of all of the girls’ effort and commit-
ment during the season.  Our last two games 
showed how much the girls loved the game 
of volleyball. The upperclassman were instru-
mental in our successful year.  They provided 
positive team bonding and motivation on and 
off the court.  
 

JUNIOR HIGH GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 
Jen Justus 

 
This season there were 21 girls on the team.  
We were able to play most games in an A, B, 
and C team format, to allow more opportuni-
ties to improve and grow as a player.  It was 
great to see the growth of the girls as we 
moved from August through October. The 
girls worked hard every day to get better as a 
teammate, player, and person.  Our overall 
goal was to get better every day during sea-
son, and to prepare for high school volley-
ball, both mentally and physically.  We had a 
great season, and look forward to next year! 

 
UNIFIED BOWLING 

April Bacon 
 
This is our district’s third year participating 
in unified bowling.  The purpose of unified 
bowling is to promote social inclusion 
through a shared sport.  Unified bowling 
joins people with and without intellectual 

disabilities on the same team.  It was inspired 
by a simple principle:  training together and 
playing together is a quick path to friendship 
and understanding.  Having a sport in com-
mon is just one more way that preconceptions 
and false ideas are swept away. 
 
The district had four teams composed of 
twelve students this year for bowling.  The 
season is packed into the month of Novem-
ber. The bowling team practiced once a week 
after school at Papio Bowl in Papillion, NE.  
The season consisted of five regular season 
matches and then districts.  The team bowled 
six games each match using a bakers format.  
The team traveled to Lincoln, Omaha, Te-
cumseh and Elkhorn for the matches.  Post 
season play consisted of a district match in 
Lincoln.  The team received first place in one 
tournament and third in another this year.  
The athletes and partners both improved their 
skills during the season but more importantly 
had fun doing a sport that was new to every-
one.  Our goal for next year is to continue to 
increase the number of athletes and partners 
participating in the sport.    
 

JUNIOR HIGH BOYS BASKETBALL 
Monte Frerichs 

 
This season there were 15 boys on the team.  
We were able to play an A, and a B game 
against our opponents to allow for more op-
portunities to improve and grow.  It was great 
to see the growth of the teams as we moved 
from through the season.  The overall goal is 
to develop the players and practice skills that 
will carry them into high school.  I think 
teamwork is one of the most important attrib-
utes of any program and throughout the sea-
son this became a main focus.   The players 
really worked together well.     
 

HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL 
Aaron Pryor 

 
The 2020-2021 Season has begun and the E-
M Boys Basketball Team will be competing 
at the Varsity, JV, and C Team Levels.  We 
currently have 22 student-athletes in the pro-
gram in Grades 9-12.  The team will once 
again be competing in Class D-1 this season.  
We have a challenging regular season sched-
ule and are aiming to be playing at a high 
level when Districts arrive in late February.  
This year’s seniors include: Noah Arent, No-
ah Jones, Sergio Rikli, Gus Pope, and Justin 
Wolph.  We will rely on their leadership this 
season and look forward to the opportunity to 
compete while representing Elmwood-
Murdock High School.   
 
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL 

Paul Dwyer 
 
This year we have 14 girls in Grades 9-12 out 
for high school basketball.  They are led by 
Senior Jayden Halferty.  The team is early 
into the season and are working each day to 
improve upon their skills for a very demand-
ing schedule that is played each year.   The 
Lady Knights are playing D1 basketball clas-
sification, and this year have 20 games 
against teams that are either C2, C1 or B in 
classification.   
 
The 200 hour club has now entered it’s sec-
ond season.  In order to be a member of this 
club, the girls had to have played in at least 
200 hours of off-season basketball on their 
own.  The girls were also awarded hours for 
being multi sport athletes.  The following 
girls made the club and their pictures are 
hanging on the wall in the new gym Jayden 
Halferty, Lexi Bacon, Bailey Frahm, Ella 
Zierott, Laney Frahm, Cassidy Callaway, 
Hanna Josoff, Haylee Josoff, Jordan Vogler, 
and Tatum Backemeyer. 


