
January 9 Community Update 

 

Hello Lakeland Community, 

We hope that this email finds everyone happy, healthy, safe, and strong.   

Here are just some news and notes as we begin this extended remote learning period: 

(1) This week will continue on with Distance Learning.   As Mr. Beattie stated in his 

correspondence on Wednesday, we will be returning to our hybrid model 

(Red/Gray) on Tuesday, January 19.   Please see here for a copy of our January 

calendar.    

(2) Please note that the first semester ends of Friday, January 29.  On Monday, 

February 1, we will begin our second semester wherein students will transition to their 

new courses with new teachers.  While no one could have predicted the extent of the 

virus and the impact it would have on our institutions, we did anticipate (as a restart and 

recovery group), the challenges that lay ahead for our students as we transitioned back 

from our extended 4-month closure last year. There were exceptionally talented people 

who were a part of our restart and recovery teams and worked tirelessly to develop a 

plan that would allow us to reopen.  Although the attempt was to limit exposure from a 

contact tracing perspective, another reason we moved to a semesterized block was to 

create a realistic workload and to promote wellness for students as they returned from 

the extended state-mandated closure.  Handling 4 classes at a time is much easier than 

juggling 8 from a student perspective.  Please encourage them to finish this semester 

strong.    

(3) As noted in our Distance Learning Handbook, during our Distance Learning Days, all 

students will be participating in daily synchronous distance learning activities.   There 

are no red/gray cohorts during this time period.  All students will participate each day. 

This is the exact same protocol that we have followed all year on Wednesdays.  

(4) Distance Learning will take place during the prescribed block of time that teachers 

would normally have their courses on an “In Person” learning day. 

 Block 1: 7:40am-8:40am  

 Block 2: 8:50am-9:50am  

 Block 3: 10:00am-11:00am  

 Block 4: 11:10am-12:10pm 

There is an expectation that students will check in with their teachers at the beginning of 

each block.  This will be communicated to the students through 

GoogleClassroom.  Student attendance will be taken by teachers, work will be 

https://5il.co/obmn
https://5il.co/obmn
https://u345601.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=VRzQ8vjpRe8hiYuN3KfPdh3XwBSBK5NEIC0-2Byu99dhYnaHAViYuwOp0yZFIjYsCmiETJK6GYULC3zEquT45kqTBa-2F72kPEDpvzYwyxcFkcxKKRZ5VoeHiac854IF4EKyq77ub29zakry34O2L2TPmow7tE2kWhvkij3-2BJWIUzeEgP8Yf9eEHAdTn8PCcCoJL-2B67qjOgSrIV6s7v72XzxCg-3D-3DtnKl_3K2jRNbLBOCfZiW87ii-2FUtvx-2FJn9n9rxwbh4oPyyVf7XcEt9YxyqGYIqbg5O9Arz7McKdtDQhV3zLRZA74o0h1PEMXnhaukVHFQY2-2BsKvD7RHt2ZuPnwUa8zwfuDtOaAVfj5PsoeexcwMoPnn6VZ4bl9PDVwwnnKMd-2FYc8A7Bnml-2BJsUyVtgneBUuO0juZubS4CKxHopJBuxzveIbM2fPWjPTMt3bLqwTfZNoGLSkye678TnT3X0teHypqnqe85JdPEol-2FIgJ0obRpHJ78Xq-2Bg-3D-3D


assigned, assessed, and graded.  Please continue to communicate the importance of 

participating in our Distance Learning Program.   

(5) If you have any questions regarding our Distance Learning Program, you can review 

the handbook above and our Distance Learning Policies and Procedures.  

(6) Parents/guardians should continue to call their children out if they are too ill to 

participate in virtual learning for the day.  This can be done either through the Realtime 

Portal or calling our attendance line at 973 835-1900 x139.  Additionally, any COVID 

related concerns/absences should be communicated directly to our school nurse, 

Ms. Ellerbrock at bellerbrock@lakeland.k12.nj.us. 

(7) Any student who is struggling or needs extra help should reach out directly to their 

teachers directly. (1)  Each teacher has daily office hours from 1:30-2:30 wherein they 

are available for individual support and tutoring.  (2) Our National Honor Society has set 

up multiple windows for students to get 1 on 1 tutoring from their peers.  They can 

complete this GoogleForm to sign up which has been already forwarded to 

them.  Parents/guardians can also sign up their students for peer tutoring, of course.   

(8) For any student who might need supplementary support, please know that our 

school counselors, school psychologists, and Child Study Team members are always 

available for additional services.  A quick email is all that is needed to set up a one on 

one meeting.  We have established an initiative called "You Are Not Alone."  Click 

this link for more information. 

(9) Please note that our Main Office is open throughout this Distance Learning week on 

from 7:30-2:30 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.  Any questions relating to 

our normal operations can be directed to 973 835-1900 x140 or my cell phone 973 557-

5825.  Faculty and supervisors are available as they would normally be via email to 

answer any specific academic questions/concerns. 

Again, thank you for your continued support throughout this unique period and please 

feel free to always reach out with anything. 

Best 

Michael Novak 

Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction 
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