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Because we 
Care we,  

Wear a mask 

Wash our hands 

Keep our distance 

Use our own 
materials  

Eat 
safely in 
our own 
space.  

JANUARY 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day. 

No School!

18

JANUARY  
Budget Workshop 

Scheduled begins at 
6:30 p.m. at the MCMS. 

20

JANUARY 
NWEA’S begin for 

grades 1,2,3,4

Get your rest so you 
will do your very best. 

19
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Mt. Vernon Elementary School News 
“A caring school community dedicated to excellence”

This month, our school-wide theme is problem-solving. In our 

morning announcements we’ll be reminding students to use the 

Second Step Problem-Solving Steps: 
·    S: Say the problem 

·    T: Think of solutions 

·    E: Explore consequences 

·    P: Pick the best solution 

  
As you can see, the first letter of each step spells the word ”step.” 

Remembering “step” helps students solve problems with each other in safe and respectful ways. 

  
Second Step lessons specifically teach students to use each step and reinforce the message that 

solutions need to be safe and respectful. Parents will be receiving Home Links about the steps that 

describe why solving problems is important and including fun activities to do with your child to 

help him or her learn and practice the steps. We hope the steps will be helpful for families when 

there are problems at home. 

Principals Pen 
 by Janet Delmar

http://www.maranacook.org
http://www.maranacook.org
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Please remember to do the 
RUVNA test daily.

Don’t forget to charge your 
laptop and iPads each night.  

 Please remember to bring your 
device to school with you on your 

next day of school. 
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Magnificent Math Minutes by Mrs. Hatt

Table Talk Math Newsletter:  Eggs! 
Written by John Stevens, tabletalkmath.com 

Quick! Look at the image above and tell me how many eggs you see in the crate! 
This is not only a fun prompt to try at home, it's also a great insight into how you 
group objects to count them more efficiently. Did you count the first long row, the 
second row with the individual egg on one side and the pair on the other, then move 
the third row and finish it off? Did you start with the fact that the egg crates hold 18 
eggs, then subtract out the missing ones? Did you approach it differently? More 
importantly, how did your child approach it, and did that differ from yours? 

How about this one? Was it easier to count these? More difficult? Our brains work in 
mysterious and interesting ways. For me, I'm taking the group of four, group of two, 
and group of four, then combining them all. Do you see it? 

I love bringing my kids to the counter and challenging them with these quick 
prompts, none of which take a lot of creativity and offer a lot of opportunity for 
thoughtful responses. That is, until you go and start cracking eggs: 

How many eggs do you see now? What qualifies? How did you count? 
For more, visit tabletalkmath.com
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Lunch Lady News, Janet Ladd 


