
Minutes 
Maynard School Committee Special Meeting 

Wednesday, December 9, 2020, 7:30 pm 
Remote Meeting 

 
MGL 30A, Sec.20:(f) After notifying the chair of the public body, any person may make a video or audio recording of an 
open session of a meeting of a public body or may transmit the meeting through any medium, subject to reasonable 
requirements of the chair as to the number, placement, and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere with the 
conduct of the meeting. At the beginning of the meeting, the chair shall inform other attendees of any recordings. 
 
Meeting Called to Order at 7:33 pm.  An attendance roll call was taken 

Mary Brannelly - Present 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Present 
Natasha Rivera - Present 
Jessica Clark - Present 
Lydia Clancy - Present 

 
Also present were Brian Haas, Superintendent; Jennifer Gaudet, Assistant Superintendent; Colleen 
Andrade, Administrative Assistant. 
 
 
Urgent Business (within last 48 hours, if required) 
Mr. Haas had received a letter from MSBA that was time sensitive as part of the building process. 
A Design Enrollment Certification letter confirming that Maynard was proceeding with the project for a 
K-3 building with an enrollment of 395 students.  PK was not mandated and not reimbursable by 
MSBA so that number of students was not included in the enrollment number, but would be 
addressed in the feasibility study.  
 
This certification required a signature by the Superintendent, School Committee Chair and the Town 
Administrator.  This would be brought up at the next Board of Selectmen meeting for approval as well. 
 
Signing this letter would state that Maynard and the School District agreed that 395 was the 
enrollment for grades K-3.  This number is based on a number of various sources including historical 
data, birth rates, Town data, Town growth projection and more.  
 
 
Ms. Brannelly made a motion to accept the MSBA recommendation about the 395 student platform 
and that we give Lydia and Brian the authority to sign the Design Enrollment Certification letter.  
Ms. Houlihan 2nd the motion. 
 
 
Roll Call Vote 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Abstain 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
 

Motion Passed -  4 in favor, 0 against, 1 abstained 
 
 
 



Policies for Review and vote consideration (IO/D/V) 
AC - Nondiscrimination: was reviewed by Mr. Ferranti.  #5 had a sentence stating “decisions might 
have on/about the human relations aspect of all segments of society” which was thought strange, so 
that wording was struck from the sentence. 
 
Ms. Brannelly made a motion to accept policy AC-Nondiscrimination.  
Ms. Houlihan 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 

Motion Passed 5-0 
 
 
IHBG - Homeschooling: replaces current policy #661.  This was reviewed by Mr. Ferranti to address 
receiving special education services under a home environment.  He  added the notation under Legal 
Reference,  DESE Administrative Advisory SPED 2018-1 which covers that concern. 
 
Ms. Houlihan made a motion to accept IHBG- Homeschooling replacing the existing School 
Committee policy #661.  
Ms. Clark 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
 

Motion Passed 5-0 
 
 
IKE - Promotion and Retention of Students:  - this was previously approved and mistakenly placed on 
the agenda. 
 
 
JH - Student Absences and Excuses: replaces 520.  Paragraph 4 was added as new.  Mr. Ferranti 
reviewed this policy.  
 
There had been a question about if the SRO should be mentioned regarding the attendance 
notification.  It was discussed in subcommittee and since the SRO is noted in MOA with the Maynard 
Police Department, which is redone every year, it was not necessary.  There may not always be an 
SRO for the district.  
 
Mr. Haas noted that attendance was more on the school side of things, the MOA with the Police 
discussed more the legalities with interaction with students, who can speak with students, what could 
be searched or not, etc.  It was not standard practice for the SRO to go to student houses due to 
attendance unless it became a legal matter.  The SRO was part of a school team that discussed 
student concerns and was involved in those discussions with school staff.  Mr. Hass said there were 



occasions this year where the Principal has gone to specific student homes to check on them, to 
make sure everything was ok and see if there was anything that can be done to support the student.  
It’s part of a team approach to see if there are resources available to the family outside of school. 
The current process to engage the SRO does not require Superintendent approval. 
 
Ms. Houlihan made a motion to accept JH Student Absences and Excuses  
Ms. Brannelly 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - No 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
 

Motion Passed - 4 in favor, 1 against 
 
 
Policies for Review - these next policies replace 603 and are first readings.  They did not need a 
vote tonight. 
 
IJND - Access to Digital Resources:  
It was noted that previously approved IJNDD-Social Media, was a subcategory of IJND which was the 
umbrella policy for all the IJND policies. 
 
Policy #603 was last looked at in 2014 and outdated.  
 
The IT Director, Adam Steiner, thoroughly reviewed these policies and was in support.  He made a 
suggested change to one policy. 
 
These policies were straight from MASC and had been vetted through their process and legal.  
 
 
IJNDB - Empowered Digital Use: 1st reading  
 
The only comment was that this acknowledged that no matter if someone was on a personal or 
school device they still had to respect the district network and that it was a privilege. 
 
 
IJNDC - Internet Publication: 1st reading  
 
It was noted that this discussed both students and staff media.  
 
There was discussion about what written consent was in place to use student’s digital work, photo, 
video, etc.  There is a form currently in place; those permission forms are kept in the school’s office 
and parents' wishes were followed.  It would be reviewed to confirm it covered all digital possibilities 
outlined in new policy. 
 
Ms. Clancy noted that this was covered in IJNDD, and she would add it to the cross reference of 
IJNDC.  
 



Section #2 which talked about web pages, would help with tracking all non-school web pages and 
media.  
A suggested addition to section #4 was made to add a student email address to the list of items that 
would not be published. 
 
 
The following policies listed on the agenda were still under review by the Policy Subcommittee and 
were not discussed 
#211 - Video Surveillance: 1st reading 
IKB/#607 - Homework: has been on hold since March 
IKF/#631 - Graduation Requirements: 1st reading 
JLC/#641 - Student Health Services and Requirements: 1st reading 
 
 
Ms. Clancy called for a roll call vote to enter intoExecutive Session under MGL Ch. 39, §23B, 3. 
To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining with the Maynard Education Association and 
the Maynard Custodial Union since the Chair declares an open meeting may have a detrimental 
effect on the bargaining position; and stated that they would not be returning to the open meeting.  
 
Roll Call Vote 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 

 
 

 
The School Committee entered into Executive Session at 8:18 pm ending the public meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Colleen Andrade 
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools 
Approved 12/17/20 


