
 

January 20, 2021 

Dear Kelso Families, 

This is the weekly status update, which normally occurs each Tuesday. It was delayed a day this week as 
the Cowlitz County Health & Human Services (CCHHS) weekly report was just released on Wednesday, 
January 20.   

Our K-5 students have been in-person hybrid for nearly 4 months without a single school-based 
transmission (and only one school-based transmission in secondary grades). This is thanks to the 
diligence, commitment, and dedication of our staff, students, and families. Because of this, I am 
confident we can expand our in-person learning as planned safely and with excellence. We have a 
responsibility to provide the same opportunities and choices for ALL K-12 students; and physical and 
mental health experts report going to school in-person is what is best for kids*. By February 8, all our 
secondary students will be brought back for in-person instruction two days a week, which they have not 
received for nearly eleven (11) months.  We continue to move forward with the publicized dates listed 
below. Thank you for your patience, support, and confidence in Kelso School District staff and our 
schools.  

Instructional Status 
Grades K-5 are in hybrid two days this week. Grades 6-12 in currently in remote and will transition to 
hybrid on the schedule below. As always, the health and well-being of our students and staff are our top 
priority. We remain diligent in our safety protocols, continue to work with the Department of Health, 
and monitor our four key metrics on a weekly basis. Timelines and instructional models are subject to 
change depending on our overall community health conditions. 

• January 25:  Grades 11 and 12 in-person two days a week 
• February 2:  Grades 6, 7, and 8 in-person two days a week (2nd semester begins) 
• February 8:  Grades 9 and 10 in-person two days a week 

Transmission Rates  
Kelso has had zero school-based transmissions since November 12, 2020.  

Cowlitz County & SW WA Data 

• The most current Cowlitz County School Metrics Report (January 19) shows local COVID-19 
activity at 481 cases per 100,000 people in the reporting period of 12/31 – 1/13. The report 
notes that the upcoming February 1 report will give us a first glimpse into whether case counts 
will continue to rise after the Christmas and New Year’s holidays or if the increase is a 
temporary post-holiday “bump” that will decrease. 

• Eighteen percent (18.1%) of Cowlitz County tests are positive for the time period of 12/16 – 
12/29.  

• Hospital capacity in SW Washington is not on this week’s report. However, the report states that 
COVID-19 hospital admissions may have leveled off since early November and regional ICU 
occupancy is BELOW THRESHOLD.   

https://bit.ly/cc-metrics


 

 

Daily Health Check Reminder 
Please remember to perform the required daily health check on your child every morning before 
sending them to school. Additionally, this form must be signed and on file at your child’s school. (Form 
in Spanish and in Chuukese.)  

Resources to Watch 

• Kelso School District COVID-19 dashboard - Provides information on classroom or school 
closures recommended by Cowlitz County Department of Health due to COVID-19 activity and 
confirmed positive school-based COVID-19 cases in students. 

https://5il.co/lbdo
https://5il.co/lbdo
https://5il.co/lbdp
https://5il.co/mk7h
https://bit.ly/ksd-c19


• Cowlitz County School Metrics Webpage - Our county data report is typically released each 
Monday and includes a Reopening Schools section.  

• Department of Health Tools to Prepare for In-Person Learning – This framework assists local 
health officers in guiding and school administrators in deciding whether to resume, expand, or 
reduce in-person instruction for public and private K-12 schools during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to email me.  

Respectfully, 

Mary Beth Tack, Superintendent 
marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org  

 

* Sources: 

• Leeb RT, Bitsko RH, Radhakrishnan L, Martinez P, Njai R, Holland KM. Mental Health–Related 
Emergency Department Visits Among Children Aged <18 Years During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
— United States, January 1– October 17, 2020. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2020;69:1675–
1680. DOI: https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6945a3.htm?s_cid=mm6945a3_w.    

• CDC. The Importance of Reopening America’s Schools this Fall. Accessed August 1, 2020 at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/reopening-
schools.html  

• Levinson M, Phil D, Cevik M, Lipsitch M. Reopening Primary Schools during the Pandemic. New 
Eng J Med 2020. https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMms2024920  
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