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Introduction 
On March 11, 2021, the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act was signed into law. In it, the U.S. 
Department of Education is providing an additional $121.9 billion for the Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ARP ESSER Fund). This legislation awards 
grants to state educational agencies (SEAs) for providing local educational agencies (LEAs, 
i.e., school districts) with emergency relief funds to address the impact that COVID-19 has 
had, and continues to have, on elementary and secondary schools across the nation.

South Carolina will receive $2,112,051,487 in ARP ESSER funds from the ARP Act, with 90 
percent being awarded to LEAs with amounts determined in proportion to the amount of Title 
I, Part A funds they received in summer 2020. The remaining funds to South Carolina will be 
used for state-level activities to address issues caused by COVID-19. 

This plan describes how the LEA will use funds that it is awarded under the ARP ESSER 

program. This report template complies with all reporting requirements of the ARP Act 

(Public Law 117-2), the ARP ESSER grant terms, conditions, and assurances (CFDA 

Number 84.425U), and the interim final rule established by the U.S. Department of 

Education, 86 FR 21195. 

https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/esser-funding-information/esser-iii-funding-information/esser-iii-spending-categories/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/04/22/2021-08359/american-rescue-plan-act-elementary-and-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund
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ARP ESSER Budget Overview 
Total Amount of LEA Award 

Required 20 Percent for Learning Loss 

Funds for Prevention and Mitigation Strategies 
In the text field below, describe the extent to which and how the LEA will use funds to 

implement prevention and mitigation strategies that are, to the greatest extent practicable, 

consistent with the most recent Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidance on reopening 

schools, in order to continuously and safely open and operate schools for in-person 

learning. 

(Click box to scroll) 
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ARP ESSER High Level Budget 
Note: The total amounts below must match the LEA’s ARP ESSER Budget that details 

expenditures by allowable activity. A description of the ARP ESSER allowable activities 

are online on the ARP Act ESSER Spending Categories webpage. 

ARP ESSER Allowable Activity Budgeted Amount 

Learning Loss (20% required) 

Activities authorized under the ESEA, the IDEA, the AEFLA, and 
the Perkins Act 

Coordination, preparedness, and response efforts 

Activities to address unique needs of specific students 

Improving preparedness and response efforts 

Training and professional development on sanitation 

Supplies to sanitize and clean facilities 

Planning, coordinating, and implementing school closures 

Educational technology 

Mental health services and supports 

Planning and implementing summer learning and afterschool 
programs (in addition to Learning Loss budgeted above) 
Addressing learning loss among students (in addition to Learning 
Loss budgeted above) 

School facility repairs and improvements 

Improving indoor air quality 

Developing and implementing public health protocols 

Other activities to maintain operation and continuity of services 

Total Budget 

https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/esser-funding-information/esser-iii-funding-information/esser-iii-spending-categories/
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Activities to Address Learning Loss 
ARP ESSER Learning Loss Requirements 
The LEA must use 20 percent of the funds it receives under the ARP ESSER program to 

address the academic impact of lost instructional time through the implementation of 

evidence-based interventions, such as summer learning or summer enrichment, extended 

day, comprehensive afterschool programs, or extended school year. The LEA should 

duplicate or align with the goals, strategies, and evidence-based interventions in its 

Academic Recovery Plan to minimize duplication of efforts. 

Academic Recovery Plan – English Language Arts (click box to scroll)

Academic Recovery Plan – Mathematics (click box to scroll)

Academic Recovery Plan – Social, Emotional, Behavioral and Mental 
Health (click box to scroll)

Academic Recovery Plan – Other Activities (click box to scroll)
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Activities for other ARP ESSER Funds 
The LEA must describe how it will expend its remaining ARP ESSER funds in the other 

allowable categories. Detailed categories are available on the ARP ESSER Spending Plan 

Categories webpage. 

Activities authorized under the ESEA, the IDEA, the AEFLA, and the Perkins Act 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 

Coordination, preparedness, and response efforts 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 

Activities to address unique needs of specific students 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 

https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/esser-funding-information/esser-iii-funding-information/esser-iii-spending-categories/
https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/esser-funding-information/esser-iii-funding-information/esser-iii-spending-categories/


 

  

  

  

  

Improving preparedness and response efforts 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 
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Training and professional development on sanitation Description of 
Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 

Supplies to sanitize and clean facilities 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 

Planning, coordinating, and implementing school closures 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 



 

  

  

  

  

Educational technology 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 
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Mental health services and supports 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 

Planning and implementing summer learning and afterschool programs (in addition 
to Learning Loss budgeted above) 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 

Addressing learning loss among students (in addition to Learning Loss budgeted 
above) 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 



 

  

  

  

  

School facility repairs and improvements 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 
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Improving indoor air quality 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 

Developing and implementing public health protocols 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 

Other activities to maintain operation and continuity of services 
Description of Planned Activities if applicable (click box to scroll) 
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Evaluation and Review 
The LEA must describe how it will ensure that the interventions it implements to address the 

academic impact of lost instructional time will respond to the academic, social, emotional, and 

mental health needs of all students, and particularly those students disproportionately 

impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. These include students from low-income families, 

students of color, English learners, children with disabilities, students experiencing 

homelessness, children in foster care, and migratory students. The LEA should use or align 

with its progress monitoring narrative from its Academic Recovery Plan in this section to 

avoid duplication. (click box to scroll) 
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Consultation and Public Input 
The LEA must engage in meaningful consultation with stakeholders and give the public an 

opportunity to provide input in the development of its plan. Specifically, the LEA must engage 

in meaningful consultation with students; families; school and district administrators (including 

special education administrators); and teachers, principals, school leaders, other educators, 

school staff, and their unions. Additionally, the LEA must engage in meaningful consultation 

with each of the following, to the extent that they are present in or served by the LEA: Tribes, 

civil rights organizations (including disability rights organizations), and stakeholders 

representing the interests of children with disabilities, English learners, children experiencing 

homelessness, children in foster care, migratory students, children who are incarcerated, and 

other underserved students. 

Description of how public input was obtained (click box to scroll) 

Required Stakeholder Date(s) of Input 

District administrators  

Board Members

District Website
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ASSURANCES 
As a requirement for ARP ESSER funds, the LEA must agree to all of the following terms, 

conditions, and assurances included, but not limited to the following. All assurances and 

terms and conditions are included in the LEA’s Subgrant Award Notification and 

accompanying attachments. 

1. This LEA will use American Rescue Plan Elementary and Secondary School Emergency

Relief Fund (ARP ESSER) funds for activities allowable under section 2001(e) of the ARP.

2. This LEA will comply with the maintenance of equity provision in section 2004(c) of the

ARP.

3. This LEA will reserve not less than 20 percent of its total ARP ESSER allocation to

address learning loss through the implementation of evidence-based interventions, such

as

a. summer learning or summer enrichment,

b. extended day,

c. comprehensive afterschool programs,

d. extended school year programs, or

e. other evidence-based interventions,

and ensure that such interventions respond to students’ academic, social, and emotional 

needs and address the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on student subgroups (each 

major racial and ethnic group, children from low-income families, children with disabilities, 

English learners, gender, migrant students, students experiencing homelessness, and 

children and youth in foster care). 

4. This LEA will either:

a. within 30 days of receipt of ARP ESSER funds, develop and make publicly

available on the LEA’s website a plan for the safe return of in-person instruction

and continuity of services as required in section 2001(i)(1) of the ARP, or

b. develop and make publicly available on the LEA’s website such a plan that meets

statutory requirements before the enactment of the ARP. This LEA will, as required

in section 2001(i)(2) of the ARP, before making the plan publicly available, have

sought public comment on the plan and took such comments into account in the

development of the plan.
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5. This LEA will comply with all reporting requirements at such time and in such manner and

containing such information as the U.S. Secretary of Education may reasonably require,

including on matters such as:

a. how the LEA is developing strategies and implementing public health protocols

including, to the greatest extent practicable, policies and plans in line with the CDC

guidance related to addressing COVID-19 in schools;

b. overall plans and policies related to the LEA’s support for return to in-person

instruction and maximizing in-person instruction time, including how funds will

support a return to and maximize in-person instruction time, and advance equity

and inclusivity in participation in in-person instruction;

c. data on each LEA’s mode of instruction (remote, hybrid, in-person) and conditions;

d. LEA uses of funds to meet students’ social, emotional, and academic needs,

including through summer enrichment programming and other evidence-based

interventions, and how they advance equity for underserved students;

e. LEA uses of funds to sustain and support access to early childhood education

programs;

f. impacts and outcomes (disaggregated by student subgroup) through use of ARP

ESSER funding (e.g., quantitative and qualitative results of ARP ESSER funding,

including on personnel, student learning, and budgeting at the school and district

level);

g. student data (disaggregated by student subgroup) related to how the COVID-19

pandemic has affected instruction and learning;

h. requirements under the Federal Financial Accountability Transparency Act

(FFATA); and

i. additional reporting requirements as may be necessary to ensure accountability

and transparency of ARP ESSER funds.
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	DistrictName: The School District of Newberry County
	Email: sdowd@sdnc.org
	Website: newberry.k12.sc.us
	Phone: 803-321-2600
	Address: 3419 Main Street  PO Box 718
	City: Newberry
	State: SC
	Zip: 29108
	Total Amount of LEA Award: 15279004
	Required 20 Percent: 3055800.80
	Prevention and Mitigation Strategies: In order to help prevent the continued spread of COVID-19 in our schools, we have the following practices in place:- Required masks on school buses – resulting in the need to purchase additional masks.- Maintenance of plexiglass – we do not plan to purchase additional plexiglass, but the cleaning of the existing plexiglass and surfaces it is attached will continue on a daily basis.  This results in the use of additional cleaning supplies, alcohol wipes, etc.  - Cleaning and Disinfecting – The District will continue the use of contracted services for additional deep cleaning of all district facilities. - Technology – the continued expansion of the available technologies available to students and staff allow the flexibility to quarantine classes and have those classes continue in a remote environment.- Training – On-line training for all employees through an on-line platform.  Included in this training is the latest COVID-19 protocols that all staff must follow.- Improving Indoor Air Quality– Replacement of HVAC units and roofs where needed for improving air quality in school facilities. - School Facility Improvements– Upgrades to Fire Alarm Panels, intercom systems, painting, and lighting are proposed  to reduce risk due to exposures to environmental health hazards and to support student health needs. 
	Learning Loss: 3055800.80
	Response Efforts: 
	Unique Needs: 
	Improving Preparedness: 
	Sanitation Training: 8000
	Sanitation Supplies: 50000
	School Closures: 
	Educational Technology: 2078202
	Mental Health: 27186
	Summer and Afterschool Programs: 578286
	Learning Loss Among Students: 696934
	School Repairs and Improvements: 900000
	Improving Indoor Air Quality: 4835000
	Public Health Protocols: 
	Other Activities: 2526583.2
	Total Budget: 15279004
	Academic Recovery Plan - ELA: The district will provide a full-day summer program to all students who are being retained as well as all students who are two or more levels below grade level.• Identified teachers and interventionists will be trained to properly implement the strategies and structure of the RISE (Reading Inspires Students to Excel) and RISE Up program.• Students in Grades 1-8 will be placed in groups and scheduled for literacy intervention services through the RISE and RISE Up programs.• Students in grades 1-9 will use their iReady personal learning path to receive remediation in areas of weakness.• First graders most in need of reading intervention will receive Reading Recovery services.• Students in grades 2-5 will receive small group reading intervention (using LLI).• All elementary schools will use a balanced literacy program for ELA instruction.• Students in grades 6-8 will use the IXL program to receive ELA remediation in areas of weakness.• Students in grades 6-8 most in need of reading intervention will receive individual and small group instruction using Read 180.• Students in grades 6-8 most in need of reading intervention will have push-in reading support from a literacy specialist during the ELA block.
	Academic Recovery Plan - Math: • The district will provide a full-day summer program to all students who are being retained as well as all students who are two or more levels below grade level.• Students in grades 1-9 will use their iReady personal learning path to receive remediation in areas of weakness.• Students in grades 2-5 who are most in need of math intervention will receive small group services from math interventionists (program uses Building Fact Fluency kit and Math in Practice book).• Students in grades K-5 will use their Dreambox personal learning path to receive remediation in areas of weakness, with an emphasis on conceptual understanding.• Students in grades 6-8 will use the IXL program to receive math remediation in areas of weakness.
	Academic Recovery Plan - Mental Health: All students will be screened using the Panorama SEL screener three times per year. Information will be used by teachers, guidance counselors, mental health counselors, and administrators to evaluate school climate, address individual student mental health concerns, and asses student strengths and weaknesses.
	Academic Recovery Plan - Other Activities: ● The district will sustain its focus on planning and implementing district-wide professional learning that centers on the best and most effective intervention practices for all students in a strategic attempt to improve core instruction.● The District will hire a part-time MTSS coordinator to oversee and coordinate the strategies listed above.
	Authorized Activities: 523012
	Coordination, Preparedness, and Response Efforts: 
	Activities to address unique needs of specific students: 
	Improving preparedness and response efforts: 
	Training and professional development on sanitation: Vector Solutions provides on-line training for all employees through an on-line platform.  Included in this training is the latest COVID-19 protocols that all staff must follow.  The platform records completion of trainings, including the date and time of completion.
	Supplies to sanitize and clean facilities: Continued use of contracted service for deep cleaning of all district facilities including summer and after school programs as well as the purchase of cleaning and sanitizing supplies as needed.
	Planning, coordinating , and implementing school closures: 
	Education technology: The District will continue the cycle of laptop and devise replacement with the purchase of additional devices,  protective cases and carts for all staff and students to receive instruction and complete assignments at home or areas outside of the classroom setting. Plans are to purchase 1400 student laptops and 750 Ipads and cases.
	Mental health services and support: The School District of Newberry County provides a free Employee Assistance Program for all employees and their families.  Employees may use this services 24 hours a day/ 7 days a week.  Counseling services are available either in person or remotely.  Also available is financial planning, will writing, and other areas of personal care.
	Summer learning and afterschool programs: A robust summer school will continue to be provided for students in grades K-8. All students who are two or more grade levels below (based on iReady scores) and/or in danger of being retained will be invited. Classes will have low pupil-teacher ratios. Reading Recovery, reading coaches, and the RISE reading intervention program (Jan Richardson) will be used. Students will also receive instruction in math and have daily related arts classes (PE, art, music, guidance/SEL). The program will run from 7:45-2:45 for 4 weeks, and breakfast, lunch, and transportation will be provided.Students in Grades 3-5 who identified by iReady as two or more grade levels below in reading and/or math will be invited to attend an after school program. The programs will be housed at each elementary school. Programs will begin in January and end in late April/early May. Healthy snacks and transportation will be provided.An EOC After-School Academy will be held during the months of November and December in all of our high schools for students to receive additional help in these courses.
	Addressing Learning Loss Among Students: The following is a list of instructional software that the District will utilize to address the specific and diverse needs of all students:Reading Eggs/Edmentum :   Reading Eggs will provide academic enrichment in the areas of reading for students in grades PK-2. The program will focus on phonics, rhyming words, word families, sentence structure and parts of speech. Math Seeds:  Math Seeds will provide academic enrichment in the areas of math for students in grades PK-2. The program will focus on fundamental number skills including number recognition, number words and counting.Read 180 : Read 180 will be used to provide individualized instruction to meet the needs of struggling readers in grades 6-8.ESGI:  ESGI will personalize learning instruction with real time student data, which will increase progress monitoring.Kami:  Kami will allow teachers and students to take any existing document, including scanned PDFs, and write, draw, type, annotate, comment, augment, enhanceMystery Science:  Mystery Science will provide remediation by allowing teachers to incorporate online science lessons, which also includes science videos.I-Ready:  The district's diagnostic screener used for students in grades K-9.  It will create a personalized pathway for students. The District will purchase instructional materials and supplies for students as needed.
	School facility repairs and improvements: he following activities are proposed  to reduce risk due to exposures to environmental health hazards and to support student health needs.1.  Building Fire alarms warn or inform building occupants of abnormal or harmful conditions, summon assistance from appropriate entities and or Emergency Management, control auxiliary building fire safety devices and other systems to enhance life safety (related to elevators, air handling units, egress door locks, fire doors, fire dampers, etc.) provide intelligence to responding firefighters regarding the occupants, the fire location, smoke movement, and the status of the installed fire protection systems and devices. Environmental health hazards such as smoke is made up of a complex mixture of gases and fine particles produced when combustible materials burn. The biggest health threat from smoke is from fine particles. These microscopic particles can penetrate deep into your lungs. They can cause a range of health problems from burning eyes and a runny nose to aggravated chronic heart and lung diseases. Exposure to particle pollution is even linked to premature death. The District plans to replce 4008 and 4010 Fire Alarm Control Panel replacement at Gallman Elementary School, Newberry Elementary School, Pomaria- Garmany Elementary School, Prosperity Rikard Elementary School, Reuben Elementary School, and Newberry Middle School. These existing control panels are at "End of Life" and are unrepairable at this time. The Newberry County Career Center’s Fire Alarm system was upgraded in 2014 to meet the requirements at that time.  This upgrade included new control panels, horns and strobes, pull stations and smoke detectors, remote annunciator at the main entrance of the building and voice notification.  2.  Install intercom 2-way communication system for the Newberry County Career Center.  The proposed intercom would provide an additional warning system to notify students and staff of a hazardous event taking place in or outside of the building. Environmental health hazards may include one or more of the following: fire, severe weather, hazardous chemical spills (inside or outside), intruder and/or bomb threat.  In addition to the voice intercom, this system would also feature the ability to send visual alarm status in areas such as Automotive, Machine Tool, Agriculture, Welding, Auto Collision Repair and Fire Fighting. These areas as identified are areas of instruction where the normal level of background noise could delay or prevent occupants from hearing a voice warning.  3.  Painting improvements using anti-microbial paint at the following locations: Mid-Carolina HS- 80+ classrooms, corridors, gym, locker rooms,  media center and cafeteria, Newberry Middle School- 60+ classrooms, corridors, gym, locker rooms, media center and cafeteria,  Mid-Carolina MS- 70+ classrooms, corridors, gyms, locker rooms media center and cafeteria, Whitmire Community School-  RC Lake Gym locker rooms, gym, laundry room  and offices4.  Lighting control replacement in buildings where lighting control panels to include these locations: Pomaria-Garmany Elem., Whitmire Community School, and Little Mountain Elem. Whether in instructional or office settings, proper lighting makes all work tasks easier. People receive 85 percent of their information through their sense of sight. Appropriate lighting can reduce eye fatigue and headaches.  It can prevent workplace incidents by increasing the visibility of safety hazards. Good quality lighting also reduces the chance of incidents and injuries from "momentary blindness" (momentary low field vision due to eyes adjusting from brighter to darker, or vice-versa, surroundings) due to lighting control panel failures. 
	Improving indoor air quality: The following activities are proposed for improving air quality in school facilities.1.  Newberry High School - Roof replacement as a preventative measure to mitigate water infiltration that will negatively impact the building's air quality.2.  Mid-Carolina Middle School - 7th grade wing - Roof replacement as a preventative measure to mitigate water infiltration that will negatively impact the building's air quality.3.  HVAC Unit Replacements (Newberry Middle School, Mid-Carolina Middle School, Gallman Elementary School, and Prosperity Rikard Elementary School)4.  HVAC control improvements (Districtwide) - This will provide the ability to better control humidity in the buildings while conserving energy.The School District of Newberry County uses a global control system to control and monitor its HVAC systems throughout the district. Many of our school-based systems lack the ability to control humidity by monitoring the humidity levels in a space. The District also has areas that are controlled as zones which does not provide individual classroom conditions such as temperature and humidity levels.  The requested improvements may not include every District building, but any improvements to the control system will impact all buildings. The scope of improvement would be to add dehumidification in areas of the district with humidity issues, upgrade classroom sensors for temperature and humidity, and provide standalone controls for units that are currently controlled as a zone.
	Developting and implementing public health protocols: Services needed such as stage rentals in order to assist each high school to move graduations from inside the school gymnasiums where they had been being held prior to Covid,  to outside in order to be able to social distance.
	Other activities to maintain operation and continuity of services: Services needed such as stage rentals in order to assist each high school to move graduations from inside the school gymnasiums(where they had been being held prior to Covid), to an outside venue in order to be able to social distance.Continue to fund an additional nurse so that all locations are staffed with a health care professional.   Liability insurance for school nurses, additional nurse supplies necessary for the care of students. In an effort to combat staffing shortages, funds in this category will be used to provide a $1,000 appreciation/retention stipend for current full time and permanent part-time District Employees and an additional $500 retention stipend once we have a signed contract or intent to return to the District for the 23-24 school year to encourage staff to continue employment with the District.  The district will apply an unrestricted indirect cost rate of 10% to this program to assist with the activities of maintaining budgets and reporting.  
	Evaluation and Review: Strategies and goals will be monitored at least quarterly by school- and district-level data teams. Strategies were developed to address learning lag in each tier of learning loss as identified by a variety of sources of data including, but not limited to, i-Ready, Fountas & Pinnell, grades, running records, state assessment data, and formative classroom assessments that include district-wide unit assessments. The school-level data teams will monitor student progress to allow for flexible support to students as they make progress toward learning goals.
	Consultation and public input: For the current spending plan amendment, The School District of Newberry County consulted with District administrators, District School Board Members and posted the amended plan to the District Website.
	Date of Families Input: 11/14/2022
	Date of Students Input: 11/07/2022
	Date of Administrators Input: 11/16/2022
	Date of Teachers Input: 
	Date of School Leaders Input: 
	Date of Other Educators, School Staff Input: 
	Date of Professional Organizations Input: 
	Date of Other Stakeholders Input: 
	Activities Authorized under ESEA, IDEA, AEFLA, and the Perkins Act: Contracted services provided to students identified as needing specialized instructional services: areas include, visual, speech, occupational and psychological services.  Occupational therapy services will be provided to groups and individual services who have fine motor deficits that hinder their ability to success the general curriculum. Visual and hearing services will be provided to students identified as hearing and or visually impaired. Speech Services will be provided to students identified with communication deficits that hinder their ability to access the general curriculum. Psychological services will be provided in order to meet the needs of students that may be eligible for special education services. The District also plans to purchase TEACHTOWN, an Educational curriculum used to improve the academic, behavioral, and adaptive functioning of students with disabilities


