
MINUTES 
Maynard School Committee Special Meeting 

Thursday, November 19, 2020, 7:00 pm 
Remote Meeting 

 
Pursuant to Gov. Baker's Executive Order dated March 12, 2020, suspending certain provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20, the School Committee has modified meeting procedures to ensure the safety 
of all participants.  The public was not allowed to physically access this School Committee meeting.  This 
meeting was held virtually (internet) using Zoom Technology.  All members of the public were invited to join the 
meeting virtually online or by phone.  In addition, a recording of the meeting is posted on the WAVM YouTube 
page under Maynard School Committee Meetings.  (https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists)  
 
Meeting Called to Order at 7:11pm.  An attendance roll call was taken 

Mary Brannelly - Present 
Jessica Clark - Present 
Natasha Rivera - Present 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Present 
Lydia Clancy - Present 

 
Also present were Brian Haas, Superintendent; Jennifer Gaudet, Assistant 
Superintendent; Wayne White, Business Manager; Jeff Ferranti, Director of Student 
Services; Colleen Andrade, Administrative Assistant. 

 
The School Committee asked for a moment of silence in memory of Town Treasurer 
Cheryl Kane who passed away on 11/16/20. 
 
Ms. Clancy called for a roll call vote to enter Executive Session under MGL; 
CH30A; § 21(a)(3) to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining since an 
open meeting could have a detrimental effect on the bargaining of the public body as 
the chair so declared.  
School Committee would return to open session after the Executive Session. 
 
Roll Call Vote 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

 
School Committee entered into Executive Session at 7:11 pm. 
 
School Committee returned to the open meeting at 7:45 pm. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists


Approval of Minutes:  
Ms. Rivera suggested for the Oct 29th meeting under urgent business, add the word 
“pod” to read “ allow maynard students to play against teams in their town pods that…”  
 
Ms. Clark noted she was not present for the 10/15 meeting. 
 
Ms. Rivera made a motion 10/29/20 minutes with edits as indicated. 
Ms. Clark 2nd the motion 
 
Roll Call Vote 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion passed 5-0  
 
 
Ms. Rivera made a motion to accept the 10/15 minutes as they were noted. 
Ms. Houlihan 2nd the motion 
 
Roll Call Vote 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Abstain 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Abstain 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion passed -  3 approved; 2 abstained  
 
Approval of Warrant(s): Without objection, School Committee accepted the approved 
warrants #21-026 and 21-027. 
 
Urgent Business - none 
 
Citizens’ Comments 
Ms. Clancy read the citizen’s comments that had been emailed (attached at the end of 
these minutes). 
 
Superintendent’s Report  
Mr. Haas noted that the COVID numbers in Town were rising, but not in the schools. 
The safety measures in place are working.  A number of staff and students have had to 
be quarantined for a day or more.  Only 2 staff members and 3 students have tested 



positive.  Not looking to expand hybrid at this time.  Schools were working with staff and 
families of classrooms and students that had to go remote due to quarantine. 
A letter about the State Travel Advisory has gone out to families. 
He noted that communication between GM teachers and parents had been a success. 
Fowler attendance was above 90% every day.  Three MHS students selected as top 
videos in the Mass Dept of Transportation video competition.  
Ms. Haas noted that athletic events occurring outside of school were not supported by 
the School Committee or the District, and they had no control over it.  They were 
supporting recommendations from MIAA which the District reported to.  The District was 
in constant communication with the Board of Health. 
 
Chair’s Report  
MASC approved 10 new resolutions at their Board of Directors meeting on 11/7  
Ms. Clancy reviewed the resolutions passed.  
She attended the Select Board meeting recap on 11/17.  Noted the special election on 
12/16 regarding the cost of the fire station.  Charter school reimbursement higher than 
anticipated this year.  Chief Nobel noted that mental health calls were up 105% which 
reinforces the need for additional support in schools.  The release of Hometown heroes 
video, which WAVM had a part of, was announced. 
 
Solar Array update 
The Solar Committee decided on the best proposal which would use the field behind 
Green Meadow in order for it to be a sound investment.  BOS will review and accept the 
proposal, then School Committee would need to accept it.  There would be a 
Presentation at the 12/3 meeting to explain the proposal.  
 
Sesquicentennial Events 
Ellen Duggan asked if schools could be involved in the 150 Sesquicentennial by creating 
a time capsule, creating projects for exhibit about Maynard history, have wavm and 
library collaborate on finding/ producing short videos with historical content to air weekly.  
 
Other Business : Amanda Bailey, Fowler Math teacher, gave a presentation on the IXL 
program that Fowler and the High School uses.  This is a supplementary program in 
Math and ELA for practicing or reinforcing new skills.  
 
Policy  
EC - Buildings and Grounds Management - Adopted 1/30 and made 1 change. Added 
“Building Manager” to the 2nd paragraph. 
 
Ms. Rivera  made a motion to approve the amended policy EC - Buildings and Grounds 
Management 1/30/20 originally approved 1/30/20. 



 
Ms. Banelly 2nd the motion. 
 
It was noted that policy was EC - Buildings and Grounds Management should be stated 
as just Buildings and Grounds. 
 
Suggested to insert official title, Director of Building Operations, in place of Building 
Manager. 
 
Ms. Rivera rescinded her motion . 
 
Ms. Rivera made a new motion to approve the amended policy EC-Buildings and 
Grounds with edit to the title Director of Building Operations, which was originally 
approved 1/30/20. 
 
Ms. Brannelly 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion passed 5-0 
 
EC-1 - Buildings and Grounds Management - this was adopted 1/30/20 but was 
unnecessary because it spoke about regional districts only. 
 
Ms. Houlihan made a motion to remove EC-1 - Buildings and Grounds Management 
from the adopted policies for Maynard. 
 
Ms. Rivera 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion passed 5-0 
 
ECA - Buildings and Grounds Security - adopted 1/30/20 and did not reflect Maynard’s 
situation, existing policy 741 would be amended and recodified as ECA.  
 



It was noted that the January motion was to adopt all MASC policies that were not 
already in place therefore this was not adopted since Maynard already had a policy in 
place to cover this subject. 
 
#741 - Protection of Buildings and Grounds - keeping this existing policy and will 
recodify as ECA.  Changed #1, added “Superintendent’s office or their designee”, 
removed #2 entirely.  
 
Ms. Rivera made a motion to approved amended policy ECA - Protection of Buildings 
and Grounds, formerly Maynard School Committee policy #741. 
 
Ms. Houlihan 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion passed 5-0 
 
AC - Nondiscrimination - first reading - this would replace #14 and more.  Took 2 
paragraphs from existing policy #14 and added to MASC policy, 1st and last paragraph.  
 
It was suggested to have Legal review policy since the existing policy paragraphs added 
were from 2012. 
 
Discussion if this should go to Unions since it discussed disciplinary action.  This is 
determined by law and already in the standing policy that MPS has had.  Subcommittee 
felt it was not necessary to go to the Unions.  
 
Ms. Houlihan asked if they could get clarification from MASC about #5 which was 
vague.  
 
IHBG - Homeschooling (replace #661) - the MASC policy was not changed.  This would 
replace the existing policy.  
 
This policy better spelt out the rights and responsibilities of all parties and relinquished 
some of the responsibility that we had taken on that we didn’t really need to, such as 
home visits.  
 



Ms. Gaudet noted that someone who wanted to participate in a class or extra-curricular 
activity was reviewed on a case-by-case basis.  Families choosing to homeschool 
usually had very specific ideals that they would like to uphold.  The Library would be a 
curricular resource.  
 
This would go back to the Policy Subcommittee for further review.  There were 
corresponding policies that have not been discussed yet.  
 
IKE - Promotion and Retention of Students - replaces 516 which is more procedural 
which will be recodified as IKE-P.  No changes have been made to IKE.  
 
Ms. Houlhan made a motion to recodify current Maynard policy 516 as IKE-P and adopt 
policy IKE to replace 516. 
 
Ms. Brannelly 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - abstain 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion passed 4 in favor - 1 abstained 
 
JH - Student Absences and Excuses (to replace #520) - policy 520 was 1 paragraph 
which was added to the MASC policy JH.  The only change was under student absent 
notification, stating that the school would notify parents the day of the absence instead 
of within 3 days.  
 
There was discussion about past issues about how absences were handled and how 
the School Resource Officer was used in the event of absences.  
 
This would go back to the Policy Subcommittee for further review. 
 
Members’ Reports & Comments  
Ms. Houlihan noted that studies have found schools not to be transmitters when all the 
protocols were in place.  
Communications meeting next week, talked through how to streamline points of contact. 
 
Ms. Clark attended an online zoom presentation on Special Education during COVID19 
for Educators and Families.  
Negotiations met in executive session, this week. 



 
Ms. Brannelly attended the wellness committee meeting this morning.  Walking bus with 
Safe Routes to School will take place near February 3rd.  
The FreshPicks contract was up this year and would need to go out to bid.  
She suggested the School Committee draft something and send it to the State House 
regarding MCAS.  
 
Ms. Rivera noted the SEPAC Collaboration meeting would be rescheduled.  They will 
be putting together a parent survey about their fall experience. 
Town Budget subcommittee scheduled to meet on monday but may be cancelled if the 
state’s budget hadn’t been approved yet.  
Budget subcommittee talked about the timeline.  Budget draft 2 will be presented at the 
12/2 subcommittee meeting, then will solicit feedback from the Committee.  Joint budget 
review will be early February.  
 
Ms. Rivera  made a motion to adjourn. 
Ms. Brannelly 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion passed 5-0 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:52 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Colleen Andrade 
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools 
Approved 12/17/20  ? 

  



Hello, 
 
My child is not currently a student at Maynard public schools but as a resident, I am still 
impacted by decisions made in town.   As a single parent whose child with special 
needs has been home full time since March, I understand how incredibly difficult it is for 
families to handle childcare needs without school and how hard it is for children to learn 
virtually.  I really want my child in school full time. 
 
However, despite Governor Baker's claims that schools are not responsible for 
spreading coronavirus, there is no denying that the rate at which covid has spread has 
increased dramatically since schools resumed in person.  Regardless of whether school 
itself is causing the spread or if in-person schools are causing other changes which then 
increase the spread of covid-19, it is clear that as schools add in-person students the 
rate of spread in town (and throughout the state and country) increases. 
 
As you make decisions about adding in person schooling, cancelling in person 
schooling, etc. please keep in mind the impact of those decisions effect not just 
Maynard students but the Maynard community as a whole.  
 
As the number of active cases in town increases, the likelihood of elderly or immune 
compromised community members coming in contact with an infected person at the 
grocery store, bank, pharmacy or doctor's office increases.  This can and will increase 
the likelihood of fatalities among these community members. 
 
Please do not be swayed by parents who claim that those families who do not care 
about the virus should be able to go to school full time in person and those families who 
recognize the seriousness of the virus should just keep their kids home.  The virus 
doesn't work that way.  Besides the fact that the school should care about the best 
interests of all kids, even those children whose parents have wonky priorities, the school 
needs to consider how decisions about in person schooling impact the community as a 
whole.  
 
Thank you, 
Hilary 
14 maybury rd Maynard 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Members of the School Committee, 
 



Less than a month ago many of us were watching the state Covid map hoping that 
Maynard could avoid a red label indicating a dangerous level of virus activity in our 
town. Since then the state has changed the coloring scheme, but in the past seven days 
our town has seen levels of infection that are literally quadruple what would have 
classified us as red less than a month ago. The virus is surging, and experts are 
warning that this horrifying trend is likely to intensify with the upcoming Thanksgiving 
holiday. 
 
I know that there are voices, including our governor's, who are urging you to open 
schools more fully at this time. Many of these people, again including our governor, cite 
as fact that the virus doesn't spread in schools. This so-called fact is heavily disputed. A 
recent study conducted by the University of Edinburgh found that children returning to 
classrooms was followed by an average 24% rise in viral transmission - please note that 
we are not talking about a 24% rise in cases, but rather a 24% rise in the exponential 
rate at which infection numbers rise, a far more dangerous trend. 
 
Now is exactly the wrong time to bring more students into the schools. Now is the time 
to watch. Let's see if Covid-19 cases do spike during the holidays. Let's see if deaths, 
as they did in the past, rise while lagging behind the surge in cases. Let's see if our 
hospitals, as they did in many places in the spring, become overwhelmed by this rise in 
cases. When these trends start moving in the right direction, then is the time to discuss 
sending more of our children to school. 
 
All of this is happening when the end is in sight. Until recently it was uncertain whether 
an effective vaccine could be produced, and in what time frame. None of us could have 
any clear idea how long we would have to mask, isolate, sacrifice. But recent good 
news indicates that we are talking about months, not years, until a safe and effective 
vaccine is distributed. We have also seen that Covid-19's transmission is reduced in 
warmer months. Now is the time to flatten the curve, to exercise care during theses cold 
holidays when the danger is most extreme, to give our health care system some time to 
prepare vaccines and increase medical capacity. 
 
We have lost hundreds of thousands to this disease already, and maybe the magnitude 
of that number numbs some of us to the fact that we have the opportunity to save tens 
of thousands of lives by being prudent. I urge you to resist increasing the number of 
students in our schools until it becomes clear that we are moving in the right direction, 
until we have this pandemic under control. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Skogstrom 



241 Great Rd 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Barry Roche 
9 rice Rd, Maynard, MA 01754 
 

● The last time I attended this meeting and spoke with you I did so on behalf of 
the coach 

● When I last spoke to you I was not aware of any post season tournaments or 
competitions or  plans to have them 

● Other towns are in participating in POD championships, for some reason 
(again not shared with us) we are not 

● I met and talked to a parent at a soccer ID camp who told me about the private 
competition for high school age kids (marketing and legal representations of 
things are not the same thing, this is being marketed differently from its legal 
status) not a "post season varsity playoff" 

● I was held accountable for poorly phrasing a conversation I had with the AD, 
my personal emails were read to the school committee and Principals without 
my consent or ability to comment. 

● The principal made the same mistake in his email to the school about the girls 
soccer program quote: 

"We caught the error and were able to communicate the correction to the players 
and families of the Girls Soccer team meaning that no players had to quarantine 
or miss their Cohort’s school days" 
  
When he stated that the girls soccer team did not miss any school, he was wrong 
as they were incorrectly quarantined on Thursday 11/5/2020 
● The school has misrepresented the competition I brought to their attention, 

saying it "breaks many state rules". This has scared parents and is not factually 
correct. This competition follows all state guidelines 

● The school is threatening students with punishment of 14 days at home if they 
participate 
This has scared 2 16 tear old boys and 1 17 year old boy into not participating.  

● 30 kids wearing masks playing a moderately safe sport is safer than 100 
people staying indoors for 40 minutes shopping at Market Basket in a nearby 
town  

  
As a result of trying to enter a team in a competition that follows ALL state laws 
regarding Covid and helping kids get outside and play a safe sport wearing masks I 
have been targeted for criticism and personal attacks. 



  
I got a phone call from the Principal of the school telling me he was disappointed in my 
behavior and surprised that someone like me would behave this way. 
 
I was accused of sneaking around trying to organize this when in fact i asked the AD 
directly if he wanted the team to participate.  
When he said no, I told him my intentions to enter a private team as a private citizen not 
affiliated with the school. 
  
I saw a Facebook post the next day criticizing this competition and calling out the soccer 
program again. 
  
We tell kids not to post things online about each other but somehow the school 
committee and AD feel its ok to post things on facebook condemning and 
misrepresenting behavior of ordinary citizens. 
  
As a result of this posting and emails parents have received texts accusing them of 
putting the town at risk. 
 
  
This needs to stop. 
The school committee and AD should PARTNER with the parents instead of trying to 
decide for them and lecture them on their private behavior.  
I am a responsible citizen who has been unable to see his family for over a year due to 
following the guidelines of not travelling out of the country. 
 

 


