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Good Morning Wheatland Families, 

While it seems like longer, it has been two weeks since we got news that schools would be 
closed for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. Since then we have been continuing 
with instruction and planning for the end of the school year, the summer, and next year. Here 
are the latest updates to keep you informed. Please visit our website and the Distance 
Learning Tab for resources. 

School Calendar 

We will be following our original school calendar for the instructional year which takes us 
through June 5th. The final week of school will involve some administrative tasks and logistical 
matters, but will also hopefully involve some fun activities as well. 

Teacher Appreciation Week 

While this time has been novel in many ways, celebrations have become difficult. This coming 
week is teacher appreciation week. I have been incredibly impressed with our entire staff, but 
specifically this week I want to call recognize Wheatland teachers for their incredible 
contributions. They have done a remarkable pivot during this time and I could not be more 
proud of their creative efforts to engage students and continue our Flight to Excellence, 
overcoming many barriers along the way. Thank you Teachers! Your commitment to the 
Wheatland Community is exemplary and we salute you. 

Feedback for Learning 

At Wheatland we have had a very good rate of participation. While we know it is not easy most 
students and parents have been engaged in the process. The emphasis for schoolwork 
assigned, reviewed, and completed during the distance learning period is on learning and 
engagement, not on compliance. Feedback will focus on the continuation of learning and 
prioritize the connectedness and care for students and staff. Teachers will provide feedback on 
learning activities and feedback will be noted on the end of year standards based report card 
(elementary) or end of year progress report (middle school).  Effective feedback will be timely, 
specific, positive and include opportunities for self-reflection and growth.   

Any work not completed during distance learning will not have an adverse effect to a student’s 
grade prior to ending traditional school instruction.  No students will “fail” a class during our 
distance learning session.  If students choose not to complete mandatory assignments or 
choose not to complete the majority of work in a particular subject, they will be marked as “No 
Evidence.” 

Item Pick up 

http://www.wheatland.k12.wi.us/
https://www.wheatland.k12.wi.us/domain/179
https://www.wheatland.k12.wi.us/domain/179
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Many students still have personal property at the school. We have created a plan that 
maintains social distancing and provides for an efficient pick up of items. Teachers will come in 
to school in the next few weeks and pack up any personal student items. These items will be 
bagged and sorted by the students last name and we will have a coordinated pick up during 
the last week of school that gives parents multiple opportunities to pick up items. It will also 
allow families to drop off items including district owned technology as well. Any remaining 
student medication is available each week on Monday and Wednesday from 11:00 AM to 1:00 
PM or by appointment. 

Graduation 

Unfortunately, our students will not be able to take part in an on-site graduation. The school 
closure applies to all grounds and facilities and does not end until June 30th. The staff was 
adamant that we make this momentous occasion as special as possible under the current 
circumstances, so we will be bringing graduation to you. The graduation committee will send 
out  a schedule for families to sign up for an in-person recognition of graduation at your house 
between May 27th- 29th. We will be delivering the student’s robe, diploma, a recognition sign 
and maybe more. Teachers will be taking graduation pictures at that time and it will be made 
into a video that will be sent out a later date. 8th grade families look for more information next 
week. 

Successful Resource Distribution 

Some of the processes we have put in place have been incredibly productive. We served 
10,022 meals in April. Thank you to the kitchen staff for continuing this essential service and 
expanding opportunities for Wheatland families. Meal distribution will continue through the end 
of the school year on Monday’s and Wednesdays. In addition, 78 students have checked out 
127 books in the last several weeks, and many students have dropped off computers to be 
fixed and promptly returned. These services have allowed us to continue instruction and 
distribute resources in an efficient manner. 

Summer School 

At this point I would love to tell you we are continuing with summer school as usual and we will 
be providing students with the engaging enrichment activities we always have. Unfortunately, 
for this year, we will not be able to hold summer school as we have come to know it. We would 
still like to provide some continued learning opportunities, but there is much that is unknown at 
this time. We will be sending out a survey to gauge interest in a virtual or blended summer 
program for late July, early August. While the structure is uncertain, it would primarily be an 
opportunity to get ready for the upcoming school year with current teachers as we hand them 
off to the next grade level. 

http://www.wheatland.k12.wi.us/
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Next Fall 

While we do not yet know what fall will bring we remain optimistic, however, we are preparing 
for the possibility we will not be able to hold school as usual. There will likely be some 
structures needed to make sure our students and families are safe. This will include measures 
for COVID exposures, and may limit the number of students that can congregate at one time. 
This may mean we have some type of blended learning, with face to face and virtual 
combinations. Any guidelines for schools will likely be dictated to us by the state or county, but 
we will make sure we operationalize them in a way that makes sense for Wheatland. 

Mental Health Awareness Week 

As we get ready to recognize Children’s Mental Health Awareness, I am ever more cognizant 
of the anxiety around the uncertainty of the times we live in. Please know that there are 
resources and we are here to support this community in any way possible. Take care of 
yourself and each other. 

As always, thank you for your support during this time. We continue to plan for the future and 
work to get better every day. I feel lucky every day to work with such great people, and love 
watching our students learn from a far, but I look forward to the day we can all be together 
again.  Until then, I am incredibly proud of your resilience and effort. Have a great weekend. 
Go Warhawks! 

Sincerely, 

Marty McGinley 

 

http://www.wheatland.k12.wi.us/

