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SHERMAN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

December 14, 2020 

 

The Board of Directors of Sherman County School District met in an open Hybrid/Virtual Meeting 
format on December 14, 2020.  The following were present and met in the Sherman County 
School Cafeteria: Chair, Kristie Coelsch; Vice Chair, Jesse Stutzman; Directors: Paul Bish, Jeremy 
Lanthorn and Scott Susi; Superintendent, Wes Owens; Principal, Brittany Waggoner; Board 
Secretary, Jen Berry; Staff Member, Gerald Casper. All others attended virtually; Staff: Tyler 
Dearborn, Gary Lewis, Kari Peters, Samantha Peterson; Visitors: Larry Hoctor, Chuck Moore, and 
Dale Schuh. 

 
SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN 

 
Motion by Vice Chair Stutzman with second from Director Bish to approve the agenda for this 
December 14, 2020 meeting as presented.  Vote: 5 in Favor (Bish, Coelsch, Lanthorn, Stutzman, 
Susi)  Action: The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Director Lanthorn with second from Vice Chair Stutzman to adopt the consent agenda 
as presented.  Vote: 5 in Favor (Bish, Coelsch, Lanthorn, Stutzman, Susi)  Action: The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Director Bish with second from Director Susi to accept the policies as presented in the 
agenda.  Vote: 5 in Favor (Bish, Coelsch, Lanthorn, Stutzman, Susi) Action:  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

 
Superintendent Owens thanked everyone for joining the Sherman County School District hybrid 
virtual board meeting.  

 
CALL TO ORDER 

Board Chair, Kristie Coelsch opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American 
Flag at 6:01 p.m. and thanked everyone for coming.  
 

Approve Board Meeting Agenda  
Board Members were given an opportunity to make changes to the agenda for this December 14, 
2020 meeting. Superintendent Owens amended 4.2.1 to read Final Hire rather than Preliminary 
Hire of Samantha Peterson and added 6.3.1 School Calendar Scenario.   
 
Motion by Vice Chair Stutzman with second from Director Bish to approve the agenda for this 
December 14, 2020 meeting as presented.  Vote: 5 in Favor (Bish, Coelsch, Lanthorn, Stutzman, 
Susi)  Action: The motion carried unanimously. 
 

COMMENTS FROM VISITORS 
No comments from visitors. 

 

Unofficial Minutes 

3.1.2 
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PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITIONS 
Recognition of Students, Staff, and Community Members 

We are extremely fortunate to have gracious staff and community members who support our 
school and students.  While it is possible that we may periodically miss an opportunity to thank 
someone, we sincerely appreciate the commitment of all of our supporters.  We would like to 
recognize the following people for their devotion to our schools, students, staff and community.   

 Connie Powell for her generous donation of winter coats to our students. 
 Nels Swenson and FFA for their participation in the virtual Ag Sales contest. 
 Nels Swenson and the sophomore class for organizing the tree sale and Bill Martin, Doug 

Martin, Ryan and Miranda Owens, Jim and Shawn Payne, Nate and Samantha Smith, Seth 
von Borstel and the many sophomore students for volunteering to work at the sale.  

 Doug Martin for picking up the trees for the tree sale. 
 Grass Valley Country Market, Moro Husky Market, and the Wasco Farm Store for selling 

the remaining trees.   
 Cindie King, Deidra von Borstel, K-6 Student Council and 7-12 Leadership students for 

coordinating festive dress-up days and a door decorating contest. 
 Gary Shelton for his continued support of Sherman County students.  
 Janelle Sandoz with the North Central Public Health Department for holding a Flu Shot 

Clinic for the staff. 
 Gerald Casper for hosting the National Induction Ceremony. Congratulations to Aurora 

Baker, Emma Robbins and Lilian Woods. 
 Nalesha Gonzalez and Pepsi for the donation of water bottles to all K-6 students.  
 Tania Farrens and OEA-Retired Literacy Project for their generous donation of 40 books 

for the students in grades K-3.  
 

We truly appreciate the amazing support we receive from so many thoughtful people.  Thank you 
to everyone in our great community and school district for your continued support! When you 
have time please visit our Sherman County School District Web Page for the monthly appreciation 
comments. 

Recognition of Mid-Columbia Bus Company Employee - Dale Schuh 
Superintendent Owens and the Board of Directors expressed their appreciation for Mid-Columbia 
Bus Driver, Dale Schuh for his continued transportation service to Sherman County students. He 
has been transporting students to and from school and school activities for 16 years. A plaque 
was presented to Mr. Schuh before the afternoon bus route by 4th grade students that ride his 
bus. Mr. Schuh thanked everyone in the community for the recognition. 
 

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA 
Business 

 Approved Minutes from the Regular Board Meeting, November 9, 2020 as presented. 
 Approved Bill Listing, Financial Statement as presented. 

 
Personnel 

 Approved final hire of Samantha Peterson, K-12 School Counselor. 
 Accepted resignation of Jennifer Bomberger, K-12 School Counselor. 
 Accepted resignation of Amber Riley, Temporary Title I Teacher.  
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Motion by Director Lanthorn with second from Vice Chair Stutzman to adopt the consent agenda 
as presented.  Vote: 5 in Favor (Bish, Coelsch, Lanthorn, Stutzman, Susi)  Action: The motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

Superintendent Report  
Superintendent Owens thanked Chuck Moore, Dale Schuh, and Samantha Peterson for joining the 
meeting. Mr. Moore also thanked Dale Schuh for his service.  
 
Superintendent Owens reviewed the district enrollment and recent staff training. Principal 
Waggoner further explained the mental health first aid training for the staff. He thanked Mid-
Columbia Bus Company for communications during inclement weather. He discussed CDL Friday’s 
staff option to work remotely, temporary meal delivery change, continued meetings with North 
Central Public Health, and state and regional Superintendent meetings. An update was given on 
the north playing field fence and digital signage for the school.   
 

Sherman County School K-12 Administrator Report  
Principal Waggoner highlighted holiday festivities, communication with students about protocols, 
CDL Acellus update, and staff mental health training.  
  

Athletic Director Report 
Athletic Director Lewis gave an update on the revised OSAA calendar. He discussed some 
challenges that they foresee once athletic seasons begin such as spectator limitations, support 
personnel, locker room usage, transportation, facility use, game schedule flexibility, officials 
availability, middle school sports, and OSAA contest regulations. He expressed his appreciation to 
Craig Wood, Dean Dark, Garak Casper, and Gerald Casper for updating the wiring for the new 
camera system that will provide live streaming of games.   
 
Chair Coelsch asked what the repercussions would be if the district was to pull out of OSAA and 
coordinate club sports. Superintendent Owens was unsure of what the ramifications would be 
and would try to get more information. AD Lewis discussed creative ideas other districts are 
considering and advised that club sports must follow the same standards under the new metric. 
OSAA has liability protections that may not be available with club sports.  
 
Chair Coelsch expressed the importance of resuming physical activity in the school. AD Lewis 
acknowledged this and reminded everyone that the afterschool conditioning program will 
resume January 4.  
 
Vice Chair Stutzman asked if there is a tiered system on the guidelines depending on the current 
assessed risk level. Superintendent Owens explained that OSAA rules are set for the entire state 
to ensure equity for all students.  
 
Director Lanthorn asked about scrimmages with other schools but due to guidelines these 
activities are not an option at this time. He also confirmed with Mr. Lewis that culminating events 
have not yet been defined.  
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Student Investment Account Staff Survey Results - Revised Funding Amount 

Superintendent Owens explained that the district received revised funding in the amount of 
$92,678 from the Student Investment Account which is less than what was originally anticipated 
($291,466). It is anticipated that full funding should resume next year.  
 
When the budget was created for this year it was unknown if the district would receive the SIA 
grant funding. Therefore, three of the items that could be funded by the grant were included in 
the general budget.  
 
The staff participated in a survey to prioritize programs to be funded with the grant. 
Superintendent Owens shared the results of that survey.  
 
The board had an opportunity to discuss their priorities and what programs could still be funded 
amidst the pandemic. The original plan was developed pre-COVID. It was determined that most 
of the funding requests are for programs that aren’t possible at this time.  
 
Superintendent Owens noted that after this discussion he will need to complete further research 
and will have more information at the next meeting. 
 

Community Input on Student Investment Account Ideas 
No comments from the community. 
 

COVID-19 Protocols/Procedures Update 
Superintendent Owens thanked the students and staff for diligently continuing to follow 
protocols and procedures to keep our school community safe. 

School Calendar Scenario 
An idea was presented at today’s Superintendent/North Central Public Health District meeting 
today that Superintendent Owens felt was worth board consideration for the safety of the school 
community. Concern with the upcoming holiday gatherings have prompted consideration of 
comprehensive distance learning for the week after the winter break. This would provide for a 
natural 10 day quarantine (new guideline from CDC) for the safety of students and staff.  
 
The board discussed their confidence in how Sherman County has handled the COVID situation. 
The board does not want to preemptively shift to CDL without necessity. Director Susi 
acknowledged that Santa could have it and he will be in every house. All joking aside, the district 
cannot predict the future and if a scenario should arise all protocols and safety measures that 
have been put in place will be followed including cohort quarantine. 
 

High School Success Meeting with ODE and Implementation 
Superintendent Owens thanked the Measure 98 team: Gail Gunderson, Jessianne Miller, Kim 
McKinney, and Brittany Waggoner. ODE was very complimentary of the district’s program and 
this funding will continue.  
 

Recent OSAA 2020-21 Calendar Adjustment 
This was discussed during the Athletic Director’s report. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
State Economic and Revenue Forecast Update 

Superintendent Owens presented a synopsis of the State Economic and Revenue Forecast 
specifically noting a future special session to discuss COVID-19 liability protection.  
 

Agriculture Program Greenhouse Construction Process 
Superintendent Owens thanked the James Weir Memorial Fund for their support of the 
greenhouse project. The district is currently in the bid process for construction of the 
greenhouse. The materials are on site. Due to the scope of the project a formal process must take 
place. Superintendent Owens noted that there is a local contractor interested but it has been 
challenging to find contractors to put a bid in for our remote area.  
 

New Metric Information 
Superintendent Owens presented the new metric for returning to in-person instruction that was 
put out by ODE. He noted the key point is that we are currently on-site and in the “green” level.  
At this point, the new rules should have very little impact on our operations.   

OSHA Temporary Rule - Risk Assessment & Infection Control Plan 
Superintendent Owens noted that there were many complaints to ODE within other school 
districts regarding COVID procedures. OSHA is now involved in the COVID-19 procedures 
statewide and this has created the need for the district to prepare further documentation.  
 

Middle School Sports During COVID-19 Pandemic 
Athletic Director Gary Lewis noted that there are four neighboring districts that want to play 
middle school sports this year. He is hopeful that with the support of the board and 
administration a program could be put together.  
 

First Reading of Policies ACB, ACB-AR, GCBDA/GDBDA-AR(1), GCBDA/GDBDA-AR(2), 
GCBDA/GDBDA-AR(4), GCPC/GDPC, IJ (Delete), IJ, IJ-AR, IKFB, JB, JFCM, LBE, LBEA 

The board reviewed the policies for a first reading.  
 
Motion by Director Bish with second from Director Susi to accept the policies as presented in the 
agenda.  Vote: 5 in Favor (Bish, Coelsch, Lanthorn, Stutzman, Susi) Action:  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
COMMENTS FROM VISITORS 

No comments from visitors. 
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS, CLOSING COMMENTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
• Digital Sign 
• Greenhouse Project 
• Student Investment Account 

NEXT MEETING 
The next Regular School Board Meeting will be Monday, January 11, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, Chair Coelsch declared the meeting adjourned at 7:26 p.m. 
 
__________________________________  ________________________________ 
Chair, Kristie Coelsch     Board Secretary, Jen Berry 
 
 


