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Hello Wheatland Families, 

I hope you are doing well, and everyone is settling into a pseudo routine with work, school, and 
family. We definitely miss everyone around here, as the school is not the same without 
students and teachers. Laura Dahl put together a compilation of our thoughts and wishes for 
Wheatland students and families. If you haven’t seen it yet check out the link below. 

Wheatland's "Dear Warhawks" Video 

Mr. Halbesma sent out a survey earlier this week and we had a great response. Thanks for 
your input as we work to get better at providing remote instruction. Not only did it affirm some 
positives, but it also gave some constructive feedback for changes we can make. As we 
continue to learn and grow, please know that every family situation is different, and we are 
trying to accommodate all learners. The key word here is FLEXIBILITY. We recognize this is a 
difficult proposition for all of you as parents. We are doing our best to balance the demands 
this difficult situation has placed on all of us, while continuing to make learning fun for our 
students. We are also trying to find a balance in our districtwide communication. We realize it 
is not easy to keep up with life right now, and so much is new and uncertain. As we try and 
create a system that works for everyone, please know that it is ok to adjust schedules to make 
them work for you and your family. 

We continue to work on planning for this year and next. Items like staffing, and budgeting for 
2020-2021 still need to be accounted for even though it feels like we are stuck in a time warp. 
We are also in the midst of the open enrollment season for incoming student applications. Mr. 
Halbesma continues to meet with teachers every other week virtually and we are all staying 
connected through Google Meets/Hangouts and Zoom. If you want to follow what’s happening 
in other classrooms and around the district, follow us on Twitter at #wcsflight and 
on Facebook.  

During this difficult time the Wheatland staff has stepped up in so many wonderful ways and I 
could not be more proud. We have been able to safely provide food service, create a library 
check out system, and produce a process to fix tech issues. In addition, we have added some 
informational items and services below:  

Medication Pick Up 

For those that have medications in the health office it is available for pick up on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 10 -1 in the school office.  If the closure lasts until the end of the year we 
will provide additional notice to pick up medications before disposing of them. Please 
email kathy.trecker@wcspk8.org if you have questions or concerns.  

 

http://www.wheatland.k12.wi.us/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtUIwIyIudw&feature=youtu.be
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23wcsflight&src=typed_query&f=live
https://www.facebook.com/WheatlandWarhawks/
mailto:kathy.trecker@wcspk8.org


 
 

 Martin L. McGinley – District Administrator                                                              Towns of Wheatland – Brighton – Randall – Salem                                                                                 

 Drew Halbesma - Principal                                                                                                                 6606 368th Avenue, Burlington, WI 53105 

     Wheatland J1 School District 

 

Telephone:  (262) 537-2216                  www.wheatland.k12.wi.us                    Fax:  (262) 537-4059 

    

 

Wisconsin Tornado and Severe Weather Week 

One of the other functions we serve is that of disaster communication and education. Next 
week is Wisconsin’s Tornado and Severe Weather Week. I felt I would be remiss if I did not 
mention this. Normally there would be conversations and a drill at school, the fact that we are 
not physically in school does not mitigate the potential for severe weather. Having had a 
daughter with anxiety about natural weather events, I am aware that this may not be the right 
time. Please use your judgement as to when this makes sense especially with Wheatland’s 
history. The most important thing is to have a family plan. 

https://www.weather.gov/mkx/severe_weather_awareness 

Parking Lot Wi-Fi 

For those that don’t have reliable Wi-Fi and need it for work or school, we wanted to provide a 
resource for the Wheatland community. We currently have Wi-Fi available for community 
members in the south parking lot (See attachment for details). Students laptops will 
automatically connect. Please maintain appropriate social distancing and stay in your car. This 
area is monitored by video camera and the Wi-Fi is appropriately filtered. 

Upcoming Events 

We are working on plans for some of our other upcoming events such as summer school, 
8th grade graduation, Soar Day, etc. We want to hold off as long as possible, and potentially 
provide alternative events if we are unable to hold them as usual. Please be patient as we 
continue to get new information every day. We are trying to be mindful of the timelines needed 
for planning, so we will send out more information as it becomes available.   

Try to have some semblance of normalcy as you spend even more time with your family this 
upcoming weekend. The longer this continues the more gratitude I feel for all of you who are 
making the best of this unprecedented time, but the more intense my longing for normal 
everyday activities. Please take care of yourself and those around you. Have a great long 
weekend, and I promise no more emails until at least Monday. 

Sincerely, 

Marty McGinley 

 

http://www.wheatland.k12.wi.us/
https://www.weather.gov/mkx/severe_weather_awareness

