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PUTNAM COUNTY SCHOOLS
RECOVERY GUIDE
Based on the revised guidance and directives from Governor Jim Justice and the West
Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE), Putnam County Schools (PCS) students in grades K8 will return to 5-Day In-Person Learning (Pre-K will return Monday-Thursday/4 days)
starting Tuesday, January 19, 2021.
PCS high school students in grades 9-12 will follow the West Virginia Department of Health and Human
Resources’ (WV DHHR) daily County Map shared on its website. PCS high school students will return to inperson learning if Putnam County is not red on the map.
For example, if Putnam County becomes red on the daily (WV DHHR) County Map, students will enter
remote learning for a two-day minimum. The return from remote learning will be determined using the
daily (WV DHHR) County Map.

INSTRUCTIONAL DELIVERY MODELS
PCS will continue to offer all families a choice when it comes to their child’s instructional delivery model. These include the
5-Day/In-Person Model or Putnam Virtual (PCS Distance Learning/WVVS).
PCS families recently had the opportunity to change their child’s instructional delivery model during the week of January 4-8,
2021. Students will begin their updated model beginning the first day of the second semester on January 26, 2021.
Families who wish to update their child’s current instructional delivery model during the second semester will have the
opportunity to request a change on March 15-19, 2021 for the fourth nine weeks. Students will begin their updated instructional
delivery model on April 5, 2021.

ATTENDANCE PLAN FOR 5-DAY MODEL
The PCS attendance plan for students registered for the 5-Day/In-Person Learning Model has not changed from our initial
Comprehensive Guide to Re-Entry. Details regarding the attendance plan can be found as a reminder on the next page.
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PCS RECOVERY GUIDE
PCS ASSURANCE
During the return to in-person learning, PCS will continue monitoring health conditions in our community. Our conversations with the Putnam County Health Department (PCHD) and
the WVDE are ongoing. It continues to be critical that we all follow best health practices as outlined by our health officials so our students can return to in-person learning. This
includes wearing face coverings/masks, social distancing, and frequent handwashing.
PCS will implement mitigation enhancements at each school building as well as offer all employees weekly rapid COVID-19 testing.
Additional services PCS will provide to support students and families during the pandemic include a Technology Support Hotline, Emotional Support Hotline, and tutoring
opportunities.
TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT HOTLINE:
PCS students and families have the opportunity for school day and evening technology support. The Technology Support Hotline has expanded hours to address questions that arise
regarding the use of devices and for assistance with Schoology. This service is available during the school day, Monday-Friday, from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm and Monday-Thursday evenings
from 4:30 pm to 8:00 pm by calling 304-586-4946.
EMOTIONAL SUPPORT HOTLINE:
The PCS Emotional Support Hotline provides resource referrals for students and families experiencing emotional distress. Student support staff are available to talk, offer resources,
and provide referrals to other local agencies if needed. PCS students and families can reach the PCS Emotional Support Hotline at 304-586-4947, Monday through Friday, from 10:00
am to 6:00 pm.
TUTORING OPPORTUNITIES:
After school tutoring is offered to PCS middle and high school students every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday after school. Additional tutoring services are offered during school
hours. Individual school scheduling times may vary. Families can find school-specific tutoring schedules on their child’s Schoology page or by reaching out to the school.
School counselors will continue to work to connect with students and families in numerous ways, including but not limited to:
Joining teacher TEAMS meetings for virtual learning activities, games, and parties.
Joining weekly meetings with the WVVS students so they can connect with peers and receive counseling supports.
Conduct home visits in conjunction with social workers/PRO Officers.
Monitor "Need to Talk" form links that let counselors know when students need individual help or counseling.
Connect with parents to share resources and help them navigate TEAMS, Schoology, and grade checking.
Host virtual FAFSA workshops, career planning, PEP planning, and activities.
PCS values collaboration among staff, families, and community partners. We continue to remain grateful for your support and dedication to excellence in education for the students of
Putnam County.
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PUTNAM COUNTY SCHOOLS
HEALTH & SAFETY
PCS knows students learn best in person. Please know that the health, safety, and well-being of
our school community remains our top priority. PCS will continue to implement a variety of
health and safety measures designed to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and other illnesses
including:
Consistent and correct use of masks
Hand hygiene and coughing/sneezing etiquette
Social distancing to the largest extent
Eliminate large gatherings outside of classroom/core groups
Cleaning and disinfection
Contact tracing in collaboration with the PCHD.
Health and safety have been the top priority as PCS plans for the return to school. We care deeply about our students, staff, and
families. PCS will continue to follow the Health and Wellness recommendations in our initial Comprehensive Guide to Re-Entry
established and approved by the Putnam County Board of Education on August 3, 2020. Recommendations incorporate daily
health assessments for students and staff, limiting non-essential visitors, wearing face coverings or masks, social distancing, and
hand hygiene.
PCS will require all staff and students (K-12) to wear face coverings or masks in school and while on the bus with the exception of
mealtime/food services or when not appropriate due to developmental, medical, or the behavioral status of the student (medical
exemptions are required). Students in Pre-K are strongly encouraged to wear masks. If requested, PCS will provide face coverings for
students or staff.
PCS has implemented regular facility inspections to monitor and evaluate building cleanliness and that proper safety protocols are in
place. Additionally, improvements have been made to increase the efficiency of school HVAC systems and indoor air quality.
All schools will continue to implement mitigation measures and extra safety protocols. You can find a detailed outline on the PCS Safe to
Stay Open School Infographic on the next page.
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PUTNAM COUNTY SCHOOLS
ADDITIONAL SAFETY MEASURES
WEEKLY EMPLOYEE TESTING:
Putnam County Schools has recently partnered with Fruth Pharmacy to offer all employees
weekly COVID-19 testing. Weekly rapid salvia tests (97% accuracy) are offered to all
employees at their worksites. Test results typically arrive in 48-72 hours.

EMPLOYEE VACCINE DISTRIBUTION:
Additionally, as PCS school staff prepare for the return of in-person learning, employees
have started to receive their COVID-19 vaccinations. The first round of the vaccine was
distributed to employees on January 8, 2021. Approximately 348 employees received the
vaccination. The next round of vaccinations is scheduled for the week of January 11-15, 2021.
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PUTNAM COUNTY SCHOOLS
TRANSPORTATION
PCS Transportation Department employees will continue to implement safety measures
indicated within PCS’s initial Comprehensive Guide to Re-Entry.
Bus operators are required to wear face coverings or masks.
Bus operators will clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces before and after all
routes.
Bus operators will keep doors and windows open during cleaning and between trips/routes
to allow for airing out of the bus.
During the route, bus operators will lower the windows approximately one inch or more
(weather permitting) to allow for proper ventilation.
Bus drivers and aides will clean, sanitize and disinfect equipment, including items such as
car seats, wheelchairs, walkers, adaptive equipment, and all other high touch point areas.
Hand sanitizing stations will be provided on each bus for use by drivers and students.
Students will be limited to two to a seat or three if all are from the same family.
Face coverings are required for students K-12 while in transport and will be made available
to those who do not have a face covering.
Students will be seated from the back to the front as they enter the bus. Students will exit
from the front to back.
A student identified with COVID-19 symptoms will not be transported home by the school
bus at the end of the day. They will be required to be picked up by a parent or guardian.
Students will not be permitted to ride the bus home with other students at the end of the
day. Students must follow their regular route and bus assignments home.
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PUTNAM COUNTY SCHOOLS
COVID-19 CASE CONFIRMATIONS & TRACKING
PCS will continue to notify school communities of a confirmed positive COVID-19
case in its schools. The school will first inform school staff and families. The Putnam
County Health Department (PCHD) will complete thorough contact tracing and
alert those individuals who may have been in close contact with a student or staff
member diagnosed with COVID-19. Case tracking will also be updated on the PCS
website weekly to increase transparency with our community.

COVID-19 SIGNS & SYMPTOMS
It remains vital to be familiar with the signs and symptoms of COVID-19. These
include fever or chills, new-onset cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing,
fatigue, muscle or body aches, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or
runny nose, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain, and new onset of severe
headache especially with fever. If your child exhibits any of the listed symptoms, he
or she should not come to school, and you should contact your health care
provider or the PCHD.

9

PUTNAM COUNTY SCHOOLS
FOOD SERVICES
The nutritional needs of students will be met in an environment that promotes social
distancing and personal hygiene practices with the use of specific staff safety protocols
and PPE: face masks, gloves, face shields, uniforms, aprons, hair restraints, and physical
barriers of plexiglass in food preparation and eating areas. Food distribution will be
implemented in ways to minimize person-to-person contact. The WVDE/local health
officials will be the primary resources for guidance on food service safety operations.

REMOTE/VIRTUAL LEARNING FEEDING PLAN
Free school meals will continue to be provided for all PCS students including those in-person, virtual, or
during remote learning. Daily pick-up times for meals are from 11:00 am-12:30 pm at each school. Families
will pick-up meals at their students’ home school location, curbside, while remaining in the vehicle. If
transportation is a problem, families may contact their home school to request meal delivery assistance.
This meal service is free of charge and available for all students regardless of enrollment in the meal benefit
program. Therefore, we encourage all families to take advantage of this opportunity.
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PUTNAM COUNTY SCHOOLS
MISSION
Throughout the return to in-person learning, PCS will continue monitoring health
conditions in our community. Our conversations with the PCHD and the WVDE
are ongoing. It continues to be critical that we all follow best health practices as
outlined by our health officials so our students can return to in-person learning.
This includes wearing face coverings/masks, social distancing, and frequent
handwashing. We value the collaboration among staff, families, and community
partners. We continue to remain grateful for your support and dedication to
excellence in education for the students of Putnam County.

