
 

  

MADISON  

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mark Schwarz, Superintendent  
Daniel J. Ross, Esq., Asst. Superintendent 
Dr. Frank Santora, Asst. Superintendent 

359 Woodland Road 
Madison, NJ  07940 

(973) 593-3101 
Fax: (973) 593-3161 

January 20, 2021 

 

Dear Music Families, 

 

We are excited to announce that the instrumental and vocal music programs will be implementing new procedures 

to allow for a phased return of indoor rehearsals in the coming weeks. High school ensembles, middle school 

band and orchestra, and elementary chorus will begin first, followed by the other ensembles. This letter outlines 

guidelines for students and staff in these programs and provides insight as to the science behind these protocols.  

 

Since the onset of the pandemic, the Music Department has worked to adjust course offerings to maintain a 

dynamic and rigorous learning experience for all students. These changes have been implemented to keep students 

and staff as safe as possible and were developed through guidance from local, state, and national health agencies.  

 

Recently, the National Association for Music Education (NAfME) and its global partners published a series of 

aerosol studies that investigated how indoor vocal and instrumental music performance might affect the spread of 

COVID-19 and how risks can be reduced through different mitigation strategies. Based on the outcomes and 

recommendations of these studies, the district has developed the COVID-19 rehearsal protocols outlined below. 

 

Masks: 

● Each student will be issued individual PPE: one vocal facemask (high school only) or an instrumental 

facemask and bell cover specific to their instrument (all district band students). 

● Students will be expected to have their mask(s) with them each day for performance indoors. 

● Students must have the facemasks/bell covers on for the entirety of the practice in order to participate. 

● Students will be expected to clean masks after each day of use (this is critical to health and safety!). 

● Only one set of masks will be issued per student. If masks are lost or damaged, students will need to 

purchase a new set in order to participate. 

Procedures: 

● Students will practice with a 6 foot by 6 foot minimum distance between them, and a 9 foot by 6 foot 

space for Trombone players and singers.  

● Water keys will be emptied onto a disposable pad that will be discarded at the end of the practice. 

● Students will sanitize their hands upon entry to and exit from the music room. 

● Students will wear their regular mask until they reach their rehearsal seat and will then exchange that 

mask for their instrument-specific mask.  

● When possible, windows and/or exterior doors will remain open.  

● All indoor rehearsals will be limited to 30 minutes of performance time. Following each indoor rehearsal, 

the room will be left vacant for a minimum of 30 minutes before a new group enters. 

● Percussion students may not share sticks or instruments during this time. 

● Student talking must be kept to a minimum. 

● Students learning remotely will be expected to keep up with the rehearsal while at home.  

 

We believe that these protocols will allow the district to continue to offer a dynamic and engaging music program, 

while keeping our students and staff as safe as possible. More specific information will be shared at the school 

level or by music staff. If you have any questions please feel free to reach out to your child’s teacher. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Daniel J. Ross, Esq. 

Asst. Superintendent 

https://www.nfhs.org/articles/unprecedented-international-coalition-led-by-performing-arts-organizations-to-commission-covid-19-study/
https://www.nfhs.org/articles/unprecedented-international-coalition-led-by-performing-arts-organizations-to-commission-covid-19-study/

