
REGULAR MEETING 

 

Board of Education December 16, 2020 

Ind. School District 739 Kimball, MN 

 

Superintendent Widvey opened the Truth In Taxation Hearing at 6:00 p.m. Newly elected board members 

Mike Gallagher and Eric Helgeson, and EMK president Erin Durga were in attendance virtually. No other 

community members were present. The FY21 budget, FY20 actual revenues and expenditures, the proposed 

levy for taxes payable in 2021, and reasons for the slight increase in taxes. 

 

Chair Schreiner opened the meeting at 6:10 pm with member Zipoy present; members Becker, Davis, 

Helgeson and Waldorf attended virtually. The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all. 

 

Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Waldorf to approve the agenda as amended. Ms. Bonnifield asked to add 

the World’s Best Workforce Plan approval to the agenda. Motion carried 6-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

Celebrations and successes of students and staff included kudo’s to the three departing school board 

members for their dedication and hard work for Kimball Schools. 

 

Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Davis, to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion carried 6-0 on a roll call 

vote. The consent agenda included: 

 Approve minutes from the November 18, 2020 Regular meeting 

 Approval of Bills 

 Treasurer’s Report 

 Approve reinvestment of $100,000 CD at Cibc, Chicago, IL, for 365 days, maturing 12/10/2021, at 

0.07% 

 Resolution Accepting Donations from: Elementary Staff, Kuechle Underground, Dingmann Funeral 

Care, Miller’s Sewage Treatment Solutions, Bernick’s, Arvig  Enterprises, Charities Aid 

Foundation, Patrick Tekavec, American Family-Ehlinger & Assoc., Tamara/Leroy Kraemer, 

Kimball Firemen’s Relief Assoc., Kuechle Underground, and Kramer Electric 

 

Ms. Bonnifield reported on: 

 World’s Best Workforce summary 

 Backpack program starting up when kids return to school 

 Distance Learning is going okay, with Wednesdays dedicated to more 1:1 time for students needing 

more help 

 The school social worker is very busy working with 21 elementary students and 23 high school 

students, plus drop-in’s 

 Today was a fun day with teachers holding virtual holiday parties with their homerooms and staff 

awarding each other ‘paper plate’ awards while eating pie 

 

Mr. Timmerman reported on: 

 Continuing with distance learning; once implemented it went well, but after several weeks it’s not so 

good anymore 

 Working on fine tuning the hybrid plan with hopes of getting kids back in the building after the 

holidays 

 Having conversations with staff on knowing where kids are at academically, where we want them to 

be, and then how do we get them there once we have them back in the classrooms 

 Stand-up desks were purchased for elementary teachers and they very much appreciate them 

 

Mr. Widvey reported on the following: 

 Regional consult regarding coming out of distance learning, and were approved to come back. With 

the latest governor’s order, not so sure we can come back as planned. Administrators will be digging 

into the latest order to see what we can and cannot do 



 The district is working with Pixellot to be able to live-stream events held in the Wirth gym and the 

Helling fields 

 Activity practices will be allowed to start back up on January 4th; no games yet. This will include 

Community Education activities, the robotics program, etc.   

 With Barb, Karla and Tim leaving the board, we will need replacements for their committee 

assignments, particularly for the ICT meetings and the Benton Stearns meeting (January 20th) 

 Mr. Widvey will be out of the district attending a funeral on December 21st. 

 

Other reports included Health, Safety, and Wellness – Widvey, and Benton-Stearns – Waldrof 

 

Motion by Zipoy, seconded by Davis to adopt the 2020 Payable 2021 Levy, with an under levy for Q-Comp 

of $141,148.35. Motion carried 6-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

Motion by Davis, seconded by Becker to approve the 2020-2021 Seniority Listing. Motion carried 6-0 on a 

roll call vote. 

 

Following a brief review, motion by Helgeson, seconded by Davis to approve the first revision to the 2020-

2021 budget.  

  Revenues  Expenditures 

 General Fund $ 9,270,636 $ 9,208,181 

 Food Service Fund $    419,231 $    409,266 

 Community Service Fund $    392,410 $    446,773 

 Construction Fund $ 7,035,000 $ 3,820,000 

 Debt Service Fund $ 1,045,698 $    951,665 

 Scholarship Fund $      20,000 $      20,000 

           Total $18,182,975 $14,855,885 

 

Motion carried 6-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

Motion by Zipoy, seconded by Davis to rescind years two and three of the current Superintendent contract, 

pending approval of a new three-year contract. Motion carried 6-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

Motion by Davis, seconded by Helgeson to approve a three-year Superintendent contract with Erik Widvey. 

Motion carried 6-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

Motion by Zipoy, seconded by Davis to adopt the Resolution Directing the Administration to make 

Recommendations for Reductions in Programs and Positions. Motion carried 6-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

Motion by Becker, seconded by Davis to approve winter coaching assignments as follows: Jay Klein – Head 

Boys’ Basketball, Neil Helgeson – Assistant Boys’ Basketball, Jordan Schleper – 9th Gr. Boys’ Basketball, 

Hayden Wikan – 8th Gr. Boys’ Basketball, Barry Strand – 7th Gr. Boys’ Basketball, Jeremy Kuechle – Head 

Girls’ Basketball, Joe Stangle – Assistant Girls’ Basketball, Stephanie Kenning – 9th Gr. Girls’ Basketball, 

Hayden Wikan – 8th Gr. Girls’ Basketball, Barry Strand – 7th Gr. Girls’ Basketball, David Joseph – Head 

Wrestling, Quentin Berres – Assistant Wrestling, Marcus Hamer – Jr. High Wrestling. Motion carried 5-0 on 

a roll call vote with member Helgeson abstaining. 

 

Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Becker to abolish 31 policies. Motion carried 6-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

Motion by Becker, seconded by Davis to approve the World’s Best Workforce Plan as presented by Ms. 

Bonnifield and Mr. Timmerman. Motion carried 6-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

The next Benton-Stearns Education District meeting is January 20th at 3:30. The next Regular School Board 

meeting is on January 20th at 6:00 p.m. 

 



Mr. Widvey presented the traditional school bell to each of the board members. Member Zipoy thanked all 

for allowing him to serve the district and community. Chair Schreiner wished everyone a safe and happy 

holiday season. 

 

Motion by Zipoy, seconded by Waldorf to adjourn at 7:00 p.m.  Motion carried 6-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 

 _____________________________ 

 Barb Waldorf, Clerk 


