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is published by Regional School Unit 34 for the citizens of Alton, Bradley, and Old Town.

David Walker, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Jon Doty, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

David C. Wollstadt (www.schoolnewsletters.net), Editor
 Many thanks to the teachers, administrators, students, and parents who contrib-
uted to the successful publication of this issue with articles and photos. To persons 
unidentified we apologize. Each contribution is greatly appreciated. 

COMMUNITY 
CONNECTIONS

RSU 
34 

Superintendent’s Message
Students, staff, families, community making unbelieveable 

efforts to sustain learning during COVID-19 pandemic
By David Walker, Superintendent of Schools, Regional School Unit 34

David Walker

Welcome, City of Old Town
 We welcome the City of Old Town to this issue of 
Community Connections.  The city manager has de-
cided to join RSU 34 in telling area residents what city 
departments are doing through the pages of our news-
paper, which is mailed to every address in Old Town.  
Community Connections is also mailed to every address 
in Alton and  Bradley, because those towns are part 

of RSU 34—and to Milford, Greenbush, Argyle, and 
Indian Island, because many of their students attend 
Old Town High School. We believe this arrangement 
makes sense for both the city and the school district, as 
we will be sharing the postage, as well as the printing 
costs.  As a result, we’ll both save money.
   — David Walker, Superintendent, RSU 34

 RSU #34 Educators will be work-
ing hard throughout the year to 
meet the needs of all students, who 
are participating remotely or in-per-
son.  In order to meet those needs, 

teachers MAY be “livestreaming” 
or recording parts of the school day 
to effectively and efficiently engage 
students who are present, participat-
ing remotely, and absent for the day.  

 There are many factors in-
volved with case-by-case choices to 
livestream or record live instruc-
tion, including the topic/content at 
hand, the appropriate instructional 

Substitute 
Teaching 
in RSU #34
 Have you ever thought of being a 
substitute teacher in Alton, Brad-
ley, or Old Town?  
 Here is a short list of some of the 
benefits:
 • A second income that can cer-
tainly come in handy for the upcom-
ing heating season.
 • Flexibility: You get to pick the 
age level of the students, and which 
days you’d like to work!
 • An excellent opportunity to 
gain experience in the teaching 
field—especially if you are consider-
ing teaching as a career.
 • You will quickly become im-
mersed in the school community 
and truly have an impact on the 
lives of children.
 • There is no better job reference 
than one that involves experience 
working with children.
 • RSU #34 kids are amazing!!!
 • Applications are available at 
www.rsu34.org or at the Superin-
tendent’s Office located at Leonard 
Middle School.  Call 827-7171 for 
more information.

 I trust this edition of Community Connections finds 
you well and looking forward to 2021 with hope. 
 During this unprecedented time in my career as 
a teacher and school admin-
istrator, I am thankful to be 
able to share with you, in this 
edition of Community Connec-
tions, the unbelievable efforts 
being made by our students, 
teachers, staff, families, and 
our community, to support 
each other and sustain learn-
ing for our students during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. I 
hope you will be buoyed by 
the stories of student and staff 
creativity, resilience, adapt-
ability, and strength. 

*   *   * 
 In March of 2020, schools across the nation were 
asked to pivot from teaching and learning in tradi-
tional in-person settings to teaching and learning us-
ing new and different remote methodologies.  There 
was no extended time to plan for these changes.  
Schools and families worked together to quickly build 
plans for the delivery of instruction in new and differ-
ent ways.  
 The final three months of the school year demand-
ed a heroic effort by all involved. As a school system, 
along with remote instruction, we worked to find 
ways to deliver the many additional services we pro-
vide to students and families not the least of which 
was the delivery of meals.  
 I believe I speak for all involved when I tell you 
it was challenging, frustrating, exhausting, exciting 
and much more, each day.  

*   *   * 
 The summer of 2020 was spent assessing what 
had worked and what had not worked from March 
through June and planning for the fall and the start 
of a school year that would again require a heroic ef-
fort from all involved.  
 During this time, I often found myself searching 
educational research literature for ideas. It was during 
this time I ran across an idea for framing the plan-
ning for the fall by pondering the question, “What is 

the purpose of school?”  If asked this question prior 
to March of 2020, my quick answer would most likely 
have been, “to prepare students for all that the fu-
ture has to offer.”  While I continue to believe in that 
purpose, teaching and learning during the pandemic 
has given me cause to expand that purpose to include, 
“and to help our students maintain hope.”  
 I was inclined to amend my statement of purpose 
to include “hope” as during the spring of 2020, I 
witnessed the increased level of stress and anxiety 
in students of all ages.  2020 was a year when the 
usual stressors were compounded with concern about 
a serious threat to public health, an economy turned 
upside down because of the virus, family financial 
struggles, social isolation, political uncertainty, and 
the list goes on.  
 Students (and adults) of all ages that I interacted 
with demonstrated signs of stress, anxiety, fear, and 
grief.  The support of school, family and community 
for our students was challenged as all generations 
were experiencing these stressors at the same time. 
Those usual support systems were often compromised 
because of the shared additional stressors.
 Schools now must amend our purpose and “up 
our game” to include assisting students in maintain-
ing hope. The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines 
hope as, “an optimistic state of mind that is based on 
an expectation of positive outcomes with respect to 
events and circumstances in one’s life or the world at 
large.”  
 It is imperative during these challenging times 
that we assist students in the realization that they 
have the power to change the future.  During my 
time serving as Superintendent of Schools for Alton, 
Bradley, and Old Town, I have witnessed the capacity 
of the RSU #34 community to respond to many chal-
lenges.  I am confident in our ability to weather this 
storm and continue to support each other as well as 
our most valuable asset, our children.
 Be well and stay positive, because, as author Mitch 
Albom wrote in his recent memoir,
 “Hopelessness can be contagious, but hope can be 
too.  And there is no medicine to match it.”
   Best wishes for 2021,
   David A. Walker

‘Livestreaming’ and/or Recording Classes

method for that content, and the 
needs/permissions of the students.  
 Even if a camera is focused on 
the teacher, live-streaming offers no 
protection against a blurted name.  
Any school district has a number of 
students with active custody dis-
putes, protection from abuse orders, 
etc.  Many students have some level 
of anxiety about being on screen; 
live-streaming a class may open up 
participation for some and close it 
for others.
 If you have concerns about your 
child being in a room that is live-
streamed or recorded, please contact 
your school administration in writing. 

CURRICULUM LEADER OF THE 
YEAR—Jon Doty, Ed.D., was named the 
Maine Curriculum Leaders Association 
2020 Curriculum Leader of The Year.  The 
association said Dr. Doty has unfailingly 
been a champion of learning and 
exemplifies collaboration, support, and 
professionalism. The Maine education 
community is strong and thriving due in 
no small part to his contributions. 

Americans with 
Disabilities Act Notice
 RSU 34 does not discriminate on the basis 
of disability in admission to, access to, or op-
erations of its programs, services, or activities. 
RSU 34 does not discriminate in its hiring or 
employment practices.This notice is provided 
as required by Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990.
 Individuals who need auxiliary aids for 
effective communication in programs and 
services of RSU 34 are invited to make their 
needs and preferences known to the ADA 
Compliance Coordinator.
 This notice is available in large print and 
on audio tape from the ADA Compliance 
Coordinator.
Questions, concerns, complaints or requests 
for additional information regarding the ADA 
may be forwarded to RSU 34’s designated 
ADA Compliance Coordinator:
 — Kimm Kenniston
  RSU 34
  156 Oak Street
  Old Town, ME  04468 
  Phone number: Voice: 827-3931
  Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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My School 
Bucks . . .
 . . . is a simple online payment 
service that provides a quick and 
easy way to add money to your stu-
dent’s meal account using a credit/
debit card or electronic check.
 You can also view recent pur-
chases, check balances, and set-up 
low balance alerts for FREE!
 MySchoolBucks provides:
 • Convenience—Available 24/7 
on the web or with the Mobile App 
for your iPhone, Android or Win-
dows phone!
 • Efficiency—Make payments 
for all your students, even if they 
attend different schools within the 
district. Eliminate the need for your 
students to take money to school.
 • Control—Set low balance 
alerts, view account activity, recur-
ring/ automatic payments & more!
 • Flexibility—Make payments 
using credit/debit cards and elec-
tronic checks.
 • Security—MySchoolBucks 
adheres to the highest security 
standards, including PCI and CISP. 
Enrollment is easy!
 1.  Go to www.MySchoolBucks.
com and register for a free account.
 2.  You will receive a confirmation 
email with a link to activate your
account.
 3.  Add your students using their 
school name and student ID.
 4.  Make a payment to your 
students’ accounts with your credit/
debit card or electronic check.
 5.  A program fee will apply. You 
will have the opportunity to review 
any fees and cancel if you choose, 
before you are charged.
 If you have any questions, please 
contact the RSU 34 Food Service 
Office by calling 827-3908 or send-
ing an email to stephanie.salley@
rsu34.org. You can also contact 
MySchoolBucks directly via email 
(parentsupport@myschoolbucks.
com), by calling 1-855-832-5226, or 
by visiting their website,  
www.myschoolbucks.com and click-
ing on Help/FAQs.
 — RSU #34 FOOD SERVICE 
  Stephanie Salley, Director 
  Kim Hayward, Clerk

Calling All Old Town Alumni 
  Several years ago a group of educators and citizens decided to create 
an Education Foundation to insure high quality education for all students in 
RSU 34. The purpose of this foundation has been to provide innovative and 
creative opportunities for teaching and learning not possible through the regular 
school budget. The Education Foundation also looks for ways to attract private 
resources to benefit our students and their educational endeavors, including 
establishing a 501c3 status to accept tax deductible donations. 

  We are looking to reach all OTHS Alumni to help in the following areas to 
support the Education Foundation:

•	 To serve on these committees to support the wide variety of needs of 
our school students. 

•	 To offer ideas and suggestions to support the education of our students. 

•	 To offer a donation to a specific sub committee you would like to 
financially support with your contribution. Sub committees of the 
Education Foundation Include

	 Children’s Fund
	 Old Town Pride
	 STEM Program
	 Old Town School Achievement Hall of Fame
	 Old Town School Athletic Hall of Fame
	 Innovative Education Fund

  To encourage you to reach out to other Alumni of OTHS and have them register
in our OTHS Database on this form. https://forms.gle/XyszhRWkWMJaKuWp8

  We are proud of the incredible opportunities this Education Foundation has 
been able to support over the years and look forward to growing awareness of this 
foundation with our OTHS Alumni and gaining your support of your Alma Mater.

Want to learn more 
about local, state, and 
federal assessments? 
 To learn more about the local, 
state, and federal assessments done 
in RSU #34, please don't hesitate to 
reach out to your school's adminis-
trators or to RSU #34's Director of 
Curriculum, Instruction, and As-
sessment (Dr. Doty: jon.doty@rsu34.
org<mailto:jon.doty@rsu34.org>). 
 We'll be happy to provide all 
applicable information, including 
policies, procedures, and what to do 
if you wish to opt out of an assess-
ment.

THIs “MAgnETIC” pOEM was written by OTHS senior Elizabeth Thibeault  for Explorations in Literature Honors. It was 
submitted to Community Connections, with Elizabeth’s permission, by English Teacher and Student Council Advisor Natalie Davis, 
who called it “a powerful piece.”
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55 LMS band 
members join 
virtual holiday 
concert

LEONARD MIDDLE SCHOOL
Dr. Gert Nesin, Principal
827-3900

 Fifty-five members of the LMS 
bands chose to participate in a 
virtual holiday concert in December.  
Students chose the song they wanted 
to learn, practiced on their own and 
with help from university instruc-
tors, then recorded their video from 
home. For fun, there was a friendly 
competition with categories such as 
funniest, ugliest sweater, and most 
festive. The video was shared with 
students, families, and the commu-
nity in hopes of spreading cheer. 

By Shelly Tuttle,
7th Grade Teacher

 For the past several months the 
7th graders have had the pleasure 
of enjoying presentations by many 
community leaders. 
 As part of the 7th grade “In-
teractions” unit, students study 
the rights and responsibilities 
of citizenship.   To help students 
further gain perspective, speakers 
from various leadership roles were 
invited to share their experiences 
and advice.  
 Speakers have included U.S. 
Rep. Jared Golden (D-Maine), U.S. 
Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine), U.S. 
Sen. Angus King (I-Maine), and 
Old Town Police Chief Scott Wilcox, 
along with Kate Dickerson, founder 
of the Maine State Science Festival;  
and Sharon Klein, an Associate 
Professor of Energy Economics from 
the University of Maine. They both 
spoke to students about the effects 
of climate change as well as rights 
and responsibilities related to the 
field of science. 

 

Team 7 enjoys several Community Leader Guest Speakers

Screen shot of Google Meet with University of Maine Associate Professor Sharon Klein.

Maine Science Festival founder 
Kate Dickerson

Old Town Police Chief Scott Wilcox Sen. Susan Collins
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From the 
Librarian's Desk
 For the first time, LMS is competing in The 
Great Maine Book Tournament. Over the past three 
months, our three teams worked very hard to read 
and learn about all 40 books on the Maine Student 
Book Award list. In the end, the M/T 7th Grade 
Team won the first round of the tournament! We 
wish them luck as they move on to the next round at 
an inter-district level.
 Thanks to COVID-relief funding every 6th 
grader received the gift of books complete with a 
reading journal and family literacy packet!
 If you peeked into the library during the month 
before winter break, you might have seen an 
unusual tree, made of prize books. Mrs. Bailey's 
homeroom won the tree for returning all their li-
brary books that had been due through November.
 As always, happy reading!
  — Alexandra Hinrichs
   Library Information Specialist, LMS

Fabulous Felted Coyote winners Hannah Dickinson, Jay Meigs-McDonald, Ciera Colvin.

 At Leonard Middle School, we have a 
few common goals each trimester. The 
individual or team that best exempli-
fies progress on those goals earns the 
Fabulous Felted Coyote Award. With 
that award comes possession of the cov-
eted Fabulous Felted Coyote, a framed 
certificate, and an Amazon Gift Card 
(graciously donated by our PTC).
 Our first trimester goals were to 
build connections and relationships 
with students and families, and to 
keep track of student progress and 
family connections in our Building 
Assets Reducing Risks (BARR) team 
document. All of our teams worked 
very hard and made exceptional prog-
ress in these goals. One team stood 
out, and earned the award.
 Team Eagle—with teachers Ciera 
Colvin, Hannah Dickinson, and Jay 

Meigs-McDonald—really did a ter-
rific job connecting with families 
and looking out for their students. 
They messaged, talked to, and even 
dropped by for outside, masked visits 
with students. Discussions with them 
about students were rich with an 
understanding of student strengths, 
challenges, and needed support. They 
were faithful in keeping track of stu-
dent progress and family contacts, to 
understand the trends and needs for 
each child. Most importantly, children 
and families believed (and rightly 
so!) that the teachers understood and 
cared about all the people in their 
team community.
 Congratulations to Team Eagle 
in earning our first Fabulous Felted 
Coyote Award. They will lead the pro-
cess to choose the next recipient(s).

Team Eagle wins LMS ‘Fabulous Felted Coyote’ Award 
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                                                                LEONARD MIDDLE SCHOOL

Our food service workers not only provide 
great meals, but kind words for our 
students, as well. Mrs. Priest’s 7th grade home room heading inside after enjoying lunch on the hill behind LMS. 

8th Grade Team PAMOLA 
enjoying a banner year
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By Shelly Tuttle,
7th Grade Teacher

 Last spring following the 7th 
grade LMS Invention Conven-
tion, despite challenges of remote 
learning and the COVID epi-
demic, three 7th grade students 
participated in the Maine State 
Invention Convention. 
 They were among 26 Maine 
students who participated in this 
annual event.  
 Liam Murphy presented the 
Everlaster, the Extendable Hock-
ey Stick; Jesse Bouchard pre-
sented the Thermacup, and Jack 
Marquis presented Ski Brakes. 
 All 3 students earned state 
awards and were selected to be 
among the six Maine students 

who were eligible to participate in 
the National Invention Conven-
tion competition at the Henry 
Ford Museum in Michigan last 
August.
 Liam, Jesse, and Jack all met 
the challenge and participated in 
the national convention, which 
was a virtual event last summer 
because of the pandemic. 
 The students say they enjoyed 
the experience, although they 
would have liked to have attend-
ed in person! Jesse says he hopes 
to visit the museum in person 
next year.    
 A video of the Invention Con-
vention U.S. Nationals at the 
Henry Ford Museum can be found 
on YouTube. Check it out!  

3 from Team 7 participate in 
National Invention Convention 

 Mrs. Townsend, English/Lan-
guage Arts and social studies 
teacher, on the Otter team with 
Ms. Stafford, math and science 
teacher, at Leonard Middle School, 
began the sixth-grade school year 
with the integrated unit, “All About 
You.” In ELA, students read a class 
novel Half-a-Chance by Maine 
author Cynthia Lord. In the story, 
the main character, Lucy, wants to 
be a famous photographer like her 
father, so when she finds out that 
he is judging a photo contest, she 
enters under a different name in 
hopes to finally get his recognition 

and approval for her photography 
skills. The photography scavenger 
hunt that the main character com-
pletes in the novel makes a great 
connection to the story for students, 
and a project, that lets students 
get to know each other in a fun and 
creative way.
 The photo project worked well in 
the Hybrid school schedule at LMS 
because students are three days re-
mote and two days in-person; there-
fore, students took photographs 
while at home and shared their 
work with peers on the in-person 
days. For example, here is a short-

list of some of the words students 
included in their slide presentations 
from the scavenger hunt: Hope, 
Journey, A New Day, and Wonder. 
Through photography, students 
shared their pets, family vacations, 
hobbies, and interests. The presen-
tations were a pleasure to view, and 
students had no problem elaborat-
ing on each photo. Students were 
confident as they presented the 
slides to their peers because it was 
all about their interests, hobbies, 
family, pets, and personal interpre-
tations of the words. A great way to 
start a new year! 

 In science, Ms. Stafford investi-
gated with students their inherited 
traits. Students conducted fam-
ily interviews and compared their 
similarities and differences with 
family members and peers. The 
culminating tasting lab showed how 
these inherited traits are directly 
related to a person’s sense of taste. 
Students loved testing whether they 
could taste PTC or not and whether 
the strip was sour or sweet. Stu-
dents also discovered that just 
because a trait is dominant doesn’t 
always mean it is the most common 
in our class.  

Otter Team Starts Sixth Grade with the first Thematic Unit: ‘All About You’ 

Jack Marquis presented Ski Brakes Liam Murphy presented the Everlaster, the Extendable Hockey Stick

Jesse Bouchard presented the Thermacup
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Old Town High School 
Class of 2020 graduates 
in historic ceremony at 
municipal airport

By Nina Mahaleris, the Penobscot Times
   OLD TOWN, Maine — Old Town High School’s 120  
graduates made history on Friday evening as they pulled 
their masks off and one by one, walked across the stage 
in the middle of Dewitt Field to receive their diplomas. 
 This year’s graduation ceremony didn’t look like tradi-
tional celebrations of years past in Old Town — families 
packed into their cars and parked in rows before a newly 
erected stage behind the airport runway. 
 The occasional plane flew overhead as speakers cel-
ebrated graduates and reflected on the past four years. 
 “You have persevered during the most trying of times,” 
OTHS Social Studies Teacher Michael May said to 
graduates during his guest speech. “Know these things: 
we love you, we miss you, and we are immensely proud of 
you.” 
 Class President and Salutatorian Sydney Sheehan 
shared memories from her time as a Coyote, and Vale-
dictorian Mikaela Kenny spoke about the triumphs and 
pitfalls the class endured together.
  “We have learned to live in the moment and truly 
savor every second,” she said. 
 The class also remembered two friends — Dylan McIn-
nis and Elliot Bois-Horne — who died before they could 
begin high school. 
 As students crossed the stage, removing their custom 
OTHS coyotes masks, families stuck their heads out 
of windows or slipped on their own face coverings and 
jumped out of their cars for photos. 
 Diplomas in hand, each graduate walked off stage in 
mostly silence, except for celebratory honking from the 
crowd, coupled by the occasional ring of cowbells and 
cheers. 
 “Honestly I was thrilled with the way it went,” Prin-
cipal Scott Gordon said of the ceremony. The school has 
talked about doing an outdoor graduation in the past, 
but didn’t go through with it until now, as outside factors 
like weather made it challenging. 
 “There are so many things that make [an outdoor cer-
emony difficult],” he said. But this year with the corona-
virus pandemic, the options for graduation ceremonies 
were limited. 
 The drive-in ceremony was a popular choice this 
summer around the state as schools tried to make the 
pandemic-era graduation memorable for their students. 
 “They lost so much this spring,” said Gordon of the 
seniors who missed out on special events like the final 
sports game of the year or last band concert, when school 
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Lyric Whiteley and Emma Houlsen.

shut down in mid-March. 
 “It was nice to send them off 
with something really special like 
that.”
 “I just [wanted] to hug all of 
them,” English Teacher Natalie 
Davis said of seeing her old stu-
dents again, some perhaps for the 
last time. “I don’t think it could’ve 
gone any better.” 
 Gordon thanked everyone who 
helped put on the ceremony, par-
ticularly the City of Old Town, the 
police department and Waterfront 
Concerts, which provided the stage 
and sound system. 
 “That took a village,” he said.
 (The above article appeared in 
the Penobscot Times on June 16, 
2020. Reprinted with permission.)

Claudia Damboise her mother Sharon Damboise.

Jasmine Nightengale, Colby Spencer, and 
and Hailie Moore.Alexis and Mackenzie Austin with their parents.

Michael Brown

Colin Rutherford

Mikaela Kenny

Cindy Miller

Brooke Sossong

Mia Sockabasin receives her diploma during the OTHS Class of 2020 airport graduation ceremonies (screen shot from Zoom video).
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                                                                      OLD TOWN HIGH SCHOOL

13 JROTC cadets
complete 
‘Mogadishu Mile’

‘Coyote Battalion’
up to challenges 
brought by 2020
 The Old Town High School JROTC “Coyote 
Battalion” has been up to the challenge that 
this past year has brought to our cadets.  
 Our focus is on what we can do and not on 
what we can’t do. The battalion numbers have 
remained strong with 81 cadets enrolled for 
the school year, and they have been eager to 
get to work.
 On September 11, the cadets continued the 
annual tradition of a 9-11 Color Guard Cere-
mony and a moment of silence recognizing the 
world-changing events that occurred 19 years 
ago.  
 Moving forward, the Coyote Battalion has 
been adjusting where necessary to ensure a 
safe learning environment as well as provid-
ing extra-curricular events and social func-
tions while observing policies.  

 Thirteen JROT cadets turned out on the morning of 
October 2 for the Coyote version of the Mogadishu Mile, 
commemorating the 27th anniversary of Operation 
Gothic Serpent, better known as “Blackhawk Down.”  
 Lt. Col. (ret.) Steve Szewc, the JROTC instructor, 
said he was impressed with the effort of the cadets and 
the commitment they demonstrated by turning out at 
6:30 a.m. to participate in the event, which included:
 • A 1-mile run with rucksack.
 • 50 ruck squats.
 • 20 push-ups.
 • 20 ruck push-ups.
 • 40 ruck flutter kicks. 
 • 40 walking lunges with rucksack.
 • 40 shoulder-to-shoulder
 • 1 mile run with rucksack.
 Lt. Col. Szewc said two Old Town High School faculty 
members, alternative education teacher Bryan Murphy 
and social studies teacher Mike May, participated.
 “Bryan represented the Coast Guard well, and Mike 
held his own for a Cav Trooper,”  Lt. Col Szewc said. 
“We appreciated their support.”
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JROTC students commemorate 
79th anniversary of Pearl Harbor

 For the past 10 years, the students of 
Old Town High School have been hearing 
the name Chris Crutcher.  All students 
in English 9 Honors and many in English 
9 read his novel Whale Talk. The book 
has elicited some astounding and mature 
discussions in classrooms about what it 
means to be human and about the fact that 
every person has a story to tell if we are 
willing to listen. 
  This spring, despite and perhaps be-
cause of COVID-19 school closures, stu-
dents and staff at OTHS had the chance 
to meet the young adult author via a Zoom 
call.
 Mr. Crutcher, who resides on the west 
coast and has written more than a dozen 
books for young adults, met with teachers 
and students on Wednesday, May 13, for 
a little more than hour. He shared tales 
from his own life about how he came to be 
a writer, where he gets his characters and 
stories, and about the impact our students 
can have on the world.  
 Students were invited to ask the au-
thor questions, and his answers were both 
thoughtful and humorous. 
 In addition to talking about his life as a 
writer, Crutcher shared some stories about 
his work as a child and family therapist 
and head of an alternative school in Oak-
land, California. Both jobs inspired various 
characters and plot lines in his novels.  
 After the call, several students com-
mented and shared their reactions. 
 Freshman Sophia Nepton found Crutch-
er “Inspirational.” Another freshman 
student wrote in a reflection, “Him sharing 
such personal parts of his life as well as 
stories he had been told by clients inspired me to 
want to share my story.” 
 Eden Bouchard, a sophomore, said “There are 
a few things he said that I wrote down and I will 
probably never forget.”
 The final question during the call was what 

piece of advice Crutcher would have for the stu-
dents. Among other things, he advised that they 
create, saying, “You’re the first people to see this 
and you are going to be the decision makers about 
what happens next, and the more you know about 
what’s going on and the more you know about how 

you feel about, it that’s going to be huge. So, what-
ever your way of expressing yourself. Do it. Get it 
down. Get it solid while it’s new.” 
 If you’d like to watch a recording of the en-
tire talk, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/oth-
scrutcher or email natalie.davis@rsu34.org. 

 Monday De-
cember 7th, 2020 
marked the 79th 
anniversary of the 
attack on Pearl 
Harbor.  Cadets 
of the Old Town 
High School JROTC 
program organized 
a ceremony to 
commemorate the 
day.  Cadets raised 
the school flag to 
Reveille at 7:48, 
the time the attack 
commenced.  After 
the flag raising, 
Taps played, and 
cadets rang the 
bell in front of the 
flagpole 2,403 times 
representing each 
life lost during the 
attack.  The bell 
ringers were orga-
nized in four groups, 
representing the 
four battleships lost.  
This is the first year 
the Coyote Battal-
ion has specifically 
designed an event to 
commemorate Pearl 
Harbor.  Twenty-
three cadets took 
part in the inaugu-
ral event.

Whale Talk Comes to Natalie Davis’ English class at OTHS
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                                                                      OLD TOWN HIGH SCHOOL

OTHS Alternative Education students recently made refrigerator pickles with 
cucumbers from their school garden.  Pictured are students displaying the finished 
product, after they had followed along from home. 

The Old Town High School Alternative Education program is in the process of 
repurposing two old soccer goals and turning them into a greenhouse, to help 
extend their garden’s growing season.

VICTORY GARDENS—After discussing the history of Victory Gardens of World War I and World War II, Old Town Alternative Education students created posters for “Covidtory 
Gardens”.  Students were asked to target a particular audience; A. Oertell’s poster is encouraging skateboarders, while N. Jackson is looking to get fans of anime involved in the effort.

By Cadet Caleb Smith, 
OTHS Class of 2024

 What awards do you think teens 
would achieve in the Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Course, commonly 
known as JROTC? Cadets earn a 
variety of awards for participating in 
activities both in and out of JROTC.  
In December, the Coyote Battalion 
acknowledged the multiple achieve-
ments that Cadets accomplished 
during the Fall Semester.   Recogniz-
ing Cadets for their performance, 
uniform appearance, academics, 
athletics, and participation in vari-
ous student organizations. 
 The purpose of the ceremony was 
to properly and publicly recognize 
Cadets for their efforts in this chal-
lenging environment.  The event 
was organized as a Winter Social, al-
lowing Cadets to gather outside the 
classroom in a social setting while 
introducing them to a formal cer-
emony.  Many of them experienced 
the presentation of the Colors, the 
US and Maine State, and Battalion 
flags, for the first time and learned 
the proper courtesies associated with 
the “Posting of the Colors”.  
 This semester has been very 
difficult but also very successful for 
the cadets. The hybrid schedule and 
COVID protocols has limited Cadet 
engagement both in and out of the 
classroom.  With the cancelation of 
community events such as home 
games and parades, the Cadets have 
been challenged to develop alternate 

Teens Receive Junior Military Awards

opportunities to build unit cohesion. 
In the classroom the intent to provide 
similar opportunities for involvement 
to the virtual students that is offered 
to the hybrid students.  This includes 
virtual uniform days, physical train-
ing, and extracurricular opportuni-
ties.  This requires a level of trust 
and discipline, and clearly fits in with 
the Army Values of Loyalty, Duty, 
Respect, Selfless-Service, Honor, 
Integrity, and Personal Courage that 
we learn in class.  
 JROTC teaches students good 
teamwork, most of our materials, 
to include the uniform, is supplied 
by the US Army. The Army relies 
on teamwork to work towards a 

common goal.  It teaches students 
responsibility; our uniforms are not 
necessarily the cheapest outfit in our 
closet. Our uniforms must be main-
tained properly, and respectfully. 
Drill teaches cadets to move together 
as one unit efficiently and quickly 
while maintaining good order and 
discipline, similar to the formations 
in the Army.  It is an exercise in 
attention to detail.  JROTC teaches 
Cadets respect towards the author-
ity as well as respect to our peers. 
 At the conclusion of the awards 
presentations, the Colors were 

retired, and Cadets were invited to 
remain for a viewing of the movie 
“1917”.  This was used as a kickoff 
to our upcoming Service Learn-
ing project that will focus on a 
proper recognition of the 100 year 
anniversary of Victory Field on 
the Old Town High School Cam-
pus.  The formal portion of the 
event was livestreamed and can 
be viewed at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pS2ilqlWuyM.  The Winter 
Social was a fitting way to conclude 
the First Semester and start look-
ing towards the Spring Semester.

OTHS Alternative Education
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OLD TOWN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Dr. Jeanna Tuell
Principal
827-1544

By Jeanna Tuell
 During this strange school year, some positive 
things surprise even the most seasoned professionals 
as we move through the holiday season. My experi-
ence with the Kindergartener’s in Mrs. Henry’s class-
room during the holiday season was a surprise and a 
delight to be part of. Mrs. St. Peter, our Chapter 104 
Teacher at OTES, thought it would be a great new 
tradition in our school if the students in Kindergarten 
could experience cutting down a Christmas tree to 
decorate and share with the other students here at 
OTES. By connecting with the University of Maine 
for permission to cut a tree down, the tradition took 
shape, and the holiday season was started. 
 Students in Mrs. Henry’s classroom braved the 
elements and found the perfect tree to cut down 
for the school. Each student had a hand in “cut-
ting” the tree and were thrilled by the experience 
of cutting it down, dragging it out, and setting it 
up in the front of our school for the other students 
to help trim the tree. Mrs. St Peter and Mrs. Dun-

Tree Trimming at Old Town Elementary School

phy provided many materials for all the students 
at OTES to contribute to the tree trimming. All 
sorts of items were used to build ornaments to 
benefit the birds and small creatures that track 
through OTES throughout the day and night. 
 Finally, on blustery Friday afternoon, the school 

gathered to sing a few carols outside, dance, and to 
light the tree. Mrs. Marquis used her music skills 
to lead the students and staff in a few carols to keep 
everything festive and bright, plus some dancing by 
our custodian, JB, raised the spirts of all involved. 
 And with the lighting, a new tradition was 

realized---The Annual Tree Lighting at OTES! We 
have plans for next season to turn our entire OTES 
Garden into a Festival of Lights for the entire com-
munity to enjoy. We’re ready, we have our enthu-
siastic students ready for another challenge and 
reason to celebrate together. 

4 OTES staff members
give birth during 2020
  Four staff members at Old Town Elementa-
ry School have returned to the classroom after 
being on maternity leave during part of 2020.
 The teachers are:
 • Gabby Sugar, Grade 2, who gave birth to 
son Jaxon on June 25.
 • Shannon Scopino, Ed Tech, who gave 
birth to son Curtis Edmond on March 1.
 • Trysha Lunn, Guidance, who gave birth 
to son Logan on June 8.
 • Cassie Arnold, Special Education, who 
gave birth to son Declan in April.
 The mothers-to-be were honored at a baby 
shower in the OTES Library on February 28, 
2020.

Trysha Lunn and Logan

Shannon Scopino and Curtis Edmond.Gabby and Zach Sugar with son Jaxon.

Gabby Sugar, Shannon Scopino, Trysha Lunn, and Cassie Arnold at a baby shower held for them on February 28, 2020, in the Old Town 
Elementary School Library. 
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Fourth graders pick potatoes from the Old Town Elementary School garden.

OTES 3rd graders use Seesaw 
platform to record video read-alouds 
to send to kindergarten class

OLD TOWN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

 The third graders in Mrs. Gil-
bert’s class love reading and when 
they learned that they wouldn’t be 
able to read to their reading buddies 
in person, they got creative. Using 
the Seesaw platform, they recorded 
video read-alouds to send to the 
students in Mrs. McCrea’s Kinder-
garten class. This was a great op-
portunity to help the third graders 
practice reading fluency and using 
Seesaw, the online platform they 

will use if they need to switch to 
remote learning. The kindergarten 
students are able to access the vid-
eos through their Seesaw accounts 
and view the read-alouds on their 
own devices. 
 Mrs. Gilbert’s class is preparing 
to record their next set of read-
alouds and will share them with 
their virtual book buddies and have 
some of them posted on the OTES 
Library page. 
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THE OTEs wALkIng CLUb enjoyed a number of hikes around the school LAST winter! School Counselor Vicki Wilcox says they are unable to do this 
currently, but we had a great time last winter and we will again in the future.

Reading Recovery 
Amid COVID

By Sharon Greaney

   I will teach you in a room.
   I will teach you on Zoom.
   I will teach you in a house with my mouse.
   I will teach you here or there.
   I will teach you because I care.
 The RSU #34 teachers have had to make some changes in order to meet 
safely with our students. Instead of sitting side by side, we sit across from 
each other with plexiglass between us. We wear masks and we use lots and 
lots of hand sanitizer. In some cases, we teach remotely through the com-
puter. But no matter what modifications we need to make, we are thrilled to 
be able to teach our students to read and write.
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VIOLA RAND SCHOOL,
BRADLEY
Cheryl Leonard, Principal
827-2508

Playground 
Fun in 
Pre-K!!
 The pre-k students at Viola Rand 
Elementary School had a wonderful 
addition to their playground this 
fall. 
 A large climbing and swinging 
structure with a slide was built in 
our playground area. The structure 
was originally on the playground 
at Stillwater Montessori School; 
purchased by our school district 
and set up by the UMaine Student 
Construction Association. 
 It is so nice to see the continua-
tion of a great piece of play equip-
ment and to see my students have 
such a good time playing on it. 
 They truly squealed with delight. 
 I want to thank everyone in-
volved for this great gift. A little 
shout to Jon Doty for his hand in 
orchestrating this for us. 
  — Marion Talon
   Pre-K Teacher

Candy Cane Day (wear red and white)—
Elena Pangakis, Kindergarten

Cooper Dumont, Kindergarten, learns 
about Germany and decorating ginger-
bread cookies

Kaiya Buck,1st grade, enjoys popcorn 
and hot cocoa, during Holidays Around 
the World.

Solomon Milligan, 1st grade, enjoy-
ing popcorn, hot cocoa, and a candy 
cane during Holidays Around the 
World
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 Students from Viola Rand School participated in 
“SCHOOL SPIRIT WEEK!” before the December break. 
Our theme was “Holidays Around The World.”  
 Students learned about many different traditions and 
ways that other countries celebrate. Each classroom chose 
a country that they wanted to learn about and became 
“experts” on those traditions. The countries were Russia, 
Germany, Italy, Mexico, and Sweden. 
 To culminate the week, teachers taught about their coun-
tries to the other classrooms and developed activities to go 
along with them. 
 Due to Covid, teachers visited each grade level to in-
struct and complete each activity, so that students could 
maintain their space and use their own personal supplies. 
 Thank you to our parents’ group, PRIDE (Parents and 
Residents Involved in Developing Excellence) for sponsoring 
this awesome learning experience for our kiddos! It provided 
a nice sense of community in our wonderful little school! 
 Our students loved “Sparkle Day!” We shine bright with 
kindness at Viola Rand School!
*   *   *
 The Holiday Theme days during the period Dec. 14-22 were:
 • Monday – Sparkle Day
 • Tuesday – Plaid Day
 • Wednesday – Jingle Bell Day (bring your jingle bells 
and sneakers and we will  jingle around the mileage track)
 • Thursday – Candy Cane Day (wear red and white)
 • Friday – Blue & White Day (in honor of friends who 
celebrate Hanukkah)
 • Monday – Holiday Socks Day
 • Tuesday – Pajama/Comfy Day

Candy Cane Day—Nolan King, Kin-
dergarten

Candy Cane Day—Brooklyn Gallant, 
Kindergarten

Candy Cane Day—Piper Clukey, 2nd 
grade.

Abigail Goodall, Pre-K, learns about Russia and 
making Baboushka dolls with Mrs. Talon

Holidays Around the World: Mrs. Vose and 2nd grade learn about Mexico and making paper poinsettias
Nataley White, 1st grade, decorates 
Swedish plates

Reilly Farquhar, 3rd grade, learns about Sweden with 
Mrs. Harper and making a Saint Lucia crowns and 
Swedish heart baskets

Dezirae Tinkle, 1st grade, enjoying hot 
cocoa during Holidays Around the World

Aleyah Fox, Pre-K, decorating a Swedish plate

Viola Rand students
enjoy ‘School Spirit Week’
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Viola Rand students, 
staff honor veterans
 Students and staff honored at Viola Rand School in 
Bradley honored local Veterans with a drive by parade on 
November 10..  
 Students lined the parking lot to clap, cheer, hold up 
posters and wave flags to pay their respects to the men 
and women who served our country.
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OLD TOWN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

 Brad Goody and his team have used their 
talents in new ways this year to help OTES 
with outdoor learning opportunities and social 
distancing.  
 A grid with multiple squares was de-
signed for the PE program so students 
could be 14 feet apart and calculators were 
painted on the tar to enable new outdoor 
learning opportunities.  
 A running/walking track was painted 
around the bus loop to provide more space 
where students can be active in meaningful 
ways.  

 Other outdoor areas were painted to help 
students remain safe by practicing social dis-
tancing.  Dots were painted in areas where 
students normally line up.  One student per 
dot ensures that students are lined up a safe 
distance apart.  
 Also, squares were painted in certain 
areas to create a safe space for students to 
eat snacks or lunch.  
 All of these new creations have allowed 
for more opportunities for students to safely 
be outdoors at OTES.

Brad Goody and team find new ways to help 
OTES with outdoor learning, social distancing

 This year, due to Covid-19,  the 
WinterKids Games have been offered 
via pre-registration to both at-school 
and remote learners. Information 
about WinterKids and the WinterKids 
Games was dispersed in November 
and educators had to register their 
classrooms in order to participate. 
 Individual packets of Playbooks 
and incentives for students and a 
Winter Lesson Guide for teachers 
was delivered in January, just in 
time for the January 11th start date. 
 The games will conclude on Fri-
day, February 4th, but the Winter 
Fun will last all season long!
 Mary Keane been the Winter-

Kids Champion (sponsor) at OTES 
for the past 10 years because of 
their philosophy. 
 “WinterKids is the only nonprofit 
in Maine dedicated exclusively to 
increasing outdoor physical activity 
in children and families during our 
longest, most sedentary season,” says 
Mrs. Keane.  “The shorter, darker, 
and colder days of winter and the in-
creasing allure of screen time make it 
all too easy for kids and families to ‘hi-
bernate.’  At WinterKids, we make it 
our business to provide kids, parents, 
and teachers with the right option: to 
get outside, get active, and have fun in 
the winter – and year-round.”

Henley finds a circle smaller than his handAndy and Tyler find Nature's circles.

Sydney and Keira do snow angels.

Kayson checks out some tree rings.

WinterKids Games
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 This fall has brought about 
many changes to OTES and the 
way things are done, and the 
library is no different.  
 With many restrictions and pre-
cautions put in place, the library 
had to think outside the box to 
bring about fun and meaningful 
experiences and wonder in student 
learning and staff morale.  
 Staff enjoyed decorating pump-
kins based on book characters to 
adorn the halls around the school.  
Students voted on their favorite, 
and there were various prizes 
given out for winning pumpkins!  
 Aside from students coming to 
the library weekly for book ex-
changes and read aloud lessons, 
the library also went outside!  
 Afternoons during the 1st tri-
mester of the library were spent 
with Kindergarten and 1st grade 
students exploring what the great 
outdoors has to offer!  
 From exploring the apple trees 
in the parking lot, the falling 
leaves on the bike path, or the 
beautiful green evergreens growing 
all around, students heard stories 
and did hands-on activities related 
to these outdoor wonders with Mrs. 
Reesman and Mrs. Palmer.  
 4th and 5th grade students also 
had some library extension op-
portunities—they had the choice 
to do a library extension activity 
“All About Evergreens!”  Students 
could do a mini evergreen report 
and create their own wreath, sup-
plies given to them during library 
time to take home to complete.  
 During the afternoons of 2nd 
trimester in the library, various 
1st grade students are partici-

The OTES Library—Far more than just books!

pating in Book Clubs with Mrs. 
Reesman, while 2nd and 3rd grade 
students will enjoy Reader’s The-
ater with Mrs. Palmer.  
 The library also has a new web-
site to connect it’s virtual, hybrid, 

and in-person learners to the 
school and library.  Check it out 
on the Library link at the elemen-
tary school sites or at:  https://
sites.google.com/rsu34.k12.me.us/
rsu34-library/home.  

Brooklyn Rand and Judy Smith have 
been busy this summer making jump 
ropes out of old t-shirts.  They have 
made a total of 30, which they have 
graciously donated to the OTES 
PE program.  Students will have to 
opportunity to use them during our 
jump rope unit in Physical Education.  

The RSU 34 Library website home page.

Fourth and 5th graders worked on evergreen 
projects at home.

First graders in Miss O's class explore evergreens in the library.
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ALTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Cheryl Leonard, Principal
394-2331

 Parents and community members 
from Alton have been fundraising 
for the past seven years to upgrade 
the school playground from the one 
that was installed when the school 
was built in 1991.  There have been 
many events such as spaghetti sup-
pers, a winter carnival, a calendar 
raffle, catalog sales and bake sales.  
During all of these efforts, the cause 
was well supported throughout the 
community.  This fall, we finally 
were able to see new equipment in-
stalled.  This part of the playground 
is designed to help students develop 
strength and coordination.  We are 
looking forward to spring, a delivery 
of wood chips and a return to chil-
dren being able to play side by side!  
We owe great appreciation to John 
Lodge and Tim Fowler for the work 
they put in removing some of the 

 Students in Mrs. Ouellette’s class at 
Alton Elementary School worked dur-
ing January on a project to learn about 
famous Maine people.
 In the photos at right, Carson Ken-
nedy and Rosalee Winter are presenting 
their slides during the Famous Maine 
People slideshow presentation. Students 
researched and prepared their slides 
with facts about their person.
 Rosalee presented Harriot Beecher 
Stowe and Carson presented James Blaine.
 Others highlighted were George 
Mitchell, Joan Benoit Samuelson, Edna 
St. Vincent Millay, Hannibal Hamlin,  
Samantha Smith, Dorothea Dix, and 
George H. W. Bush.
   —Laurie Ouellette

 The kindergartners at Alton Elementary School 
were lucky enough to receive 2 boxes of sensory 
items from the Old Town Police Department. The 

boxes were full of figit toys, squishy balls, plastic 
tubing, rubber balls, rubix cubes, and stretchy 
tubes. Each of the students picked 2 sensory items 

to keep in their bins and use when they need a 
sensory break. They have enjoyed these so much. 
Thanks to the Old Town Police Department!!

old equipment and installing the 
new.  We also thank the hard work-
ing parents who lead the fundrais-

ing efforts and the many volunteers 
who contributed time and goods.  
The children of Alton are reaping 

the benefits of all the good will!
   —Cheryl Leonard

New equipment 
installed at 
AES playground

Mrs. Ouellette’s class learn about Famous Maine People

Old Town PD presents AES kindergarten students with sensory items
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Alton Pre-K explores
different versions 
of Gingerbread Man 
story
 Before the break, the Alton Pre-K did a unit ex-
ploring different versions of The Gingerbread Man 
story.  In the classroom they did a lot of activities in-
cluding playing in the bakery, a STEM activity build-
ing with gumdrop and toothpicks, and clues from the 
Gingerbread man ending in a hunt for a gingerbread 
treat left just for them.

kInDERgARTnERs AnD ICE AT AEs—Here the kindergartners at Alton Elementary 
are exploring stations in the classroom. Harry, Vivienne, and Lilly are using tools to 
excavate items out of ice. We have been learning about winter, ice, and snow this past 

month. They each had their own chunk of ice and had to chop it using the tools provided 
to get the small items out. This was a fun activity!! They were so excited to see what was 
inside their ice. 

ALTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Cheryl Leonard, Principal
394-2331
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AES students enjoy
nature walk and
scavenger hunt
 Mrs. Vafiades, along with Ms. LaFrance’s 5th grade, 
went on a nature walk/scavenger hunt in early No-
vember in the back of AES. They were able to figure 
out which animals live in the area by identifying their 
tracks and scat. On the Scavenger Hunt list were 
other items including nests, webs, animal holes in 
trees, and a variety of bird calls. They also identified 
many plants.

Natalee Underwood, Jack Mc Pherson

Deer tracks CJ Carroll, Revan Holmes,

Win Billings, Haylen Way

Haylen Way, Natalee Underwood, Mrs. Vafiades, Brooklyn 
Dykstra, Logan Fitzgerald, Jack McPherson

Students in first grade at the Alton Elementary School are learning how to count to 120 on a number chart.  Above, they are working on a mystery picture.

FLOAT OR sInk LEssOn—Amber Burris’ second grade at AES learned 
about how scientists write. We performed an experiment to see how the 
design of a boat changes its ability to float with added weight. The students 
had so much fun building their boats and testing their hypotheses!
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Glenn Milton and David Soule haul snow from Water Street.

Public Works Dept. getting ready for winter

City Manager: Several major 
projects on the horizon for 2021

By John Rouleau
Public Works Director

 As winter approaches once again 
the Public works 
department is 
taking steps to 
be ready. All 
winter sand 
and ice melt 
materials are 
stockpiled. Plow 
gear is prepared 
and ready for 
service. 
 • Please be aware of the win-
ter parking ban, which went into 
effect November 1. .\

 • Check for storm-related 
parking bans in the downtown 
area and prepare your vehicles for 
the winter conditions.
 • Winter sand is not available 
to residents from the Public works 
garage, but Owen J. Folsom on Gil-
man Falls has it available. They have 
a nominal charge or you can exchange 
a food donation for sand. Contact their 
office at 827-3319 for details.

Bill Mayo

By Bill Mayo, City Manager
 The City has several major proj-
ects heading into 2021 that the City 
Council will need to consider in the 
new year.

Curbside 
trash removal
 The City is 
entering into 
the final 2 years 
of the curbside 
contract end-
ing on June 30, 
2022. This will 
be a discussion 
item for the Council in the upcom-
ing budget year. At this time, the 
contract cost for trash/recycling is 
$335,000 per year. The City will be-
gin discussing this contract with Pine 
Tree Waste, as recycling has changed 
dramatically in the past 3 years. The 
value in recycling has gone to very 
low levels while the cost for picking 
recyclables at curbside has continued 
to increase.

Dewitt Field
 The airport continues to grow and 
draw new businesses. The airport 
business park now has Sullivan Auto-
motive and Carmichael Transporta-
tion fully operational in the airport 
business park. Also, Customs and 
Border Protection is now operating 
an air patrol unit from a new office/
hangar at the airport.

Downtown Plan 
 The City’s downtown plan is 

entering its final year. The City is 
starting to begin another 5-year 
plan and will get input from citi-
zens and the City Council. With 2 
new restaurants now open (Kanu & 
Johnny’s) and Yama’s just start-
ing to renovate their building, 2021 
should be an exciting year for fur-
ther downtown development.
Stillwater Bridge
 The bridge has been scheduled for 
replacement for several years. The 
City has had several public meet-
ings with citizens and MDOT on this 
project. The project should be out for 
bid and a decision made on the con-
tractor by fall of 2021. This project 
includes major renovations to both 
the Stillwater/Bennoch Road inter-
section and the Stillwater/College 
Avenue intersections with new traf-
fic lights and lane layouts. The cost 
of the intersection improvements is 
estimated to be approximately 5 mil-
lion dollars and is an MDOT project.
Comprehensive Plan
 The City last updated the compre-
hensive plan in 2016. The plan cov-
ers a 10-year time period and looks 
at budget, housing, zoning, economic 
development, and other facets of the 
City and how it operates. The City 
Council will begin the process, this 
year, of reviewing the comprehensive 
for items that have been completed 
and areas that need more emphasis 
or if there are new or different objec-
tives to try and accomplish 4 years 
into the plan.

Paving Bond
 The City acquired a $1 million 
bond for road paving in 2020. The 
City got approximately half the 
roads paved that were approved 
by the Council in 2020. The other 

half of the streets will be com-
pleted in the spring of 2021. The 
paving plan can be viewed on the 
City’s web site (www.old-town.
org) or on the City’s Facebook 
page. 

 • You may drop off your 
Christmas tree for chipping, free 
of ornaments and tinsel, on Middle 
Street at the site of the “old” Old Town 
canoe building. Look for the signs.
 • Trash and recycle pick 
up schedules remain the same 
throughout the winter. Typically 
if a collection day falls on a Holi-
day, the collection days are simply 
pushed out by one day. Contact our 

office if you have schedule or collec-
tion questions.

*   *   *
 Sidewalk curb and paving has 
been completed on Center Street 
and Stillwater Avenue, and we will 
resume on south Main Street in the 
spring. Road paving will resume in 
the spring as well. 
 Pot holes are inevitable with the 
never ending freeze-thaw cycles. We 

will do our best to be proactive in fill-
ing them. If you spot one, please call 
the office at 827-3947 to report it; we 
would appreciate the heads up.

*   *   *
 Cemetery operations are 
now closed for the winter and will 
resume as the spring thaw allows. 
You may still make genealogy infor-
mation requests and purchase plots 
by calling our office. 

John Rouleau

Bill Hatch snow blows the sidewalk on Gilman Falls Ave.
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Library report: curbside service, virtual programming
By Cynthia Jennings,

Library Director
 The Old Town Public Library is currently 
offering curbside pickup service and focusing on 
virtual programming in 2021.  Utilize our catalog 
to request items, or give us a 
call, and we would be happy 
to help with your selections 
(207-827-3972).  
 Take advantage of our 
“Virtual Branch” to find 
video streaming, eBooks 
and e-Audiobooks, online 
learning, genealogy and 
other data base resources, 
tickets to theatre events, our 
in-house  programming, and more.  
 Highlights include:
 • Kanopy – the popular on-demand film 
streaming service.  Use your OTPL card to access 
more than 30,000 of the world’s best films, which 
can be streamed from any computer, television, 
mobile device or platform by downloading 
the Kanopy app for iOS, Android, AppleTV, 
Chromecast, or Roku. Kanopy was made possible 
with James Gilman Memorial Funds. Kanopy 
also offers a wide array of Great Courses and a 
large collection of enriching, educational, and 
entertaining content for children.
 • cloudLibrary—Want to expand your 
reading experience with eBooks and e-audiobooks?  
All you need is an OTPL card to gain access to the 
digital content you want to read.  CloudLibrary’s 
easy one-click borrowing is available for your 
smartphone, e-reader, or computer, and you 
can use advanced filtering to create customized 
“shelves”, for optimal reading preferences.

 • Universal Class - Access a course catalog 
of over 500 online continuing education courses 
through Universal Class.  Committed to providing 
affordable, high quality continuing education, 
Universal Class uses streaming video, website 
avatars, insightful instructional content, helpful 
tutors, and a social networking experience.
 • Ancestry Library Edition is offering 
home access during the Coronavirus pandemic. 
The world’s most popular consumer online 
genealogy resource, this collection holds billions 
of records in census data, photos, directories, 
vital records, and more.  
 • Digital Maine Library Resources—a 
“one stop shopping” experience for information on 
all kinds of subjects.  You will find thousands of 
magazines, newspapers, and references available 
through this expansive online resource.

 • Penobscot Theatre – is celebrating its 47th 
Season with a fully digital season.  Use your library 
card to view five of this season’s offerings for free.
 • Story Time & Simple Crafts with Miss 
Cindy – a great way for young people and their 
families to stay connected with beautiful books, 
craft activities, and Miss Cindy.  Visit our YouTube 
channel, and enjoy lots of great story time offerings.
 • Tuesday Forum Online – We’ve taken 
our popular Tuesday Forum Luncheon and 
transformed it to an online event.  Join us on Zoom 
or Facebook Live the 3rd Tuesday each month, for 
Maine author presentations, and musical events. 

*   *   *
 Visit our website (old-town.lib.me.us) for more 
information about what’s going on at the Library. 
Follow our Facebook and Instagram accounts 
for reading recommendations, lists of new items 

added to our collection, and upcoming 
programming announcements. 

Cynthia Jennings

These are just a few of the many e-books and audio books that are available through the OTPL via cloudLibrary.

Old Town Public Library cardholders can stream movies free of charge using Kanopy.
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By Lance Farrar, 
Airport Manager

 Dewitt Field has been bustling 
with new development in the last 
two years. 
 In 2018-19 
the airport was 
allowed to sell 
off certain lots 
on the Airport 
road. As a re-
sult, Sullivan’s 
Automotive 
and Charmi-
chael Transpo-
tation, relocat-
ed tothe airport, Sullivan’s moving 
from its Stillwater Ave location and 
Carmichael moving from Bangor. 
 In 2019 the Department of Home-
land Security requested a spot at the 
Airfield to relocate their Marine & 
Air branch from Houlton. Construc-

tion started in late 2019 and was 
completed in the spring of 2020. 
 Also, in late 2019 the airport was 
awarded an FAA grant to build a 
six-bay nested T-hangar. This al-
lowed us to take on additional full-
time general aviation aircraft. 
 This hangar system was designed 
to house amphibious aircraft, mean-
ing the units had to be 3 feet taller 
than the standard hangar and a bit 
wider.

*   *   *
 2020 projects included stabilizing 
the floatplane shoreline by dredging 
50’x 600’ area of shoreline and lay-
ing down ledge pieces to re-enforce 
the bank. 
 Phase two of the project con-
sisted of clearing off the break wall 
in front of the Forestry Aviation 
facility and dredging the entrance 
into their floatplane ramp and dock. 

Lance Farrar

This project is on going and antici-
pate completion in the spring.

*   *   *
 The airport has a few local flight 
instructors who provide ground 
school classes and cockpit instruc-
tion. Horizon Aircraft Services 
provides quality and professional 
aircraft maintenance on the airfield 
five days a week and the City FBO 
provides pilots with the everyday 
items need such as different types 
of engine oil, fuel and oil testers, 
logbooks, oil and fuel filters, etc. 

*   *   *
 We are optimistic of the upcom-

ing year. Plans are being made for 
our annual fly-in (Wings & Wheels). 
 As in the past the Civil Air Pa-
trol has used the airfield for their 
annual powered flight academy in 
June. 

*   *   *
 The operations office is open 5 
days a week from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 8 a.m until 
noon. 
 Feel free to come in and visit and 
ask questions. Dewitt Field has a 
long and rich history in Maine avia-
tion, and we have many displays set 
up in the lobby. 

By Laura Engstrom, 
City Clerk

 On November 3, 2020, we had a 
successful General Election, with 
record-breaking 
numbers. We 
had a great 
turnout from 
our community 
in both absen-
tee and in-
person voting. I 
want to thank 
all my Election 
workers for 
their hard work 
and the community for its patience 
with all the restrictions that had to 
be made because of the pandemic.

*   *   *
 Dog Licenses: A reminder that the 
month of January is the grace period 
to register your dog. After January 
31, 2021 a $25 late fee is mandated 
by the State and will be applied for 

Laura Engstrom

 Happy New Year! 
 The City website offers citizens 
the ability to re-register vehicles, 

pay taxes and 
sewer fees, 
purchase hunt-
ing and fishing 
licenses, and 
re-register 
ATV, snowmo-
bile, and boat 
registrations 
with the on-line 
portals.  

2021 Waste Water 
Pollution Billing schedule:
 Service dates Due Dates
 January-March  April 30
 April-June July 31
 July-September October 31
 October-December  January 31

Upcoming due dates:
 30-day notices will be mailed 
in January for any unpaid 2020 
sewer fees with liens issued in 
February

General Assistance 
Office 
 General Assistance is a service 
administered by the municipality 
for the immediate aid of persons 
who are unable to provide the basic 
essential necessities to maintain 
themselves or their families.  
 The General Assistance office 
operates by appointment only on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8 
a.m. to 10 a.m.  
 General Assistance can be 
reached by telephone at 827-3991, 
ext. 107, or by email at otwelfare@
old-town.org.

Danielle Berube

2021 Real Estate and Personal Property 
Tax bills are due March 10, 2021

delinquent dogs. New dogs can be 
registered anytime without a late 
fee. The fee is $6 for spayed/neutered 
dogs and $11.00 unaltered.

*   *   *
 Can't make it to City Hall ? 
 We do offer many online options 
by visiting the City of Old Town 
website (www.old-town.org) and 
clicking online payments. These op-
tions include payments to register 
your dog, vehicle, boat, or ATV, as 
well as obtain your hunting/fishing 
license.
 The upcoming Referendum Elec-
tion and RSU 34 School Budget 
approval is still TBD for June. Look 
for more updates on that Election 
via our Facebook page, website, lo-
cal paper and the next newsletter.
 Let us all have a safe and healthy 
Spring!
 If you have any questions, please 
contact me at lengstrom@old-town.
org or call 207-827- 3965, ext. 105

By Danielle Berube, Finance Director

City Clerk: Successful election in 2020;
Dog licences; Online options at City Hall

Dewitt Field bustling 
with new development

City website allows citizens to re-register 
vehicles, pay taxes and fees on line.

Construction at Dewitt Field.
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By David Russell, 
Code Enforcement Officer

 With the end of a very trying 
year ‘2020’ 
nearing, and 
with the hopes 
that we all 
have for a 
much safer and 
healthier ‘2021’ 
soon upon us, 
I would like 
to inform you 
of the projects 
projected to either finish up or get 
underway. 

*   *   *
Projects nearing completion
 Sometime late spring or early 
summer you can expect the comple-
tion of the following:
 • The completion of the new 
cafeteria at the Leonard Middle 
School.
 • The completion of a 14-unit 
apartment building on Brunswick 
Street.
 • The completion of a new du-
plex on Main Street near the Orono 
town line.
 • The completion of a new 
single-family dwelling on Spring 
Street.

*   *   *
Projects now underway
 Projects to continue or commence 
this upcoming summer:
 • The demolition of a dwelling 
on Perkins Avenue and a remodel of 
a dwelling on Wilson Street. The de-
velopers are reconfiguring lot lines 
to allow for the construction of two 
new six-unit apartment buildings.
 • The construction of two new 
three-unit apartment buildings on 
Brunswick Street.
 • The conversion of the former 
Jefferson Street School into a 13-
unit apartment building.
 • The remodeling of the former 
Tim Hortons which will be a new 
location for Dunkin Donuts.
 The past year saw many resi-
dential renovations, additions and 

David Russell

garages completed as 
well. 

*   *   *
 So, with the upcom-
ing year upon us, and 
the warmer weather 
that will follow in just 
a few short months, it 
is time to begin think-
ing about all the build-
ing projects you would 
like to see accom-
plished this summer. 
 I would suggest 
that you give me a call 
before you get too far 
along in the planning 
stages to determine 
whether a permit is 
required and if your 
project is even feasible 
/ allowed. I pride myself in 99% 
of the time finding a way for your 
dream to become a reality. 
 For some construction projects, 
such as siding, roofing, and fences, 
no permits are required. However, 
do you know if the siding you are 
going over is asbestos, or how many 
layers of shingles are permitted 
to be shingled over? Do you really 
know where your property line is 

and if it is true that you must put 
the good side of the fence facing 
your neighbor’s property? What 
size does my new bedroom window 
need to be to meet egress standards. 
How high does the railing on my 
new deck have to be and do I even 
need a railing on it? Is a permit 
for a deck or a shed required? The 
list goes on and on. Most accessory 
structures, decks, sheds, and garag-

are based on the following:
 • Construction costs less than 
$1,000 = $25.
 • Construction costs of $1,000 to 
$4,999 = $35.
 • Construction costs of $5,000 to 
$9,999 = $50.
 • Construction costs of $10,000 
to $20,000 = $65.
 • Construction costs over 
$20,000 = $4 per thousand.
 Permit fees for additions and 
accessory structures are based on 
the square footage of the addition or 
structure. We also require and issue 
both internal and external plumb-
ing permits, electrical permits, sign 
permits as well as permits for all 
commercial applications.

*   *   *
 As you can see, it is an easy one 
stop shopping department for all 
your permitting needs. 
 Please do not hesitate to pick up 
the telephone and let me help you 
get your project under way. I look 
forward to lending you any assis-
tance you may require. 
 You may contact me, David 
Russell, at 827-3965 ext. 205, or at 
drussell@old-town.org.

es require a building per-
mit. Set back distances 
from property lines vary 
between zoning districts 
and upon an accessory 
structure being attached 
or detached to the pri-
mary structure. These are 
important items to find 
out before venturing too 
far into a project.

*   *   *
 Our permit fees in Old 
Town are very reasonable 
and are assessed based 
upon the type of construc-
tion you are doing. 
 For instance, remodel-
ing fees, with no addition-
al square footage added 

Several projects nearing completion in Old Town
Spring Street single-fam8ly dwelling.Main Street duplex.

Leonard Middle School addition.

Brunswick Street 14-unit apartment building.

Jefferson Street School apartment building.
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By David Smith
Pollution Control Superinten-

dent
 Old Town is considered a com-
bined sewer overflow (CSO) com-
munity just like many other Maine 
towns.  This 
means that 
when there is 
extreme wet 
weather, the 
flow entering 
the Pollution 
Control Facil-
ity increases.  
There comes 
a point when 
the water entering the plant is too 
much and some is bypassed through 
our licensed CSO.  
 Over the past 15 years Old Town 
has completed several expensive 
sewer rehabilitation projects.  These 
projects have reduced these over-
flow occurrences or CSO events.  
 Old Town has been in compliance 
with our DEP discharge permits 
and have completed every sewer 
upgrade requested by the DEP.  As 

David Smith

By Travis Roy
Asst. City Manager/Assessir

 Winter and Spring is a busy time 
for the assessor’s office. 
 We audit and send out over 180 
personal prop-
erty accounts, in 
preparation for 
the businesses in 
town filing their 
Spring business 
filings.  These 
accounts are for 
Old Town busi-
nesses and busi-
nesses that lease 
equipment to Old Town businesses.
 We will work with businesses to 
assist in getting their filings com-
pleted and to complete the Business 
Equipment Tax Exemption (BETE) 
Program application process.
 If you have any questions about the 
BETE program, please let us know. 
 As Spring arrives, we will also 
be out inspecting all properties that 
have had building or demolition per-
mits in the last year.  Always feel free 
to call ahead for an appointment. You 
can also email us your questions, and 
we will be glad to assist. 
 
Homestead Exemption  
 Applications for homestead exemp-
tions must be received prior to April 1. 
  Homestead Exemption is $25,000 
as of April 1, 2021. 
 You must own a primary resi-
dence in Maine for at least 1 year 
prior to April 1 in order to qualify 
for the exemption.
 An application form for the 
Homestead Exemption can be found 
on the City of Old Town website 
(www.old-town.org). Click on City 
Departments/Assessor.

Veteran’s Exemption  
 The State of Maine Veteran’s 
Exemption is $6,000 for all veterans 
who served during a qualified period. 
 Qualifying periods include:   
 • World War II—Dec, 7, 1941 
through Dec. 31, 1946.
 • Korean Conflict—June 27, 
1950 through Jan. 31, 1955.
 • Vietnam Era—Feb. 28, 1961 
through May 7, 1975 (service from Feb. 
28, 1961, through Aug. 4, 1964, must 
have been in the Republic of Vietnam).
 • Persian Gulf War—August 2, 
1990, to a date to be determined by 
the U.S. Government. This period 
includes Operation Enduring Free-
dom, Operation Iraqi Freedom, and 
Operation New Dawn.
 Applications must be received by 
April 1. An application form for the 
Veteran’s Exemption can be found 
on the City of Old Town Website 
(www.old-town.org). Click on City 
Departments/Assessor.

Sales Ratio Study 
 We work with the State of Maine 
to conduct a sales ratio study of all 
real estate sales in Old Town every 
year.  The State of Maine requires 
the City of Old Town’s assessment 
ratio to be within the statutorily 
required 70% and 110%.  Old Town’s 
ratio has been between 97% and 99% 
for the last 5 years.  We review the 
sales data to determine if there are 
any areas in town that are above or 
below the required ratios.  If there 
are any areas that require attention, 
necessary adjustments are made.

FY 2021 Mill Rate 
 The mill rate for the municipal tax 
rate is set via a State of Maine form 
that calculates the allowable mill rate 

range.  Once the municipality’s bud-
get is complete, the assessor enters 
the municipal budget total, the RSU 
34 invoice for Old Town’s share of the 
school budget, and the County Tax 
assessment for Old Town into this 
tax rate calculator.  This process pro-
duces the mill rate that is necessary 
to cover the costs mentioned above.
 The FY 2021 mill rate is $22.86 
per $1,000 in valuation.
 This is the third year in a row 
that the mill rate has remained flat. 

Commitment of Taxes 
 The commitment of taxes usually 
occurs during the first week of August. 
 The commitment process takes up 
most of the summer, as new data is 
entered, and existing data is reviewed. 
 Tax bills are typically mailed out 
the in the middle of August, with 
due dates in September and March.

Property Transfers 
 The assessor’s office receives 
property transfer documents from 
the State of Maine about every two 
months.  We make the updates as 
they come in.’

Online Real Estate Information 
 All our real estate property maps, 
cards and information is avail-
able online through the City of Old 
Town’s website (www.old-town.org).
 When you’re on the website, click 
on “City Departments,” and then 
chools “Assessor.”
 When you reach the Assessor 
page, scroll down and choose “Real 
Estate Information.”
 This will bring you to an outside 
GIS website that the City has subcon-
tracted to maintain this online pres-
ence for all our property information. 

Assessing Officers Associations
  Both Travis and Lillian are 
involved in the Central Maine As-
sociation of Assessing Officers.
 This is a regional group that 
conducts monthly meetings of as-
sessors from the region for training, 
networking and group discussions 
on what pressing matters there may 
be in the profession.  We find this 
group very beneficial to the overall 
mission of our office.
 Travis currently serves as the 
President of this organization.
 Travis is also involved in the 
Maine Association of Assessing Of-
ficers, where he serves as the Vice 
President and chair of the Distance 
Learning  and Ethics committees.  
 Involvement in this committee 
gives Travos an opportunity to effect 
change for all of the assessors in 
Maine.  He is especially passionate 
about providing more opportuni-
ties for professional training for the 
many small town assessors in Maine 
who do not have training budgets to 
travel to training opportunities.  He 
firmly believes that the strength of 
the profession should never be deter-
mined by the amount of the budget 
any given town, at any given time.  
This is why he serves and will con-
tinue to push for remote solutions.

*   *   *
 Please feel free to contact us with 
any questions or information needs 
you may have.
 —Travis Roy, CMA2   
 Asst. City Manager/Assessor
 troy@oldtown.org 
 —Lillian Smith
 Asst. Assessor
 lsmith@oldtown.org
 827-3965 ext 206

Travis Roy

a result, the DEP has 
granted us a three 
year period in which 
they are requiring us 
to conduct a flow study 
for our sewer collec-
tion system.
 The Pollution 
Control facility has 
purchased five por-
table flow meters that 
have been installed in 
various areas through 
out the town.  These 
meters will be re-
moved and placed in 
other areas through-
out town over the next 
three years.  
 We plan on chang-
ing locations every six 
to nine months.  The 
goal is to collect as 
much information from as many ar-
eas as possible.  The over all goal for 
flow monitoring study is to identify 
areas where wet weather results in 
excessive flow.

*   *   *

 The Pollution Control facility is 
in the last year of our current DEP 
Discharge Permit.  We are in the 
early stages of the renewal process.
 The Pollution Control Facility 
is in the process of replacing a 45 

year old emergency generator for 
the College Avenue Pump Station.  
We have contracted this job to CMD 
Power Systems.  The new generator 
instillation should be completed by 
January 2021.

Winter, Spring a busy time for Assessor’s Office

Old Town conducting flow study of sewer collection system
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By Scott Wilcox
Public Safety Director

 The Old Town Police Department 
would like to introduce our most 
recent officer 
Chelsea Brass-
lett, who joined 
the department 
recently after 
working for the 
Belfast Police 
Department for 
the past year. 
She attended 
Husson Univer-
sity, where she obtained her Bach-
elor’s Degree in Criminal Justice 
and Psychology.  
 Three other recent additions to 
the department are Christopher 

drive sober. Both alcohol and drugs 
whether legal or illicit can cause 
impairment. It is illegal to drive 
impaired by any substance in all 
States – no exceptions. Alcohol and 
drugs can impair the skills criti-
cal for safe and responsible driving 
such as coordination, judgment, 
perception, and reaction time. 
 Slow down.  It’s harder to con-
trol or stop your vehicle on a slick 
or snow-covered surface.  Watch for 
pedestrians walking on streets and 
at crossings.
 Navigating Around Snow 
Plows.  Don’t crowd a snow plow or 
travel beside it. Snow plows travel 
slowly, make wide turns, stop often, 
overlap lanes, and exit the road 
frequently. However, the road be-
hind an active snow plow is safer to 
drive on. If you find yourself behind 
a snow plow, stay behind it or use 
caution when passing.

Scott Wilcox

Scott Wilcox

McClosky, Alan Reese, and Jake 
McAlinden, who joined patrol this 
fall and have been working on their 
field training with our field training 
officers, Lucas Murphy, Ruel Libby, 
and Joseph Decoteau.

*   *   *
 Get a parking ticket? Old Town 
Police continues with the tradition 
of accepting an alternative payment 
for parking tickets.  
 For the last four years, in lieu of 
paying your ticket you can bring in 
$10 in non-perishable food items to 
the Police Department or City Hall, 
and we will then mark your ticket 
as paid! 
 We donate the food to many of local 
food banks, schools and churches in 
Old Town.

*   *   *
 As we head into the winter 
months we would like to remind 
everyone of a few Winter Driving 
Safety Tips:
 Stay Alert.  Keep your gas tank 
close to full whenever possible and 

By Scott Wilcox
Public Safety Director

 Greetings from Old Town Fire Rescue.  We 
are glad to participate in a city newsletter once 
again, keeping area residents informed of our 
department’s highlights.  
 Our most recent members 
are Firefighter/Paramedic 
Maxwell Newton and Fire-
fighter/EMTs Bailey Har-
rington, Jacob King, and 
Craig Vendetti.  
 All members are enhanc-
ing their trainings in EMS 
through advanced continuing 
education classes.  We also 
place a big emphasis on our daily fire trainings 
and fleet maintenance.  Daily maintenance of 
our fleet of emergency response vehicles ensures 
operational readiness.  Community Public Educa-
tion outreach remains a high priority for us.

*   *   *
 This fall, Old Town Fire Rescue crews partici-
pated in vehicle extrication training with Maine-
iac Fire Training, as well as our annual confined 
space rescue training and Hazmat refresher with 
Specialty Response Solutions, Inc.  We are now 
even better prepared to respond to all types of 

emergencies including chemical releases.  
*   *   *

 As we head into winter, Old Town Fire Res-
cue would like to remind everyone of a few Fire 
Safety Tips: 
 • Heat Your Home Safely.  Keep anything 
that can burn 3 feet away from any heat sources 
like fireplaces, wood stoves, radiators or space 
heater.  Never use your oven to heat your home.  
 • Keep Your Chimney and Vents Clean.  
Hire a qualified professional to clean and inspect 
your chimney and vents at least once a year.
 • Never Use Candles for Emergency 
Lighting.  Always use flashlights and stock up 
on extra batteries. 
 • Generators.  Keep portable generators out-
side away from windows, and as far away from 
your home as possible.
 • Make An Escape Plan.  Always have two 
ways out of each room, pick a safe place to meet 
outside.

*   *   *
 Along with all the previous listed highlights, 
Life Safety inspections of various properties in 
our community remain a focus and priority. As 
always, our primary goal is to provide the best 
Fire and EMS service we can to the citizens of 
Old Town and surrounding communities.  

on longer trips 
plan enough time 
to stop to stretch, 
get something to 
eat, return calls 
or text messages, 
and change driv-
ers or rest if you 
feel drowsy. 
 Avoid Risky 
Driving Be-
haviors.  You 
know the rules: 
Do not text or 
drive distracted; 
obey posted speed 
limits; and always 

Maxwell Newton Craig Vendetti

Bailey Harrington Jacob King

Jake McAlinden Alan Reese

Chelsea Brasslett Christopher McClosky

Four officers join OTPD; Winter Driving Safety Tips

Old Town Fire Rescue update: 4 new members;
vehicle extrication training; fire safety tips

New at OTPD, OTFR

Old Town Police and Fire Rescue collected turkeys and donations for other holiday items outside of the Old 
Town Hannaford before Christmas.
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By EJ Roach
Director, Economic and 

Community Development

Maine’s Bicentennial Cel-
ebration
 As the State of Maine cel-
ebrates its Bicentennial, the 
City of Old Town has planned 
a community dinner to cel-
ebrate 
Maine’s 
200 years. 
The plan-
ning com-
mittee, 
comprised 
of various 
stake-
holders 
through-
out the community, will in-
corporate Old Town’s history 
during the past 200 years into 
the dinner event. 
 Current plans call fors the 
dinner to be held on May 22 
at the Old Town Elementary 
School, funded in part by a 
grant from the Maine Bicen-
tennial Commission. More 
details will be announced in 
the coming months.  

BikeMaine 2021 
 The COVID-19 pandemic 
has postponed many events. 
Old Town had been selected 
as a host community for Bike-
Maine 2020. BikeMaine was 
founded to promote Maine as 
a bicycling destination and 
to use cycling as an economic 
development tool for local 
communities. 
 Each year since its inaugural 
ride in 2013, BikeMaine has of-
fered a week-long trek through 
a different and unique part 
of Maine. The 2020 Katahdin 
Frontier Ride was scheduled 
to begin and end in the City of 
Old Town, but the event was 
cancelled due to COVID-19. 
 Although final arrange-
ments have not yet been an-
nounced, we expect BikeMaine 
to begin and end its 7-day trek 
September 11-18, 2021. 

Downtown Planning
 The City has received a 
great deal of feedback from 
the downtown survey that 
was administered in late Au-
gust of 2020. 
 Once the survey data was 
collected, the Downtown Com-
mittee began presenting find-
ings to various stakeholder 
groups. 
 One idea that gained sup-
port from the committee and 
the City Council is to develop 

EJ Roach

a “pop-up shop” market within 
the downtown area. The plan is to 
constructs 4-5 low-cost “chalets” 
and place them together in a vacant 

area in the downtown. 
 The goal of this project is to 
bring more retail to the downtown 
while at the same time allowing 

affordable and swift entry into the 
downtown by small and/or emerging 
business owners. 
 Any small business interested 

in utilizing one of these pop-up 
shops should contact the Old Town 
Economic and Community Develop-
ment Department. 

Old Town Development LLC:  Bicentennial, Bike Maine, Downtown Planning



January 2021    RSU 34 Community Connections    Page 31_______________________________________________________ ____
Health Information
 Emergency Information: It is vital that the school 
have the phone numbers for parents and other emer-
gency numbers in case we cannot reach you. Please 
notify the main office immediately if there is a change 
in address, phone number, or emergency numbers. It is 
very difficult to care for an ill child when no one can be 
reached. If your child has a chronic condition (asthma, 
diabetes, seizure disorder, etc.), please make sure the 
school nurse is informed of the specific emergency 
procedure for your child.
 Health Records: Each child was issued a health 
record when they entered Pre-K or Kindergarten. This 
record is part of their cumulative school record for the 
duration of their school years. It is very important that 
all information is accurate and up to date. Whenever 
there is an important change in your child’s health status 
(asthma diagnosis, diabetes, fractures, surgery, etc.), or 
if your child has been placed on long-term medication, 
please call and let the school nurse know so this can be 
added to their record. When a student graduates from 
high school, this health record, in regards to immu-
nizations and health issues, is an important source of 
information for them, as many colleges, employers, and 
the military require immunization information.
 Immunizations: Varicella (chickenpox): since 
school year 2007, the state of Maine required all 
children in K-12 to provide either proof/certificate of 
immunization for Varicella or proof from a physician 
that your child has had the illness. If your child receives 
immunizations (beyond the minimum requirement), at 
any time, and you provide the certificate of immuniza-
tion to the school, it will be added to your child’s health 
record. According to the state of Maine, if a parent 
opposes immunization of their child for any vaccine 
(including Varicella) because of sincere religious belief 
or for philosophical reasons, this must be stated in writ-
ing each year. 
 Medications: The administration of medications, 
including both prescription (requiring doctor/dentist 
order) and/or over the counter (non-prescription) is 
permitted only when failure to take such medication 
would jeopardize the health of the student. If a student 
needs to take medication while in school, please request 
a Permission to Administer Medication at School form 
from the school. Read the form very carefully and 
follow all guidelines before any medication may be 
administered. The medication must be in the original 
container and should be brought in by the parent. Only 
enough medication for one month (20 days) should be 
brought to school. All medications must be stored in the 
locked cabinet in the main office/clinic.
 Exceptions: 
 1. Inhalers and Epi-Pens may be carried by students 
only if the medication permission forms are completed 
and appropriate use has been demonstrated to the school 
nurse. The student must have their epi-pens for field 
trips, and/or outdoor school activities/classes.      
 2. If you would like your child to have acetamino-
phen (Tylenol), a written parental permission form must 
be signed annually.
 Illness: If a student becomes ill at school and 
it is necessary for him/her to go home, a parent or 
emergency person will be contacted either by the school 
nurse, office, or teacher. If a student becomes ill at home 
and the illness will require several days absence, please 
notify the school. If the student becomes ill with a com-
municable disease (chickenpox, etc.) please let us know. 
Please do not send your child to school with fever, vom-
iting, congested cough, undiagnosed rash, suspected 
“pink eye”, etc. Please provide the school with a written 
physician note if they were sent home with question of a 
communicable disease (strep throat, skin rash, etc.) and 
when they are permitted to return to school.
 Head Lice: If a student has eggs, the parents are 
called and a treat- ment plan is discussed with the nurse. 
If a student has live lice, the student’s parents are called 
to pick up the child and a treatment plan is discussed 
with the nurse. Students with lice may not return to 
school until the school nurse or designated school of-
ficial has checked to be sure the lice have been treated. 
If a family has experienced chronic lice, the nurse will 
check the student more frequently to be sure the student 
is clear. Teachers can recommend a student be checked 
for lice if they are observing excessive head scratching. 
Full classroom checks are only conducted if the class is 
experiencing several outbreaks and excessive absences 
are occurring.

School and District Data 
Available
 Certain RSU #34 testing data is available to the 
public, including the “Report Card” required under the 
federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act. To 
access this data, visit www.rsu34.org and click “ESEA 
Report Card”, or contact:
 Dr. Jon Doty - Director of Curriculum, Instruction, 
and Assessment, Regional School Unit #34, 156 Oak 
Street,  Old Town, ME 04468, (207) 827-3932, jon.
doty@rsu34.org
 ESEA requires all school districts to provide two 
years of academic information for the public in the 
ESEA Report Card. These report cards include assess-
ment information about all students in the grades tested 
in the district and information about all students tested 
in each school in the following academic areas: reading/
language arts, mathematics, science.
 Information about the academic achievement of 
the students in each school is compared to the district 
academic assessment results and to the academic assess-
ment results of students at those grade levels in the State 
of Maine. This information is also disaggregated by the 

Public Notice Education 
Rights of Children and 
Youth that are Homeless
 This public notice provides information about the 
rights of children, youths, and unaccompanied youth 
that are homeless to attend a public school or public 
charter school. An unaccompanied youth is a youth that 
does not live with a parent or guardian. This notice in-
cludes information to help you know if you or someone 
you know is considered homeless and is eligible for 
services from our school district. Children or youths that 
are homeless have rights that include the right to attend 
public schools. If you need assistance understanding 
this letter, please contact Kimm Kenniston (McKinney-
Vento Liaison) at Kimm.Kenniston@rsu34.org or (207) 
827-3921.  Do you need an interpreter? Please tell us 
and we will make sure one is available.
 Our school district actively enrolls and provides 
services for children and youth that are homeless. If 
you are homeless or know of a child, youth, or unac-
companied youth that may be homeless, please contact 
the person listed here for help:  Kimm Kenniston 
(McKinney-Vento Liaison) at Kimm.Kenniston@rsu34.
org or (207) 827-3921.

 Who is “homeless”? 
 Children or youth (including children of migrant 
workers) who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence are homeless. Fixed means the 
home is connected to the ground and is not easy to 
move. Regular means a place where the child sleeps 
every night. Adequate means the home meets modern 
standards of living. Children who are sharing someone 
else’s housing because they lost theirs or because they 
cannot afford their own housing are homeless.
 Children and youths who are homeless may be 
living in:  motels; hotels; camping grounds because 
they do not have an adequate home; emergency or 
transitional shelters; trailer parks (this does not refer to a 
mobile home (trailer) park, this refers to a type of camp-
ing ground for fifth wheel camper trailers or other types 
of movable campers); or are abandoned in hospitals.
Children and youth who are homeless may have a 
place they usually sleep that is a public or private place 
not meant to be a regular place for people to sleep. 
They may also be living in: cars; parks; public spaces; 
abandoned buildings;substandard housing (housing that 
does not meet modern standards of living); bus or train 
stations; or other similar settings.
 If you are not sure, please contact the person listed 
on this notice.

 What are the education rights of children and 
youth that are homeless? 
 Our schools provide the same educational services 
to all students without regard to their living situation. 
Children and youth who are homeless also have rights 
that include:
 • Based on what is best for the child or youth, 
the child or youth can continue to attend the “school of 
origin” or be immediately enrolled in any public school 
where the student now lives. This includes any school 
that students who are not homeless attend that is in the 
area where the child or youth now lives.
 • Being given services without delay, such as 
transportation and meal programs.
 • Other appropriate services and programs, such 
as programs for:  gifted children; children with disabili-
ties; English learners; career and technical education; 
and preschool.
 • Help in school through the district’s federally 
funded Title I program. A student that is homeless can 
receive Title I services even if the student is not attend-
ing a Title I funded school. 
 • School activities for parents or guardians.
 • Participation in athletics, fine arts, or other 
extra-curricular activities.
 • Being treated the same as students who are not 
homeless by school personnel.

 What is the “school of origin”? 
 ‘School of origin’ means the school the child or 

Parental notice regarding
physical restraint 
and seclusion
 The Board has adopted a policy/procedure JKAA/
JKAA-R addressing Restraint and Seclusion of 
Students. The policy/procedure can be accessed on the 
district’s website at: www.rsu34.org, in school offices 
and the Superintendent’s Office.  
 Any parent with questions about the policy/proce-
dure should discuss the issue with a building principal, 
the Special Education Director, or the Superintendent.

Affirmative Action 
General Policy Statement
 It is the policy of RSU 34 to en- sure equal em-
ployment/educational opportunities/affirmative action 
regardless of race, sex, color, national origin, marital 
status, religion, age, sexual orientation, or disability 
in accordance with all federal and state legislation.
 RSU 34 will fully comply with Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX, and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and intends 
not to discriminate on the basis of disability in any of 
its employment practices or educational programs.
 Inquiries may be made or griev- ances initiated 
by contacting Scott Gordon, Affirmative Action Of-
fice, 203 Stillwater Avenue, Old Town, Maine 04468, 
Tel. 827-3910 ext. 303, or by contacting the Office of 
Civil Rights, Washington, D.C.

A.H.E.R.A. Notice
 TO: BUILDING OCCUPANTS: Alton Elemen-
tary School, Old Town High School, J.A. Leonard 
Middle School Old Town Elementary School, Viola 
Rand School
 FROM: David Walker, Superintendent of Schools
 The above named schools have been inspected 
for the presence of asbestos-containing materials. A 
written plan for the management of these materials has 
been developed. 
 This plan is available for inspection at the Office 
of the Superintendent of Schools, 156 Oak Street, Old 
Town, Maine 04468 during regular office hours. 
 Copies of the plan for each school may be ob-
tained on request at a cost of $35.00 per volume.

ANNUAL NOTICE OF 
STUDENT EDUCATION 
RECORDS AND 
INFORMATION RIGHTS
 The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a 
Federal law that protects the privacy of student education 
records. The law applies to all schools that receive funds 
under an applicable program of the U.S. Department of 
Education.
 FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to 
their children’s education records. These rights transfer 
to the student when he or she reaches the age of 18 or 
attends a school beyond the high school level. Students to 
whom the rights have transferred are “eligible students.”
 •  Parents or eligible students have the right to 
inspect and review the student’s education records 
maintained by the school. Schools are not required to 
provide copies of records unless, for reasons such as great 
distance, it is impossible for parents or eligible students to 
review the records. Schools may charge a fee for copies.
 •  Parents or eligible students have the right to 
request that a school correct records which they believe 
to be inaccurate or misleading. If the school decides not 
to amend the record, the parent or eligible student then 
has the right to a formal hearing. After the hearing, if the 
school still decides not to amend the record, the parent or 
eligible student has the right to place a statement with the 
record setting forth his or her view about the contested 
information.
 •  Generally, schools must have written permission 
from the parent or eligible student in order to release any 
information from a student’s education record. However, 
FERPA allows schools to disclose those records, without 
consent, to the following parties or under the following 
conditions (34 CFR § 99.31):
 (1) School officials with legitimate educational inter-
est;
 (2) Other schools to which a student is transferring;
 (3) Specified officials for audit or evaluation pur-
poses;
 (4) Appropriate parties in connection with financial 
aid to a student;
 (5) Organizations conducting certain studies for or on 
behalf of the school;

Annual Integrated Pest 
Management Notice
 Pest Control: Because pesticides pose risks, the 
school uses an alter- native approach to merely applying 
pesticides. Control of insects, rodents, and weeds at 
our school focuses on making the school buildings and 
grounds an unfavorable place for pests to live and breed. 
Through maintenance and cleaning, we will reduce or 
eliminate available food and water sources and hiding 
places for the pests. We will also routinely monitor the 
school area to detect pest problems and prevent the pests 
from becoming established. Some techniques we will 
use include pest monitoring, sanitation, pest exclu-
sion, proper food storage, pest removal and - as a last 
resort - pesticides. This holistic approach is often called 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM).
 Pesticide Use: Sometimes pesticide use may be 
necessary to control a pest problem. When that happens, 
the school will use the lowest risk products available. 
If higher risk pesticides must be used, notices will be 
posted at application sites and parents, guardians, and 
staff have a right to know.
 Your Right to Know: Parents, legal guardians, 
and school staff will be notified of specific pesticide 
applications made at the school. Notification will be 
given at least five days before planned pesticide ap-
plications during the regular school year. In addition, for 
pesticides applied anytime during the year, notices will 
also be posted in the school and on school grounds two 
working days before until 48 hours after the application. 
Notification need not be given for pesticide applications 
recognized by law to pose little or no risk of exposure to 
children or staff.
 The school also keeps records of prior pesticide 
applications and information about the pesticides used. 
You may review these records, a copy of the School’s 
Integrated Pest Management Policy and the Pesticides 
in Schools regulation (CMR 01-026 Chapter 27) by 
contacting our IPM coordinator, John Lodge, at 827-
3902.
 If you have any questions, please contact David 
Walker, Superinten- dent of Schools. For further infor- 
mation about pests, pesticides, and your right to know, 
call the Board of Pesticides Control at 207-287-2731 or 
visit the Maine School IPM web site at www.thinkfirst-
spraylast.org/schoolipm.

Child Find Information
 The purpose of this notification is to ensure that 
Regional School Unit #34 is in compliance with 05-071 
Chapter 101 Maine Unified Special Education Regula-
tion, Birth to Age Twenty.
 “Each SAU shall maintain and implement policies 
and procedures to ensure that all children residing in the 
jurisdiction between the ages of 3 and 20 years, includ-
ing children with disabilities who are homeless children, 
are wards of the State or state agency clients, children 
with disabilities attending private schools and receiving 
home instruction, highly mobile children (including 
migrant or homeless), children who have the equivalent 
of 10 full days of unexcused absences or 7 consecutive 
school days of unexcused absences during a school 
year, and children incarcerated in county jails, and who 
are in need of special education and related services, 
even though they are advancing from grade to grade, are 
identified, located and evaluated at public expense.”
 It is the stated intention of Regional School Unit 
#34 to provide any eligible special education student for 
whom it has responsibility, a “genuine opportunity for 
equitable participation” in special education programs.  
 Section 504 Child Find Notice:  Children eligible 
for Section 504 Accommodations or services include 
those children who have a physical or mental impair-
ment that substantially limits a major life activity.  
 If you suspect your child has a disability and may 
need special education services or 504 Accommoda-
tions, or if you would like additional information, please 
contact your child teacher or call the District’s Special 
Education Director, Kimm Kenniston at 827-3921.
 Homeless Liaison:  Kimm Kenniston is the home-
less liaison for RSU #34.  It is the responsibility of RSU 
#34 to notify the citizens and parents in the district on 
an annual basis that education services are available 
to students classified as homeless.  If you need further 
information to determine the rights available to students 
who are homeless in RSU #34, please contact Kimm 
Kenniston at 827-3921.

following subgroups: gender, racial and ethnic groups, 
students with disabilities, students with limited English 
proficiency, economically disadvantaged students.
In addition to the academic as- sessment information, 
each Report Card includes information about attendance 
percentages of students in grades 3-8 and about the high 
school’s graduation rate.
 ESEA also requires each district to provide the 
public with the following: qualifications of teachers in 
the district’s schools, the percentage of teachers in each 
school with each of the professional degrees (e.g., Bach-
elor’s degree, Master’s degree, Certificate of Advanced 
Studies, Doctorate), and the percentage of teachers in 
each school who are teaching with emergency or provi-
sional credentials.

 (6) Accrediting organizations;
 (7) To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued 
subpoena; 
 (8) Appropriate officials in cases of health and safety 
emergencies; and
 (9) State and local authorities, within a juvenile 
justice system, pursuant to specific State law.
 Schools may disclose, without consent, “directory” 
information such as a student’s name, address, telephone 
number, date and place of birth, honors and awards, and 
dates of attendance. However, schools must tell parents 
and eligible students about directory information and 
allow parents and eligible students a reasonable amount 
of time to request that the school not disclose directory 
information about them. Schools must notify parents and 
eligible students annually of their rights under FERPA. 
The actual means of notification (special letter, inclusion 
in a PTA bulletin, student handbook, or newspaper article) 
is left to the discretion of each school.
 For additional information, you may call 1-800-USA-
LEARN (1-800-872-5327) (voice).   
 You may also contact Kimm Kenniston, Director of 
Special Education, at (207) 827-3921.  Individuals who 
use TDD may use the Federal Relay Service.
 Or you may contact the following address: 
  Family Policy Compliance Office
  U.S. Department of Education
  400 Maryland Avenue, SW
  Washington, D.C. 20202-8520

youth attended before becoming homeless or the school 
the child or youth last attended, including a preschool. 
When the child or youth completes the final grade level 
of a school of origin, then ‘school of origin’ means the 
school the child or youth would attend at the next grade 
level. The district must consider what is best for the 
child or youth when making a decision about which 
school the student will attend. Placement at the school 
of origin must be a choice unless doing so is not what is 
best for the student or is against the wishes of the parent, 
guardian or unaccompanied youth.
 
 What if there is a disagreement about school 
placement? 
 If the district places a student in a school that is not 
the school of origin or a school requested by the parent, 
guardian or unaccompanied youth, then the parent, 
guardian or unaccompanied youth may appeal (ask to 
change) the placement decision. The student will be 
immediately enrolled in the school that the student or 
parent asked for while an appeal is being considered. 
The district homeless liaison listed on this notice will 
provide information and assistance to appeal a place-
ment decision.
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By Stacy Henry,
Kindergarten Teacher, OTES

 While it has been a different 
start to the kindergarten year, it 
has been busy and fun. 
 The kindergarten team at OTES 
has worked hard to carry on many 
of the kindergarten traditions in 
ways that are safe and fun!  

*   *   *
 Every year, the kindergartners 
celebrate color days.  This year that 
tradition continued and kindergart-
ners were treated to songs, stories, 
and activities for each color.  A high-

 We use our very own worm cast-
ings to help the soil and we always 
love getting our hands in the dirt.   

*   *   *
 For years, the kindergarten 
classes have been involved in a 
variety of gingerbread activities.  
All classes read different versions of 
the gingerbread man.  
 We made our own gingerbread 
cookies and the kitchen staff baked 
them for us.  We went to pick them 
up only to find, in true gingerbread 
fashion, they escaped when JB 
opened the door!  We chased those 
cookies around the school and found 
them back in our classrooms with 
our gingerbread houses.  
 We had fun frosting, decorating, 
and eating our cookies and houses.  
We are so happy to have had time 
at our school to keep these tradi-
tions going and are looking forward 
to all the learning opportunities 
that winter and spring will bring!  

light was picking carrots of 
OTES’s very own garden!  
 The two-week long cel-
ebration ended with a color 
parade in the bus loop.   
 Another tradition 
involves planting in the 
learning garden. Kinder-
garteners planted garlic, 
daffodil, tulip and other 
bulbs in the garden and 
in front of the school.   

OTES Kindergartners
enjoying a busy, fun
year in 2020-21

Ethan Goody with his “creepy carrot.”

Mrs. K-S’s gingerbread men ran away!

Mrs. K-S’s class celebrate color week. John Jeskey holds some yellow tomatoes

Lorelai Gilbert decorates her gingerbread 
house.

Sora and Skylar planting garlic.Two of Mrs. Henry’s students plant garlic.

Alex Mcquire shows us a bulb.

Another group of Mrs. Henry’s students plant garlic.


