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WELCOME 
 
 
BELLE FOURCHE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
 

Dear Parents: 
 
Welcome to the beginning of your child's educational journey!  
   
The day your child enters Kindergarten marks the beginning of one of the most 
important experiences in a child's life.  The outcome of this first contact with 
school will have a great effect on future success. 
 
Your home has been the center of interest in your child's life, and now the school 
is entering into a partnership with you to help provide additional experiences and 
aide growth and development.  Close cooperation between parents and teachers 
is vital, so encourage your child to like school.  Help your child feel school is 
important by taking an active interest in school, regular attendance, parent-
teacher organizations, the teacher, and classroom friends. 
 
This handbook was prepared to provide you with information about Belle 
Fourche's Kindergarten program and procedures.  Please use it as a reference 
throughout the school year.  We hope you find it helpful. 
 
We welcome you and your child to the schools of our district and wish for your 
child a happy and successful year in Kindergarten. 
 
                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Before the First Day of School: 
 
 
Does your child know . . .? 
 

• Name, first and last 
• Parent's name, first and last 
• Age-birthday 
• Name of colors 
 

It would be helpful if your child knows how to . . . 
  

• Zip 
• Button  
• Snap 
• Cut and paste 
• Write name – first letter uppercase, the rest lowercase, starting at the top. 
 
 
  

Does your child know . . .? 
 
• Manners used to develop friendships and how to share. 
• Not to get into cars with strangers. 
• Safety habits:  
 Cross the street at proper intersections. 
 Obey traffic signals, etc. 

• To go straight home from school (unless told to do otherwise). 
• The shortest, safest way to school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parents: 
Do you . . .? 
 

• READ WITH YOUR CHILD 
• Teach rhymes 
• Encourage your child to count things around your house: 
 Spoons and forks on the table. 
 Cars on your street. 
 Potatoes in a sack. 

 

Do you help your child every day with . . .? 
 
• Using good bathroom habits and hand washing. 
• Accepting responsibility, doing small tasks at home such as:                                                                                                                             
 Hanging up clothes and putting away toys and shoes. 
 Eating a good breakfast each morning. 
 Getting dressed independently. 
 Going to bed early and getting a good night's sleep. 
 Listening and following directions. 
 Knowing when and how to use facial tissue. 

 

You can also help by doing the following: 
 

• Speak clearly to your child.  Avoid baby talk. 
• Encourage your child to express him/herself. 
• Enlarge their experiences by taking them on trips to area points of interest. 
• Make sure they are dressed suitably for the weather. 
• Take part in forming your child's television viewing habits.  Television used 

moderately and wisely, can broaden your child's educational and recreational 
activities. 

• Assist your child in learning: address, phone number, birthdate, tying shoes.



The Teacher and the School -- 
 
The Principal is directly responsible for the school's program and is ready to 
assist with any problems that may arise.  The office is located at South Park.                               
 

The Secretary assists the principal and teacher in supplying needed services to 
your child.  She is located at the North Park office. Telephone:  723-3379 
 

The School Nurse helps safeguard your child's health and, when indicated, 
works directly with the health department, family physician and the home. 
 

The School Counselor supports children, parents, and teachers when school 
issues arise. 
 
Special Education programs are available throughout the district and 
mainstreaming occurs in all the schools.  Contact your building principal for 
specific information. 
 

The Teacher is the key person in your child's life at school.  The teacher is well-
trained and interested in each child as an individual.  The teacher's job is to teach 
your child: 
•   To listen 
•   To work happily and cooperatively with others 
•   To share experiences, ideas, games, and toys 
•   To be serious and ask questions 
•   To express creatively through words, art, music, movement, and drama 
•   To plan and complete work independently 
•   To recognize likenesses and differences:   
 pictures, shapes, sizes, and sounds 

•   A readiness for first grade work 
•   Good speech patterns 
•   Independent work habits 
•   Good health and safety habits 
•   Positive self-concepts 
 
 
 



The Primary Curriculum/ 
Interview 
 
The Primary Curriculum -- 
  
In the Belle Fourche Elementary, the Kindergarten program is where children learn to master 
the basic skills in the areas of language arts, math, science, social studies, music, physical 
education, and social-emotional development.  Children's skills in these areas are continually 
assessed and experiences are provided in proper sequence to enable a child to move from one 
learning stage to the next.  The goal is to ensure children will be successful in school. 
 
Just as we find that children do not begin at the same stage, we find that children do not 
progress at the same rate.  While some children will completely master all the Kindergarten 
skills during their Kindergarten year, others will need extension and reinforcement before they 
will be able to move ahead into formal reading or math.  It is important not to leave gaps in 
their early development. Regular attendance makes a big difference as we continually strive to 
fill any gaps in the learning process. 
 
For most children, the Kindergarten year represents the first formal contact with the public 
school system.  The Belle Fourche School District recognizes the importance of ensuring that 
these early educational experiences should be: 
 
• Focused on helping the child and family develop a positive attitude toward school and                                                                                                                              

learning.                                                                                            
• Organized to provide experiences that will enable the child to master those skills that form 

the foundation for later academic success. 
• Designed to be continuous with the educational program of the primary grades. 
• Appropriately matched to the child's developmental abilities. 
 

Interview – 
 
An individual interview is administered by a team of educators in the spring before your child 
enters school.  This gives the teacher a snapshot of what skills the child has already mastered 
and which he/she has not.  It is not a pass/fail situation nor is your child expected to answer all 
the questions correctly or respond with complete understanding.  Rather, the interview is an 
attempt to meet individual needs by using the information gained as a guideline in planning 
instruction. 
 



Communication - Report Cards 
 
 
Communication: 
 
Newsletters will be sent home weekly by the teachers.  They are a primary means of communicating 
with you and we hope you will take advantage of this opportunity to become informed about your 
child's educational experiences.  Notes and telephone calls will also provide channels for communication 
as will periodic parent-teacher conferences.  You are always welcome to visit Kindergarten classrooms 
to see what a day brings to your child. 
 
We would ask that your child bring a backpack to school daily, as this is the easiest way of getting 
papers, notes and letters home to you.  Please check your child's bag daily and encourage discussion of 
her/his day. 
 
Also, we ask that you label ALL items sent to school with your child's name - articles of clothing your 
child would be putting in their locker, boots, gloves, supplies, things for "sharing," etc.  This will help 
avoid confusion and lost items. 
 

Conferences: 
 
Conferences are held with parents twice yearly to discuss the progress of your child.  In addition, as 
other issues arise, teachers are available to meet with parents.  Please call the teacher for an 
appointment. 
 

Report Cards: 
 
Report cards are prepared three times a year, at the end of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd trimesters.  It is a 
"snapshot" of what your child is doing in each curricular area.  You will receive more information on the 
format of the report card at that time. 
 

Absences: 
 
Regular attendance is vital to maximize student learning.  When your child is absent, we ask that you 
contact North Park by phone before school (723-3379).  In addition, we remind you to contact your 
childcare provider. 
 

Questions: 
 
Frequently, information you receive from your child about school may not be completely accurate.  
When questions arise, it is always better to inquire rather than jump to conclusions.  Please, reach for 
your phone rather than reaching for a conclusion. 

 



The Writing Process 
 
Writing 
A critical part of the Belle Fourche Kindergarten curriculum is the teaching of the writing process.  It is 
especially important that parents show support and encouragement for their children as they begin the 
process of writing. 
 
Virtually all experts agree that the most important part of writing for Kindergartners is to begin learning 
the process and to begin getting their thoughts down on paper.  Correct grammar, punctuation and 
spelling come later in your child's development.  Just as babies learn to talk by babbling, children begin 
to write by scribbling.  Be supportive and remember - they are just beginning. 
 

Temporary Spelling 
As children develop, they go through several stages as they improve their spelling skills.  When young 
children are encouraged to write, the spelling of words will be invented, based on what they hear.  The 
stages of temporary or inventive spelling are: 
 
• Pre letter-sound stage: 
 This is when children have no knowledge that letters represent sounds.  Thus, children may string 

together many different letters and numbers almost randomly. 
• Early letter-sound stage: 
 These children can usually name the letters of the alphabet and identify some of the sounds.  Usually, 

messages are strung together with no separation of words.  For example:  "HAWASUAWDA", 
written by a child may indicate "How was your day?" 

• Letter-name stage: 
 Children at this stage use the most audible sounds of words and are beginning to be aware of spaces 

between words and notice the difference between their spelling of a word and its correct spelling. 
• Traditional stage: 

Now children can concentrate on what a word looks like in correct spelling and what it sounds like.  
These children are very rapidly moving into smooth reading. 

 

How can parents help? 
• Do not be critical.  Celebrate the positive.  Do not comment on incorrect spelling and punctuation.      

Criticism and ridicule do not help a child grow.  Instruction for growth will come from your child's 
teacher. 

• Model writing yourself.  Talk out loud as to when you are going to write and why you are going to 
write.  For example:  "Aunt Betty called and wanted Dad to call her back so I will leave the message 
for him." or " I need to write a thank you letter for my birthday gift." 

• Give gifts of writing materials.  This can include stationery, color pens and pencils, markers, crayons, 
note pads, etc.  The most critical aspect is to encourage and celebrate the risk-taking that your child 
is doing. 



Helpful Hints for Parents 
 
• Clothes should be simple, washable, sturdy, and not too tight.  When boots are worn, please send                         

shoes for classroom wear. 
• All removable clothing should be labeled with the child's name. 
• It is important that your child not arrive at school more than 5 minutes before the kindergarten                                                                                                                                    

session begins unless they are eating school breakfast.  Times will be provided before school begins 
next fall.  It is very important that your child be picked up promptly after classes dismiss.  Late-
arriving parents cause undue stress to children. 

• When money is sent to school, please enclose it in an envelope with the child's name, the amount of       
money enclosed, its purpose, and the teacher's name written on it. 

• If your child does not feel well, please keep him or her at home. 
• Your child should wear gym shoes on designated P. E. days.  Girls are asked to not wear dresses on P. 

E. days. 
• Please send a note to school or call if you have made different arrangements for your child in going 

home after school.  Bus children will ride daily unless the teacher is informed by an adult otherwise. 
• When you are helping your child learn to print his/her name, please use an upper-case letter for the 

first letter only.  Our district uses Handwriting Without Tears curriculum. 
 
Please do not allow your child to bring toys or trading cards to school.  If there is a special occasion 
(Teddy Bear day), we will send a note. 

 
Responsibility 
 
One of the greatest gifts you can give your child is that of accepting responsibility.  Too often, we 
interfere because we do not want our child to feel the pain of consequences.  However, we do them a 
great disservice because they do not learn to anticipate, and problem solve.  Therefore, to help your 
child learn responsibility, we suggest the following: 
 
• Don't allow excuses such as: "...it happened accidentally" or making it someone else's fault. 
•   Do say:  "Too bad" or "Sorry it worked out that way.  Hope you can find a solution”.            
•   Allow your child choices in making everyday decisions.  However, these choices should not be 

limitless.  For example:  "Would you like Spaghetti-O's or a tuna sandwich for lunch?"  “That behavior 
was not a good choice.  You may try again.” 

•   Give your child household tasks such as making their bed, emptying trash, etc. 
•   Don't, however, continually nag them to complete the job.  Give them a clear deadline and 

consequences should they fail.  "The trash is to be carried out by dinner-time.  Hope you get the job 
done."  Be sure to be consistent with your consequences. 



Good Health is Important 
 
To Register: 
 
• A child must be five years of age on or before September 1st. 
• At the time of registration, you must possess verification of date of birth through a certified 

birth certificate. 
• Have all necessary health information.  It is expected that there will be compliance with the 

South Dakota Immunization Law.  Also, at this time, a Student Health Information Form, 
dealing with past and present health problems, is to be completed.  Your child's 
immunizations must be complete before beginning Kindergarten. 

 
 

To assist your child in having a successful experience at school, 
we suggest you: 
 
•   Provide your child with a healthy breakfast before school. 
•   See that your child gets ten to twelve hours of sleep as recommended. 
•   Be sure your child is well before sending him/her to school. 
 
 

To assist the school in case of emergency, we ask that you: 
 
•   Report changes of address and phone numbers promptly. 
•   Make sure the school knows where to contact a parent, relative or close friend always. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



How You Can Help 
 
Read to Your Child Every Day 
 
Reading Aloud. . . 
•   increases the closeness between you and your child 
•   builds vocabulary 
•   teaches our culture 
•   demonstrates that you value books 
•   introduces beginning reading skills 
 

Intersession. . . 
•   There will be 20 Fridays available during the school year when regular classes are not in session.    

Small group workshops will be held on these Fridays.    If your child is invited to a session, we 
encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity. 

 
Cook with your Child 
 
Cooking. . . 
•   develops reading skills 
•   develops other skills such as sequencing, measuring, sorting, and counting 
•   provides writing skills 
•   teaches nutrition 
 

Give your Child Experiences 
 
Visit. . . 
•   Belle Fourche Area Community Center 
•   Belle Fourche Public Library 
•   Tri-State Museum and Cabin 
•   High Plains Heritage Center, Spearfish 
•   Devil's Tower National Monument, Hulett, Wyoming 
•   Black Hills Mining Museum, Lead 
•   The Mammoth Site, Hot Springs 
•   South Dakota Air & Space Museum, Ellsworth Air Force Base 
•   McNenny State Fish Hatcheries, Spearfish 
•   South Dakota State Mines & Technology Museum of Geology, Rapid City 
•   Hill City 1880 Train 
•   Hill City Everything Prehistoric 
•   Mt. Rushmore 
•   D. C. Booth Fish Hatchery 
  The Journey Museum, Rapid City 



 
  
 
 

Important Phone Numbers: 
 
 
Police Station 892-4354 
EMERGENCY 892-2737 or 911 
North Park School 723-3379 
North Park Fax 723-3381 
South Park School 723-3382 
South Park Fax 723-3384 
School Nurse 723-3382 
Bus Barn 892-2683 
School/Family Liaison 210-0056 
School Counselor 723-3382 
 
 
 
 
 
**Remember to always call North Park when your child is not in 
school (the secretary needs to know how to excuse their 
absence) 723-3379! 
 


