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Matt. 16:8-12 “Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, “You of little faith, why are you talking 

among yourselves about having no bread? 9 Do you still not understand? Don’t you remember 

the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? 10 Or the seven 

loaves for the four thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? 11 How is it you don’t 

understand that I was not talking to you about bread? But be on your guard against the yeast of 

the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they understood that he was not telling them to guard 

against the yeast used in bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 

 

It is all too easy to critique the 12 disciples.  Monday morning quarterbacks showing up 2,000 

years later with an opinion lack the contextual empathy necessary for an accurate assessment.  

Jesus is on a run, doing miracle after miracle.  Can the supernatural become mundane due to the 

volume?  It may, but it most certainly affects your mind and puts it in a place where your 

expectations and new standards no longer look to the norm.  That is the case here, the 12 were 

present for so many miracles that they overlooked the obvious.  The obvious being that Jesus’ 

references to yeast was an analogy of the corrupt teaching/influence of the Pharisees and 

Sadducees.  Today, I believe the same can happen on the other side of the spectrum.  Due to ‘a 

lack of the supernatural’ our expectations force us to look to science, vaccines, and other means 

of explanations other than our miraculous God.  Make no mistake, God is at work today in our 

world and in our lives as powerfully and personally as ever before. 

 

Back Home 

After a 6-month home assignment, we are finally home.  It was so good to see family, friends, 

and supporting churches.  We drove 25 hours from Dallas back to Puebla. The border crossing 

was a breeze.  Our second day of the trip started off with a battery replacement.  Other than that, 

the car ran great, and we met some new friends.  The house has all of the typical repair work that 

houses generate.  So it will take some time to get things back in shape.  We are so excited that 

Stephen and Cici got in yesterday and will begin ministry this week with us.  Cici will focus on 

learning Spanish, while Stephen is focused in on meeting folks, looking for a place to live, and 

getting settled in for a season of ministry. 

 

COVID 

Mexico is on high alert.  The death percentage is literally the highest in the world.  The hospitals 

are saturated, and patients are literally on the floor.  In our different groups we now know many 

people who have died from COVID.  We appreciate your prayers for those who have lost loved 

ones, and we pray that God will bring something beautiful out of all of this ugliness.  

Unfortunately, all of the ministries are shut down and have gone online. 

 

Meetings 

Today, I will lead our staff meeting with a devotional.  We will also lay out our work plan for the 

week.  Tonight, I will be teaching our college/career group.  I look forward to our time with the 

young people – even if it is only a digital presence.  Our neighborhood looks like a ghost town.  

Rental signs are all over the place due to the UDLAP campus being shut down.  This will impact 

the launch of the college ministry. 



 

Prayer Requests: 

1. Pray for Mexico’s severe COVID crisis. 

2. Pray for Stephen and Cici’s settling in, language acquisition, and new home. 

3. Pray for the college ministry that contacts, friendships will be formed, and doors will be 

opened during these unique times. 

4. Pray for Juan Gaona and his church plant in San Nicholas. 

 


