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Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
The health and safety of children in our Earlimart community is our 
number one priority. We have all been experiencing a new way of life 
with COVID-19 or Coronavirus. We have been asked to shelter in our 
homes, wear masks outside, physically distance ourselves from loved 
ones and friends, and many of us have not been able to work or 
attend school in person. 
 
Now that some parts of our lives are making their way back to a new 
“normal”, we want you to be prepared for some of the changes that 
you and your child will experience when you return. The district is 
planning to bring back small cohorts of students in three categories: 
special education students, foster or homeless students and students 
experiencing excessive difficulty learning from home. 
 
The anticipated start date will be January 19, 2021. 
 
Please keep in mind that the returning students will continue with 
their virtual learning, they will just do so on the school campus. 
Classified staff will supervise and support students while they 
continue to work with their assigned teachers through virtual 
learning. If you feel that it is unsafe to send your child back to school, 
your child can continue to learn virtually. 
 
Cohorts will consist of no more than 14 students and all precautions 
will be adhered to. State guidance allows for no more than 25% of the 
school site population; therefore, the district will start with small 
targeted groups. 
 
It is important that we take precautions, as COVID-19 symptoms may 
not be the same for every person. To ensure this illness does not 
continue to spread, we intend to take all reasonable precautions, 
such as: 
 
● Parent Drop-Off: There will be a hand washing/sanitizing 
station outside the campus to reduce the amount of outside traffic 
inside of the school site. Parents and children will be asked to wait 
outside, and a staff member will escort the child to their classroom. 
Pickup will be a similar process, and children will be escorted to their 
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parents. We ask that you have the same person drop off and pick up 
your child each day, if possible. School sites will communicate with 
specific locations. 
 
● Daily Health Check: Upon drop-off, we will ask if you or anyone 
in your household has been ill. We will also take your child’s 
temperature before entering their class. If the child’s temperature is 
above 100 degrees, they will not be allowed to attend school.  
Children should be fever free without medication for 24 hours prior 
to returning to the school site. 
 
● Physical Distancing: Classroom furniture will be arranged to 
provide space for children to maintain social-distancing guidelines. 
Windows may be open to provide more air circulation. In addition, 
the use of masks by staff and children will be implemented 
appropriately according to the child’s age and needs. Sites will 
provide detailed information. 
 
● Sanitizing and Disinfecting: To keep everyone as safe as 
possible, we will intensify our efforts to keep our facility disinfected. 
Staff will increase the frequency of cleaning surfaces and classroom 
materials. Surfaces such as doorknobs, sink handles, and railings will 
be disinfected regularly. 
 
● Hand Washing: Children and staff will wash hands more 
frequently throughout the day to reduce the transmission of germs. 
Hand washing is still the #1 way of combating the illness. Proper 
handwashing will be reinforced and monitored closely by staff. 
 
We are committed to protecting the health of our children, staff, and 
families by taking the everyday preventative measures listed above; 
however, it is also important for families to monitor their own health 
for any symptoms. We will continue to follow these guidelines 
diligently to stop the spread of COVID-19. The CDC website will 
continue to be monitored closely for any additional guidelines and 
precautions. 
 
Should you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to us. We 
thank you for your partnership during this time and will continue to 
update you as we receive new information. 
 
Warm Regards, 
 
The Earlimart Elementary School District 

 

 


