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Dear Patrons,

It is a pleasure to be writing you in this latest edition 
of Connections Magazine. Completing my second year 
as your superintendent has been filled with wonderful 
experiences in the classroom and throughout the 
community. We have so much to be proud of in this 
district. The opportunities for our teachers and students 
are second to none. We strive not only to be the district of 
choice in this region but in our state.

You will see in this latest edition a story of a family 
and why they chose our district, another story of our 
choir and their amazing performance at Carnegie Hall, 
and another story of one of our talented alumni. With so 
many stories of our students and their accomplishments, 
it is often difficult to decide which ones to include in this 
publication. Not a bad problem to have, huh?

I say this often but I want to say again. I deeply 
appreciate our community and their continual support 
of our students. We could not be the excellent district we 
are without the support of the entire Russellville family.

I am proud to be a part of this teaching and learning 
community!

Educating, equipping, and empowering all students,

Dr. Mark Gotcher
Superintendent
Russellville School District WE HAVE SO MUCH TO BE PROUD OF IN THIS 

DISTRICT. THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR 

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS ARE SECOND TO NONE. 

WE STRIVE NOT ONLY TO BE THE DISTRICT OF 

CHOICE IN THIS REGION BUT IN OUR STATE.”
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T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

The RSD Connections magazine is a 
publication of the Russellville School District.

In compliance with federal nondiscrimination 
laws, the Russellville School District does 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, religion, or disability 
in its employment and education practices. If 
you have questions regarding the professional 
qualifications of your child’s teachers or 
paraprofessionals, you are encouraged to contact 
Mrs. Alene Bynum, Assistant Superintendent of 
Personnel and Instruction at 479.968.1306.

Le invitamos a que hable con la Mrs. Alene 
Bynum, si usted tiene alguna pregunta sobre las 
capacitaciones profesionales de los maestros o 
asistentes de maestros de sus hijos.

ABOUT RSD CONNECTIONS MAGAZINE

Sequoyah Elementary students participating in 
Kids Club.
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‘CULTIVATING A 

CULTURE OF LEADERSHIP 

AND COMMUNITY’

KIDS

CLUB

WALKING 
THROUGH the 

hallways of an elementary 
school has a certain type of magic. The 

sound of laughter, the colorful artwork on display, 
and the energy you feel when a snaggle tooth grin smiles 

and waves to you as students hurry to their destinations. You can’t 
help but smile, and to think back on fond memories of when you 
were that young. We can agree that early, formative years are a 

critical time in a child’s development and much of who we are as 
adults is shaped from these early experiences.
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SEQUOYAH’S
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There is so much more going on than 
multiplication tables and art work; educa-
tors are beginning to address the needs of 
the whole child, including their need for 
acceptance, friendship, and a nurturing, 
positive environment to help them grow 
into successful adults.

Studies have shown that there is an 
increase in depression and anxiety among 
our elementary students across the nation, 
with some data linking it to the amount of 
screen time on electronic devices.

Which is exactly why Sequoyah’s Kids 
Club was created!

The purpose of this program is to create 
a culture where students feel comfortable 
and supported, and therefore thrive. Prin-
cipal Barbara McShane explains, “in an 
effort to enhance our positive culture, we 
launched a new program this school year 
called ‘Kids Club’ designed to cultivate a 
family atmosphere and build a stronger 
sense of community.”

McShane’s brother, who is also an 
educator in Iowa City, shared with her the 
idea of elementary advisory classes and 

A L L  S T U D E N T S  R E A C H  T H E I R  I N D I V I D U A L  P O T E N T I A L

“TEACHERS HAVE 

THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO INTERACT 

AND DEVELOP A 

RELATIONSHIP WITH 

STUDENTS OF ALL 

GRADE LEVELS. 

THEY CERTAINLY 

HAVE A GREATER 

APPRECIATION FOR 

EACH OTHER.”

— PRINCIPAL BARBARA MCSHANE

the benefits it would undoubtedly have on 
the entire school. After doing her research 
alongside Vice Principal Brad Beatty, they 
presented the idea to faculty and staff. 
They were not only enthusiastic about be-
ginning the program, but several teachers 
volunteered to develop lesson plans.
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The goals for the club are simple: to provide op-
portunities where older classmates could serve as 
role models to younger classmates, creating a diverse 
group environment where students would learn 
to value each other’s contributions, and to build a 
stronger teacher-student rapport to increase kindness, 
embrace diversity, and take pride in their school.

Students from kindergarten through fourth grade 
were randomly assigned to a licensed staff member 
and placed in a group that resembles an ambassa-
dor type relationship from upperclassmen down to 
the younger students. Lessons that are taught vary 
from activities that would teach sportsmanship and 
humanity, to communication skills to work together 
to solve problems in a collaborative group effort, and 
even using the engineering design process together.

The idea of leadership and changing perspective 
for teachers of multiple grade levels is another posi-
tive to the program. Fourth grade teachers might 
never have had the experience of teaching kinder-
gartners, and this allows them the chance to connect 
with students they otherwise might not ever have the 
opportunity to work with.

A L L  S T U D E N T S  R E A C H  T H E I R  I N D I V I D U A L  P O T E N T I A L

Readers’ Choice Awards20152018

479-880-1222
1309 East Main • Russellville
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“Teachers have the opportunity to 
interact and develop a relationship with 
students of all grade levels. They certainly 
have a greater appreciation for each 
other,” McShane said.

Third grade teacher Mrs. Ann Lowe 
states that, “Kids Club has been a great 
opportunity for me to meet other stu-
dents at Sequoyah outside the third 
grade. I have enjoyed watching young 
leaders emerge in the group as we have 
progressed throughout the year with vari-
ous discussions and activities.”

The idea of upperclassmen taking 
leadership roles in their schools and with 
their younger classmates has also helped 
increase the culture of positivity that can 
be seen throughout the campus.

Shonda Johnson, instructional facilita-
tor, agrees, “I have witnessed many fist 
bumps and high fives in the hallway and 

on the playground. Students are greet-
ing their fellow Kids Club members. The 
Club offers the chance for students to 
connect to a peer group outside of their 
classroom.”

This very reason was the hope for the 
program, says McShane. “Soft skills and 
school culture are proven to be just as 
important as academic content learned.” 
Some examples of soft skills would be 
problem solving, communication, team 
work, and understanding the roles of 
leadership. Lowe offers that “The rela-
tionships formed in this ‘family’ group 
have given students confidence.”

Overall, the program has been over-
whelmingly accepted among students and 
staff. When a group of students were asked 
during their club time what their favorite 
thing about Kids Club was, they shouted 
almost in perfect unison, “Friendship!”

A L L  S T U D E N T S  R E A C H  T H E I R  I N D I V I D U A L  P O T E N T I A L

“STUDENTS ARE 

GREETING THEIR 

FELLOW KIDS CLUB 

MEMBERS. 

THE CLUB OFFERS 

THE CHANCE FOR 

STUDENTS TO 

CONNECT TO A PEER 

GROUP OUTSIDE OF 

THEIR CLASSROOM.”

— SHONDA JOHNSON
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At first glance when entering the 
computer lab at Russellville Junior 
High School, you don’t know what 
all the commotion is about, but 
you want in on the excitement 
that fills the room!

A L L  S T U D E N T S  R E A C H  T H E I R  I N D I V I D U A L  P O T E N T I A L

A crowded lab full of students, each with headsets and fingers 
madly clicking their mice and keyboards, is what you see, but the 
feeling of teamwork that comes from them cheering each other 
on during their feverish clicking is what holds your attention. 
Michael Zelnick, student appointed director of eSports, is 
casually floating around the room, willing to help when needed, 
but clearly enjoying himself as much as the students.

eSports

NEW 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

AT RSD
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A L L  S T U D E N T S  R E A C H  T H E I R  I N D I V I D U A L  P O T E N T I A L

Zelnick, a self-proclaimed gamer 
himself, said he has participated in group 
gaming competitions since he was in high 
school and still participates in the sport 
with friends. So naturally, when student 
Gabriel Tackett approached his EAST Lab 
teacher last fall interested in beginning 
an eSports league, Zelnick was the first 
suggestion to lead the students in this 
new endeavor. Together, with two other 
students, they presented the idea to Mr. 
Kordsmeier, RJHS principal.

Tackett says he found out about other 
schools incorporating eSports and wanted 
the opportunity for his school to join in 
this new craze and tap into the scholar-
ship potential that it offers.

One thing Gabriel wishes that parents 
and administrators understood was the 
level of complexity that comes with being 
successful in gaming.

“The same level of skill, coordination, 
and strategy that go into a sport like 
football is just as important in gaming,” 
he said. “It’s a meticulous process to learn 
the ins and outs of the game in order to 
work with your teammates and be suc-
cessful together as a team.”

Unlike some sports, eSports is open to 
both girls and boys.

Beverly Argueta was quick to explain, 
“There aren’t as many girls in gaming as 
guys, so it’s a great opportunity to express 
ourselves and compete with our peers.”

Teammate Jessica Avalos-Reyes has 
hopes this will soon change. “We hope to 
see more and more girls get involved in 
eSports. I have always played at home, but 
am so excited this opportunity has come to 
our school!”

“WE ARE LEARNING 

TEAMWORK AND 

COMMUNICATION 

SKILLS, AND THIS 

IS ANOTHER WAY TO 

EARN A SCHOLARSHIP 

SO I HOPE THIS 

CONTINUES TO 

GROW!”

— JESSICA AVALOS-REYES

Matt McCoy, Agent
701 E Parkway Drive

Russellville, AR 72801
Bus: 479-968-2466

matt.mccoy.ugmr@statefarm.com

Ride with the #1 car 
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personal service, 
it’s no wonder 
more drivers 

trust State Farm.®

CALL FOR A 
QUOTE 24/7.
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, 

Bloomington, IL

Featuring
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(479) 968-1191
420 E. 4th St., Russellville

Kit &
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Kitterman
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When asked what convinced the girls to join, they 
quickly responded that it’s the scholarship opportu-
nities it presents following high school.

“We are learning teamwork and communication 
skills, and this is another way to earn a scholarship 
so I hope this continues to grow!” Avalos-Reyes said.

Tackett emphatically agrees and explained that 
parents and administrators need to understand 
that colleges are looking at eSports for scholarships.

“You wouldn’t deny a student the chance at po-
tential scholarship opportunities if it was any other 
sport, so why would you with this?” he added.

Zelnick agrees that eSports is not only a great 
way to get students involved on campus but the 
enthusiasm that the league has created with its 
potential opportunities for college scholarships is 
the important takeaway of the new sport.

Enthusiasm for continuing education while creat-
ing new student leaders, and cultivating teamwork 
make eSports a great addition to RSD.

A L L  S T U D E N T S  R E A C H  T H E I R  I N D I V I D U A L  P O T E N T I A L
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The conclusion of the 
2019 school year will end 
a legacy of learning with 
the retirement of Assistant 
Superintendent Alene Bynum 
after a 29-year career in 
public education, with 28 
of them serving Russellville 
School District. Bynum joined 
the RHS faculty in 1991.

She served as a high 
school social studies 
teacher, Russellville 
Junior High School 
principal, and assistant 
superintendent for per-
sonnel, curriculum and 
instruction for the last 
nine years.

Bynum’s tenure as 
assistant superintendent 
has had a positive impact 
on education across the 
state. She was president 
of the Arkansas Associa-
tion of School Personnel Administrators 
from 2014-15 and received the ArkASPA 
Administrator of the Year Award in 
2015.

Russellville school board member and 
former RHS Principal Wesley White 
says Bynum will be remembered for 
positive energy and strong work ethic. 

“Mrs. Bynum was a high energy 

teacher from day one and a master at 
motivating students to learn. She was 
a strong believer in student voice and 
brought out the best in our students. 
Mrs. Bynum has truly made a differ-
ence for students and teachers. We will 
see the positive results of her efforts for 
years to come.”

Bynum was instrumental in several 
initiatives to honor teachers and staff 
during her career at RSD. She initiated 
a district-wide curriculum for math, sci-

ence and language arts. She 
coordinated a district ap-
preciation awards program 
through Teacher of the Year 
and Employee of the Year 
recognitions, as well as 
beginning each new school 
year with a celebratory 
back to school breakfast for 
teachers and classified staff.

Judy Pennington, Direc-
tor of Curriculum, said 
Bynum encouraged admin-
istrators to work collegially.
“Mrs. Bynum taught us to 

work hard, laugh often, think 
proactively, own our mistakes, ask for 
forgiveness, and always have fun, music, 
and food at every meeting. She even 
encouraged us to dance off our frustra-
tions or anger. Mrs. Bynum has put 
systems and structures in place that will 
empower us to continue with her work,” 
Pennington said.

Russellville Superintendent Dr. Mark 

Gotcher says Bynum had many ac-
complishments during her career. “I 
can count on one hand the number of 
people that have had a profound impact 
on me and my leadership journey. 
Alene Bynum is one such person. She 
is a friend and colleague that has and 
continues to make a profound impact on 
teaching and learning.”

Bynum announced her plans for re-
tirement during the Board of Education 
meeting this past February.

Bynum isn’t the only educator leav-
ing this year. The district will see more 
employees completing their educational 
careers with a combined total of just 
under 420 years of service in the Rus-
sellville School District. Among those 
retiring are Martha Eidson, Center 
Valley Elementary 39 years; Marlene 
Kuras, RMS 38 years; Beckie Hankins, 
RJHS 32 years; Matha Rogers, London 
Elementary 31 years, Margie Price, 
Sequoyah Elementary 30 years; Debbie 
Moudy, RHS Athletics 30 years, Sarah 
Dove, Sequoyah Elementary 30 years; 
Jeanne Masters, Crawford Elementary 
29 years; Jullie Campbell, Oakland 
Heights 25 years; Mary Grice, Sequoyah 
Elementary 23 years; Jacklynne Harris, 
Adult Ed. 21 years; Crystal Avery, Center 
Valley Elementary 19 years; Dianna 
Rentfro, Custodial 12 years; Debra Hill, 
Custodial 10 years; Dale McAnulty, 
Technology 10 years; Brenda Wheelus, 
Central Office 10 years; and Wayne Hill, 
Maintenance 7 years.

RSD HONORS ALENE BYNUM 

FOR HER CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO EDUCATION

ALENE BYNUM

Retirements
across
the
district

A  L E G A C Y  O F  L E A R N I N G
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When considering how to judge the success of 
students following their graduation from high school, 
several factors come into play — how well they are 
doing academically in their higher education studies, 
are they a contributing member of society, do they 
represent their alma mater in a way that is positive, 
and so much more.

A  L E G A C Y  O F  L E A R N I N G

Kelsey
    Stone

“YOU HAVE THIS 

FOUNDATION SET 

IN YOUR MIND IN 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

THAT ONE DAY YOU, 
TOO, WILL BE A 

CYCLONE AND IT 

MAKES YOU BEGIN TO 

THINK ABOUT YOUR 

FUTURE EARLIER.”

— KELSEY STONE

YOUNG ALUMNI

215 South Portland Avenue • 479-968-5256

We offer Nursing Assistant classes and are always
accepting applications for Full-Time RNs, LPNs,

and CNAs. Come join our team!

Serving the River Valley
over 50 Years

From left to right  “Amanda Crow, Scott Babb, Jennifer Spradlin, 
Scott Hill, and Kathryn Kastner”

479-967-8000
www.simmonsbank.com
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A  L E G A C Y  O F  L E A R N I N G

At first glance, Kelsey Stone is a great example 
of what you would hope your student would be-
come following graduation.

She is respectful, gracious, and has a positivity 
that is hard to ignore. What’s more exceptional is 
her ability to channel her gift at such an early age 
to inspire others, her peers, and younger students, 
to follow their intuition and ‘find their gift.’

Stone, a 2015 Russellville High School graduate, 
has fond memories of her time at RHS including 
four years on a championship soccer team. She 
recalls how her coach, Kelly Young, always pushed 
her and fellow teammates to do more, and never 
settled following their championship win in 2012.

When asked what prepared her most for life 
after graduation, Stone quickly responds that the 
leadership within RSD was the outstanding factor 
that sticks out to her the most. She goes on to say 
how she looked up to then Assistant Principal 
Sarah Stobaugh.

“I wanted to be Sarah Stobaugh when I was in 
high school,” she said.

Did You Know?!
Good Grades and Good Vision go hand
in hand. Eighty percent of what kids
learn in school is presented visually.

Since 1 in 4 children have a vision
problem, yearly comprehensive eye
exams are critical. Binocular vision
problems can significantly affect a
child’s ability to learn even though they
may read 20/20 on the chart.

Your child should have an exam by
their first birthday, at 3 years of age,
before starting school and every year
thereafter to evaluate their visual acuity,
binocular vision and eye health.

Call today to schedule an appointment!

3715 W. Main St.
Russellville, Arkansas

(479) 280-1991
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Stone, a math and science middle level 
education major at Arkansas Tech Univer-
sity, was crowned Miss Tech during the 
62nd Annual Miss Arkansas Tech University 
Scholarship Pageant at Witherspoon Audito-
rium in 2017.

“I was told by one of my high school 
teachers that I would make a great teacher, 
but I pursued nursing following graduation. 
After traveling from school to school sharing 
my platform through Miss Arkansas, I real-
ized my passion for working with kids and 
changed my major to education.”

Stone says one thing that is evident from 
visiting different districts is how RSD builds 
and maintains a sense of unity between all 
of its schools, beginning in kindergarten.

“You have this foundation set in your 
mind in elementary school that one day you, 
too, will be a Cyclone and it makes you begin 
to think about your future earlier than some 
other schools who are focused just on their 
building.”

A  L E G A C Y  O F  L E A R N I N G

SALES • SERVICE • LEASING
• Factory Trained Technicians • Free Demo  

• Full Color Copies • Network Scanning, 
Faxing & Printing • Digital & Affordable  
• Same Day Service • LEASE TO OWN

Works with 
iPhone & Android

1304 S. Arkansas Ave. • www.wightoffi ce.com

River Valley’s Only Authorized Sales & Service Dealer

479-967-0381
Since 1929

Innovative degree programs
Guaranteed tuition rates with the UAFS Promise

Small class sizes
Hands-on learning experiences
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A  L E G A C Y  O F  L E A R N I N G

Following her passion of working 
with middle level kids, Stone is in and 
out of schools across the state sharing 
her platform, “find your gift.” She says 
her own gift is music and her love for 
songwriting, and she uses those gifts to 
encourage younger students to pursue 
their dreams and use their gifts too! 
Her first single, ‘Find Your Gift’ will 
debut later this month.

Daughter of Kim and Dee Stone, 
the Arkansas Tech sophomore took 
home the Lindsey Ahrens Vocal Award 
and the Nona Dirksmeyer Memorial 
Overall Talent Award then went on 
to win the Miss Tech crown in 2017. 
Her talent was a vocal performance of 
“Rise Up.”

Stone represented ATU and the 
River Valley in the 2018 Miss Arkan-
sas Pageant at the Robinson Center 
Auditorium in Little Rock, and was the 
fourth runner-up.

@Your Pope County Library System@Your Pope County Library System

2019 Summer
Reading Program

Registration Starts May 15th

Kickoff June 1st
Finale July 6th

Russellville Hours:
Mon-Wed 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

116 East 3rd Street • (479) 968-4368 • www.popelibrary.org

Pictured (from left): Jeff Bosold, FNP, Danielle Mullins-Moats, FNP,
Terri McKown, DNP, and Andrew Monfee, M.D.

ProvidingQuality Healthcare
in a Family Environment

MonfeeMedical Clinic

Family Practice •Women’s Health
Nutrition/Wellness • Occupational Health

Preventive Care

Monday-Wednesday/Friday 8am-5pm
Thursday/Saturday 8am-12pm

Elizabeth Rehm
MS, RD/LD, CDE

3812 West Main Street/479.968.1245
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It’s always interesting when meeting people 
new to the area and learning their reasoning 
behind choosing Russellville as their choice 
to settle down. For some people, it’s because 
of the scenic beauty and ample opportunities 
to enjoy the outdoors, and others say the 
unique “small town feel” is what they noticed 
and fell in love with.

B E  T H E  S C H O O L  O F  C H O I C E  I N  O U R  R E G I O N

SCHOOL OF CHOICE 

IN OUR REGION

Cartwright
     family

But for the Cartwright family, the decision to 
choose Russellville was solely left on the shoulders 
of the Center for the Arts and the amenities Rus-
sellville School District offers their son, William.

Dr. Jeff Cartwright and wife, Judi, knew there 
would be a big impact when moving their son 
from one high school to another following his 
sophomore year, and they took the move from 
Washington very seriously. While Dr. Cartwright 
interviewed at St. Mary’s Regional Medical Center, 
Judi toured the Russellville High School campus. 
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Imagine her surprise when she was led 
through the rows of red seating and 
shown the extensive backstage setup 
that RHS could offer her son, whose 
passion just so happened to be in the-
atre.

Following his interview, Dr. Cart-
wright joined his wife and was able to 
see for himself just what Russellville 
School District could provide his son 
academically, and as an aspiring artist.

“The Center for the Arts just wowed 
us; we were pleasantly surprised to find 
such an amazing facility in Russellville, 
Arkansas,” Cartwright said.

For Judi, making sure the district 
would provide academic opportunities 
as well as daily structure for William 
was equally important.

“Coming from a graduating class of 
30 to RHS would be a big transition, 
and we knew in order for our son to be 

successful he would need structure to 
balance his creativity. I am confident 
that unlike any other school, Russellville 
provides everything he needs to be suc-
cessful,” she said.

Judi went on to say that Mr. Bruce 
Conley has gone out of his way to take 
an interest in William’s well-being and 
knowing that there are other teachers 
just as invested in their son’s success has 
made them confident that RSD is the 
right choice for their family.

Dr. Cartwright offered that “the most 
important quality that separates a suc-
cessful school district from less success-
ful is leadership, and more specifically, 
leadership that understands every stu-
dent is different and needs to be treated 
as an individual in order to thrive. The 
teachers and staff at RHS understand 
that, and that is what makes Russellville 
School District our School of Choice.”

“THE MOST 

IMPORTANT QUALITY 

THAT SEPARATES A 

SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL 

DISTRICT FROM 

LESS SUCCESSFUL IS 

LEADERSHIP. LEADERSHIP 

THAT UNDERSTANDS 

EVERY STUDENT IS 

DIFFERENT AND NEEDS 

TO BE TREATED AS AN 

INDIVIDUAL IN ORDER TO 

THRIVE.”

— DR. JEFF CARTWRIGHT

Termite Control • Pest Control • Bird/Bat Control
Bed Bug Control • Fire Ant Control • Mosquito Control
LowOdor Chemicals • Minor Remodeling & Repairs

Serving You Since 1976
479-890-6960 | 1215 E. 14th St.

DeltaPestControl.net

BRING US IN...WE’LL TAKE THEM OUT!

VOTED BEST
PEST CONTROL!
VOTED BEST 

Call for a FREE Estimate!
Toll Free 888-394-3177
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Is there anything better than the 
feeling of excitement when you say to 
yourself, “I never want to forget this 
moment?”

B E  T H E  S C H O O L  O F  C H O I C E  I N  O U R  R E G I O N

FOCUSED 
DETERMINATION
BRINGS GREAT 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Well, when speaking with the Russellville 
High School Chamber Choir members, that’s 
exactly their thoughts about performing at 
Carnegie Hall in March. One student de-
scribes it as “the most beautiful theatre I’ll 
ever perform in!” Choir Director Mr. Matt 
Foy agrees and says that, “singing at Carn-

egie Hall is an experience of a lifetime. Carn-
egie Hall is the premier performance venue 
for musicians in the United States.”

For junior Genevieve Manly, the enormous 
amount of excitement and pride from her 
parents is when she began to understand what 
an honor it was to be invited to perform.

Carnegie
           Hall

RHS CHAMBER 

CHOIR PERFORMS AT
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“I couldn’t comprehend just how big of an 
opportunity this would be for me,” she said.

Sophomore Camryn Manning had a special 
connection to Carnegie Hall, which made the 
experience much more personal.

“My mother was invited to perform at Carn-
egie years ago but the performance date fell 
on her wedding day, so she passed on the op-
portunity,” Manning said. “So, to me, I wasn’t 
just singing for myself but for my mom too!”

Manning said the enormity of the experi-
ence was not lost on her.

“I know some people train their whole lives 
and never make it here,” she added.

Foy agrees with his students and was quick 
to offer that this is a lifetime achievement for 
most musicians.

The students participate in one of three 
separate choir groups that meet during three 
different class periods throughout the school 
day. The music program has been on a roll 
since performing at the Presidential Inaugu-
ration in 2017. 

Carnegie
           Hall

A Tradition Of Excellence 
For Over 40 Years

Even Though You May
Be New In Town…

We’re Not!

1903 S. Arkansas Ave. • 968-3991

Supports the Russellville 
School District

A Tradition Of Excellence
For Over 45 Years

     e y e c a r e,

     e y e w e a r.

Being a student is both a rewarding and challenging 
experience. Help your children 
succeed this year by having a 
comprehensive eye exam. So much 
of learning is visually based, that 
students with undiagnosed vision 
problems often have issues with 
academic performance. Since 
1979, Dr. Lieblong and his staff 
has developed a reputation of 
professional eye care by getting to 
know people just like you who want 
the best attention when it comes to their eye health. 

www.lieblongeyeclinic.com
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The attention from that performance 
resulted in the invitation to perform in 
New York City at Carnegie Hall. As we 
know, the RHS Choir is far from normal, 
but to put into perspective the amount 
of material they have mastered is com-
parable to college choral expectations.

Foy further explains, “a normal high 
school choir would learn between three 
and seven songs that they would then 
perform for their choral performance 
assessment, and the state festival. This 
would be up to seven songs for selected 
students but the majority would learn 
three.”

Foy brags, saying this group of stu-
dents can take any piece of music and 
learn to sing it almost on their own. In 
his opinion, their ability to read and 
make music is the most amazing part of 
the group. “Their ability to learn music 
so quickly and to sing it musically is re-
ally amazing.”

The students at RHS have partici-
pated in the state festival, their Choral 
Performance Assessment (CPA) as well 
as Arkansas All-State auditions, All-
State performance, and the performance 
in New York City. It’s worth mention-
ing that several students are in three 
performing groups for CPA and the state 
festival.

These students have learned any-
where between 10-22 songs just this 
semester, which doesn’t include their 
upcoming concert in May.

“This pace of music learning is similar 
to what I did as a college student. There 
are not many high school students 

who could do this, but our students 
are exceptional,” Foy says proudly. He 
continues by saying that, “this group of 
students is one of the most talented and 
hardworking groups I have ever had. I 
constantly challenge them with difficult 
music and performing opportunities 
and they accept any challenge thrown at 
them and excel.”

Some points of pride he shares is 
that the most students in the history of 
RHS Choir qualified for the Arkansas 
All-State Choir this year, and the RHS 
Chamber Choir was chosen to be the 
featured high school honor choir at the 
Arkansas All-State Music Conference. 
The RHS Festival Chorus was chosen for 
the performance at Carnegie Hall.

Senior Jason Collins wants people to 
know that the level of dedication it takes 
to get here required a lot of hard work 
and hours of dedication to perfecting 
their craft.

“I begin every morning at 7 a.m. with 
The Chromatics and then rehearse with 
the Chamber Choir until school starts.” 
Dedication to excellence is a theme 
among this group with Manly offering 
up, “after six years in choir, I’ve learned 
dedication is the most important quality 
you need as a singer.”

Rehearsals for Carnegie Hall began in 
January with students describing two to 
three-hour practices on Sunday after-
noons leading up to spring break and the 
majority say they rehearsed at least an 
hour at home on their own time. But this 
group didn’t just rehearse at home, they 
capitalized on a 27-hour bus ride to New 
York City by incorporating rehearsals 
along the way. “Foy wanted us to be pre-
pared so we practiced all the way there, 
and we went through the set list after 
every meal,” junior Alex Jones said.

When the group is asked about the 
trip itself, eyes twinkle with excite-
ment and fond memories of “the most 
eye-opening trip we have ever been on,” 
offered Manly. They spent three days 
sightseeing together and enjoyed the at-
tractions the city offered, which helped 
calm nerves before the big performance.

“We are all connected by this experi-
ence and it has definitely brought us 
together as a group and we consider 
ourselves a big family,” Jones said.

The performance itself was over-
whelmingly described by students as a 
once in a lifetime experience. However, 
junior Avery Stahl says she hopes to be 
back one day. Stahl occasionally accom-

B E  T H E  S C H O O L  O F  C H O I C E  I N  O U R  R E G I O N
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panies on the piano and says, “it was during 
a rehearsal at Carnegie Hall when I realized 
I am playing the same piano as the greats 
like Elton John! So many talented musi-
cians have stood where I am standing and 
my mind was blown just thinking about it!”

Foy can’t contain his pride by stating, 
“this group is amazing, aside from being 
great musicians they are great people, too. 
They consider each other part of one big 
family, are hard workers, smart, and they 
show love for each other. I am so proud of 
my students!”

The students in the music program at 
RHS are determined, enthusiastic, and 
dedicated to their choral program and ap-
preciative for the opportunities they have 
experienced together. They share memories 
that they will take with them throughout 
their lives. Maybe one of the biggest things 
that stands out about this group is their abil-
ity to dream big, work hard, and believe they 
can achieve anything!

B E  T H E  S C H O O L  O F  C H O I C E  I N  O U R  R E G I O N

We have three great locations to serve you!
6284 Hwy 64 E

Pottsville • 968-2555
300 S. Arkansas

Russellvlle • 967-6209
7118 Hwy 64 E

Pottsville • 880-0146

Complete 
Tire Service 

You Can 
Depend On

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO THEM ALL!

• New, used or 
retreaded tires

• 24 hour roadside 
service

• Pick up & drop off 
service available

• Filters, oil, belts, 
brakes - we do it all!

Eye Care and Eye Wear
For The Whole Family

Amy J.S. Daiber, OD Lori Boyd Canfield, OD

204 N. Front St.
Dardanelle
229-1467

317 E. Parkway
Russellville
967-6113

Clear Vision Begins
With Healthy Eyes

Lori Boyd Canfield, OD Amy J.S. Daiber, OD

208 N. Front St.
Dardanelle
229-1467

317 E. Parkway
Russellville
967-6113
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A R O U N D  C A M P U S
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S P R I N G  S P O R T S
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C E N T E R  F O R  T H E  A R T S



P H O T O S  A R O U N D  R S D

JUNE 2019
On A Summers Night: From Motown to Metal 7 p.m.
RVAC Presents Oklahoma! 7 p.m.
RVAC Presents Oklahoma! 2 p.m.
RVAC Presents Oklahoma! 7 p.m.
RVAC Presents Oklahoma! 2 p.m.

JULY 2O19
Arkansas Shakespeare Theatre Presents 
Romeo & Juliet 7 p.m.

AUGUST 2019
First Day of School

SEPTEMBER 2019
No School for Labor Day holiday
“Sail On” Beach Boys Tribute Concert 7 p.m.

OCTOBER 2019
No School - Parent Teacher Conference Grades PK-5
No School - Parent Teacher Conference Grades 6-12
Cyclone Theatre presents Peter and the Star Catcher 
7 p.m.
Cyclone Theatre presents Peter and the Star Catcher 
2 p.m.

NOVEMBER 2019
RHS presents Salute to Veterans Program 9 a.m. 
On A Winter’s Night 7 p.m.
No School - Professional Development
No School -Thanksgiving holiday

DECEMBER 2019
The Dance Foundation presents The Nutcracker 7 p.m.
The Dance Foundation presents The Nutcracker 2 p.m.
No School - Christmas holiday
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Russellville School District | The Center for the Arts

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
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If you experience a sports injury, you probably want
nothing more than to get back on the field.

Dr. Jeff Cartwright, Saint Mary’s newest orthopaedic
surgeon, specializes in some of today’s most advanced sports
medicine technologies and techniques for injured athletes,
including arthroscopic shoulder surgery.

Dr. Cartwright is board-certified
with more than 25 years of
experience. His goal is to work
with you, helping you to
knock pain out of the park.

JEFF CARTWRIGHT, MD
ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON

GET BACK
IN THE GAME

CALL 479.890.2433 TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT.


