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It is Martin 
Luther King, Jr 
Day on Mon-
day, January 
18. There is no 
school either 
as there is 
teacher in-
service.

This Week’s 
Need to Know 

 
FACT OF THE WEEK: A crocodile 
can’t stick out its tongue. 
 
LIFE HACK OF THE WEEK:  
If you have a hard time hearing 
your alarm in the morning, place it 
in a glass cup to amplify the sound. 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK: Why do peo-
ple tell actors to break a leg? 

 - submitted by Colton B. 

 
BRAINTEASER OF 
THE WEEK: Solve this 
rebus puzzle. 
 
Answers to joke and 
brainteaser are on the bottom. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday, January 16 
 - GBB @ Dakota St. Classic (TBA) 
 - JHBBB @ BEC in Volga (PPD) 
Monday, January 18 
 - No School—Teacher Inservice 
 - JHBBB v. Canton (4:00/5:00) 
 - BBB @ Tea (5:00/6:15/7:30) 
Tuesday, January 19 
 - JHBBB @ West Central (4:30) 
 - GBB @ SF Christian (6:15/7:30) 
Friday, January 22 
 - GBB v. Vermillion (4:00/6:15) 
 - BBB v. Vermillion (5:00/7:30) 
Saturday, January 23 
 - BBB @ Dakota St. Classic (TBA) 

 
Worth Mentioning 

 
MULTIMEDIA continues to put out 
new and interesting content. 
Check out their YouTube (https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCv5zIYEMx3z6tcLF4_SttkQ) and 
Spotify (open.spotify.com/
show/1zYLAdNYxJiYi1pPbsMQST) 
channels. Look up Garretson Tech 
on YouTube and Blue Dragon Buzz 
for Spotify. 
 
NEW WRITERS join the journalism 
staff. A few schedules shifted at 
semester time, opening up oppor-
tunities for new journalists to step 
in. Welcome Trever Edmundson 
and Dustyn Winterton. 
 
COUNTDOWN TO BREAK:  1 Day 
Next break is January 18—Martin 
Luther King, Jr Day. While students 
are out, teachers have in-service. 

by Trever Edmundson 
staff writer 
 
     The beginning of 2021 start-
ed off with a bang on January 6 
when the US Capitol had been 
breached by pro-trump protest-
ers. This has been the first 
breach of the capitol in over 200 
years when the British stormed 
and burned down the building 
during its construction.  
     The damage caused by the 
protesters will be repaired with 
taxpayer money due to the 
building not having any form of 
insurance with an estimated 
cost between $500 million to $1 
billion. Much of this damage 
could have been prevented if 
the proper preparations had been made prior to the 
attack. The riot itself had been made known prior to the 
day of the attack, Kenneth Rapuano, the assistant de-
fense secretary for homeland defense, told reporters 
during a press call on Thursday. They asserted that they 
would not be requesting National Guard support, he 
said.  
     The heavy damages to the capitol came with the loss 
of five individuals coming from both sides of the conflict. 
While two of the deaths came at the hands of another 

individual the remaining three died due to health issues. 
While five deaths may not seem like an incredibly huge 
number it is a number that could have been greatly low-
ered if only the proper preparations had been made to 
avoid the attacks.  
     While the recent attack will be marked down in histo-
ry for the better or the worse, after the appointment of 
Joe Biden, as the new president, or the impeachment of 
Donald Trump, hopefully both sides will subdue and 
cease all violence. 

JOKE: Because there is a cast on every set    BRAINTEASER: Bring back to life 

Capitol riots 

  

by Rebekah Roth 
staff writer—editorial 
 
     As a school, we have 
finally wrapped up the 
first semester and are 
now prepared to sail into 
the second, but not 
without various strug-
gles along the way. Last 
week, when the majority of semes-
ter tests were being conducted, a 
multitude of students expressed 
their stress and aversion towards the 
timing of the tests or projects they 
had to complete, as they found them 
to be inconvenient after winter 
break.  
     For this reason, I believe that 
something must be done to prevent 
this opposition, that way students 
are more likely to succeed. The main 
source of dread for students comes 
from having to manage studying, 
finishing projects, taking semester 
exams, and even accomplishing reg-
ular class assignments for up to sev-
en classes all in one week directly 
after the two week winter break. 
Most students agree that simply re-
scheduling this week to before win-
ter break would decrease their stress 
levels and improve their eagerness 
to learn, study, and participate.  
     “Having semester testing after 
Christmas break makes me more 

stressed, because we just got back 
from break. We only get a few days 
to get ourselves ready for the 
testing, and most of the testing is on 
the same day,” said Marissa Smith, a 
sophomore who feels strongly about 
the semester exams.  
     However, while students would 
be capable of finishing all semester 
assignments and then move on to a 
refreshing break, I don’t presume 
that it would solve the full problem 
of the students' restlessness. If se-
mester test week was the last week 
before break, projects may not be 
given until the week of, due to the 
daily class work the teachers have in 
mind utilizing the prior week entire-
ly. In addition, what would we do in 
our classes if we have an extra week 
of the first semester after winter 
break, but with no tests or assign-
ments to complete? This would be 
clearly inefficient.  
     One way that I suggest we resolve 
this dilemma is by dividing the se-

mester test week into two weeks, 
one before break and one after-
wards. The first week could be used 
to study and take tests within each 
class, that way everything the stu-
dents have learned is fresh and easi-
er to remember. Then, the week 
after winter break could be when 
every project for each class is due, so 
students could have time over break 
to work on them.  
     Smith also stated, “I think we 
should do semester testing before 
break because we have the infor-
mation that we learned recently in 
our heads … However, I think pro-
jects should be due after break.”  
     Still, most students agree that 
even just adjusting semester tests to 
be before Christmas break would be 
beneficial, and don’t understand 
why we have them afterwards. Prin-
cipal Chris Long explained, “We used 
to do it all the time before Christmas 
break, but when we changed our 
schedule, our community wanted to 
start school later in the fall … that 
pushed somewhere between five to 
ten days of that semester left after 
the break … So we moved it a couple 
years ago just because there were so 
many days left, and we decided to 
do those assessments after the kids 
come back from the break.”  

Semester test week needs to change 

Protestors overran the Capitol building on Wednesday, January 6, the day Congress was certifying the electoral 
college votes, officially marking Joseph Biden as President-Elect. 

Photo by Samuel Corum of Getty Images, ran CNN Politics on Jan. 12, 2021 The devastating silence of the Trump 

Continued on page 2 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv5zIYEMx3z6tcLF4_SttkQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv5zIYEMx3z6tcLF4_SttkQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv5zIYEMx3z6tcLF4_SttkQ
open.spotify.com/show/1zYLAdNYxJiYi1pPbsMQST
open.spotify.com/show/1zYLAdNYxJiYi1pPbsMQST
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/12/politics/federal-government-silent-attacks-riot/index.html
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Revolutionary technology 

by Camas Johnson 
staff writer 
 
     2021 is appearing to be full of surprises such as new 
tech that is expected to come out or has already come 
out, including unexpected events. There are many new 
gadgets coming to 2021 and these will be available all 
across the country. 
     The first interesting item 
is AirPop, a smart face mask: 
Airpop Masks are able to be 
connected to Bluetooth al-
lowing the mask to tell you 
the air quality of the air 
around you, your breaths 
per minute and your exercise. The mask is also supposed 
to filter out 99.9 percent of unwanted particles. These 
masks start at $7.99 and can cost up to $70.00. If you're 
interested and want to know more details about these 
you can find them at airpophealth.com. 

     The next item is 
called Moflin. Molflin 
is an AI pet that looks 
like something in be-
tween a hamster and a 
slipper. This AI be-
haves very much like a 

pet adapting to its surroundings and. And develop a 
unique personality based on their environment. 

     Moflin at the moment cannot be purchased as of Jan-
uary 14 2021, but the company is planning making the 
first shipment sometime in March of 2021. Here is the 
Kickstarter’s basic address; kickstarter.com/projects/
vanguardindustries 
     Next on the list is 
the Vuzix smart glass-
es. Theses glasses aug-
ment your reality by 
adding a display and your able to mirror the screen of 
your phone onto these. The device also has wifi LTE 
speakers and noise cancelling microphones. The date of 
release is not yet known nor is the price. 
     Finally we have the Mojo Vision’s Lens, this new piece 

of technology is a 
smart contact lens. 
This is a Lens that 
you put in your eye 
and your reality is 
changed immedi-
ately, you are able 
to take notes look 
at maps, and check 

messages, all without having to look down at your 
phone. The Lens is said to be comfortable and easy to 
use. The website is at www.mojo.vision 

New advances in AI and other tech provides market for unique gadgets 

by Peyton Hove 
staff writer 
 
     It’s only week 
two and there’s 
already drama 
and fainting. 
Whether you 
are new to the show or a hard core 
fan, everyone can agree this season 
of The Bachelor is going to be inter-
esting.  
     Last week, we met the girls and 
nothing was super crazy. One girl had 
her quarantine buddy, one girl had 
hoof slippers, and one girl showed up 
with two dress options for Matt 
(come on, this is a family show).  
     Right off the bat, I could tell Victo-
ria and Kit are going to cause some 
drama. With Victoria calling herself 
the queen and Kit calling herself CEO 
and king, I can’t wait to see what the 
season brings for those two. Another 
girl who stood out to Matt especially 
was the sweet Abigail, who got the 
first impression rose.  
     This week, we were finally able to 
“start” the journey. But I did not ap-
preciate the  “to be continued” at 
the end of the episode. Which is defi-
nitely not needed especially on week 
two. Also the drama between Victo-
ria and Marylynn was completely 
uncalled for.  
     Victoria is already on my nerves 
and it’s only week two. We get it, 
you’re a “queen” but let’s be a little 
normal please.  
Favorites (as of now): 
 - Abigail- love the new signal be-
tween them 
 - MJ- very chill, against drama 
 - Bri- goes well with Matt (but may 
be to much alike) 
Only there for the drama 
 - Victoria 
 - Mari 
 - Kit 
    The Bachelor is on Monday nights 
at 7:00 on ABC. It’s a two hour long 
episode, and is definitely worth your 
time! 

Bachelor 
Buzz 

     Keep in touch with what is hap-
pening in the school and with our 
Blue Dragon athletics.  
SCHOOL: @GHSBlueDragons 
FOOTBALL: @BlueDragonFB 
VOLLEYBALL: @BlueDragonVB 
SOCCER: @GarretsonSoccer 
BOYS BASKETBALL: @BlueDragonBBB 
GIRLS BASKETBALL: @BlueDragonHoops 

GOLF: @ghs_golf2017 
 
     You can also 
follow the Blue 
Ink on snapchat 
at ghs_blueink. 

Blue Dragon 
Social Media 

     Still, most students agree that 
even just adjusting semester tests to 
be before Christmas break would be 
beneficial, and don’t understand 
why we have them afterwards. Prin-
cipal Chris Long explained, “We used 
to do it all the time before Christmas 
break, but when we changed our 
schedule, our community wanted to 
start school later in the fall … that 
pushed somewhere between five to 
ten days of that semester left after 
the break … So we moved it a couple 
years ago just because there were so 
many days left, and we decided to 
do those assessments after the kids 
come back from the break.”  
    “In a perfect world, it’d be nice to 
assess before, but you have to re-
member that if we start assessing, 
we usually take the week before to 
review for the assessment or help 
kids get ready. Then we’re literally 
shortening the semester by another 
week if we do that before the break, 
when we have so many days after-

wards,” continued Principal Long.  
     This is why I propose the idea of 
splitting the semester test week into 
two. If we only completed exams 
within the first week, we would have 
the much needed time to study dur-
ing the beginning of the week, which 
has previously been used for work-
ing on projects. Students could 
better prepare themselves for their 
tests and projects, and teachers 
would not have to make any drastic 
modifications to their end-of-
semester plans. “I don’t have a real 
preference as to whether they [the 
tests] are before or after. I think stu-
dents would like them before just so 
they can feel like they're going into 
Christmas break and don’t have to 
worry about anything,” said high 
school English teacher Tim Hughes. 
“I generally tell kids with my projects 
that if you have the time and do the 
work before break, you may have to 
put in a day or two at max just talk-
ing with your teammates to get 

things sorted out, so when you come 
back those two or three days you 
have you can get things finished up. 
You should never have to use your 
entire break to do something be-
cause you’ll have time before and 
time after the break to get things 
accomplished,” Mr. Hughes noted. 
He later went into detail about how 
a student that’s willing to put in their 
hard work will usually be successful 
regardless of when semester test 
week is. While I agree this is true, it 
can still cause increased stress 
among students. I believe that se-
mester test week must be altered in 
some way, whether by the methods 
I’ve stated or by some other solution 
that would improve these tests and 
projects for the students. This would 
hardly affect the teachers, but would 
change an entire week for students, 
with potentially more time to study 
and finish their projects and exams.  

Semester tests cont’d 

Mr. Heumiller challenges anatomy 
class to put knowledge into practice 

by Dustyn Winterton 
staff writer 
 
     On Monday Mr. Heumiller put 
together a multiple mysteries in his 
anatomy class. The missing objects 
and reptiles included his snake Sevy 
who was kidnapped, his cat Ivy who 
was murdered,  and answer sheets 
that were stolen. 
     Mr. Heumiller got this idea from 
tv shows that he watched and al-
ways thought it would be a fun thing 

to do. He decided Monday was the 
perfect time to do it since students 
were learning about skin and finger-
prints.  
     The way that it worked was there 
were three themes of detectives and 
a computer geek. The computer 
geek had access to “surveillance 
tapes” to help show the detectives 
who to look for. Before the detec-
tives could interrogate someone 
they had to talk to Heumiller and 
make sure they were ready. 

     After they gathered all the clues, 
they figured out that Peyton Hove 
stole Sevy am was going to try and 
sell him on the exotic animals black 
market and that Mya Long had poi-
soned ivy. They also figured out that 
Lauren Fick had stolen the papers 
but was pressured into it by Joy Fry. 
     During the game Mr. Heumiller 
said the students looked frustrated 
but after it was done they looked like 
they had fun. 

Anatomy minds 
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Sports Review 
by Lacey Lumpkin 
staff writer 
 
     Garretson is giving it their all, trying super hard 
at success! The girls basketball team suffered their 
first loss last Saturday to Tea. Wrestling held a 
tournament in Garretson last weekend. Boys bas-
ketball went into the Big East Conference tourna-
ment ranked #5. 
 
Girls Basketball 
     Garretson is 7-1! The girls just suffered their 
first loss of the season on Saturday to Tea (5-2), 
score 56-71.  
     Logan Bly, sophomore guard who had a stellar 
night beyond the arc, said, “We stayed within ten 
points with Tea until the fourth quarter when they 
started hitting some deep shots when we couldn’t 
get our shots to fall.” She continued, “Going into 
that game we knew it was going to be tough, but 
we were prepared and ready to work hard! We 
don’t get to play Tea again this year. 
     She says that the keys to success is, “Work to-
gether, and have multiple talented players on the 
bench who are ready to play!” 
     She added, “I am excited to see where the sea-
son goes and where all of the young talent takes 

us!” 
     The Lady Blue Dragons return to the hardwood 
tomorrow for the DSU Classic against Warner. 
 
Boys Basketball 
   Garretson is 1-6. The boys were ranked #5 in the 
Big East Conference tourney but finished 8th. They 
lost to Parker (#4) 53-57, Beresford (#8) 49-59, and 
Baltic (#3) 50-53. 

     They were supposed to have games yesterday 
at West Central and today at Colman-Egan but 
those games have been rescheduled due to weath-
er. The boys are back in action tomorrow traveling 
to play the Hawks in Colman, starting with the jun-
ior high boys at 12:00, followed by JV at 1:00 and 
varsity at 2:00. 
 
Wrestling 
     Garretson hosted a tournament this weekend! 
     Senior wrestler Trevon Cross said, “The tourna-
ment went good up until the championship. The 
kid I wrestled shut down all of my offense. My big-
gest strength was neutral and getting takedowns.” 
He said, “For the second half of the season I need 
to work on bottom and getting out as well as learn-
ing to stall better.” 

     He said, “The team is struggling since everyone 
is so young and we don’t have many wrestlers. The 
team’s biggest strengths is that nobody gives up. 
We had four places but it could’ve been six placing 
if some small things went differently.” 
     Cross said he has two goals, “One is to place at 
the state tournament and the second is to reach 
my 100 career wins by the end of the year.” 
     Results from the Jesse James Invitational were 
as follows: Drew Chester (106) 0-2, Jayse Miller 
(126) 1-2, Cole Schleuter (132) 0-2, Brock Bonte 
(132) 1-2, Braxten Rozeboom (132) 2-1 finishing 
second, Trevon Cross (138) 2-1 finishing second, 
Tayson Swatek (145) 1-2, Carsten Rozeboom (152) 
0-2, Adam Hulscher (160) 1-2, Jaden Richter (195) 
2-2 finishing fourth, Gabe Johnson (285) 2-2 finish-
ing fourth. 

     The team is set to be a part of a triangular 
against Marion-Freeman and Viborg-Hurley in Vi-
borg on Tuesday, January 19. 

Wrestling and basketball teams stay busy over past week 

COVID-19 Vaccine: take it or leave it? 
by Peyton Hove 
staff writer 
 
     Is this the end of the era for the 
global pandemic? As of yesterday, 
30,628,175 doses have been dis-
tributed and 11,148,991 people 
have received the vaccine. Maybe 
2021 will be the year we deserve.  
     GHS resource officer, Nic 
McGlothlen, has received the first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.  
     “The shot itself felt way worse, 
my whole arm was sore. 12-18 
hours afterwards I felt really tired 
and the next day I had fatigue and 
body aches. But out of all my 
coworkers, I am the only one who 
experienced it that way,” said 
McGlothlen.  
     Martha Stewart, President-
elect Joe Biden, and Queen Elizabeth are among the millions of people who 
have had the vaccine. 
     “There’s nothing to worry about. I am looking forward to the second shot,” 
Biden said from a hospital in Delaware on December 21.  
     South Dakota will start distributing vaccines to teachers next week, with 
the older populations being the top priority.  
     GHS students had different opinions on the vaccine and about whether 
they would receive it or not when it.  
Freshmen 
     “Yes I will receive the vaccine, because it would be dumb not to in a global 
pandemic,” stated Adair Hanisch. 
     Kylie Christensen had a different view, “No I don’t want to get the vaccine, 
I have not gotten COVID yet, and I just have a bad gut feeling about it.”  

Sophomores 
     “I had the opportunity to get one, but I didn’t 
fill my paperwork in on time. It’s not that I’m 
against it or anything, I just don’t need it com-
pared to other people. But when it is available 
for everyone, I will get it. Everyone is talking 
about how it’s bad, but how can it be bad? The 
best scientist in the world made it. It has symp-
toms, but every vaccine has symptoms,” strongly 
stated Carson Clark. 
     “I have not been exposed to it yet, and I’m a 
pretty healthy person, so I don’t think it’s re-
quired for me yet. But if it’s like a flu shot, then 
yes I’ll get it,” said Kayla Genzlinger. 
Juniors 
     The juniors don’t really have a say in whether 
or not they will get the vaccine.  
     “My parents will probably make me, but if not 
then no because I’ve already had COVID, and I 
heard the symptoms are pretty bad for it,” said 
Taysen Swatek. 

     Sarah Welch agreed with Swatek saying, “Yes, because my mom will make 
me.” 
Seniors 
     “Yes, so I can do everything normally again,” stated Alex Stephenson. 
     Both Matt Rattenborg and Jake Schroeder said, “Yes, so I don’t get COVID.” 
     “I think so, because it’s a vaccine,” said Tara Peterson.  

 
     Even with the promising vaccine now being distributed, the CDC still rec-
ommends the public to continue to practice social distancing, wear a mask, 
and wash your hands. The vaccine forces your immune system to make anti-
bodies against the disease, so your body will know what to do when you do 
contact it again. 

Quick ideas for gifts for your friends and family

President-elect Joe Biden has received both doses of the vaccine same as most of his future staff.  
Photo courtesy of a screen shot of video when President-elect Biden received his second dose of the 

vaccine in Delaware. Video published on Los Angeles ABC 7 station at https://abc7.com/politics/biden-
receives-2nd-dose-of-covid-19-vaccine/9561849/ 

Logan Bly (#1) squares up on defense against Baltic earlier in the 
season. Bly led the Blue Dragons in scoring in their most recent 
competition with 24 points. 

Jo Zahn (#23) battles on the boards against the Bulldogs and comes 
away with the rebound. Despite the strong defensive efforts, 
Garretson lost by three against their rivals. 

Braxten Rozeboom looks to the ref to see if he was able to secure 
the point to get ahead in a grueling overtime match last Saturday. 
Rozeboom came out victorious and finished the tournament in 
second place for his weight class. 


