
HIGH SCHOOL HONORS SUMMER READING PROGRAM

Students enrolled in Honors level English courses should read the following novels critically over

the summer in preparation for the English Honors class they are about to take.

Students are responsible for reading one required text in addition to a novel of their choosing.

Students enrolled

for Fall 2022…

Should Read:

English 1 Honors Animal Farm, George Orwell (140 pages) AND novel of your choice

English 2 Honors Night, Elie Wiesel (146 pages) AND            novel of your choice

English 3 Honors The Pearl, John Steinbeck (130 pages) AND            novel of your choice

English 4 Honors Refugee, Alan Gratz (493 pages) AND             novel of your choice

Purpose:

● Honors English students are expected to read widely and deeply as well as to communicate

effectively in academic writing. Summer reading allows for the opportunity to read more literature

in preparation for the next grade level.

● Writing assignments based on summer reading requirements align to curricular objectives to which

students have already been introduced. This provides the teacher with a formative assessment tool

for identifying present levels for reading and writing, strengths, and areas for potential growth.

● Summer reading requirements are designed to introduce students to the task of handling

independent work which requires students to be motivated and to develop the time management

skills necessary to handle extended academic deadlines.

Required Text:

As students read each book, they are expected to annotate the text. Annotating texts is an

expectation of college and career ready students. Students are encouraged to make notes/

highlights in their copy of the required text. Refer to the guide on how to annotate a text found:

https://www.litcharts.com/how-to-guides/how-to-annotate-texts

Upon returning to school, students should be prepared to discuss the required and choice texts.

Students’ comprehension of the required reading will be assessed through the composition of a

text-dependent analysis essay. The essay will focus on the students’ ability to “Determine a

theme of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text including how it emerges and

is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text”.

Students may refer to their annotated notes while completing the essay in class.

(more directions on the back side)

https://www.litcharts.com/how-to-guides/how-to-annotate-texts


Student Choice Text:

All students should also complete one activity from the choice board below to demonstrate their

summer reading.

Dialectical Journal

Create a two-column journal with at least

20 quotes in the left column and

reactions, reflections, connections in the

right column.

Infographic

Create an infographic using

canva.com, Piktochart, or

Venngage to show a summary

and analysis of important

themes in the novel.

Scrapbook

Create a minimum of 5 scrapbook

pages to summarize and analyze the

themes of the novel. Be sure to

include words, pictures, and quotes

on EACH page.

Mini-Book

Construct a mini-book that could act as a

reference source for your novel. Include

all the parts of a book: cover, title page,

table of contents, glossary, index. Your

mini-book might state facts, opinions,

themes, etc.

Alternate Ending

Write an alternate ending, then

explain what you changed from

the original and why. Include

evidence to support your

reasoning throughout the novel.

Chronological Movie

Create a digital movie that follows

the plot of your novel

chronologically and summarizes

each chapter of the book. Suggested

resources include Animoto,

WeVideo, iMovie, or MovieMaker.

Character Journals

Write at least 10 journals with at least 2

paragraphs each from a main character’s

point of view. Write as if the character

was keeping a journal through different

parts of the story. Use textual evidence

and inference skills to write as the

character.

Book Trailer

Create a book trailer for your

novel. Be sure to choose

characters to act who can

accurately portray the novel’s

characters and the traits they

show.

3D Symbolic Object &

Explanation

Create a 3D object that symbolizes

one of your novel’s major themes.

Write a one-page explanation that

explains the object and how it

connects to the novel.

It is our hope that the discussion of pleasurable reads and related articles will continue to promote

lifelong reading habits and allow students to learn from one another. Some of these texts deal with

sensitive, mature topics. Parents should help students pick an appropriate title for summer reading.


